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The Threshold Sign 

THE eatxanoe oonrt of many a mandarin's borne 
is emblasoaed vith narrov wooden placards in 
red, recording the sacoesBire steps by irhloh he 
has ascended fixun the Iot Initial office to some high 
grade of inflnence and antlioTity. This is the Qireshold 
sign. 

All life when rightly viewed Is a life of progression. 
The CSiinese proverb soms up the thought when it Ba;s : 
H* BtMli bmn the plain who MOendi tb« bel^t% 
He prooMdi bom tbo dnt wbo Jonm^Ti alar. 

The missionary life is saoh a life of progress. The 
simple common lif^ of a man takes cm strength and 
beanty as its aim Is to carry other lives into the high at- 
mosphere of tme living and thinking Into the large at- 
mosphere of rightly directed fidth and love. 

The pnrpose of this volume Is essentially not that of 
enlogy. It is a stady of work and service in a great cause. 

There is always a place fbr praise and commendation 
in a good life. The wise and thonghtfol estimate of 
many friends and associates will find natural egression 
at the appropriate^lace and time. 

The attraotivenesB of the present record will be foond 
In the deteils of a distant and commanding effort. It is 
the fbsctDstion of Christian service whi(^ invitee the 
heart to its tables of effort and to its hope of progress. 

Through fifty years of dramatic political interest, China 
has drawn to hetwQf the gaze of the nations wondering at 
her qnalntnesB and isolations. The recent years have in- 
farmed the thinking world of China's position among the 
old as well as the new nations. It is <rf her fottire and 
7 
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8 THE THRESHOLD SI6K 

not of her past that meD are making aa eetimate now. 
We know her in the large. 

Bat of that pathway by which progreas is made, by 
which onr Weateni dviiicatiOQ is maWn g inioads upon 
her isolated past, little is known in detalL And of that 
miaaionary servioe which aasomeB now Hooh vast propor- 
tion still leas has been known. 

The details of such servioe, slowly unfolding from 
little to lai^ will be fooud here, recorded in fiwniliar 
letters, in the indiridoal lives inflnenoed, and the organ- 
izatlons established through simple and constant as well 
as patient effort. In the more formal letters to the mis- 
donary secretarlee will be seen dearly the political as> 
peots of the work in hand, throngh commercial and dip- 
lomatic neceKitle& 

The Uirilling days of the great revolt of Ohina against 
foreign infloenoe smd draoination are here portrayed in 
eleor-cnt linee, with the reeolt of a new Ohina and a new 
hope. 

Opportunities pass into lesalts. The nnlon and feder- 
ation of Christians in the glad work of bringing the 
blessed kingdom of God to a people happily well pre- 
pared for peace and quietness of life are here shown as a 
rich though nnfnlfilled hope. 

Because of these, the anthor ventures to soliolt the in- 
terest and the prayers of his readers. 

It will be fittang here to acknowledge a great todebted- 
neoa to Mis. Ameot t<s her carefol gathering of the 
abundant letten, iUostratlng the many years of her 
husband's service, as well as for her frequent suggestionB 
and oonnsel as to feots and occasions. 

A like indebtedness is due to Miss M. G. Bohirmer, and 
to the Bev. Dr. Leete, of New Haven, for liters and 
newspaper dippings. H. D. P. 

LaUtta, Califimia, 
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•• A brinUnt bor that I once knew, 
Id hx-aS, bappjr dmys of old, 
With tweet, bUk Hee uid ejet of bln^ 
And hair that ihonc like gold ; 

- A figure nncwr, lithe, and (troDg, 
A laugh infeetiooa in ill ^ee, 
A voice u bekntifal a* lODg 
When beard along the lea." 



ANCESTRY AND BOYHOOD 

AJT AmerioaD transfnred to China lear&A to esti- 
mate his anoeatiy fromanfivpoliit ofviev. It 
is enongh for the Avemge American lad to think 
oblefly of the self-made man, and to r^oioe lo his todi- 
Tidmility. As others have risen ftom humble hinnes to 
high honors or to gre^ wealth, the ambition of the 
American yontb leads him to make little of heredity, 
select his own environment, turn the tides of Ufa and of 
men to his own personal devdopment Others have 
with happy daring adopted the apothegm of tlie nntram- 
n«Uedpoet: 

" I ■m OipUn €( mj mnX," 

"WliateTer may have been the original beating of yoath- 
fiil wings against the bars gnardod by the modem angels, 
Heredity and Environment, which, foroefol and fatefol, 
preside over the possibilities of life, William Scott Ament 
wonld not have hesitated to accept the prime monitions 
80 constant among the Chinese in quotation, and so ftill of 
meaning in their applicati<m : 

"lYaMimtiM orlgtna 
Saard) the wnima " 

" Tb« FiiiM»l7 nian, " tiial is Uie gentiaiaiD and mIkiIm-, 
" Narer torgal* bia orlgtoala." 
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14 WILLIAM SCX)TT AMENT 

Filial Piety adopts these anoieiit phrases and keeps its 
lecordB as Mthfdlly aa the Scribes who gathered the 
names In the Sorlptnie Chronicles. In oar modem days 
Sdence and Beligion join easily with patriarobal form 
bidding men to searoh and And the sooroe of LUIe, of 
Blind, of Mattw. 

It is, then, witli pecoliar interest that one may tnm to 
gather the items snggeatiTe of physical and mental 
qnallties which we aie to find in the nufolding aptitades 
of an American twy preparing imwittiiigly for a &r-off 
and difitingnished service. For as Ids life has a Ailler in- 
terpretation when we plaoe on record the story of ances- 
tors whose names appear to English and New England 
history, as well as in that of Holland and Franoe. The 
'* Melting Pot " is not the disoorery alone of the twentieth 
centnry. 

'WUUam Scott Ament, the second child and eldest son 
of Winfleld Scott and Emily Hammond Ament, was bom 
at Owosao, Michigan, September 14, 1861. His fother, 
Winfleld Scott, was descended from Pieter Ament and 
XOizabeth van Thienhoven, who came from Holland and 
settled In Kew Jeiwy, near enoogh to l^ew York to at- 
tend the old Datoh chnrch, where their eleven children 
were baptized. These baptisms are aat«fDlly listed in 
the early volumes of the church records 1639-1730. 

In the third generation, Eldert Ament, son of Eldert 
Ament, the son of Pieter, was a soldier of the Bevolatton, 
ttnd moved to Albany, thenoe to Schenectady and finally 
to Daosville. His son William met in his native village 
of Dansville Bosan Perine, danghter of Captain William 
Perine, fifth settler in Dansville. Here the line of Dntch 
descent joins with that of the Hngnenot William Perine 
was a descendant of Daniel Perrln, an immigrant, who 
came to America in the good ship FhiUp with Governor 
George Carteret in 1696, "Captain William Perine was 
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ANCESTRY AND BOYHOOD 15 

born in New J«raey. He served in the Bevolatitni five 
jean noder Fnuuds Marion, and vas mastered oat attbe 
dose of the war. He moved to Oambridge and thence by 
team to Willianubazf; and finally to Dansvllle in 1799." 
Tb» history of Dansville speaks of Captain William 
Ferine ae having gained the reelect of Indians and their 
obedienoei He was a man of weight aod infloencei 
BflBao, the fifth daughter, married William Ament, a 
meorchant of DansviUe. After the death of her hagband 
and eldest son, she married a Mr. Griswold. After the 
death of the latter, Mrs. Oriswold and her funlly of sons 
femoved to Owosao, Michigan, about 1810. The oldest of 
theee, Winfield Scott, was a worker in iron, and went to 
New Orleans each winter, by steamer, to ply his trade 
among the plantations. Extracts ftom his journal are 
qo^nt and inteieflting. 

"October 95, 1844.— Left Detroit at eight o'clock in the 
_fitUa I^ibner; arrived at Cleveland at eight o'clock in the 
monung. Bargabed with captain of the canal boat Nile to 
cam us through to PwtsmoDtb for six doUan each, Clere* 
land is altogether a pretty place. 

"October 30th. — Good coimtry these Bnckeyes have got 
The Muskingum Valley is beautiful beyond description. Cwn- 
fields of a hundred acres each stretched along its banks, and 
the inhabitants in their log cabins preaeut a strange contrast of 
wealth and poverty. 

"Thursday. — Passed Newark. Quite a busmess place. 
The country now assumes a different aspect. Large and 
beautiful farms with elegant buildings present themselves u> our 
view. The Coshocton too is an interesting sight with its mills 
and manuiactorics. Great Whig country this. Elected a Whig 
governor. All Whig poles along here. Three cheers for Ohio. 
6th. — Arrived at Cincinnati this morning on steam packet 
Meteor, splendid new boat. Cincinnati is truly a great city. 
Crossed over to Covington by the ferry. Smart little place. 
We viuted the iron works. About a bnndred hands are em- 
^ioytA. Iron both wrought and pig metal. 

" Saturday, 6th. — Reached If^ptif^ Tennessee. Went up 
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le WILLIAM SCOTT AMENT 

in town — prett)' [dace; some say three or four tboonnd io- 
halNtanta. I sav lots of slaves loading a steamboat with cot- 
bm, thedi principal export. Memphis is the largest ^ace in 
the state. 

" Friday morning, aad Here we are in the Crescent City, 

six miles in length on the river and one mile in depth back into 
the Swamp— one canal to Lake Ponchartiain ; two railroads 
over to CarroUton. Strange contrast to see the tplendid 
mansion at the French grandee by the side of the hot of the 
poor peasant Very narrow streets and very fildiy. Sunday. 
— ^Beantifdl day, fine as summer. Went to uurch, a fine stone 
building well filled with people all grades and conditions ; 
beard a good sermon. 

"Thursday, Not. aSth.— Went out on the leree to see the 
ships and steamboats as far as the eye can reach up and down 
the river and such a multitudinous mass of human beings. 
Some at work lading and unlading vessels. Business men 
hurrying to and fio. All the cripples and paupen and 
wenches, with apples, oranges, or with cigars or bananas, are 
sitting on every log en- stick of timber begging <rf you to buy, 
and tittle boys with their arms fitll of newspapm meeting yon at 
every turn. Hooueis, Suckers and Com Crackers with thor 
flalboats loaded with the products of the past season are nuk- 
ing ready to retail their produce to the citizens of the city. 
Take it all in all it is a perfect Bedlam. 

" February 94, 1845 (Kocky Springs, Missistdppi). — Still 
with the planters and still pass by the appellation, the Yankee 
blacksmith, doing up their ploughs at the roundest rate they 
ever had it done. Outdoing any man that has made his ap- 
pearance in the South, doing what they had never expected to 
have done, laying ploughs, £at they had thrown by as useless. 
Hade tooU, jumped axes, and received a great dol of i«aise 
for my workmanship." 

On ft second Mp malaria olaimetl Winfield as aTiotiiii, 
and aa trade langnished, he became homesiok, and re- 
tonied to Michigan where his brother had started the first 
newspaper of the town whose name, the Atyug, still 
BorTives in' a sncoewor. His mother had left Dansville 
after the second period,— frame honsee saoceeding log, — 
and fbnnd herself again in firontier conditlonB. Sh« is 
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ANCESTRY AND BOYHOOD 17 

desoribed b; those who kneir her in Dansrllle bb tItb- 
oiooB and qoite a belle, .having a dainty taate in dreas and 
also an imperiooB will. HI health and the loss of childien 
and hosband left their mark in later years npon ho: once 
bright and lively dispositioD. Bhe made her home wiUi 
Winfleld, whose good cheer and hearty cordial ways 
made him a centre of attractioD. 

Winfield Ament made no mistake when he took as hia 
bride Emily Hammond, of Fleming, Oaynga County, 
IiTew York. Her Tigorons praotioal mind, gentle dis- 
positlmi, and deeply religions nature, tinged with some> 
thing of melancholy, gave her great power to help and 
inflneuoe those aboat her. Through her fother, Bphraim 
Hammond, former, snrreyor and legislator, she wafl 
descended from William Hammond of London, England, 
and Elizabeth Penn, sister of the Admiral Bir William 
Fenn and aont to William Penn the Quaker. " William 
Hammond died and was buried in London. His widow 
with her sod Benjamin oame over to New England In the 
troablons times of 1634, from a desire to have the llberiy 
to serve Qod according to the dictates of their consdenoe. 
They arrived in Boston, September 18, 1634, in the ship 
Qrijfln, and had with them the Bev. John Lotbiop, their 
minister. Mra Hammond lived in Boston and Water- 
town until 1638 when she joined Bev. John Lotbrop's 
church in Soitoate, being the thirty-third member of that 
chnrch." ■ Bocbeeter, now Marion, Mass., was long the 
home of the Hanunood family — Ephraim's grand&ther 
moved to I>QtchesB Connty, New York, and his father to 
Oaynga Ootmty. Emily's mother was Bath Goodrich, a 
descendant of the Goodriches of Herefordshire. Mr. 
Goodrich came fh>m England in 1640 and married Sara 

■ Htmnumd Qtoaaiogr, Borton, Dftvld CUpp and Boa, FTiotm, 
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18 WELLUM SCOTT AMENT 

KuTTiii of Wetberafidd, Oodd., in 1648. Olastonbory 
and other Ooimectioat towns appear in the history, bat 
finally Datoheas Oonnty , New York, is reached and hood 
Oayoga Ooonty irhere Bath met her fate and manying 
Bphraim Hammond became the mother of nine sons and 
danghters of whom the fifth vas taix Emily, Winfield's 
bride and William Scott^s mother. 

Mr. Winfleld Ament vaa a prosperons bnsineeB man. 
After his marriage he remained in Ovosso. So many 
came from a distance to have their tools mended and tbe^ 
horses shod tliat he vas obliged to boild and conduct a 
hotel to accommodate them. This -was the first brick 
building in town, and with an added story is still the 
leading hotd, nnder the name of The N'ational HoteL 
He added a stage route and kept many horses for nse in 
carrying the United Btates mails over bridle paths and 
through the fbreeta. We leom that William Scott was 
early entrusted with reaponsibility, driving parties to a 
distance, and coming back alone, proud master of the 
team, when bnt eleven years old. The vigor, initiative and 
cheerful spirits of his fother seem to have been inherited 
and the training in taking responsibility left a permanent 
mark on his character. A story is told of him when he 
was five years old. His elder sister Glaribel and two 
cousins with the child were allowed one day to go with 
the hired man for some hay. Betoming, all the childien 
■were seated on the load, Will and his cousin Addie on 
the sides and Glaribel and Qie baby in the middle. Go- 
ing down Ashery Hill, the horses got beyond the oontrol 
of the careless driver and the children began slipping. 
They daaped hands and hnng, — Will on one side and 
Addie on the other— till the bottom of the hill was 
reached. The hill sloped down to an Indian camp beside 
the Shiawassee Blver. It was one of the delights of the 
children to take hold of hands and run down the hillf 
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ANCESTRY AlfD BOYHOOD 19 

tiding to stop Hoddenly before ooming in sight of the In- 

diana. A dranken lodliui, onoe, 4>hiwiing them to the top 
of the hill, pot a atop to Uie game. These Indians, vbo 
belonged to the Ohippeira Nation, camped here in the 
snmmer to fish and sell their baaketa In the winter they 
went baok to their villages and leetimed their trade of 
bnnting. Game was plenty — deer, tnrkeya and aome- 
timee beaia driven down by fires in the northern woods. 
At a little st(n« in OwoflBo a lively trade in fora was car- 
ried on. 

Owoflso, "This Bright Spot," on the "eparkliog 
Water" was indeed a beaatlfal plao& Everywhere the 
forest was nnbroken. Ere long a little echoolhonse ap- 
peared, and here on a little bench William began his let> 
teen, sitting in front No atndying at home in those days, 
and plen^ of time to watch the Indian boya shooting at 
a mark set np in front of the store to draw thdr trade. 

The Congregational ohorch was the first one bnilt in 
town. Before it was bnilt, WiUiam'a nncle, Daniel 
Gonld, oaed to read eermons in the sohoolhooae. Thna, 
ondonbtedly, the first voice heard in pnblio worship was 
that of his nnole, in the schoolhonse on Washington Street 

Winfield Ament died when the lad waa only fourteen. 
Henoeforth tin gnidance of his life was to be under the 
influence of his mother, of whom he was glad to say, " I 
owe all I am to my mother's prayers." Congenial na- 
tures and later common responBibilities aided in forming 
the doaest and most affectionate oompanioDahip between 
mother and son. As Dr. Wilder has fittingly aaid : 
' ' They actually lived through life together. She followed 
every movement of her son with lively interest and sup- 
ported him with her symptihy and prayers." 

There is always something very attractive abont a 
strong and vigorona boy, whose onoonaclons life overflows 
DIK>n his fiellowB. "Will" Ament was such a boy, 
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happy-heaited beyond the measare of many. His brighfc 
blae eyes added something to his attraotiTe address. He 
was full of life and overflowing energy. Ooe of his early 
daasmatee at school says of him that he vas a brave, free- 
hearted boy, Those eyes fairly danoed vith fan and trohe, 
a boy among boys, vho oonld ran, Trestle, swim and 
play ball with Uie best This yoathfol eagemees in sport 
□ever &Ued liim nntil the very end. The kind of yonth 
he himself was is perhaps beet Hlostrated in his desire as 
respects his boys in the school at Peking. He was wont 
to say, " I like a masterfol boy. I try to get sooh into 
my schools. They are ready to fight and make trouble 
bnt tikat is the kind that make leaders in the end." 
Having been from yoath sooh a sort of leader, kindly 
and foroefbl among his felloTS, he natorally songht oat 
snoh. He might have quoted Uie brilliant Chinese prov- 
erb, "Ton cannot ont a bowl ont of pnnk wood." It 
Tas the verve and energy of an inward impolse that 
made his boyhood happy and strong. 

Many a mother, Tith on&iling Christian Tisdom, 
is led almost onoonscioaaly to the right plan of molding 
the thonghts or the Tays of a lad. Whrai WUl was fif- 
teen years old he planned to go to the Lakes as a sailor. 
The nefumees to Detroit and the tales of the lake voyagers 
might easily lead a boy to snch a tbooght. When he 
asked his mother penMasion to go she replied : " Yes, 
yoD may go" ; bat she immediately betook herself to a 
Thole night of prayer that he might change hie purpose. 
The boy kneT what she was doing and never again men- 
tiooed tlie plan. It should not seem strange then that 
ander sacb carefal inflaence the ardent boy should early 
be led to consider himself a Christian. He joined the 
church at Owosso when he was twelve years old. There 
is both a safegaard and a peril in such early assent to the 
traditions of &mily and social life. The safeguard is in 
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the happy rastraint which uatnrally follovs npon the fre< 
qneut lawleesneas of boys and men. The peril is in later 
loaitig the high parpoae aimed at in the daily experience 
of Ufo. The peril and the safegiiaid were alike seeo in 
tike penonal history of William Ament. Like many 
another Christian diaciple he had his npa and dovns. 
An nnfortonate record of an early pastor of his church 
cooled the ardor of tJie yoang disciple. Bat that was 
not for long. It is recorded that a revival of religion 
came to the home church when William was about foor- 
teen years of agei The death of his fkther abont thia 
time may have added to the serious impr««ion made 
apon him. 

The seriooa cast to his deeper thooght did not hinder 
the onflowing of healthful yonth. His high school days 
were fall of the Joy of mental and physical development 
He was active in the sports of the day and was second 
baseman in the iitea local champion team, "The Bine 
Sox." One of his younger relatives writes of that period 
as follows : " I osed to be one of the regular attachments 
of the dob in those days. I can never forget Jnst how 
Will appeared on the baseball diamond. I can see him, 
In memory this minnte, and can fe^ the old thrill of 
those days when he stepped np to the plate to bat ; can 
see him ronnlng the basBs and hear the cheeis and shoata 
as he made the nsaal home run. He was called < Home 
run Ament,' I presume you know, because he would 
knock the ball clear over into the comer of the foir 
ground fence (or over it), and make a circuit of the hasee. 
The ImpreaiionB of those soenee will be fteeh in memory 
if I live a handred years,— the setting in the fields of the 
&lr gioonds, with the big treea about it. I have never 
seen a baseball game in later years that I do not recall 
the scene, and invariably as a part of it la Will Ament 
To me he was the acme of everything nobl^ brave and 
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tnaoly. Since I was a little boy he has been my ideal t^ 

It may veil be believed tliat snch a Tigorona yonth 
might the more natnrally be on the outlook for Bometfaliig 
to do in the vorld. Sport and mojBcnlar development 
vere the side isaae even then, for at the same time he 
ma Impressed deeply and earnestly vlth a desire to 
devote his life to the highest and best thingB. Amoi^ 
the inflneDoes vhioh he was glad to acknowledge was 
that of his older sister, an ardent and brilliant girl, 
crittoal in her judgments and tastes, easily the zealoos 
leader of the younger in orglng him oq to the high 
standard she had set for herself: In all these things the 
kindly and careful mother was a constant help. It was 
fortunate for his fature that a wise and thonghtfol 
pastor, the Bev. John Patchln, could make the snggea- 
tion of taking the higher ooorse of stndy at Oberlin Col- 
lege. Havii^ taken part of the r^pilar conise in the 
Owofiso High School, he entered npon farther stndy in 
the Academy at Oberlin. His spiritafd experiences and 
growth onder the &voring inflnencee at Oberlin have for 
ns a special interest. Under the advice of his pastor, 
William Ament took with him a letter ftom the Owoaso 
cbnrch, bnt he did not Cael as if he conld present it, and 
coming under some peenliar inflnences, natural to an 
expanding mind at sooh a period, he destroyed the letter. 
Later he reoelved a new and deep spiritual impulse and 
joined the Second Chnrch at Oberlin on profession of his 
faith. From that time on he was hearty, aggresslTe and 
fearless In meeting those who opposed Christianity, and 
made the service of Christ the chief thing of life. 
His religions life exhibited the open, hearty, bo<^ant 
qualities of after years. His former sidioolmates have 
many memories of his kindly relation to them on his 
not infrequent vaoaUons from coU^j^e, and of his appe^ 
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to them to give their Uvea to the love and the BU^oe of 
Ohrist One of these records aa follows : 

" Dnring vacation times ve formed a very pleasaint 
aeqnaintftpce and I believe oar flret visit, sitting on the 
top rail of a pasture fence, ended in an earnest exho'- 
tation to me to beoome a elean Qirlstian boy and man, and 
what he tried to do for me he tried to do for all the boys." 

Another of the old friends records : "The social lifiB 
of Owoeso at that time was very diffiarent from the 
present. Then everybody knew everybody else almost 
intimately, since the oommonity was so mulL He was 
the second boy from the town to go to college, and the 
first one to graduate, hence he was followed by the con- 
stant esteem and emolation of the village." 

The life at Oberlin was ardent and stxonnons, as in all 
our colleges of the period. We may catoh a glimpae of 
that life in its early years in the following &om Bev. 
Lymao B. Hall, Professor of History at Oberlin : " I 
flist met William Ament in the fall of 1667, when he 
oune to Oberlin and entered the Academy. Dnring the 
two years of his academy stody we were goite intimate. 
He was fond of baseball, and the acquaintance begon 
there was developed by an almost constant sitting to- 
gether In the college chapel. Ament was one of the 
yooDgest members of the Academy, and was rather small 
for his age— he was sixteen— so that his appearance was 
eminently boyish, and as he had no affectation of man- 
Dish ways, he seemed qnite a child to me at flist. His 
bearing was thoronghly manly ; not the least saggestion 
of the spoiled child ; bat he was so frank, so merry, so 
enthosiastio in his sports, so bri^t and qniok, so fond 
of a good laogh, that I was qnite fitsdnated with the 
boy, and in spite of my rank as a fr«ehman, made him 
quite my ohtim for the two yean of his ifia^ in the 
Academy." 
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W TT.T.TAM AUENT entend OberUo CoUc«e 
with the claas of 1873. The Oberlin of his 
day was still under the iuflnenoe of Fioney, 
Morgan and Cowles. It traa often an edacation merely 
to hear Dr. Finney once, so tremendous was the urgency 
of bia special form of Christian effort and moral impulse. 
How machmore theo, the impress of snch a life continaed 
through the molding years of coll^;e life, plastic to the 
touch of a noble spirit, one whom the world admires and 
honors. Dr. Finney's power in prayer and public ad- 
drees was always insiatent, and his qoaint originality 
added to his influence on youug men and women. 
Oberlin as a storm centre of deep spiritual experiences 
was influenced further by the profound ardor of Professor 
Morgan, who sought for his pupils the spirit of true 
holinesa His sweetly spiritoal nature was less aggreeuve 
than that of Dr. Finney. His humility may have sug- 
gested a hesitating character in contrast to that of Fiesi- 
dent Finney. We are assured that Dr. Finney more 
often presented God as a lAwgiver, though not alwaya 
Professor Morgan spoke of Him aa a Loving Father. 
Dr. Fairchild wrote of Professor Morgan as follows : 
" The Inflneuce of Professor Morgan in the enterprise 
was conserrative in the best sense, not by reason of any 
inertia or immobility of nature. His enthusiasm, in any 
w^ oonsideied movement, was always prompt, but bis 
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Iveadth oi iiafnre and thoaght and knowledf^ gave him 
a view of all aides of every qaestioD, and he conld oot 
aooept or hold an extreme positioii or eiyoy any extreme 
actioii. He oonld patiently toleiate the extravagances of 
others because of his kindliness and hopefolneas. Prob- 
ably no one among the many instraotors who have been 
at Oberlin has held a larger place in the hearts of all." 
Dr. Morgan's house was Will Ament's home during his 
senior year. 

Dnring his Academy days, hovever, he boarded with 
one of the leaders of the small and diminishing gronp of 
"perfectionlBts." It was this leader who at one time 
called apon Dr. Morgan and told him that they were 
concerned for his sooL With characteristio hnmility he 
invited them to bneel and pray for him. Of tbeee per- 
fectionists William Ament would have known little had 
he not boarded among them. They nutde quite an im- 
pression Tipon him bat he never adopted their views. 
We shall read later Dr. Morgan's estimate of the student 
Ament. Here it will be sofflcient to note his writing • 
" He is very yoong and Immatore. He is apt to dabble 
in all sorts of speonlations and the writings of sceptics are 
apt to get a hold of his mind." What would those sainted 
enthosiasts think ooold they now retnm to the flesh and 
sit io the class rooms of the present gnidee of Oberlin In 
Philosophy and ChristiaD Beconstmction t 

William Ament bore the stamp of those days of mold- 
ing inflnenoe, whatever may have been his variance in 
after years from the high doctrines of the Oberlin leaders. 

Henceforth be was to voice, through all his effort and 
ardency of work, the note of nnalloyed interest in every 
form of evangelism. This it was that tamed his thooghto 
towards mianon life, and this it was which will mark the 
happy years of his life service. Many a collie man has 
said and many more have tbonght : " I have no donbt 
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forgotten all I ever learned from books, but the noUe men 
who -were my teachers have left their impress, and I shall 
never forget my lai^ debt to them." Thus it is that the 
training of coU^e life becomes nnoonsoionBly as veil as 
oonscioosly an elevating aod educating force. And he 
vho atrivee to aeonre that which is best in the training of 
those days finds bis personal powers alert and ready for 
the wider experience in life towards which all that iron- 
ing shoold fldy tend. Life begets lifb, scholarship be- 
gets soholarship, moral purpose becomes contagioos, 
apiidtnal elevatioa leads on to new emolation, and the 
awakened and enei^tio stadent follows perhaps with 
greater ardency the leadership of those worthy to besaoh 
friends and leaders. 

" The Oberlln of those college years," writes his fHend, 
Bev. J. Giomer, in the Envelope Series, "contained a 
small namber of ' HolineaB Propagandists,' among whom 
Ament walked like the sane Christian man be always 
was. He did not avoid them. He went at times into 
their meettngs. He did not denoonce them nor contend 
mnch with them. However, his views of the Christian 
life were different from theirs. It showed itself Id deeds 
more than in profusions of exceptional esoteric expe- 
riences. A classmate tells of how, retnrning f^m the 
winter monthi^ work at teaching school, Ament related 
with joy the coming of a revival of religion to that little 
commanity, and bow one and another had been converted 
to Christ" 

The life of any ooU^e stadent doring the decade of 
Amenf 8 stadent life was mach the same. The courses in 
the classical and literary departments were prescribed. 
There was no efibrt at specialization, or, if there were, it 
was confined to the few. The year of study was divided 
BO that the students coald have a vacation in the winter, 
enabling tbem to teach for three months. Many of the 
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men and vomen availed themselvee of this privilege. 
William Ament acknowledged that he liked sports and 
athletics more than stndy. Bat snoh a remark is 
often made in a mild depretdatioD of one's own diligent 
efifort in the monotony of prolonged stndiea One may 
judge that this vaa eminently troe with him. He had 
a fine record of scholarship and stood well with liis class 
and the College. There came a time when his mental 
awakening received a distinct impnlse and he became an 
ardent and snoceesfnl seeker after tme learning. The 
natural vigor and enthnsiaBm of his personality easily led 
him to make mnch of an IdeaL The writer was onoe 
greatly interested In his criticiBm of an anthor, " Se has 
no imagination, and gives one no chance for the play of 
a larger interest" 

The capacity of throwing into his etodies an imagina- 
tive element enhanced all of his disciplinary effort. ' ' He 
bad an enormons appetite for books and being left in 
oare of one of the professor's houses one sommer, devoured 
most of the books in tbe library, eepecially the British 
poeta and cesayifAe. Carlyle was his &vorite." He 
onoe explained his mental awakening in the direction of 
literature to the writer, " It was in reading the essays of 
Montaigne that my mind was really aroused to the valne 
of deep thinking and skillfol expression." Those who 
afterwards noticed the easy a£9nenoe of his later public 
Speech, whether in English or Chinese, might have traced 
it to tbis early enthosiasm for the best of literature. 
Doring theee college years he took an interest in the lit- 
eraiy societies. He was an active member of the Phi 
Kappa Pi, and eepedally enjoyed the debates in this open 
literary society. 

An eesenti^ part of his college life was personal en- 
gagement in Cluistian work for othets. He joined with 
many others In going out to tbe near-by vUlafeB and 
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" oomers," t^a^tiing in the Sond^-atdioolH and oondnot- 
ing religions senrioee. Of Mm Mr. OromersayB, "Ament 
never came Into personal relations with anottier without 
commending the Christ whom he thus early loved and 
served. Ajid all this was perfectly natural and never 
savored of reltgions oant or pretense. The gift and 
&onlty for what we call in stereotype phrase, ' The doing 
of personal work 6a Christ,' was his in a marked de- 
gree." Like many another anch yoath in like service it 
was a Bonroe of joy to him to have an opportonity of 
lnfiaeno& The title of his oration delivered at the Jonior 
Exhibition of his dass was " Joyonsness," a sal^eot 
which he amply illnstrated. 

With these few sketches of his college career we pass 
on to the widening life awaiting him. He had made a 
good record ; a good scholar, esteemed by his fellow stn- 
deuts and teachers, an earnest, warm-hearted Christian, 
an enthosiastio worker, aehaimlngfkiend easily cooper- 
ating with others in sport, in stady, in Christian effort. 
To BDoh an one the valoes of life are wont to be rich and 
fiilL 

His fliBt opportonity in further development came, as 
was most natural and fitting, in the line of teaching for a 
year. He became principal of the school at Bichfield, 
Summit Co., Ohio. It is a real delight to any young 
man to feel the responsibility of taking care of himself. 
It is true that this was not the first ezperienoe in that 
line. One of bis early friends tells ns that bis courageous 
spirit made it possible for him to work hie way through 
college. He told this Mend that he often went beck to 
college with only money enough to pay his fiue and get 
settled. The rest he must earn himsell At Bichfleld 
Center he encountered a sceptical atmosphere and beyond 
his dntiee as a teacher he dealt some earnest blows at the 
eneiniea of religion. He called upon President EWrcbild 
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himself for snggestdon luid enoonragemeot, vUoh he re- 
oeived in a fiitherly letter. 

We are not let in, directly, to the secret of William 
Ament'B deolBlon to enter the ministry. Nodonbthia 
life at Oberliu vaa tending in that direction. Loyalty to 
the blessed blaster, and pleasure in helping his felloira 
might point in that direction. One of his boyhood friends 
says of him, " He had a vonderfol oonatmctiTe imagina- 
tion." It was easy for sach friends to expect he would 
beoome an eStetive workw for Clirist, so it may have 
been easy for him to decide what his life-Tork was to be. 
TTndonbtedly the influence of his mother, hw ideal for 
him not expressed in tangible form, may have been one 
of the underlying influenoes. It was at last in fall con- 
sultation with her that he decided to study for the 
ministry. The Union Theological Seminary was his 
choice. The opportunity of sustaining himself there 
while studying was a deciding element A crisis in the 
fiuoily affairs required all available funds, and his sum- 
mer earnings went to leave the dear mother in a comfort- 
able condition. He therefore arrived in New York with 
but a trifle in his purse. He put himself at once in touch 
with a Teacher's Agency in the city and secured teaching 
in the evenings. Ere long he was able to find more 
valuable work. Through the "Agency" ofMIss Young 
he became tutor to the son of a rich &mily, and was able 
to make his way comfortably. Through Miss Young he 
became acquainted with Miss U. Q. Shirmer, ever after 
bis devoted firiend and admirer. We shall see from his 
occasional letters to her how deeply he felt indebted to 
her for help and suggestion. Such letters will give us 
insights into his growing purpose, his character and 
work. 

On Sundays, he took charge of a dass in the mlasion 
school at Elizabeth and Broome Streets, following the 
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boya Tlio vev« members of the class iritb loving interest 
for many years. He r^oioed tbat some of them " made 
good." Hevaa ready also to extend the Iiaitd to one 
Tbo oame to coll on bim when he was once at home oq 
fnrloogb, though he was glorloosly drank Then he came 
In. Onoe a friend, once an olirieot of affectioa, always a 
friend whom be was ready to help in any way possible. 
How marked this oharacteristic became, bis colleagaes in 
China had abondant reason to leam. 

We have a brief word from Professor Hall, regarding 
this period in bis stadent lif& " I met Ament, next, in the 
winter of 1871-1875, in Kew York City, when both of as 
were stndenta in Union Theological Seminary. As I 
bad followed his snbaeqnent brilliant career in China, 
nothing seems to snrprise me. He has always seemed 
to me the same oharaoter I knew as a boy of fifteen. 
The same enthnsiasm, the same love of jnstioe, the same 
oonrage in championing every worthy cause, the same 
sympathy with suffering and mijsfortnne, the same 
promptoeM of decision and action, the same readiness to 
take neoeasary responsibility, the aamegenerons, knightly 
temper, whi6h have marked his devotion and frnitftil 
aervice in China, have alwaya seemed to me to have char- 
acterized the boy I knew in the Academy, and the man 
who sought to enconrage and comfort me in the Semi- 
nary." 

llie seb>>nd year of theological study was also spent at 
Union Theological Seminary. "So donbt to him as to so 
many otbers it was an exhilarating year in the deeper 
Btadies esse n tial to the ooorae, and the increasing near- 
ness to the time of widerservioe. Such approach ei^oins 
progressive effort in self-onlture and be used these to the 
best advant^e. Miaa M. G. Schirmer gives a brief bat 
brilliant pictore of the ardent student in a recent personal 
loiter to Mrs. Ament : "When I go bai^ to tUrty-flve 
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jeais ago and remember the happy homs he spent In my 
home among soch lovely Christian people — ^boT he 
hounded into my room saying, ' I have vorked so many 
honis and nov I am as hnngry as a volf,' — I can see my 
dear old Jane bringing in a tray with something nice, and I 
can see him, always cheerftil and gratefbl for the smalleet 
kindness. Those were happy days and evenings — when I 
went over to the Theological Seminary with a basket full 
of sandwiches, oakee, ftnit and lemon joioe sweetened, all 
ready to pour into a pailful of water, to e^joy with flAeen 
or twenty yoong men coming in for a share of the good 
things ; when stories were told and jokes made as the 
evening "wtm passing, when beaatifol prayers were ofifered 
and dear familiar hymns were sung, and the yoong men 
would see us honie~tbose were happy days and never to 
be forgotten. Your husband always had a key to the 
tamt door, and the freedom of my rooms where he ooold 
read, write, or always And a welcome to any meal he 
wished to stay for. I loved him as a younger brother and 
can never forget when he preached my mother's funeral 
sermon — ^how tenderly he spoke of my love and care for 
her in the days of her illness in April, 1876. May bis son 
know what his father meant by true friendship, and how 
lasting onrs was." 

The senior year of seminary study finds Mr. Ament 
transferred to Andover Seminary. There were no doubt 
times when the teaching at Union went steadily against 
the gr^n of any &ee man, such as the Oberlin students 
were apt to be. He joined the class of 1877. There were 
twenty-four members in the regular course and four or 
five resident graduates. Of these four are widely known 
misslonariea of the American Board in Turkey, Japan 
and China ; three have become teachers in onr theological 
seminaries, and others successful and beloved pastors and 
leaders. The class secretary is the Bev. Dr. Samuel T. 
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Kidder, formerly of WificonsiD, and now pastor of ttie 
CoDgregational chorch at McGregor, Iowa. The follow- 
ing paragraph gives a brief picture of Ament at Andover. 

" I met Dr. Ament first on going to Andover in 1876 
for a third seminary year. My first impression was of a 
boyish, happy-fiiced classmate, qnick moving and of 
atretic build, who revealed none of the conventional 
goalities of the tbeologae, or the missionary volnnteer 
which I heard he was. He had the brisk sir of a genial 
yonng bosiness man. I was not then aware that be gave 
promise of greatness, thongh he was a ready stadent, of 
easy manner, on hand for any tramp afoot or any baseball 
or fixttball game with the Phillips ' Oada' The year 
ran swiftly. I soon knew ttiat he was deeper than the 
Bar&oe and warm of heart, that his bodily briskness and 
vigor symbolized alertness of mind and robnstness of 
sool that were worth knowing. He said little of him- 
self^ bnt his words and prayers in the devotional meet- 
ings of the class and the Seminary were tenwly and prao- 
tioally to the point Somehow, without his telling, we 
knew that China was on his heart and he was eager to 
weigh anchor for the scene of his destiny." 

Mr. Amenf 8 fi>rmal application for appointment as a 
missionary seems not to have been made till the late 
aatnmn of his senior year at the Seminary, although he 
had had correspondence with the secretaries for more 
than a year. His letter of applioatioQ is ftill of personal 
interest 

Andmr, Nov. 4, 1S76. 
R»v. N. G. Class, D. D. 

Dear Sir: — Desiring to act as a missionary under the 
auspices of the American BoaTd, I hereby present my applica- 
tion for appointment with the following statement : 

My purpose to preach and later to be a misdonary has been 
the result of a gradual growth. I have no visions or special 
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leveUtions od this subject, but a deepening and ever increauDg 
ocxiviction that my duty pointed in that direction. I have do 
inclination to shirk the work to which Providence has directed 
me, but rather rejoice that such a high privil^e could be mine. 
Fnxn a contemplation of the various fields, my own adapUtions 
and inclinations, I have come to desire the missionary work 
above all others. To help me in that work, 1 have a strong 
physkal fruM, in perfect health, and with no hereditary or 
acquired disease. I am engaged to a young lady who sympa- 
thizes with me most fully in my missionary aspirations, and 
has been oxuecrated to the work from infancy. My mother, 
my only oear relative Icfl to me, possesses sufBcient property to 
free her from all dependence on me. I am confident that my 
dedre to be a missionary is the result of no ephemeral emotion. 
I propose to do my life-work, to consecrate to it all my energies 
and to do my b^t. Difficulties do not appall me, for I rest 
assured that as my day is so my 8tr«igth shall be. Obstacles 
greater than I shall encounter have been overcome by earnest 

I accept the doctrines as generally held by the Congregational 
churches of the land. I should place as central and most im- 
portant the doctrine of the Deity of Christ. If He be not God, 
the Bible is false, and Christianity is a huge delusion. As the 
God-man Christ alone possesses sufficient dignity and worth 
of character, such as by the sacrifice of Himsdf would make it 
safe for the Father to forgive guilty sinners. I would preach 
much concerning the Love of God as revealed in His glorious 
redemptive plan. I hold firmly to the Congrq^donal form of 
church' government and can recognize any man as a minister 
of Christ who has been r^^Iarly ordained to the work and is 
faithful to his trust. 

There is nothing in the rules and regulad<»is of the Board 
to which I could object and can discover nothing in its 
methods which would prevent me from woi^ing cheerfully 
in conformity with them. 

Yours respectfblty, 

W. S. AlOHT. 

A fev credentlala, as teetimoDialB to an estimate of his 
character, from bia early Instmctors, are fall of intereet. 

Dr. William Adama, President of Union Seminary, 
irritea : "He has impreaaed me as more than commonly 
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alert, frank, ingenaons, eaniwt and fidthfnl. Wb 
nuumera are prepoeseesing and I know he has the oon- 
fldenoe and affection of GhriBtian people in the city." 

FrofeflBor Morgan, of Oberlin, vtote : " He is fall of 
udor and industry, has a bright active mind and is not 
afraid of irork." 

President Faiichild vrote : "I regard him as an 
earnest^ Tarm-hearted Ohristian, an enthnsiastic worker, 
a good scholar, and safe in temper and nervea" 

The following letter from Dr. Lindley, the widely 
known missionu?; to Booth Aitioa, will be read with nn- 
alloyed interest. 

Ntw Canaan, Ct., Sept. 38, 1876. 
Rkv. S. B. Trkat, 

fiosTDH, Mass. 
Dkar Brothkr: — You ask me for my impression of 
Mr. Anient who is now a. student at Andover. I heard him 
preach once, and was a guest at his mother's house for nearly 
three days. For good sense and solid piety his mother is much 
more than a common woman. I think her son is more than a 
common young man. His sermon was doubtless his own pro- 
duction, and was both in thought and style highly respectable. 
He has fine abilitiea. I noticed that he was much respected by 
persons of all ages in his native place, and was pleased to see 
to easy freedom with which he could and did address many of 
his acquaintances among (he young people in r^;ard to their 
spiritual interests. I think he has a large share of sanctified 
common sense and would readily adapt himself to the various 
circumstances into which he might come as a mis^onary. 
There is much go-ahead in him and on occasions in which 
cautious deUberation would be needed he might possibly de- 
cide too quickly. While I say this, I have great confidence in 
the soundness of his judgment. I do not hesitate to say that 
he should be sent, if he wishes to go on a foreign mission. If 
not misuken in my opinion of him, he is amiable and will 
work in harmony with others. The mart I saw of him during 
the three days I was with him the mcae I liked him. 

Fraternally yours, 

D. LiNDLSY. 
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The spring vacation In those days was atiU ■omevhafe 
extended, allowing atodents the privilege of finding some 
active preaching vork, thus materially aiding them in 
the e^iensee of the year. Mr. Anient need his aenits 
vacation in vifiiting his home and in T^^^Vtr g fit ammgo- 
ments for his early entrance apon bis chosen vork. 

A l^ter to his Nev York friend, Mias Sohirmer, the 
first in a long aeries that will interest ns, tells of fotme 
plans : " On my arrival at home, after embracdi^ my 
dear old mother, the first topic of conversation concerned 
my missionary plan& To my sorprise and delight, n^ 
mother warmly commended my plans and advised me to 
go tMs ML She says it is my life-work and the sooner 
I begin it the more I can aooompltsh. I have determined 
to depart in Septembor." 

Mr. Ament graduated from Andovw in the early 
smnmer and retomed at once to bis mothw's home to 
complete his preq;taration for service abroad. He write* 
to Beeretory dark from Owoaso, Angost 7th : 

"Mr. and Mrs. Pierson spent last Sabb^h with as. 
He preached in the Oongr^ational church in the morn- 
ing and in the evening we had a la^i;e union servloei 
Popular opinion on the subject of foreign missions is 
rapidly changing in Owosso. My mother is &r mor« 
cheerful in view of my departure than I ever dared to 
expect She aatonlahee us all with her serenity." Mr. 
Pietson, on furlough since early In 1876, was returning 
to Pao Ting Fu, with his charming wife, formerly Mias 
SarabDyer. 

On Uie 23d of Augnst Mr. Ament was married, at 
Cleveland, to Mary Alice Penfleld, dau^ter of Professor 
Penfield, who bad long bald the profeesoiship of Greek 
and Latin at Oberlin. He now lived in Qevelaod. 
Professor Penfield was a stepson of ProC Henry Oowlee. 
He had married Uisa Wyett, danghter of an English 
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gentlemftD. Of this mother then were a son and two 
danghters, Miaa Mary being the younger. A maternal 
aont, Min A. M. Wyett, vas for many years the teacher 
in painting and draving at Oberlin Ooll^^ Some years 
after the death of Mary's mother, Frofessor Fenfleld had 
married again and a third daughter was added to his 
family. 

The ordination of Mr. Ament to the mlntstiy and his 
dedication to missionary servioe vas appointed for tlte 
6th of September. To the people of Owoeso and to the 
chorchee of Michigan, the setting apart of one so well 
known and admired, locally, might fittingly be called a 
great oooasioii. The pastor of the ohoroh was Bef. 
L. O. Lee, who later became a misaionary to Oentral 
Turkey. The fiallowing newspaper slipping preserved 
by Mrs. Stewart, of Owosso, tellfl the story : " The ordi- 
nation of William 8. Ament as a missionary took place 
last Wednesday evening. The candidate passed a most 
creditable ezamlnati(ai b^ore an able councU. The 
evening ^eroiseB were most interesting. The choroh 
was filled to overflowing, owing to the tact that Mr. 
Ament was brought up in Owosso and Is oniversally 
eeteraned as a young man of great promise for his chosen 
field of labor. ' * Thus it was with a high sense of duty and 
witli glad {expectatlOQ of UBefol servioe that tbese young 
people began their journey with joy in their hearts. 

From Oakland, Mr. AJnent writes to his Meud Miss 
Scbirmer: "We sail October 17th. Oar steamer is the 
China. I am favorably impressed with the Chinese 
whom we dfdly see. I await with impatience the study 
of the langn^i;e that I may make known the riches of the 
Qospel. My mother seeqs to have grown in oheeiftalneaii 
aQ4 serenity." 
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It then wme dnert or MUM imIUbh Ma 
Where Tbon, gDod God of M£eli, wilt wad ma ? 
Some Mk fiir ne to rend ; lOBie tod. 

Some rock for me Id break; 

Some tuuMlfiil of Hit com to Uko 

And Katter bi efield, 

TiU it, in tum, ihall jrieU 
lu batidr«d fold 
Of Kraiu of gold 
To feed the waiting chiUren of mj God? 
Show me the deteit. Father, or the tea. 
b it niine enUipriie t Great God, «end ne. 

m 

UPE AT PAO TING FU 

PAO TDTO FIT vas adopted as a Btation of the 
North China Uiesioii in the spring of 1878, at the 
abntial meeting held in Peking. It vaa espedally 
attractiTe as a poaaible place of interior resideDce. It 
was the provinolal capital and all the proviuoiol offioen 
were located there, though the govenior, as Vloero; of 
CMhli, selected TieotBin for his main reaideno^ Bpendlog 
only the winter months at Fao Ting Fn. 

Ber. Isaac Pierson and Dr. A. O. Treat, stationed at Y& 
Ohoa in the moontains, felt their Isolation and en route 
to Peking visited Pao Tiog Fa. Their report was favac- 
able and the mission easily acceded to their request to be 
appointed to the new chaif;e. Their coming attracted 
mach attention. They were kindly reoelved and found 
aome friends. One incident is ftill of special interest 
Ber. W. C. Bnms, the missionary of the Irish Presby- 
terian Ohnroh, the well-known translator of the "FU- 
grim's Progreas" into the Mandarin speech, had passed 
throngh the dty In his evuigellstic tonrs south of Peking. 
He had visited a village fifty miles sonth of Pao Ting Fn, 
had taoght a few men and women the gospd ttnry. 
Among these was a Mr. Meng, a reading man, though 
87 
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DOt a gtadoate. Some years later, Mr. Meng and two of 
his oompanions started ont for Peking to find Mr. Bums. 
On the streets at Pao Ting Ftt they bow the two foreign- 
ers and followed them to their inn. Mr. Piereon re- 
celved them very kindly, told them that Mr. Boms was 
no longer living and invited them to come to them when 
they located in the city. Immediately after the mission 
meeting Mr. Fierson and Dr. Treat returned to Fao Ting 
Fa. They sacoeeded in renting an Inn where they had 
chanced to stay and which ere long became the centre fiar 
Christian work. Tile inn was in Pang Ghia Lane, in 
the sonthwest portion of the city. The premises were ot 
narrow, oblong shape, with a width of three shop fronts. 
On the right of the gateway was a native shop, on the 
left a room soon fitted ap for a preaching chapel. In the 
tear of the shop were two considerable courts with door- 
ways opening npon the cart way. The two small coorta 
beoune the miasion home for some years, while small 
rooms of the inn snf&oed for rooms for helpers and serv- 
ants. The work of the station slowly developed in this 
compact little inn. Toe two years Mr. Pierson carried 
on the work mudi alone, since Dr. Treat returned to the 
TTnited States in 1674. For another two years daring 
Mr. PieiBon's fbrlongb, the writer carried on the medical 
and evaogelietlo work. Mr. Heng and two companions 
were early received as members, the former proving a 
most valuable adviser and helper throngh many years of 
servioe nntil bis deaOi. In the antnmn of 1876, he sent 
his son and another lad to the boy^ school at Tnng- 
chow. The former after eight years of stady entered the 
ministry, became the first native pastor of the Pao Ting 
Fa church and a proto-martyr of blessed memory. The 
eeeood lad returned from school to be Dr. Peck's pupil in 
medicine and later his chief medical assistant both at Pao 
Ting Fa and at Fang Ohaang. At present he is in 
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oha^ of a aaoitaiy department of the goremment in 
Peking. The aatomn of 1877 vaa made bnsy and pleas. 
mable in prepariog for the return of Mr. Pieraon, vlth 
bis vife and siater, and for the new reomita, Mr. and 
Mrs. W. B. Ament 

The Colloning letter vill fitly b^ln the story of long 
service In China. 

To N. G. Clari, Stcretary. 

Dear Dk. Clark : — Pao Ting Fn has been oar home 
for two weeks. I am rejoiced to reach h(»ne after eleven 
weeks of travel. Our voyage to Japan occupied twenty-seven 
days (rf most delightful sailing. Good friends welcomed us alt 
along the way. Our progress was uninterrupted until we 
reached the Taku bar, where wc were delayed six days. At 
"Hentsin Mr. and Mis. Smith opened their doms to us. As the 
riven were frozen over we were delayed several days in [repara- 
tion for the journey. Three carts, three wheelbarrows and a 
mule litter for Mrs. Anient were secured for the journey of 130 
miles. We had the usual ezperience with Chinese inns in 
very cold weather. We spent five nights on the way. Mrs. 
Ament was the first lady who had travelled through this r^on. 
We found our home waiting for us with two rooms ready. Mr. 
Fierson had kindly set up a stove for us, so that warm rooms 
awaited us. I Img to b^in work in our nice little chapel. 
W. S. AmNT. 

/tw Ting Fu, North China, Ftb. tS, 1878, 
Dkar Miss ScHiRiUR : 

My life here is one of unalloyed happiness. Our little 
compound is the scene of activity from early mora till latt at 
night. At nine o'clock our teacher comes and we wrestle with 
the language till one. I almost envy the beggan on the street, 
I 90 much long to master the language. Should you walk 
through the city at this time you would see many strange sights. 
Heathen processions in long array, lanterns of every vanety, 
making the city as brilliant as tallow candles can. Men and 
women with bundles of incense and colwed paper to be burnt 
before their idols. The Feast of Lanteras celebrates the close 
of their New Year festivities. It is the great event of the year. 
The most popular amusement is the flying of kitts. llkese are 
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nude in the most grotesque forms, resembling huge butterflies, 
crickets and men. The air is mfuie hideous by &.ae whining 
moDstere and the shouts of men and boys who manage them. 

Nothing can surpass the beauty of oui winter nights. The 
moon sheds hght like avast chandelier and the heavens sparkle 
with diamonds. The heavens are usually cloudless and I can 
easily understand how the Orientals were the first astronomers. 

Of this city of 150,000 inhabitants,' ai,ooo are beggars and 
in the winter live in the dty mat sheds prepared for them. 
Seventy miles from here the people are dying by scores because 
there is no food. We desire very much a missionary doctor 
for our nation. 

Faithfully yours, 

W. S. AlOMT. 

In Uardi of this year Mr. Ament writes to Secretary 
dark : " The romance of our first eetabliBhrnent here has 
not worn off, and I trtist it never wilL The work at Fao 
Ting Sii Beems to have an anaplcions beginnmg. Oor 
helpers are good Christian men and efficient Hy lim- 
ited experience convlnoeB me Qiat a great work is pos- 
sible for the Chinese." 

The strenaoos life of a missionary to China b^ins long 
h^ore he can be prepared for it Two months before 
Mr. Ament arrived at Pao Ting Fn, the reports of a 
wide-spread fiunine, dae to lack of rain, became omi- 
nooB. Miselonariee in Eastern Shantnng bad b^tm rdief 
work, and the distress in Shansi had been reported at 
Hankow earlier than in Ohilill. With the opening of the 
year 1878, the distresB in Chlhli and Shantnng became 
widely spread and efforts to give relief were organized on 
a large scale. The committee at Shanghai made a sta^ng 
appeal and solicited aid ftom every quarter. Dr. Arthti^ 
H. Smith, in his volume, "Bex Christna," sums np the 

'This iatfnuite of popolstioii Is esbvme. Od» bnndred tikonMiid 
mrald b« more than generotia. In 1883 Hr. Plenon b«ld that thqro 
wen not more than 70,000 of 80,000 inhabitantL 
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terribleneBB of Oie greet fomioe aa follova i " Both Prot- 
tetaat and Bomoo Oatholic mlasioiiaries, together vith 
membeis of the Imperial Onstoms, sixty- nine foreignen Id 
all, engaged in the vork of distribation. The honors of 
that time will never paas oat of remembrance. The offi- 
cial report of the committee estimated the loss of life at 
from nine to fbnrteen millions, and, according to Dr. B. 
W. Williams, no fiuuine is recorded in tlie history of any 
land Thiob equalled this in the death rate." The great 
distrees in Shantung and central Ohihli did not appear 
until the opening of the year 1878. Active relief was be- 
gan to the Tillage of Pang Cbnang, Shantong, aboat tlie 
middle of March, continuing until the end of Jane. Tbia 
one station dlstribated abovt tvelve thoosand taels to 
about twenty thousand mouths. Pittance as it was for 
Boch a multitude many thousands of livee were ssTed. 
In tbe great Soman Oatholic re^on of Ho Chien Fa and 
Eaien Esien, the distribation was carried on by their own 
missionariefl and some members of the Imperial Oostoms 
serrice. The r^on which Mr. Pierson and Mr. Ament 
visited was soathweet of Ho Chien Fa with the market 
town of Lin Ohio as their centre of rellet 

August lo, 1878. 
Mt dkar Miss Schirhxr : 

Imagine ft young man alone, not an English speakiag 
roan within oceans of miles, possessing only a smattering of the 
language, living in a low room of a Chinese inn, with black 
walls and brick floor, sleeping on a Chinese brick bed, the 
abode of fleas and other worst inhabitants, having to deal with 
men whose business it is to cheat and lie, surrounded each day 
by hnndreds of people whose bones protrude for want of food, 
separated from his source of supplies, so that he had no food 
but the coarse grain the natives sold him ; imagine all this and 
you may realize in a measure the condition of W. S. A., when 
the courier brought faim a batch of home letters. Not the last 
one to be opened was the one from " 23." It was Sabbath 
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morning when the courier arrived. The whole day nearly was 
occupied in perusing my letters, there were so many. Fervently 
did I thank the Great Father of us all for the gift of biaom 
and the opportunity of communing with them as well as with 
Him, on His holy day. I was alone in the country about 
three weeks, then, Mr. Fierson arriving, I went to Peking on 
horseback to get more money for distribution and of course to 
•ee my wife fiom whom I had been separated for tnore than two 
months. lo eight days I returned to Liu Chiu with a thousand 
taek, and in fourteen days Mr. Fierson and I had finished our 
dbtribution and preaching, and b^an our long march to 
Peking to recruit for a ^ort season befcov retumiitg to Pao 
Ting Fu, our home. The summer rains had set in and the 
road^ were in a horrible condition. We took different routes 
to Peking, I hoping to reach there by a shorts and less 
travelled road. The first night after our separation, I was 
stretched on my back by an attack of dysentery, a disease that 
has carried away China's best missionaries. In the morning I 
was able to proceed. My cart was remarkably slow, the rains 
constant, so that we were five days in travelling a little over one 
hundred miles. The streets in Peking in the rainy season are 
the worst in the whole round world. Strong mules can scarce 
draw a cart. I was several times stuck fast in the mud and 
once oveitumed. It was only by the aid of three extra men 
that I was able to reach the central city where the missionaries 
live. I found that owing to the presence of typhus fever most 
of the missionaries had fled to the hills ten miles from the dty 
for fresh air and recreation. Mrs. A. was there, residing in a 
Buddhist temple in the family of Dr. Blodget. Having good 
society, good food and fresh air and daily donkey rides over 
the hills, I have rapidly recruited and now after a delay of ten 
days in this charming locality, feel like returning to Pao Fu to 
begin the labor of another year. The whole summer has been 
devoted to work for the starving, and now I long for my little 
study where I can devote myself to systematic study of the 
language. So bidding farewell to our good friends at the hills 
we started en route hcmieward. 

August 14th. — I must tell you more about our residence at 
the hills. From the first settlement of foreigners at Peking they 
have felt it necessary during the hot months to escape from the 
vapors and the mud of the city. The mountam range which 
extends north to Mongolia has its foot-hills about ten miles from 
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Peking. All North China is one vast range till 70a reach the 
hills which rise gradually to thousands of feet, when it stretches 
away in the vast plateau of Siberia. What a relief it was to my 
eyes weary with gazing on flat, uninteresting fields for so many 
months, to see once more the "upland lawns, the rising slopes " 
and grassy sor&ce of the lovely hills. The Buddhist priests 
have monopolized all the most beautiful valleys and spots for 
the erection of temples luid pagodas. These latter pleasantly 
vary the landscape and add especially to the beauty of the 
plains below. These temples are kept by the dirty priests who 
bum incense in front of their hideous divinities, whose presence 
they summon by striking on bcUs and beating drums. The 
priests, whose avarice is usually equal to their filth, rent tbeir 
temples to the foreigners, saxes of whom reside here during 
the summer. The mode of travelling is usually on donkeys 
that traverse the narrow and stony paths with great ease. I 
am the proud possessor of one o( these noble beasts, to which I 
am much attached. Mis. Ament joins with me in expression 
of greatest r^ard for my friend. 

Ever yours, 

W. S. , 



PMng, Aug, IS, iS/a. 
Dear Dr. Clasz : 

Now that my summer vo-k is ended it seems fit that I 
should give you some little account of it. Immediately on the 
conclusion of the annual meeting in April and May, Mr. Pier- 
son and I started for the interior with money to relieve the 
starving thousands. As Pao Ting Fu was full of beggars and 
pestilence we left the ladies of the station in Peking, giving 
them a fine opportunity to study the language and become ac- 
quainted with the other members of the mission. We hastened 
on, as rapidly as Chinese carts drawn by mules whose bones 
protruded for want of food could carry us, to the market village 
of Liu Chiu in the Hsien district of Yao Vang about 400 li 
from Peking and iSo li from Fao Ting Fu. Mr. Goodrich had 
been there a few weeks before us and had in a measure prepared 
the way, acquainting the people with our morives in giving aid, 
and also with our plan of operations. At the time of our ar- 
rival the people had been somewhat disturbed by many rob- 
beries, some of them very bold, that had recently taken place. 
A soldier told me that fourteen robbers had been captnred io 
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that vicinity and several cxccu^. The tatter fact was not 
news to me as I saw the ghastly heads swung in cages on the 
street foi the inspection of the people. Our method of [»oce- 
dure was by personal inspection to find out the needs of a vil- 
lage, secure the names of the families and the number of them, 
and then on the following day give them funds for ten days' 
sustenance. Mr. Hunt's death occurring, also Dr. Blodget's 
illness, Mr. Pierson was invited to come to Peking and assist in 
the caie of the treasury and press. Arriving at Pao Ting Fn 
he remained for three weeks waiting for further advices. lo 
the meantune, I was alone in the country carrying on the work 
as best I could. After the expiration of three weeks Mr. Pier- 
son returned to Liu Chin and I went to Peking for more money 
and a few days' recreation. I am glad to say that I made a 
five days' journey in three days, showing the best time oa hotse- 
back yet made between Pao Ting Fu and Peking. 

The deaths of four missionaries and the illness of Mr. Smith, 
all with typhus fever, depressed my spirits very much and made 
me anxious to complete our work in the country where fever 
seemed to have its natural home. I think I have Celt the sensa- 
tions of a soldier under fire for the first time. Comrades have 
dropped on all sides from an enemy more deadly and pitilest 
than the leaden bullet. Never did my religion appear more 
grand and precious, or the [vesence of Christ more comforting. 
Surely the law of compensation holds good in spiritual as m 
financial affairs. 

Finishing our work as rapidly as possible, Mr. Pierson and I 
bade farewell to that desolate region and the throngs who came 
to see us depart, and launched our carts for Peking. I will say 
launched as the roads by recent rains had been reduced to that 
state of consistency when liquidity and not solidity prevails. 
Such roads I The imagination of a Dante conld not conceive 
of worse in the region of the lost. At Ho Chien Fu we 
separated, he going to Pao Fu, I hastening on to Peking, which 
place I reached August ad almost as much dead as alive, a 
vile carter having annoyed me, and diarrhoea having weakened 
me, throughout the whole journey of seven days. But weari- 
ness seemed to vanish when I entered the pleasant rooms and 
gra^fied the warm hand of good Dr. Kodget, with whom Mrs. 
Ament bad been spending her leisure at the hills. It was re- 
freshing to be in association with this learned and good man. 
Our temple, snuggled in a pleasant valley, made us a chann- 
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ing fkotne, and the fresh influences of nature, directed by the 
Father's hand, asasted to restore a soul oppressed and sad- 
dened belong association with poverty and sin, Aftertendays 
of such recreation, I began to long for home and Pao Ting Fu 
frran which I have bwn separated for four long months. 
August 14th Mis. Ament and I set our faces homeward. 
After a shnt visit with the invalid Brother Chapin at Tung-chow 
we hope to take boat via Tientsin for Pao Fu. 

Pm Ting Fm, Stpt. ip, 187S. 
Mr. Ajoht to Dr. Clark : 

Home again I After five months of wandering and sep- 
aration we find ourselves once more a united station. 

We reached Tientsin Saturday p. H., and after spending the 
Sabbath with Mr. and Mrs. Stanley and collecting the boxes of 
supplies waiting for us, we on Monday boarded our little boat 
once more and after a delightful ride of four days, found our- 
sdves on the "bund" in Pao Ting Fu. Though quite a 
boisterous crowd followed us through the streets we succeeded 
in retching home safely. 

The summer's ezpenence, hard as it may have been, has not, 
I hop^ been lost upon us. It has taught me independence, 
has con&med my little knowledge of the language and given 
roe a deeper insight Into Chinese character. I am not dis- 
mayed by the depravity of nature thus revealed to me, but 
think that I can discern the germs that may be developed into 
a noble manhood under the genial influences of the Gospel. 
The Chinese are very susceptible to kindness and fully appre- 
ciate honesty, so little known among them. They know that 
truth is the exception among themselves and deplore the fact. 
Dr. Blodget told me that the leading Chinaman in the recent 
troubles with the English said, " The foreigners are honest, and 
therefore will prevail." 

We have vigorously entered upon the work of repairs, en- 
deavoring to make ourselves comfortable for another year. 
The rains had crumbled the walls of our buildings and the 
roob were also soaked through. 

Dtttmher 6, rSjS. 
To Dk. Clark : 

We have had one communion season since our return 
£rom Pduag. Four were received on confession into our little 
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church, which now numbers about diirty-five, aod others were 
received on jobation. Among the former was a little bey, 
Chang So (ton of our oldett helper Meng"), twelve yean of 
age, who to us is an object of great interest. He has a br^ht 
and winning face, jet black, briUiaot eyes, and a still mtne bril- 
liant intellect. He reads better thui most young men of 
twenty years, sings well, daily reads tm Bible, apparently with 
an understanding heart. He is the light and sunshine of our 
little group of Christians. Wc wish to educate him at our 
school at Tung-chow but alas, where is the money to come from ? 
The missionaries there say the allowance of the Board is already 
insufficient for the expense and they cannot ukc new boys. 
What is to be done 7 If this church wishes to spend fifty or 
sixty doUais a year for diis boy you may be educating one who 
may be a shining light in the Church of God and lead many to 
righteousness. (Now pastor in Fao Ting Fu since 1900, Meng 
Chi Tseng.) 

I fed much encouraged with my recent prepress in the 
language. I conduct my own family prayers and expect soon 
to b^in my daily Bible class. In these exercises I am assisted 
by oui oldest helper who readily catches my meaning and hdpa 
me out of my difficulties. The coming year we wish to prose- 
cute a vigorous campugn. Wc missionaries are much hampered 
in our work by the great number who come to us for molical 
aid. A good physician is the one thing needed to complete the 
equipment of our station. ' Dr. Porter will no doubt tell yoD 
how the work opens before as in that direction. 

Poo Ting Fu, Jan. as, 1S79. 
DiabMiss Schhuor: 

I start on Monday for a long tour in the country. I go 
alone and try my young wings as a preacher when I have no 
other foreigner at l^d to hdp me. I fear nothing except the 
cold which is very intense. Imagine me in a long she<^i8kin 
and Chinese woolen boots and mittens. I also carry skates, 
for fear I shall reach the overflowed land where carta cannot 
go, and I must go many miles on foot. I have men to carry 
my luggage and I go with skates till 1 reach a preaching place. 
Mrs. Ament is quite strong again but is haidly courageous 
enough to face the cold with me. Chinese New Year occurred 
on the 3ist of January. The streets are quiet and all the peo- 
ple are in tbdr homes and most of them are gambling, drinking 
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whiskey, or eating great quantities cf food which they coniider 
a duty at this season. Many peo[de arc making calls with their 
red cajtjs. Their customs at this season are similar to oun. 
Acoqrt this line in great haste. 

Your faithful friend, 

W. S. Aunt. 

Pm Ting Fu, March iS, tSjg. 

Ht DKAft MOTRIR \ 

Mr. PicisoD has been gone more than a month in the 
country and I have had the whole care of the sution. The 
work among the women is most interesting. They realty come 
in throngs and our three women have thdi hands fall. Mary 
does wonders in the language and in medicine and has also 
begun a school for boys which now numbers six or eight 
scholars. She is quite strong again, and loves her street Arabs. 
The leada of tlw boys is called " Nick in the nose," because 
be has a smallpox mark on the end of his nose. They are 
keen little fellows and learn our catechism very rapidly. 
Yesterday Mary and I went to visit some Mohammedan friends 
and had a very pleasant time. They fed us with all kind of 
confectionery and a kind of mince pie, which we could never 
eat before, but we found that used with garlic they were quite 
eataUe. They wanted Mary to come alone, but I was afraid 
to have her, fearing some trap on their part. The Moham- 
medan women are quite supemv to the Chinese women and 
have a very ladylike manner. 

I preach regularly every Sabbath to a congregatim of abont 
forty men and women. Of course my idioms are very im- 
perfect and words and ideas considerably mixed, but I manage 
in some way to get through a sermon. I also have a class di 
men on Sabbath afternoon. Lost week I received four men on 
probation. They came here to see us, supposing we were Ro- 
man Catholics. They knew much about religion and wished to 
enter. Thinking of keeping them from going to the devil that 
way, I explained the doctrine of Jesus and served to convince 
them that Christ was better than the Pope. They changed 
their minds and resolved to cast in their lots with us. I have 
found a Nicodemus here also. A man from a large govern- 
ment office, in his silk garments, comes here frequently in the 
late evenings. He told me the other evening that our doctrine 
was a great one but be could nof attend (Q it in the daytime. 
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He is a very bright man and knows a great deal of our doctrine. 
Pray the Lord that he may have bddness to state hia senti- 
ments without fear of peisccution. 

Mr. Pierson in the country was nearly suffocated by charcoal 
gas, and fainted after he leit the room. Suffocation is one of 
the dangers of winter travel in China. Hundreds of people are 
anxious to bear the Gospel in the country, and many villages 
have iuvited Mr. Pierson to go and preach to them. He ex- 
pects to visit two villages a day for the next two weeks. What 
are we aniong so many ? 

With very much love from myself and Mary, 

Your 90D, 

W. S. Ameht. 

Dear Miss ScHHtHSR : 

We are about starting to Peking for our annual raisnon 
meeting. At this time we expect to meet President Grant who 
will arrive in Peking in a few weeks. Mr. Pierson has just 
arrived from the country after a tour of seven weeks. He 
brings terrible reports of the work of the Roman Catholics. 
The Chinese officials hate the priests. They are continually 
meddling with the course of law and the execution c^ their 
orders. We are all in splendid health and full of work. The 
women come here in throngs and oui Sabbath congregations 
overflow all the rooms. I preach n^ularly on the Sabbath, 
though as yet in a stammering manner. Mrs. Ament leads 
us all in accuracy of speech. I quite envy her progress. 
Ever your sincere friend, 

W. S. AinNT. 

Atf Tii^ F»,Junt a6, 1879. 
My DEAR Mother : 

Summer has come and with it tbe dreadful dry heat of 
this, at present, rainless r^on. The air is almost like a sirocco 
from the desert. The t^dala of the city have been out to the 
temples to pray for rain several times, and yet tbe dragon holds 
his supply. We do most heartily pray to the true God of 
heaven that this region may not be given over to the horrois 
of another famine. Fruit is getting prematurely ripe and the 
grain looks yellow. If it were not for the mat sheds which we 
have over our houses, I am afraid that we could not stand the 
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heat from these brick walls aad courts. As it is we luScr but 
little and are very grateful that we are so well cared for. 
Next week I start on a country tour and my tune in regard to 
the weather will be changed. Of course I go in a Chinese cart 
which will be covered and will be very hot I can occasionally 
exchange the cart for a donkey. I expect to meet Mr. Good- 
rich at liu Cbiu, one of oar stations. He is an old ex- 
perienced missionary, and his presence will relieve the journey 
of much tedium and distress. He is a beautiful speaker of the 
language and I anticipate much help. He is also a fine singer 
and musician and his coming is relished by the nadves. I talce 
for my food several cans of vegetables and fruit During the 
summer, life is precarious in the country at best and it is wisest 
to take good care of oneself. I could live wholly on Chinese 
food if necessary, but the experience of older men proves that 
not to be the wisest course. I also am well provided with 
medicines. I find that there is no special value or benefit in 
making hardships jnst for the sake of bearing tbem, and I am 
learning to take some care of myself. Mary is still in Peking. 

Ptking, /ufy Iff, iSjy. 
To Hiss Schiruer : 

My little wife is prostrate on a bed of illness. I re- 
turned two days ago after a separation of nine weeks. I was 
among the cold and indifferent heathen, separated by a country 
flooded with water, and she was languishing alone, unable to 
lift a hand in self-defense. She has never recovered from ber 
sickness of last October and because we bad no physician sick- 
ness which cannot be cured in a month or two has been en- 
tailed upon her. She is so patient and cheerful that she has 
won golden opinions from everybody and seems to breathe the 
very atmosphere of heaven. We hope that when the cold 
weather comes on she will improve and be able in the course 
of time to go about her accustomed duties. 

Just before I left home I bad tbe pleasure of baptizing two 
literary men who seem willing to give up their earthly prospects 
fortbeGospd. 

Ptking, July 33, 1S79. 
W. S. Ament to Dr. Clark: 

You see by my address that I am again in Peking. At 
the annual meeting Mis. Ament was not able to be moved and 



itized by Google 



50 WILLIAM 800TT AMENT 

Pao Ting Fu has been deprived of her presence for the spring 
and summer. There seems no other way but for me to leave 
Mrs. A. here in the hands of those already overburdened with 
work, and return to Pao Fu alone to keep up our station. I 
know you have made great exertions to get us a physician and 
we do not complain. I regard onr station as in the most en- 
couraging attitude of any in the mission. 

I have just returned to Peking after a cine weeks' absence. 
During a portion of this time I had the pleasure of Mr. Good- 
rich's company in a short toui in the region south of Pao Fu. 
The season was a little unfortunate owing to the wheat harvest 
which occupied the whole attention of the villagers. As it was 
we found diat most of the probationers received in the winter 
had remained constant and some others stood ready to enter 
OUT ranks. The helpers had been doing good work though 
without the presence of their pastors, and we look forwajrd 
with hope to their increased efficiency. We were also assisted 
by srane of the boys from the Tung-chow school. They give 
great promise of future usefulness. One promising feature of 
their early attempts at preaching is their large use of Scripture 
with which they seem to be familiar. Native learning is so su- 
perficial that we find helpers and boys from the school are ef- 
ficient just in proportion as they drink from the sacred foun- 
tain. I begin to see more clearly that the Bible itself is our 
best preaching agency. The story of the cross seems less to 
move the Chinese heart than the grand sentiments (often akin 
to the Bentiments of their sages) and holy fervor of the Psalms 
and other portions of the Old Testament. The work in Pao Fu is 
in that state which gives us hope of speedy enlargement. The 
Sabbath before I started for Peking we celebrated the Lord's 
Supper and two men, our personal teachers, were received by 
baptism into the church, liiesewere literary men, oneof whom 
has known the doctrine for several years, and never before mani- 
fested any desire to accept it for himself. We regard him now 
as a converted man, one who gives up his prospects of govern- 
ment employ for the sake of Christ This step for these liter- 
ary men, we trust, will be of special significance and value in 
our community. It means for them (unless results arc different 
than we expect) social ostracism and exclusion from the honors 
of office. 

Five women were also received on probation and two men, 
one ot whom is surgeon in a military yamen or office. These 
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women are from the better classes, well dressed, with dean, 
twight faces. Their faithfulness has been tested by months tk 
regular attendance on our Sunday service and a positive desire 
to Icam shown in their committing much Scripture to memory 
and the mastery of several hymns and a. primed prayer. This 
work among the women fills us with perpetual joy. At the 
other stations it seems difficult to secure any women listeners. 
We in Fao Fu City have more such listeners than we can find 
room for. Mrs. A.ment has been a Urge factor in their work, 
but now she is laid aside. Would that we had tuuaairied 
ladies sufficient to push this work vigorously. 

Poo Ting Fu, Oct. f, tSjg. 
Mr DEAR MoTHZIt : 

Still in my widowed solitude awaiting the arrival of the 
Piersons. I hope that next week will see them here. Two 
days ago I received the first mail I had seen for a long while. 
You may imagine the zeal with which I tore open the little pack- 
age which finally did come by slow Chinese post. These fd- 
lows are an independent crowd and if it rains or if their supply 
of letters is small they wilt loiter on the way, drink and sing at 
the inns, and you may howl and rage all you please, they will 
take their own time. 

We have several probationers who are patiently waiting till 
their day shall come. One old man, a merchant, and the 
wealthiest man in our little group of churchgoers, said be 
wanted to be baptized also. He had hardly courage to shut 
up his shop on Sabbath and we wait for him to make that de- 
cision. This is always a test question with a Chinaman. 

I work hard and study myself hoarse almost every day to 
learn the language. I am trying to become as learned as pos- 
sible in Chinese history and folk-lore, and if I do not write 
much upon the subject now it is because I am laying in materi- 
als for future use. China is a couotry especially whose insti- 
tutions and history need to be mastered, not in a day or a year. 
The old books are locked up in the hardest kind of classical 
laogosge, very different from the colloquial, and, then too, their 
customs are so numerous and methods of thought so utterly 
different from what we have been accustomed to that you must 
grow into a Chinaman before you can understand them. I 
want to be a Christian Chinaman, with an American educa- 
tion. Chinese ideas and phrases and ways of looking at things 
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lire gradually soaking into me, and I hope in good time I may 
draw some out by dint of hard squeezing. I suppose I carry 
about with me the celestial aroma. 

I use a little charcoal fire, pay one-tenth of a cent for h(A 
water for my tea (we never steep tea ourselves here) and eat 
the usual amount of rice and millet, cabbage, sweet potatoes, 
onions, garlic, and dough cut in strips. Grapes are also in 
the market of which I eat great quantities. I am getting so 
acclimated that I have my tea between meals, like any literary 
gentleman. I hope to take a long tour, perhaps going to 
Honan and Shantung, to be gone two months or more. 

With much love to Claribel and my nephew. 

Your affectionate son, 

W. S. Amknt. 

Pao Ting Fu, Oct. 21, 1879. 
W. S. Ameht to Dr. Clark : 

I had a pleasant journey up the river, embracing the 
opportunity in several places to preach and distribute books. 
As we shall be constantly ascending and descending that river 
perhaps for years to come, I hope to sow its banks with gospel 
seed till they shall be more beautiful even than at present with 
their graceftU willows. In places this unusually transparent river 
broadens out into lake-like proportions and furnishes scenoy 
unsurpassed in North China. The poor inhabitants along its 
banks fail to appreciate its beauty, as they have a perpetual 
struggle to keep its wayward waters from engulfing their homes. 
On arriving at Fao Ting Fu, I was agreeably surprised to 
find that our few brethren bad been so faithful in keeping up 
the regular Sabbath service and were ready to give mc so cor- 
dial a welcome at cor first gathering. After a few days a man 
presented himself who said that he had been waiting more than 
a month for the arrival of a preacher of the Jesus doctrine, but 
as he asked for medicine at the same time, I considered him as 
only one of the many who sought merely the loaves and fishes. 
He proved to be an entirely different man. He continued to 
come regularly to all our gatherings, bought many books and 
paid for them in a most gratifying manner. Several years ago, 
in some way or other, from some member of this station, he 
secured a copy of the New Testament, and this book he had 
studiously perused. He is in official employ and in the yamea. 
He endured no littie persecution for reading the foreign book. 
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For several yean he has seen do one who could explain its 
contents. Having obtained leave of absence he came to Fao 
Ting Fu and was much disappointed when he found we were 
all gone. 

November 93d. — A month has rolled away and now I con- 
tinue this letter from another city — Tientsin. I was very 
•orry to leave Mr. Pieraon alone with all the wari of the station 
upon his hands, but I came down on medical recommendation 
and have had also abimdant opportunity to engage in mission 
work. Dr. Porter has arrived and almost immediately set out 
for Shantung where he joins Smith and Stanley. In the mean- 
time I conduct the Sabbath services for our few Christians 
here. Mrs. Ament is gradually improving, and the doctor, a 
young Englishman of limited experience, has hope of her com- 
plete recovery. These beautiful autumn days and the vigoroui 
bracing sea air felt here at this season of the year prove to be 
her best medicine. I feel like a miscreant here away from my 
work and beloved station, and shall return at my first oppor- 
tunity. To my mind an inland station has superior advan- 
tages to a port. Here are constant interruptions which destroy 
the possibility of i^ulat study and also divert one's mind from 
the Chinese. The natives are more hostile to foreigners and 
in every respect work is done at arms' length. Even a mia> 
sionary appreciates the sympathy of those for whom he labors 
and he only receives it from the simple-hearted natives of the 
interior. 

Ptkittg, Dtt. g, iSfQ. 
My bkar Mother : 

I am at Peking, en route to Pao Ting Fu after a stay of 
over a month with Mary at Tientsin. She is recovering her 
strength very rapidly now and hopes by February to retnm to 
Pao Ting Fu in a mule litter. Her physician says he knows 
no reason why she should not be recovered by that time. To- 
morrow I start with Roberts on a tour into the country. In 
about six weeks I expect to return for Mary. 
Only a word in great haste. 

Your son, 

W. S. Ahxmt. 



Since the birtli of her first child, in November, 1878— 
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the UtUe Mai^aret, wlio did not live— Mis. Am^t had 
been mach of an iDvalid. 

The neoBBBity of a doctor for the station at Pao Ting 
Fn had long been felt The urgent appeal of Mr. Fleraon 
in the mission papers attracted the attention of Dr. A. P. 
Peek, of Beloit, Wisconsin, and his wife. Their appli- 
cation vas gladly accepted by the American Board, and 
they were assigned, with the Ber. William Bhaw and 
wife, to the Pao "Rng Fa station. At the annnal meet- 
ing of the mlBBlon in May, 1880, held at Peking, very 
important and far-reaching decisions were arrired at A 
new station in Shantong had oome to be a neoessity. It 
was to be opened in the village of P'ang Chnang, ttie 
centre of a now expanding and exacting work. Bey. 
Arthur [H. Bmith and Bev. Henry D. Porter, with their 
families, were assigned to the new station. At the same 
time the need of permanent aid to the station at Kalgan 
was very argent Ber. Jamee A. Boberts and wife vol- 
nnteered to aooept a txanafer to this apland station. The 
oontinoed ill health of Mrs. Ament seemed to demand a 
change for her, which was foond in locating them at 
Peking. "It is not in man that walketh to direct his 
steps." Mr. Ament felt that so great a change was not 
at all of his seeking. An ardent r^;ard for the fine 
leadership of Dr. Blodget was an element in leading him 
to accept the decision. The sequel will show how folly 
he met the new and inspiring responsibility. 
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A itMtly pletuiiTC dome deoee ; 
Where Alph, Che ucred river imn 

Through cavems meuuielen to man 
DoWD to > SBiiless tea. 

So twice five uilet ^ fertile grovnd 
With walb and towen were girdled nmnd.* 
-~CeIetitiee. 

TV 

PEEING AND THE NORTH CHINA MISSION 

THE halo of age aod of myiAery long hnng aboat 
the northern capital of Obina. From Maroo 
Polo's day onward great interest has gathered 
about the dty of the Great Khan. Oar modem days 
have made the name Peking a household word. The 
splendid capital of any nation merits a world-wide inter- 
est The glamonr of antiquity softens the coloring while 
it increases the cbann of the capital city of Ohlna. The 
classical name, still maintained in elegant Ohineee writ- 
ing, "The Swallow Capital," reached back into the 
depths of ancient times. The present city owes its g^- 
eral form to the military grandson of Genghis Khan, who 
made it his capital. 

Dr. Ameot'a researches In the iblstory of the MongcA 
oocnpation and the records of Marco Polo show clearly 
that the elder dty of the Golden Tartars was somewhat 
Bonthwest of the present dte, though inclnding portions 
of the soDthem city. Knblai built a vast enolosore, the 
mnd walls of which are still seen two miles before enter- 
ing the modem dty. This had no fiwiing of brick. Even 
the present dty owes its fine rectangular form, its broad, 
parallel thoronghfiues, its many lanes, wider than the 
narrow streets of other Chinese dtiee, to the Great Ehan 
who adorned It with palaces and temple& When the 
Mongols were expelled the city was redaoed In size. The 
65 



itized by Google 



68 WILLIAM SCOTT AMENT 

first of the Mings built the north wall, and the great 
Tang Lo, in 1419, rebnilt the other three Bides. The 
Manchns fbond a city noble in itB proportions and 
strength. Its vail, fifty feet high, with Its saooeesion of 
battreeses and crenelations, is thon^t to be the fineet in 
Asia. The aoathem city, in reality a soborb to the 
Manchn palaoee, was enclosed within a wall in 1543. 
Many elaborate deeoriptioDS, with accoonta of the temples 
and architectnral adornments of the city, hare been given. 
Tlie approach to the city ia impreesive. Its walls and 
towers loom np grandly fiY>m the low plain. From the 
top of the wall the vast area of the city seems livid with 
the green of auaoia trees covering the low roofed courts 
and residences. 

The Goal Hill with ito graceful temples, the long rows 
of imperial palaces glittering in their yellow glaze, the 
temples of the Tartar city, the princely homes with green 
tile in lien of yellow, the vast parks in the sonthem city, 
home of the Temple of Heaven and the Temple of Agri- 
cnltnre, add their interest to the attractions. 

The lore of this Cbineee city not only attracted the 
waiting diplomats, bat merchant and missionary were 
held in leash nntil the dogs of war coald give them op- 
portanity. Among thoee thos eager to find an approach 
to the Manchn capital were the miasionariee of the 
American Board of Missions, then, and for a decade or 
more, located at Shanghai. Among these were Henry 
Blodget and William Aitdieeon. Fellow stndents and 
tators at Tale Collie, they had come to China in 1854. 
In 1859 Mr. Aitchesoo had accompanied the American 
minister, Mr. John W. Davis, as an assistant interpre- 
ter with Bev. W. A. F. Martin, I>r. Williams being sec* 
retary of legation. Bamming from Peking Mr. Aitchesoo 
bad &llen ill en ronte to Tientsin and died on the way. 
The loss of his fellow worker affected Mr. Blodget very 
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deeply. HaTiug gone to Japan in the sommer of 1860, 
ut opportonlty came to him to sail for Tientsin vith the 
allied fleet in a troop ship carrying soldiers from Japan, 
He anived in TientsiQ Angnst 26, 1860. The capture of 
Peking, Uie hnntiliation of the imperial gOTdmment and 
the oootinQed ooonpation of Tientsin made it possible for 
him to seoore a foothold in that quaint dty. 

After a retom to Shanghai, Mr. Blodget come north 
again in October to the newly opened port and thus be* 
came the forenuuer of the still increasing number of 
mifisiOD Torkers. A preaching chapel vas soon fonnd 
wittiin the <^ty, on the main street not Car from the b^ 
toirer. Bented at first, the premiaes were later pnr- 
chased. Ur. Blodget remained at Tientsin for three 
years nntil the station was well reenfbroed by yonnger 
men. He then sought a plaoe in the capital itself. Others 
had preceded him there, among them Ber. W. A. P. 
Martin, vho in April, 1910, celebrated his aixtietb year 
of serrice in Ohlna, the H'estor well belored of all mis- 
siona in China. 

Among the workers at Peking was Dr. Stewart, who 
had fine premises eecnred for medical work. He fonnd 
himself, however, obliged to withdraw and had oifered the 
premiaee for sale. Mr. Blodget at once made an eiTort to 
secure the location for his mission. It was snggeeted to 
Urs. Bridgman, of Shanghai, that she might aid in se- 
curing the fine place in Peking. She accordingly pur- 
chased the r«sideDce of Dr. Stewart at the value of eight 
thousand taels. Mr. Blodg^ at once removed to Peking 
and was followed by Mrs. Bridgman herself in the autumn 
of 1864. As was her wont, Mrs. Bridgman gathered a 
fbw girls and so started the school which still perpetaat«B 
her name in the Bridgman Academy for Girls. 

The central location of the compound gave it special 
importance. The street on which it looked was one of 
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the Bhort croas aTenaes. It gives acoeas to the centre of 
tbe city and to the imperial palace gate to the sontliTest. 
The street bears the gaalnt name Teng Shih Koo, " Th« 
Lamp Market Street ' ' 

The securing of the premisea marked a definite advance 
in the prosecatioa of miflsion work. Mr. Blodget opened 
a rear gate, off £rom his stady, and in tlie afternoon spoke 
to tlLose Tho cared to listen or to read. Among the lat- 
ter was an intelligent Mancha, with a fine &ce though 
marked with smallpoz. He came frequently and looked 
over the little books. He was a needle seller. Mr. Blod- 
get asked him if he woold not like to come every after- 
noon and read to the people. This he oonsented to do for 
a small reward. He was about the same age as Mr. 
Blodget Am a bannerman, he had a small montUy 
stipend and some daties, such as are assigned to the dif- 
ferent banners. Thng it came about that Mr. Jung be- 
came attached to the missioD. He became a disclpla 
His dear voice and fine Peking speech added to his serr- 
ioe. When the street chapel was opened Jnng Hsien 
Sheng became the accepted preacher. As his knowledge 
of Christian tenets increased his ability to explain ad- 
vanced. It is a joy to record that some thirty years later 
it conld be said of him ; " He is an honest Chinaman." 
His strong and admirable character developing throogh 
years of service was a signal light to the growing chnroh 
at Peking. He lived to monm tho departure of Dr. 
Blodget in 1894. He had seen the Christian fellowship 
grow from nothing to many hundreds and had seen the 
expansion into distant provinces. 

The position in Peking being secure, there were soo- 
oesslve reenforcements : Mr. J. T. Gnlick, for the Mongol 
work in 1864 ; Bev. Channcey Qoodrich, in 186S ; Mr. 
P. R Hunt and Mis Porter, in 1868 ; Bev. O. Holcombe^ 
in 1869. 
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Tlie time had come for a translatioD of the Scriptures 
into Maudaiin coUoqaikL Tliis necessitated a mission 
press, which vaa established by Mr. Hnnt, transferred 
tmm a like work in Madras. Mr. Hunt remodelled the 
east court, built a fine press boilding and bindery and 
edooated his workmen to do most excellent work in each 
department. Daring the following two decades the press 
filled a most valnable place in the literary department of 
mission effort. On the death of Mr. Hant, in 1878, he 
was gncoeeded by Mr. Willis 0. Koble^ who was in 
charge for ten years. 

In the antnmn of 1868, Mrs. Bridgman withdrew to 
Shanghai, leaving the girls' efchool in the care of Miss 
Porter. 

Id the mmmer of 1673, a church building was erected, 
in the west court, the gift of Mis. Tank, of Wisconsin. 
Its chorchly windows and simple interior, with qnlet and 
tasteful coloring, made a happy impression on all who 
came there to worship. 

For twenty-five years it was the home of ObriBtiaQ song 
and service. Mr. Holcombe found a second location for 
a preaching chapel a mile north on the great street near 
the Sizt^ Lan& A work was carried on here fbr thirty 
yeais, ootil the Boxer destnictions. The North Chapel 
and the country work at Cbo Chon were in charge of the 
younger membOTS of the station. 

Dr. Blodget had the aatis&ction of laying these 
broad foondations, of welcoming many fellow work- 
ers of many denominations and of seeing a oontln- 
nons expansion of the several missions In efficacy 
and advancing snooess. It was into the goodly fellow- 
ship of kindred and sympathetic workers that Mr. 
Anient was now to come. He was to develop and 
strengthen soch feUowsbip through many years of ardent 
serr-ioe. 



itized by Google 



60 WnJJAM SCOTT AMENT 

TieiifsiM, May ai, 1880. 
W, S. AuENT to Dk. Clark : 

We have been the recipients of several letters from you 
for which we are very grateful. Mrs. Ament's health has been 
very much improved by the pure air and her pleasant surround- 
ings in Tientsin. Mr. and Mrs. Stanley have done all that 
Christian kindness could suggest to make her visit profitable 
and agreeable. However we have been unable to repress a 
sensation of homelessncss. 

On all sides it has been generally decided that it would be 
extremely unwise for Mrs. Ament to attempt to live in Pao Ting 
Fu again, at least for a tenn of years. Say what we may, life in 
an interior station in China is much harder than in a port or 
any place where fbreignets are more numerous. 

I certainly should hesitate a long period before I left the 
sUtion of my first settlement and first affection, only as I am 
compelled by dire necessity. 

Providentially, as it seemed, Mr. Roberts had conceived a 
very strong desire to be removed to an inland sUtion. Ac- 
cording to his request the mission transferred him and his 
family to Kalgan and myself and wife to Peking. In Peking 
Mrs. Ament will be able to obtain good medical aid dose at 
hand, and can also secure certain things necessary to her re- 
covery bat impossible to secure in Pao Ting Fu. I assure you 
we heartily rejoice in the prospect of again settling in oui own 
home, and especially that I can once more resume my long 
neglected studies. In leaving Pao Ting Fu we are glad that 
Mr. Pierson is not fo be left alone. 

Ta Chueh Sm {twentp-jm miles nor/hwtst 
of Piking, among tht hills), July so, 1880. 

MV DKAII MOTHXK : 

Mary and I reached Peking the 3d of July. She endured 
the journey much better than we feared, but summer life in hot 
Peking soon exhausted her strength. It was a refreshing sensa- 
tion to think that we were in our own home. As Miss Chapin 
has her house in process of repair, she has taken temporary 
possession of ours and will care for it until we return from the 
bills. Mary cannot endure, even for a day, the hot stifling ail 
of a Chinese city, so with most of the foreigners we made ar- 
rangements to escape for our lives. Mr. Noble, our mission 
treasurer and business manager, had already engaged a place 
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far us with hii own family in a large Buddhist temple, whose 
name is at the head of this letter. Mary was carried all the 
way in a chair by six men, but was Tery much worn out as it 
tow &c»n 7 : 30 A. H. till 5 p. H. Part of the way was very 
hot and she was carried through small mountain tOTrents. 
Part <rf the way was very rocky, and the men were so careless 
that occasionally her chair would strike a rock and she would 
receive quite a shock. 

July 26th. — Hary and I are gradually recovering in our rnoun* 
tain borne, and this afternoon, feeliDg more vigorous, we 
climbed to a little Buddhist summer-bousc in the rear of the 
temple, where we reach the highest point possible cm the 
grounds. We find the rear walls cov^^d with delicate moss 
and several varieties Ot fern. It is a beautiful spot and a de- 
lightful change from the dreary dty and plain, A few gray 
squirrels frisk about on the trees. The kind priests have 
scruples against killing them. 

liie tem[dc grounds are kept pore and fresh by pnpetnal 
streams of mountain water which is conducted in evoy direc- 
tion by stone troughs. In two places large ponds have been 
constructed into which the wata a poured through two huge 
dragon mouths. In these ponds grow the lotus plant, emblem 
of Buddha. All kinds of fish are there. At the base of the 
mountains are kept the sacred hogs, huge, black, dirty 
creatures, which arc never killed, but when they have died, 
are eaten by the priests, who eat no meat except this sacred 
pork. At stated intervals the priests enter the largest building 
in the whole enclosure, and beat the drums and chant most 
monotonously their sacred books. The temple is dimly lighted 
with bean oil lamps, and the priests, in yellow garments, beat- 
ing cymbals, striking resonant wood, make an impressive scene. 
The poor priests who go through the same rigmarole year after 
year, bowing down to the same mud idols, with a litde gilt 
stuck on, must lead very dismal lives. But I suppose they are 
animated by the hope of an immortality of nonentity in the 
Western Heavens, where Buddha lives. 

Shanghai, Stpt. 7, 1880. 
W. S. Amint /o Dr. Culkk : 

I regret very much that I am compelled to write to you 
under these circumstances so far from my field of labor. It is 
the unanimous opinion of the mission, as well as of the phy- 
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eidaiis acquainted with Mrs. Ament's case, that she ought to 
return to America for a change of climate as welt as better 
medical treatment. I enclose to you the professional opinion 
of Drs. Porter and Attcrbur]'. The circular motion started by 
Dr. Blodget and signed by all the missionaries will be sent to 
you by the secretary, Mr. Chapin. We are very sorry that we 
were not able to communicate with you before the decision was 
made, but as the suggestion of Mrs. Ament's return to the 
United States came wholly from the physicians and not from 
ourselves, we dared not delay when their opinion was pub- 
licly made known. It seemed best for me to accomwiy Mrs. 
Ament to Shanghai, the worst half of her journey. From this 
place she will have the company of missionaries returning 
honM, 

Peking, Oct. z, 1880. 
My dear Mothik : 

I am once more in my own home, and settled in my 
own study and writing at my own standing desk. I shipped 
our darling Mary at Shanghai, September 9th, for America. 
Before this letter reaches you, you may have seen her and have 
beard from her own lips the story of her trip. Arrived at 
Tientsin, I took, by the aid of friends, the four days' ride up 
the river to Tung-chow, where Mr. and Mis. Goodrich just 
melted my heart by their goodness. I have worked very bard 
since my arrival and shsdl soon consider myself settled. I 
occupy my whole house alone and find it none too laige. I 
have my study in my former sitting-room and have it arranged 
very comforubly. My good horse James carries me out for a 
daily ride and to my chapel. The exercise seems to invigorate 
me very much. 

The commissioners to make the new treaty with the Chinese 
are in Peking preparing for their great undertaking. One is a 
Califomian, and a hater of the Chinese, but the other two are 
favorably disposed. Rumors of war with Russia still fill the 
air and the people axe growii^ distrustful of foreigners. We 
expect our new recruits in a few days, nine people, all for 
North China. 

I suppose by this time Claribel and my nephew are gone to 
the far West. To-day I go to make a call of welcome on Mrs. 
AngeU and her daughter. Custom is very rigid in certain lines 
among foreigners here. 
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I was pleased to find that one man, an old teacher, who had 
heard the Gospel for the first time in my chapel, had decided to 
renounce Confucianism and to become a Christian. He u 
Tery old and saturated with superstition and yet I think he !• 
ID earnest Wrark u very slow and discomraging in the laigo 
cities, but in the country we have very fevorable prospects 
Our helper returns and reporO a Urge number who wish 



Yoor son, 
W. S. 



iver in increastDg affectiao. 



AJHnf, Jan. 3, iSSi. 
Mr DBAK SiSTEB : 

Ages have rolled away since I last wrote yon. I have 
seen more and experienced more during that time than in any 
period of my life. As you doubtless know I am in my solitary 
borne, only w&idng for some favorable breeze to blow my Mary 
bock to me. Mission life has been no romance to her. She 
has left behind her a reputation for onnpleteness of character 
and iMightness in intellect second to no woman who ever came 
to China. She writes very hopefully from Cleveland, and I 
have some erpectation that she will return next fall. Your 
fint letter from Montana reached me some weeks ago. I was 
in the country, several days' journey from any foreigner, except 
Roman Catholic priests, who do not seem to enjoy my society. 
They have erected a fine cathedral only a few tniles from my 
country station, where there are at present over twenty French- 
men, mostly Jesuits, driven out of France, doubtless by Jules 
Ferry's educational bill. I hare just returned from the longest 
tour I have made in China, being absent from Peking over six 
weeks. Moot of the time I spent in the r^on of Hsien Hsien, 
where I have quite a remarkable opening. I have a nice litde 
chapel there, also a school of nine boys and a very hopeful 
«>mpany of girls and women. So you see the foundation 
■eems to be Ujd for a successful work. I find in China, as 
elsewhere, that no work permanently prospers unless there are 
women engaged in it. After spending some weeks here I went 
to the jBovince south of us, Shantung. I spent a short time 
belping Mr. Smith in his large and flourishing work there. He 
has several hundred members and scores of inquirers. Stun- 
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tung is Conrucins' native proriuce and is superior in material 
resources, as well as in the intelligence of the people, to Chihli. 
The Gospel has met with its greatest successes there. The 
Presbyterians and Methodists' have thousands of members. 
After I escorted Mary to Shanghai last September, I escoHed 
our new members to Kalgan, our most northerly station, situated 
on the boundary between China and Mongolia. I rode my 
pony up to the high plateaus of Mongolia, a most charming 
journey, over mountains that almost equal the Rockies in nig- 
gedness. I met a real dust storm on the plains which almost 
buried me alive. From Mongolia we descended to Peking, 
via Nankou, one of the most picturesque places in North China. 
I have ridden my pony almost daily the past three months, in 
touring, having travelled about i,ooo English miles. As a re- 
suit I find myself in better health than at any previous time. 
I will send you some books for your cooks. I suppose the 
Chinese which they speak is as different from Pekingese as 
Chocuw. 

The new treaties have just been signed at Peking and two 
of the high commissioners have returned to America. Dr. 
Angell, President of Michigan University, is still here, and a 
great addition himself and his family are to all classes in 
society. Alex's and mother's picture is before me. I gready 
delight in looking at them. Dear little man 1 I should hke to 
see him. I shall try and get for him some cute little Chinese 
garments. I now hope to remain in one place a greater length 
of time than for two years previously, so that I can accom- 
plish some of my long cherished schemes. 

Your brother, 

W. S. Amemt. 



The treaty refarred to in this letter to his sister tbs 
one fall of tiie deepest diplomatic iDteresL The Bar- 
lingame Treaty of 1868, irhioh first opened China to 
genuine diplomatio intwconrse vith Western nations, 
laid down the principle that intercourse should be in all 
respects reciprocal, and that free emigration wee the 
setnled habit of all Occidental nations. The great in- 
crease of the Chinese in California and their varied sac- 
■ Intended tor Englisb Uetbodiata at Lk> Ling District. 
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eemeB had aronsed the Band-Iotters of San Fruidsco to a 
high d^;ree of resistanoe. There vas a determmed effort 
to Becnre restrictiOD, as mnch as poesible. The three 
oommiaaioDers, while dilferlng amoDg themselves as to 
the amoont of limitadoii, nevertheless were able to make 
a reasonable compromise. "Hie coarteoos and afibble 
President Angell eecnred all that oonld at that time 
have been expected. He remained as TTuited States 
minister through the year, returning via Europe, in 
September, 1881. 

An interesting and important change in Mr. Ament's 
relation to the station vork opened before him in the 
early spring time of t^iis year. Dr. and Mrs. Blodget 
bad filled oot a ten yetus' service and a deserved for- 
longh was awaiting them. Daring this aervioe mnoh of 
Dr. Blodgef B time had been devoted to enriching tibie 
Utcratore of the ohnrch service. Many choice and 
beantiAil hymns had been translated. One of the wise 
critics of Oliineee style had said : " While Dr. Blodget 
lives there would be no need of any other translator of 
oar cbOTCh bymnology." The Bev. Chaancey Goodrich, 
another choice ^cpwt, especially in the newer and more 
lyricti qaalitiee of our evangelical hymns, was associated 
in this service. Mr. Ament was thas in the sole charge 
of the general station work. This involved the weekly 
service In the Soath Church, with its fall congregation 
and its Snnday-school and daily street chapel work. 
Into tiie care of these and the oversight of the enlarging 
oonntry station work he entered with a quick enthn- 



Peiittg, fan. 7, iSSi. 
W. S. Ahznt to Dr. Clare : 

After a long tour of over six weeks to the r^oni 
sooth of Peking and also in Shantung, I found mj^f once 
more in my own home. Some of the events and results of that 
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TUit I mil now endeavor to relate to you. You learned about 
a year ago of the providential opening in Hsien Haien dis- 
trict—how one man fleeing to Peking to escape starvation ac- 
cepted the truth, as it is in Christ, in our street chapel, was 
baptized with all his family, returned to his native home and 
entered vigorously upon the work of leading his friends and 
relatives to the same fountain of life. He has succeeded be- 
yond our highest expectations. It is certainly a pleasure to 
meet this man, always bright and active in the Lord's wrark. 
Only four visits have been made to this place as yet by the 
f(»eign missionaries, but observe the results — where only cme 
year ago one man welcomed Mr. Roberts in his fint visi^ now 
a village is found permeated with Christian truth, a chutx:h of 
over twenty members exists with an interesting school at- 
tached. A large schoolroom owned by a rich man, not a 
church-member, serves us for a chapel and is offered for our 
use free of charge. Two or three duly meetings were held in 
this chapel with a continual increase in numbos and interest 
during tlte nearly three weeks spent among them. Excepting 
one, all the male members of the church are able to read, it 
having been made one condition of admittance that candidates 
should be able to read at least the Lord's Prayer and the Ten 
Commandments. Many having made a beginning in this way 
have gone on to a considerable degree of excellence in reading 
the Scriptures. But singing is the specialty in this company of 
Christians. Sing they must and will. If they do not know the 
proper time they make one for themselves. If volume of sound or 
noise and energy are the essentials of good singing, they surely 
are a success. Owing to the efforts of one of our young men 
from Tung-chow, they have become acquainted with many 
hymns and sing very well, their chief chorister being one of our 
schoolboys about twelve years of age. 

During my visit to Hsien Hsien I took the opportunity to 
call upon the Jesuits in their fine cathedral and residence just 
east of the district city. Sending in my card I was received by 
a reverend priest evidently a veteran in the service. He 
ushered roe into a large, fine reception hall but refused to an- 
swer questions concerning their work or to allow me to visit 
their schools of which there are several on the place. There 
are over twenty French priests at this cathedral ; some of them 
are recent arrivals, evidently from among the number driven 
out of France by the operation of the Educational Bill. 
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Peking, Aug. i6, iSSi. 
W. S. Aheht /0 Dr. Clask : 

Mrs. Ament writes of her most pleasant visit in theEait ^ 
and her Us( letter says, " I am well." 

I was very much afraid after Dr. Blodget's departure that the 
native brethren would be loth to welcome a new and inex- 
pcricDced pastor. In this respect I have been happily disap- 
pointed. They have given me an enthusiastic and cordial sup- 
port from the first, and have seemed to appreciate the lact that, 
as now their old past<H' was gone, the prosperity of the church 
would depend largely upon themselves. I have been very care- 
ful to encourage and not weaken this impression. As a result 
our Sabbath audiences have been larger than I ever knew them 
to be before. There are three men from the city applicants for 
baptism. The Sabbath-school is the most interesting feature of 
our work. We have made a special effort to reach our neigh* 
bors who hitherto have given little attention to any invitatioDS, 
but now it is not uncommon to see our chapel filled to its 
limits. It is certainly a pleasant sight to see bo many boys and 
girls who are beginning to be leguUx attendants. Since 
annual meeting I have made one short tour over a new route 
(northeast) seldom frequented by foreigners. The weather was 
extremely hot and the roads almost impassable. I succeeded in 
disposing of a goodly number of IxxAs and in some places met 
with a very Battering reception. I met many Mohammedans 
who all seemed very anxious that I should meet their Ah 
Hung. I finally met one, a kindly old man, who showed his 
conscientiousness in carrying off a book which he forgot to pay 
fcK 1 The country afforded the enjoyment of the most beauti- 
ful scenery I had yet seen in China and is indeed a royal road 
to the Emperor's hunting parks in Manchuria. In view of the 
fact that no other mission has any established work in that 
legion I think it affords a fine field for future work. 



Mrs. Ament in the sommer of 1881 was preparing for 
her retom to China. She had been fortunate in her chtdoe 
of pbyslciaDS and had gained rapidly. On the 17titt of 
Angnst, Madam Ament vrites to a friend that her 
danghter, Mary, had left a week before. Her own 
danghter, Mrs. Leggat, bad gone to Montana the year 
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prevlons. It seemed a Btrange providence that abont Uiis 
time took away the beloved afster of Ur. Ament, leaving 
a son and danghter, -whoae care must now devolve on 
Mivlwn Ament. The following extracts will show hov 
one brave heart in sorrow tries to comfort a mother in her 
difltrees. 



JPeking, Oit. 31, 18S1. 
Beloved MoTBU : 

The first nuil since Mary's arrival has come with its sad 
letter bom my " weeping mother." I cannot tell you how sick 
U heart I have felt since then, nor how much I have wanted to 
be with you and help you at this time of trial ; how I have 
prayed that you might not be overcome by your grief, but 
" cast your aU upon Him who careth for yon." Mrs. Baldwin 
wrote a postcript to your letter of September ist, telling us that 
Claribel was gone and her little children are motherless. 

She was a good sister to me and I never half appreciated her 
real wcwth. But now it all comes up before me in the true 
light. What a happy, joyous spirit she had I Best of all, she 
loved her mother as few daughters have and was kind and con- 
siderate to the last. Her inSuence will live in all the places 
where she was known. Dear mother, do not give way to grief. 
God knows and only knows, how your motherly heart has been 
wrenched, but still God is great and God is good. So let us 
be brave and patient until the day when we shall all see each 
ether face to face. That day is not far distant from any one of 
na, and he who is with the Master first is most blessed. 

Mary and I are nicely settled in our new home. She 
brought many pretty things with her and I think we have the 
coziest home! Mary seems as strong as when she came to China, 
though not quite so enduring. I shall try and be careful of her 
and trust we both may have a long home life before us. But 
in China one must hold everythinR lightly, as it may be taken 
away at any moment. Our work nas been progressing finely. 
I expect to go into the country soon. The missionary for our 
new mission in Shansi has arrived and will spend the winter at 
Tung-chow. (This was Rev. M. L. Sdmson, the first of the 
Oberlin Shansi Band.) ' 

I will write to Mr. Leggat by this maiL Surely this afflic- 
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ttoo mu3t (aH most heavily on him. He has my deepot 
■jnnpathy. 

Your 90D, 

W. S. Ahknt. 

Hie ttixira of Mrs. Ament tsb a happy erent, not only 
for Mr. Ameat, bat for the other membcN of the statton. 
Eaoh of the booses of the compound was nov occapled 
and each tbs a centre of established work. I^e Amenta 
occupied the soatli or front building, with its pleoaaot 
outlook upon old and fiunons acacia trees and pretty 
ahrabbery. It is of this home that he speaks as being 
" the cosiest in Peking." 

A letter to Dr. K. O. Clark will b^^ the story of the 
wwk in its onfoldiog. 

Peking, /an. 33, 18S2. 

In Pekhig we are beginning to see some of the results of 
the last decade of wotIc. One of the most encouraging 
features is the fact that our neighbors b^n to take a uttle 
notice of our existence in other ways than by reviling us. It 
was only yesterday that a young man, son of a prominent offi- 
cial, desired to purchase a Bible and with an air of genuine 
sincerity requested instruction in oui teaching. Yesteraay also 
a hterary graduate, teacher in a neighboring gentleman's 
family, came and drawing a Mark's Gospel from his sleeve 
wished to have it explained. He went away expressing a pur- 
pose to examine its contents still further. 

We have in our employ a colporteur whom we have been 
wont to regard as more desirous to draw the Bible Society's 
money than to sell their books. However to the surprise of all 
he returned from a country trip a short time ago and stated 
that a little revival was in progress in a village where he had 
been preaching. We were well aware that the officials had 
been making efforts to stamp out a certain false religion under 
the ban of the government and were fearful lest his inquirers 
only desired the fOTcigner's protection. But this has not 
proved to be the case, as was shown by his bringing to light two 
young literary men who were willing to begin a systematic 
study of the Bible. They have joined our winter station class 
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and thus far have proved themselves worthy of confideDce. 
The class now numbets nine m<en, three of whmn have been 
schocd-teachers. Their principal work so far has been npon 
the " life ot Christ and ^e Evidences of Christiantt]'." 

Peiing, March 3, tSSa. 
My DEAR Mother : 

We have been favored with two letters from you by the 
last mail. One came by Russia and has been almost four 
months on the way. I was very glad to bear, however late the 
letter was. Mr. Leggat has long ago reached you, and with 
him, I presume, the two darlings (hb nephew Alex and the 
baby Claribel). Your hands and heart will be full in caring for 
these treasures. Claribel was a daughter to be proud of, and 
if she has gone to heaven a little earlier than most of her com- 
rades, should we be unduly depressed ? Mr. L^gat's home is 
broken up, but his children are taken to one, neit to their own 
mother, who is the best person to care for them. My heart 
bleeds for Mr, L^^gat, but I think we wrong our own souls 
when we practically accuse God of injustice in His dealings 
with us. If our religion is worth anything, it should keep ua 
in such cases as this. I am not the one to preach to so good 
and true a mother as you arc, but I do think I have learned a 
few things since I came to China which no mother in America 
could have tanght me. 

Mary and I spent three days last week at Tung-chow with 
the Goodriches, Sheffields and Chapins. We leave for the 
country soon for a long trip. We arc in good health and our 
work is in a good condition. The Methodists hope to estatdish 
a coU^c in Peking. 

Good-bye and God bless you, dear mother. 
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LIFE IN PEKING 



Peking, Jufy 7, iSSa. 

I AM jost starting on a little tour to visit two young liteiary 
men of whom I wrote some months ago. I hear verj 
good repinis of their constancy. 1 am sorry that one <u 
them is in very poor health and evidently is not long iix 
tills world. The other teacher is not so satisiactory as a Chris- 
tian though a man of more force and courage. No ftveigner 
has ever visited their village and the young men have had to 
endure some persecution. 1 hope my visit may help to dis- 
sipate the prejudices of the people. . . . The Peking sta- 
tion has a growing country vicrk of wide dimensions. We 
have two street chapels in the city which can be filled daily the 
year around. We have the only country outstations which 
have even discussed the question of self-support. / desire very 
much to see our Utile centres of work coming up to the point of 
te^-suppert. In order to that a missionary must spend tnudi 
time and do much faithful work in the country. Touring ia 
North China means a fearful expenditure of time and strength. 
There are many other things I would like to say upon miasioa 
and station affairs, but I aw^t a more favoraUe opportunity. 

Pis An Tun, July g, iSSa. 
Dkah Mother: 

I have never written you concerning this place and I 
myself did not know cA it till a short time ago. I am in a 
Taoist temple. I had supposed that all the temples were Bud- 
dhist or Confucian, and that the Taoists were a class of specu- 
lative philosophers who had no permanent abiding place. But 
I was mistaken. Taoist priests do not shave the entire head, 
but do up their hair a^cr the ancient fashion, hence they can 
be easily recognized. No one can find out exactly what their 
ideas of worshu) are, and it is a question whether they know 
themselves. Ine priest in the temple where I am at present 
71 
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threatened to put an end to bis own life if I tried to put np 
here. There are a few brethren in the village and to-day a 
new man came. I baptized him last summer and I have 
thought all along that he would make a good preacher. This 
ii qnite an interesting village with an unusual number who can 
read. The village well is near the temple where I am, and so 
I am the centre of attraction. Without the temple arc some 
fine old trees, and around the well under the trees six or eight 
men are sound asleep, in the midday ; the crops about are 
dying for want of rain, a sad sight, since they had such a line 
•tart in the siHing but now are drying up. Everything seems 
to work against China. Even the heavens seem to dry up 
their sources of life. 

This is perhaps the first tour I ever made when I was wholly 
unprovided with foreign food of any kind. In this village we 
have been oUiged to buy our own rice and the two brethren 
and I eat together. Usually a ripe peach can be found which 
makes up for deficiency in other things. I am the first for- 
eigner that has ever visited this place, hence the great curi- 
osity. I am glad to leave the great road occasionally. The 
people are mon frank and generous, and preaching to them is 
much easier than on the familiar routes. As the sun was set- 
ting the villagers began to gather in the temple court, and 
benches used at feasts were brought out for them. I preached 
and talked till my throat was tired and my head dizsy. There 
are three men here whom I look upon as hopeful inquirers. I 
am agitating the question of starting a free school here. 

Monday, July loth. — Three of us started for the market at 
Tou Tien, where wc hoped to sell books. We first ate onr 
breakfast at a tea shop, consisting of abowl of dough and soup, 
a plate of chopped mutton and some wheaten cakes. While 
eating a man came in and inquired of our whereabouts and our 
doings. I judged from his appearance that he was a captain 
of a few soldiers appointed to guard the great road. The 
streets of Tou Tien were lined with little merchants selling 
hemp to make shoes, also paper for these soles, old iron, cloth, 
candy and everything conceivable, fit)m a native point of view. 
As I had purchased no standing place from the head men of the 
fair, these litde merchants were unwilling that I should block 
the way. One old man finally dropped mc as a hard case and 
began beseeching the crowd to leave me with my books. He 
only succeeded in attracting the attention to me of some who 
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would not othowise have passed by. We made a very suc- 
cessful sale and returned to the inn in about two houre. On 
the way home I stopped by a well for a drink ot cold water and 
bad a pleasant talk with the villagers. The Chinese are a so- 
da) people and when they are not blinded by pr^udice are po- 
lite and interesting. 

Wednesday, Ji3y isth. — We came yesterday among the 
mountains, and tOKlay are at the city of Fang Shan, that is 
"House Mountain." The roads are almost impassable from 
the heavy rains. My object in coming to the mountain city 
was to visit the coal mines and several celebrated caves. 

Thuraday.-^Yesterday the rain stopped and we decided to 
move on. I thought I could better spend my time roaming 
over the mountains, since the market foir was smaU. Brother 
Tuan and I started for the " Temple of Ten Thousand Bud- 
dhas," where there was said to be a cave thirteen miles deep. 
Long before we reached the temple we met the beautiful stream 
which flows from the caves. According to tradition the water 
of this spring will produce a rainfall if proper prayers are made 
to Buddha. We passed a procession of women going to cele- 
brate the conclusion of the first month of a son's life. After 
passing the procession we came to the tomb of a prince of the 
imperial family. According to Chinese custom he had built a 
very fine tomb while stilt a young man. However much 
money a prince spends on his tomb, no one but himself and 
his wife can be buried in it, hence you can imagine how many 
beautiful valleys, and even firuitful fields are occupied by tbe 
tombs of the princes of the empire, as each one has bis own 
tomb with a gorgeous gate house, ancestral temple, halls, oc- 
cupying many acres of land. Tombs and temples fill the fairest 
portions of China. Buddhists and Taoists are shrewd enough 
to know that tbe rich like to visit such places. I have never 
yet heard of a cave or spring at which there was not a temple 
and a priest. "The Temple of Ten Thousand Buddhas" is 
situated in a very secluded glen. The mouth of the cave, we 
found, was occupied by a Urge hall in which there were many 
slabs of marble on which are carved thousands of Buddhas' 
heads, bence the name of (he temple. It is said that the cave 
runs dear through the mountain and is known on the other 
side. An emperor ordered two men to go through the cave 
and they are the only ones who have done so. The stupid 
Chinese had never told me that we could not enter the cave 
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oDd all we could do waa to stand and gaze at the cold A»A 
cavcm. 

Joking, Nov. as, 1883. 
To Dr. N. G. Clarx : 

During the summer and fall our Sabbath-school has 
grown so large that the chapel has proved too narrow and we 
have felt obliged to build two good-sized class rooms adjoining 
the west gate of our premises. Because of the large amount of 
old matOTal on hand this building was done with small ex- 
pense. These rooms are occupied by Miss Haven's class of 
outside girls and Mrs. Ament's class of women. Both these 
classes are steadily increasing in numbers and interest and bid 
fair to be permanent additicms to our work. Chapel preaching 
was never more hopeful. From both our chapels additions 
have been made to our congregation. Eleven men have been 
formally taken on as probationers and four have been baptized. 
One of these men is worthy of a little notice. He is the 
head man of a usury shc^ whose business it is well known is 
not conducive to piety. His capital of several thousands of 
dollars is all loaned out to Manchu bannermen, whose returns 
are few and far between. He has resolved to close out this 
business as rapidly as possible. To show his eagerness to be 
in what he regards as a business consistent with Christian prin- 
ciples, he has opened a small grain-shop to which he will de- 
vote all his attention as soon as his money is paid back to him. 

Hie princely tombs in the beantifal valleys of thia 
lovely tbongh n^ed moimtaln region, first visited noT 
by Mr. Ament, are but a portion of the imperial Mancha 
borial places known as the*" Western Tombs." They 
are, as snggested, in the district of Fang Shan, whose 
city lies southwest of the larger district city of Liang 
HsiaDg on tlie great road, The "Western Tombs" are 
the parallel to the perhaps finer " Eastern Tombs," some 
fi% miles east of Peking. It has been the cnstom of tbe 
Hanobn dynasty to alternate the burial of their emperors 
between the Eastern and the Western Hills. The Em- 
peror T'nng Cbih was btiried in a magoiflcently prepared 
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mauac^Mim in the "Eastern Tombs." At the time of 
the building of this tomb dnrlng the lifetime of the Bm- 
peror an eye-vitness reported the transport of great 
marble slabs bom quarries near Peking, vhloh took a 
mob of Bome six houdred horses to haul it to its destina- 
tion. 

The bmoos Dovager Emprem Tze Hsl prepared both 
her oTn and her nephew's tombs each at an expense 
vei^g on a million of taela. Tlie tomb of the late Em- 
peror Knang Hsa vas prepared at the Western Tombs, 
among these very hills described by Mr. Ament His 
foneral In 1909 vas a fnnctiou of remarkable brilliance, 
followed a few months later by that of the Dowager Em- 
press hereelf in her own tomb at the Eastern Tombs. 

On his retnm from this snnimer trip, Mr. Ament and 
his wife fonnd rest and quiet amid the lovely hills and 
temples west of Peking. The ladies and children could 
be there all the time and the missionary gentlemen coold 
spend their Snndays in the city with their congrega- 
tious, and soch part of the week as required their servio& 
It was a great boon to have so near at band such a plaoe 
of escape from the heat and dust of the great city. In 
the early antumn a new Joy came into the home and 
hearts of these dear friends. A son, Philip Wyett, was 
bom October 21st. They who had mourned so tenderly 
over t^e loss of the little Margaret, laid quietly away in 
a eomer of the compound in Pao Ting Fn, were now to 
rejoice for a few months in a son. The native Christiuis 
vied with the foreign friends in their congratulations and 
pleasnie in the happy event. It was a rare event indeed 
to have a baby boy in the old Teug Shih E'on componnd. 
The dear little son, who had brought eo much of comfort 
and Joy to the Ament home, had perceptibly wilted in the 
nnvholeeome air of Peking in the early days of the sum- 
mer following bis birth. Subsequent to the annual niis- 
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aioD meeting his parents bad gone t» the hilla, hoping to 
Bee his early icatoratioa to health, bat their hopes vere 
all in Tain. The anxiety and the sorrow of his loss made 
the anmmer letreat memorable. 

Tempk of Ptace, Wtstern Hills, Junt iS, l88j. 
Mr DBAR Mother : 

I told you I would keq> you infonned about any change 
in Philip's condition. After I wrote you last he seemed to im- 
prove a little and we had hopes of his recovery. But night 
before last he began to grow woise. We prevented convulsions 
by hot baths, but congestion of the brain could not be pre- 
vented by human means, and so the dear litde soul took his 
flight to God. Yesterday noon Dr. Peck, from Pao Ting Fu, 
arrived, and we had hopes that with his constant care PhiUp 
would get better. Oar efforts were of no avail and at half-past 
ten last evening the 37th he left this world of sin {(x the 
brighter world above. His pain seemed to cease some lime 
before his death and his look was calm and serene as an angel's. 
He was too pure, too good for this world. His disease must 
have begun in the city, as we now remember his distressed ]o6k 
and his occasional cry of pain. We fled to the hills for life 
and found death. Our beautiful darling is with his Creator. 
Even the stolid heathen priest spoke to me of my bonnie boy. 
This awful dry heat is ^tal to so many children. Bat he is 
gone. It is well with the child, much better than that he 
should grow up and fall away from God's truth. God knows 
what is best and I resign myself to His will. Mary, of course, 
knows the divine refuge, yet without her baby home ij 
desolate. He was a darting cherub. Don't weep, but pray. 
Your mourning son, 

W. S. Ament. 

In the September following Mr. Ament and his wife 
made one of the meet memorable totirs in this earl; history 
of their serrioe at Peking. 

A An Tun, Sept. 23, 1883. 
Three days ago our procession left Teng Shih K'ou. First 
was Mary's chair which she was to ride the first stage of the 
journey. I followed on the lap of a cart laden with bedding 
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and {vovisioiL There followed an open cart, snch as is used 
by fvmera, with a reed mat-roof, lotuled with food, cooking 
utensils, clothing for oui long journey. Our two servants and 
the preacher helper, Mr. Hung, piled into this cart Leaving 
the dty at the southwest, the sides of the roads were so full of 
water that we were confined to the terrible stone road. We 
speat the night at Chang Hsin Tien, the street of which is two 
iniles long. The next day we hastened on to the small city 
of Liang Hsiang, exchanging the cart for five donkeys because 
the mules were unable to drag the cart through the terrible mud 
boles. Fnsn Liang Hsiang we struck into the country to Pu 
An Tun, village of "Stable Peace." Our two young brethrm 
met us and took us to the Taoist temple outside the village, as 
being the only comfratable place in the village. The Tacnst 
Iciest did not give us a very hearty welcome though he ia 
gradually warming up a little. Like all such priests he is 
ignorant and superstitious, and he became a priest because it 
furnishes him with an easy way of passing through life. The 
peoirfe are very busy getting in the late grain. ScHne are 
pounding the grain to extract it from the hulk, some winnowing 
by tossing it in the air. Chinese threshing is a long, laborious 
{vocess. The village is prettily embowered in a grove of 
willows and elms. 

Cha Chim, Stpl. aStk, 140 Ufr&m Peting. 

We were greatly rejoiced when the two stately pagodas d 
Cho Cbou appeal^ in sight. We were fortunate in finding a 
little court where we could be by ouisdves. We were met 
outside the city by the only brother we have in the place. 
The next morning he thought us word that be was living in a 
house occupied by a literary graduate of the highest rank 
whose &mily would be glad to have Mary visit them. This 
was a rare opportunity and a rare invitation. She was enter- 
tained in the reception room of the great man's house and had 
no lack of interested listeners. She was assisted by Brother 
Kao's wife, a Christian of good intelligence. Mary's next in* 
vitation is to a prayer-meeting with heathen women. On 
Monday we left the city, taking a grain boat for Pai Mu Chiao, 
a distant station. We found the country everywhere under 
water, valuable land and grain being destroyed. 

October 19th. — From Pai Mu Chiao we started across coun- 
try for Wen An, and found the fields one vast aea of water, 
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with village! sprinkled here and there, on high knolls. Wen 
An ia a diitrict citf . Two of the gates were impassable be- 
cause of the waters and the whole country about was under 
water, lake-like in afipearance. We thought best to take boat 
bom here to Tientsin. There we met Mr. and Mrs. Price, 
from Oberlin, en route to the new mission in Shansi. Mr. 
Perkins accompanied us to oar station Hsien Hsien and return. 
We atrived at Tientsin October 35th. During the trip we 
have seen phases of Chinese life never seen before by us, and 
have learned many things that will be of value. We aie thank- 
ful ks good health during the whole trip. 

The foUoving letter to Dr. Oatk givfls a aooduot ao- 
cotutofOietrip: 

The church at Pai Mu Cbiao had planned during the present 
year to take some vigorous measures looking towards the erec- 
tion of a chapel of which they are sadly in need. But the flood 
has interfered and their strength will be exhausted in keeping 
the wolf from the door during the coming winter. 

At Wen An we were greatly pleased at the reception given 
us and the general disposition of the people. The Christians 
here have been subject to so many petty annoyances in times 
past that their progress has been slow, but the situation is now 
changed for the better. Five intelligent men were received as 
probationers, and the little church is much encouraged. 

Again sailing over fields of grain we reached our newest 
station, the viUage of Wang Hsin. Our Christians here are 
few in number and weak in faith. There is no well instructed 
man among them to act as leader and their pn^ress is slow. 
However there was here a goodly number of applicants fw 
baptism. On our return from this city to the village of Wen 
An we nearly had Paul's experience in the Adriatic. A strong 
gale from the north raised the usually quiet watets of the plain 
into savage fury and our small craft was nearly engulfed. The 
dastardly cowardice of the farmer boatmen greatly added to the 
danger of the situation. 

The region about Wen An is a paradise compared with 
Hsien Hsien. Here the water was deeper and the damage 
more extensive. Houses were washed down, timbers and 
furniture carried away by the waters. The people have suf- 
fered before from flood and drought, but never was their 
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miKry so great as now. It looks as if a fierce tornado had 
swept over the village bearing away houses and uprooting trees. 
Their furniture, di^es, etc., are a mass of dibiis under the 
mins of the walls and roof Some of the people are dwelling 
in rudely constructed huts and the remainder were crowded 
into the few houses that were left. The leading man of the 
church had twenty-one good rooms in his compound of which 
not one remains. During the past year the Emperor has dis- 
bursed vast sums to the officials for the repair of dykes and 
embankments but the work has been wholly n^lccted. I am 
safe in estimating that at least ten thousand square miles of 
good, arable laud is under water and millions of people are 
depending on imperial bounty to keep them from starvation, 
l^bute grain is pouring into the country in large quantides. 
The elements seem to combine with a depraved <^cial class to 
keep this people in street poverty and crush all manhood and 
enterprise out of them. Our long trip is ended and we look 
back with [deasure upon the friendliness of oui reception, the 
tolerance towards a strange religion and its teachers, and the 
bet that the country is wonderfully open to Christianity so that 
if the number of missionaries was increased a hundredfold their 
hands would still be fulL 

The problem of the dntlftil oare of his mother hod be- 
come inoreaBingly argent. In Norember of this year he 
bad vritten to bis mother proposiDg that she join him in 
dhioa. Bnt sncb a plan did not appeal to her at the 
time and it -was laid aglde. 

Pelting, Dtc. 26, iS8j. 
My deak Mothbr : 

A Merry Christmas to you across the sea. There aie so 
few children in Peking that Santa Claus is very generous to 
them. Mary and I tried to make the day a pleasant one for 
the dozen or so schoolboys. I bought a foreign handkerchi^ 
for each of the boys. They had candies, cakes and pears. 
They had learned to sing a short hymn very nicely with Mary's 
help. First we went to Dr. Blodget's and Mr, Noble's and 
sang our song and then partook of the good things of our feast. 
They learned to play our games and were highly delighted. 
Usually the}' are such sombre Uttl^ fallows that it did me good 
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to see them have a hearty laugh. Seven of them and their 
teacher had Iheu- picture uken. Dr. and Mra. Blodgetaie 
nicely fixed and we are passing a very craifntable and agiee- 
able winter. 

Just now Peking is in great excitement over the money qtie»- 
tion. All the native banks are breaking; and oui silver has to 
be sold at ruinons rates. To fail in banking is death to a 
Chinese by law, but now it is supposed that money stops the 
course of justice and the bankers are all running off with the 
people's money. Perhaps the officials are at the bottom of it 
all. The French are t^ng to drive the Chinese into war. 
They are trying to steal Chinese tenitery and it is natural that 
the Chinese should resist. The city is full of rumors and the 
people somewhat disturbed. They are very excitable, but 
easily controlled. 

December 97th. — My station class has suddenly grown to 
nine. I could easily bring it up to a dozen. May God con- 
tinually shower His blessings upon you. 

With love to the children, 

Your son, 

W. S. Aunt. 

In the diTieiOQ of the work In Peking after the letnm 
of Dr. Blodget the care of the Bonth Church with ita 
lai^ge Sunday oongr^ation of pupils in the Bchoolfi and 
the chnrch-memberB, with the oversight of the preaching 
ohapel on the front street, reverted naturally to Dr. Blod- 
get The oaie of the North Chapel and the daUy Btrert 
preaching there fell again to Mr. Amenfs charge, as well 
as the oonntry touring work. Dr. Blodget made only oc- 
casional tours, bat loved to keep In touch vith the 
Chinese by daily visits to the preaching chapel in the 
afternoon, as well as with the deaoooa and otJieis who 
could come to the morning prayer service, and a Bible 
etady directly thereafter. The helper, Jong, kept at his 
daily work in the chapel, and was a learner etill in 
Bible atady, although so solidly grounded in the tenets 
of his faith. Mr. Ament refers less in his letters, as we 
find them, to his own daily work at the N(nth Chapel, to 
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vhioli he was devoted, and in which be was advancing to 
that fine command of the Chinese speech which was to 
distingniah his htter ministry. The new year of work, 
therefore, opens, as liitherto, with an aoooont of a coon- 
try tonr. 

PMng, Marek 4, 1884. 

V>r. Htdbrook, Miss Strong of the Ptesbyteiian Mission, Mrs, 
AmcDt and mjnelf have just returned from a tour of dgbteen 
days' duration to Cho Chou and Liang Hsiang. I can give only 
a geaeral statement of the many interesting incidents and ex- 
periences of our joumey. More than a dozen yeats ago the 
work was opened in Cho Chou but no foothold was secured in 
the city and the citizens steadily held aloof from the foreigners. 
Last fall our visit was more graciously received by the people, 
perhaps owing to the fact diat the women could be reached 
and the homes visited. On the present occasion the arrival of 
four foreigners, one a physician, caused a ferment among all 
classes. A police official tried to persuade the inn proprietor 
to turn us into the street. The Christian family and inquirers 
in the same compound with them were ordered to vacate the 
place. The son of the highest officer in the dty with a long 
train of underlings called upon us making many rude re- 
marks. N(A withstanding the opposidon the ladies were in- 
vited iuto the homes of many respectable families, and the 
doctor's work grew beyond her ability to care for it. A widow 
from the leading family of the city came for medicine, and 
listened gladly to the truth. Before she went away she poured 
out her soirows and trials to the ladies and wept on hearing the 
tidings of great joy to all the distressed. On reaching home 
she sent a servant with a request for books. Ooe old gende- 
man who years ago had seen our books waited more than half 
a day to see the f(xvign preacher and converse on Christian 
truth. He gave us a cordial invitadon to visit him in his 
home. These are only spedtocns of the work that came to us 
daily. 

Historically Cho Chou is a very interesting dty. Marco 
Polo mentions the immense stone bridge outside the city, the 
balustrades of which contain no less than six hundred stone 
pillars as welt as numerous lions and elephants. "The coun- 
try is rich in grain," says Marco Pcrio, " the people are idol- 
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ftteis, they live hy merchandise aod the arts, making cloth of 
gold as well as of silk and beautiful linen." In contrast to this 
beautifui picture is the present condition of the people. Dur- 
ing the past year the Emperor has distributed grain and money 
five times to the starving. The manufacture of silk and linen 
has long since ceased and the only relic of former opulence re- 
mains in the fine shops for the sale of women's head ornaments. 

Just outside of the city walls there is a temple, which reaches 
back in its histoiy, it is said, to the Shang dynasty, 1766 B. c 
It is situated on an artificial Icnoll a few tens of feet in height 
which doubtless is made up of the d^tiris of ancient temples. 
A tablet in good prescrvaticm says the present edifice was 
erected during the reign of the Golden Tartais in the twelfth 
century. 

Cho Chou enjoys the distmction of being the only dty in the 
empire whose mandarins are exempt by imperial decree from 
the duty of entertaining and escorting travelling officials en 
route for the r^ons beyond. The great roads from nine 
provinces unite here thus making the place, as the Emperor 
Chien Lung said, without its like beneath the sun. 

The great road from this place to the capiul, though filled 
with lines of carts, camels, donkeys, and travellers of all de- 
scriptions, including Thibetan and Mongol pilgrims, is almost 
never repaired and if you are not drowned in ^e mud you are 
ceniUn to be suffocated with the dust. 

From Cho Chou we went to the village of Pu An (" StaUe 
Peace") in the district of Liang Hsiang about thirty miles 
from Peking, As on previous visits, we lodged in the village 
temple which the Taoist priest kindly opened for us. From 
our first arrival the doctor was thronged with patients from 
villages far and near. In two or three days her medicines were 
exhausted as well as her strength, and by her exertions we be- 
came acquainted with many respectable people. A residence 
of a few days in this retired village gave us some little insight 
into the home life of the people, and we were more than ever 
impressed with the wretched condition of the women. Infan- 
ticide is more prevalent than a casual observer would suppose. 
We found here a new invention for the destruction of infant 
girls. It is simply for the mother-in-law to take a willow dust- 
pan and fan the little creature till life is extinct. The doctor 
found one young mother weeping over the murder of her Uttle 
girl which the mother-in-law had allowed to live two weeks be- 
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fore imotheriog. The poor girl was sick and weak, yet she 
was pushed about, kicked like a dog and scoffed at when she 
wept A husband is helpless in such a case. The only retri- 
bution feared by the mother-in-law is that the young wife will 
commit suicide, when her family may come en masse and tear 
down the house erf" her oppressors. They manage to keep if 
possible inside the limit of the persecution which drives to sui- 
cide, but they make her life more miserable than you can con- 
ceive. The women respond quickly to sympathy from their 
fordgn sisters and are far more cordial than the men. 

We reached home February aSth. Thb tour was peculiarly 
encouraging in many respects. All classes were reached. It 
was the apostolic method, on the one hand healing the sick 
and on the other proclaiming the glad tidings of salvation. 



These ooantry tonn witli Mrs. Ament were fall of 
nmtnal ^oymeut. An effort was made to tonch the 
cooDtry life at all points. To aocompliah Uils ercry 
Tariety of transportation was employed and every means 
nsed to interest and help the people. Helpers were 
spnrred on to sell books at the folrs and vUlagea, echoolB 
were started, or if organized, ^melal examinations held 
aod the prizes of pretty plctnres often in colors, from the 
waste of the Sonday-schoola in America, were given. 
The receiving and mfikiog of calls and visits, alike from 
the Christians and their friends, or even strangers were 
sources of inflnence, Tlie receptions often lasted till a 
late hour of the night, thus cementing many a friendship 
and adding others. Medidnee ancb as a layman conld 
give easily and wiselyjwere always carried and were ever 
in great demand. 

JiJiifig, May 37, 18S4. 
From Mrs. Ahbkt ta a Frisnd : 

Mr. Ament has been away to mission meeting and only 
just returned. While he was away I thought I would begin to 
answer you. Our annual meetings used to be held here in our 
own courts, but for three years it has been held at Tung-chow, 
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twdve miles southeast, as there are more ample accommoda- 
tions there. Lost year we went with our darltog babf Philip 
and he was baptized on the first Sabbath. The pleasures o( 
the week were so entwined about him that I felt I conld not go 
this year. All would come up too vividly. 

To-day I have been to « Chinese wedding. One of the girls 
(tf the Bridgman school was married to the son of one of our 
helpers, himself a student helper. The bride came in, her head 
coviered with a red embroidered satin covering, so as to conceal 
her head and shoulders. Au old woman, a friend of the family 
and a young woman, also a church-member, led the poor blind- 
fcdded creature to her doom. Her friends all live down in the 
country, too ki away to afford the expense of the journey, so 
she, poor girl, was left to the attentions of strangers. The 
grootn stood near but not next her, the old woman separating 
them. He made the responses in an audible tone but the poor 
gill's courage failed her, and Dr. Blodget who officiated had to 
take it for granted that she was willing. The doors being 
dosed after her exit from the chapel, that no one but the woman 
leading her should see her enter the sedan chair, she was led to 
it The chair is scarlet with gilded hangings and four bearers. 
On her arrival at her future home she will remove the veil, be 
seated on the kang, and after a little descend to knock her 
head on the ground to the new parents, after which she is to 
play the agreeable to the friends. We were all invited over to 
a feast this evening in honor of the occasion. The presence of 
a single lady would be thought most out of place — that is an 
unmamed lady— and foreign ladies are never much desired. 
No people in the world can fear ridicule more than the Chinese. 
It is pitiful to see what lengths they will go in order to avoid 
iL It makes us enjoy and appreciate our own &«ed<nt of 
action. 

Many who are interested in the doctrine and are ready to 
come to us are not ready to invite us to their homes. At 
present I have a Bible woman who goes from house to house, 
reads, tells Bible stories, and explains the doctrine to whoever 
will listen. This is work that I would gladly do, but from 
which we are debarred. I teach this woman an hour each day 
and plan the day's work for her and I think she is doing good 
and reaching some who would otherwise be inaccessible. 

This is a dusty day and the wind comes in gusts, and the sky 
is that peculiar yellow that we sometimes see before a thunder* 



itized by Google 



LIFE IN PEKING 85 

stona. We have these dust winds on an average once a week 
from November to July when the rains come. When it is not 
blowing dost, the air is pleasant and mild. The thetmometer 
went once this winter to fourteen dc^ecs, but generally it is 
about the freezing point Persons suffering from rheumatism 
or Inng trouble generally find this climate fovorable. But 
nervous diseases are aggravated. On the whole the climate ts 
ratbtf more trying than that in the northern sutca of the United 
Sutes, especially to little children. The sun has a peculiar 
effect upon the foreign skull. The Chinese skin and skull 
being considerably thickened, probably from ages of exposure, 
as few protect their heads except when it rains. They have a 
tradition that raindrops produce lice, so they most carefully 
protect their heads from such evil infiuences aa the rain from 
heaven. 

At present many of our mission are here. My share is eight. 
To-day I had a children's party and there were a baker's dozen 
around the supper table. They had a merry time. It is a 
pleasure to see a company of well-trained children together and 
the missionary circle contains a good many such. 

W. S. Ahsht to Dr. Clark : 

Your favor of July ifith was duly received. I thank 
you for the promptness and favorable decision that yon gave to 
my request. The permission to return home gave me almost a 
greater throb of pain than making my request did. No one re- 
grets more than I the necessity which compels roe to leave the 
mission field. Never was the work more hopeful in Peking, 
never was the misdon more harmonious. On Sabbath next I 
hope to baptize several men. Sixteen persons are waiting to be 
baptized in our country stations. The Peking church has quite 
a membership but it is widely scattered. In two places only 
can we gather a congr^ation of twenty baptized persons. In 
one of these places they have elected a h«id man as a sort of 
pastor, and we look to him to care for the services on the Sab- 
bath. He is not paid by the mission. The people are glad to 
make this modest beginning towards founding an independent 
church. The next step is to get the people interested in build- 
ing a proper chapel for their services. 

A mistake will be made if our few scattered, drowned-ont 
Christians are compared with those in Japan. There the middle 
classes have been reached ; not so in China. It is seldom that 
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our people can get two harvesla in a year. If they are not dried 
up in the |>^ii£ they are almost lure to be drowned out in the 
autumn. Thirteen riverB flow into the Pd-Ho at or above 
Tientsin. This one river is too small to carry off the vast 
volume of water coming down after heavy rains and as a cod- 
sequence the plain of Northern Chihli is annaally flooded more 
or less. In view of these &cts some missionaries think that the 
snlqect of self-support should not be brought prominently ba- 
waid until the dicumstaoces of our Christians improve or we 
reach a more well-to-do class of people. However, at our last 
annual meeting this subject was vigorously discussed and I 
think much good will result from it. But a^er all our theoriz- 
ing OQ this subject the lact is patent that if all the worldly pos- 
sessions of all our Christians were put into the contributimi Ix»e 
the sum would be ridiculously small. 

On August 34th a little daughter was bom to Mrs. Ament 
while at the Western Hills. She is called after my mother, 
Emily Hammond. 

On reading the minutes of the annual meeting of the Shansi 
Missitm you will see that I have been invited to visit them and 
confer on mission matters. While reluctant to spend any por- 
tion of my last few months away from my field, it seems best 
after consultation with my colleagues that I should go. I will 
also act as the escort to the new arrivals for Shansi. 

rMng, Dtt. 3X, ISS4- 
W. S, Ahxht tc Dr. Judson Sunn, 

Secretary of the American Board : 

My congratulations are rather tardy in reaching you but 
they are none the less real. Your first letta reached the mis* 
sion while I was absent on my visit to Shansi, and I have not 
yet had the pleasure of perusing it. I can wish nothing better 
for you than that the happy relations and mutual confidence 
existing between your predecessor and this mission may con- 
tinue under your ajdministratioD. I can testify to the deep re- 
gard missionaries have for the honored men in the home oflSce 
who care for out interests so ably and faithfully. 

Our work is gradually getting onto a better footing in the 
way of developing a native agency and bringing the converts to 
feel and know that there is work for thou to do. Self-support 
is a difficult principle to advocate among the poor Chinese. 
The ground of success seems to me to be, as Dr. Clark in his 
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paper BU^ests, to begin from the very start and instnict the 
people in right principles and not let them off because of their 
poverty. IVt^ess wilt be slow, as our constituency is scattered 
and self-support implies a goodly number in one place. On 
the other hand I think the mission in Shansi has gone to the 
other extreme of no paid agency at all. Already they are em- 
ploying their personal servants as assistants while cm their toon. 
They will find out as their work opens that a missionary's 
strength is limited and that helpers are necessary to do pre- 
liminary work. 

The plain upon which Tai Ku is situated is just recorering 
from the effects of the famine seven years ago. The friends in 
Tai Kn gave me a warm welcome. I found the three families 
living on three different premises. On Mr. Sdmson's premises 
there is a large room easily turned into a street chapel. This 
we opened for several days and seldom failed of attentive lis- 
teners. Mr. Stimson and I took a short tour into the country 
selling a few books and preaching by the way. Evuywhere 
we were well treated by the people and attention was given onr 
words. I was only sorry that my time was so limited that I 
could stay no longer and do no man. 
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Tot lile ii the mirror of klag and (Uve, 
Til jnU what you ate and do ; 

Then give the vorld the beu t ou haTe 

And the bert will come back lo jon. 

— iladtkim BrUgts. 

Tl 
A PASTORATE IN AMERICA 

MB. AHD MBa A WENT with their daoghter, 
Emily Hammond, left Peking in March, 1886. 
They had now been nearly eight years in the 
miaaion work and were practically veterans in the serrioe, 
esBily carrying many forms of mission work and remark- 
ably well adapted to meet the varying Tioiaaitades of 
mission life. They had endeared themselves to the native 
Christians in no ordinary way and their departure for 
home was greatly regretted, although there was pleasnre 
in the thooght of the rest they w<Hild have^ and the de- 
light of the mother and other friends in their tetnm. 
The retDrning mifisionaries were received with eager 
interest in the Owosso home. The opportunity for mak- 
ing miBsionary addreeses was used to the fnlL 

Ere long it seemed wisest for Mr. Ament to resign from 
the service of the Board. He was invited to take charge 
of the pnlpit in Owosso, in the absence of a pastor. He 
thns entered npon pastoral work under most pleasing 
cinmnistanceB among friends and acquaintances who 
were rejoicing in having sncb a leader among them. 

A missionary daring the period of his furlongh in the 
United States in going from place to place, telling the 
story of lite and service, is not infreqnently enrprised 
at the eagerness with which many listen to bis eccounta 
While there is often pr^ndioe against the work of mis- 
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BioDB and little koowledge of its har<3ahip8 or snccesses 
still the field of the vorld ia Intereetiiig. The miffiionaiy 
life partakes of a bind of BtatesniaDship, that large share 
in the life of the world vhich brings to men a sense of 
irider intereetB and of international re^tionahips. It may 
be tliese which lend attractiTeness to the story of the 
well-equipped missionary. His reception among the 
chnrches is overflowingly warm hearted. If he ia able 
to respond to this kindly feeling, his ^loagh will be fall 
of joy to himself and of good to those hearing the record 
of his work. 

With snch an opportnnity for inteiestiog an andience 
as Mr. Ament had attained, it ia no sorprise to find him 
more than ordinarily acceptable when he spoke npon hla 
Ibvorite theme of China. 

After no very long delay, tlterefore, when he had de- 
dded to se^ a pastorate at home, he received and ac- 
cepted a call to the chorch at Medina, Ohia Medina is 
one of ttie considerable towns in the 'Western Beserre, 
Bonth of Oleveland. The population was at that time a 
litde above two thoosand. He speaks of Uie chnrch as a 
" conntry " chnrch, and yet it stands eighth in member- 
ship among the two hundred and fifty cborches of Ohio. 
In beoerolent gifts it stands either ninth or tenth. It had 
had a fine record in the ability of its former pastors. His 
immediate predecessor waa the Bev. Dr. C. J. Byder, mnoe 
a secretary of the American Missionary Association. 
There are few letters to tell the story of this pastorate. 
His mother joined him here, fiilfllling the long cherished 
desire t<a them to be togettier. Mr. Ament's Christian 
enthiiaiasm found happy scope in the new field. His 
people became respoiuive to his missionary as well aa 
other appeals. It is given to bat few foreign mission- 
aries to enter so closely into the chnrch life at home. 

The following letter begins the record : 
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Owotso, itieh., Oct. 34, iSSj- 
Hy dsab Mbs ScmuuH : 

I have accepted a. call to Medina, Ohio, a country town 
with a charch-membership of 350, twenty miles from Cleveland. 
They have a fine building and a good roomy parsonage. Why 
can you not come and spend the winter with us? If the town 
ia too monotonous, you can drop into Cleveland, the finest town 
ia the West, I have a horse and a carriage and we will take 
daily rides in the fresh air. I am delighted with my parish. 
My predecessor. Rev. C. }. Ryder, was called to Oswego and 
refused the call, thinking Medina the preferable place. There 
is only one regular service a day and two other meetings. 
Eternally yours, 

W. S. Amxht. 

To A Friend : 

We are now a united Camily. My mother reached here 
last Saturday evening in good health uid spirits. Our home 
is very comfortable and convenient. I keep a carriage to visit 
my pariafaiouerB, many of whom live in the country. Yesterday 
I had an audience of nearly five hundred people. To-monov 
night I speak in Cleveland on " China." Our health ia 
good. We are working hard and the Master is helping us. 

Mtdina, Ohio, /oh. 3$, 1886. 
To Dr. Swth : 

We are comfortably sctded and hard at work. The 
people have given us a cordial reception and the prospects for 
the future are most encouraging. 

It is easy to criticize the progress of missions in China and 
pronounce them a failure but you never hear such criticism 
emanating from a live missionary. Progress in China is marked 
and encouraging, but it (annat bt wholly reprtstnied in figures. 
Jt it utn in the gentral brtahdawn of idolatry in many places, 
the reception given to missionaries, and the general diffusion 
of useful if^ormation. I hope yon may be coming around by 
way of Medina before long. The foreign missionary interest 
needs rousing. I hope to give a course of a dozen lectures on 
China. Our ladies' society is quite revived in interest as also 
the children's. I want to do much fcHr the cause still near my 
heart Let me know if I can be irf any service, utd I will 
perform it if I can. 
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UiBB Mary A. CartiaB of Medina writea of an incident 
in Mr. Amentia new pastorate. "Barly in February, 
1886, a series of meetingB for which Mr. Ament and 
others had berai preparing was held in Medina under the 
direction of those well-known temperance workers, 
Francis and Edward Marpby. Into this work and that 
of the Gospel Temperance Union, organized during Mr. 
Murphy's stay in Medina, Mr. Ament threw himself with 
characteristic energy and enthusiasm. He was most 
earnest in seeking out those who were not hopeful. Ko 
home was too distant or too humble for him to find it^ if 
so he might be of serrioe tt> one who needed help. And 
his interest and sympathy were so genuine and so kindly 
manifested as to give him great power with those he was 
trying to reach. As one who knew him well in this work 
said, ' He could come right to the point and yet not in- 
suit anybody.' His interest in the work never seemed 
to abate. He started meetiDgs in a section of the town 
where not many were in the habit of attending chordi, and 
kept them up. One intimately associated with him in this 
part of the work quotes him with grateful remembrance as 
saying in his hearty way, ' There will be a meeting to- 
night and you will be there. I'to got something to tell 
yoD and I know yon will be th^?e. ' And he went As a 
result of these meetings the last open saloon In Medina 
was dosed and more than a thousand sigoatnres were se- 
cured for what was known as the Murphy pledge." 

Among the interesting incidents of this home pastorate 
was a discussion with a company of outspoken infidels, 
who had secured much influence with the young men of 
the town. The discussions were held in the county court 
house. By wise and thoughtful discussion, and happy 
retort and reply to objections, the power of this opposing 
foroe was practically broken. 

One of the pleasant incidents of his work in Medina 
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was the secnring of a yonng man to be the bnsineBS agent 
and treasnrer of onr North China Mission. One of the 
real hardens in any mission is the boaiDees end. To Mr. 
BoBtwick the mission is indebted for the discovery and 
seieotiou of the now veil-known vatering place on the 
north coast a score of miles sooth of Shan-Hai-Koan. 
Family dicomstanceB compelled him to return home 
after an eight and a half yeatB* eenrice. He is veil 
known as the diligent and saccesBfiil manager of the 
great sanitarinm at Clifton Springa 

A litae son, William Sheffield Ament, cune to their 
home July 26, 1887. 

Mtdim, Okio, 0<t, $1, 1887. 
To Dr. Surm . 

Wc have received lelleis from China which have broken 
us endrdy down. Not that we have needed any suggestioDS 
to make our iDterest in China real and living, but the present 
needs lay the burden upon us heavier than ever before. Three 
preaching missionaries have always been needed in Peking. 
By the return of Mr. Noble next spring and the transfer of the 
treasurer's office to Tientsin a house is left available and the 
desire of Dr. Blodget for a third preaching missionary can be 
realized. The question forces itself on us, ought we to return 
and take up our work ; is it right to do so under the circum- 
stances? The situation has improved wonderfully in the last 
few months. My mother decided that she would reestablish 
her home in Michigan, so last month I returned with her and 
she is now comfortably settled in her own house. Two years of 
test have given her quite a zest for work again. She u almost 
ready to say go, but what shall I say of our beloved parish 
which has a hold on our affections second only to China ? I 
have nearly a hundred spiritual children here. Should they 
be left ? Would so sudden a change in plan indicate fickleness 
on my part ? Is it fair to the people after a pastorate of only 
two years and a half to leave them when everything is on a 
most satisfactory basis ? Perhaps you can give us a Lttle light 
on these matters. My heart yearns for China. It is no light 
thing to be swerved from a line of work chosen not for a day 
but for a life. Let me hear from you as soon as convenient. 
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Medina, Jan. 34, 1888. 
I have just returned from a very satisfactory visit with my 
mother. She takes the most cheerful view of the situation and 
is ready to abide by any decision we may make. We hope 
your plans will allow of a shot call in Medina before long. 



It vas a great pleasora to Mr. Ament that he oonld 
have his motJier vith him and tliat together they could 
share the happy burdens of a hons^old with the dilldren 
of his sister amoDg them. It vonld appear however that 
Madam Ament, who was in her seventieth year, could not 
easily aoouHtom herself to being away from her old friends 
and acqaaintanceA ^e was therefore restless and some- 
what lonely at Medina^ since her son was so busily OG- 
enpied with the parish cares. It was her desire to r^nm 
to her old home in Michigan. On the other hand one 
who has had a share in the work on foreign fields ever 
feels the drawing again towards the work. Such a feel- 
ing Mr. Ament could not reelBt and at this Janotnre thero 
came some new and special appeals for the North China 
work, increasing the old interest, and with a qnickoied 
enthusiasm the old work in China fell again to his lot 

Mtdina, Mareh 33, 1888. 
Mv DEAR Miss Schirhui : 

I want to tell you something of oui phms. Such 
representatioDS have come from China and from the secretaries 
in Boston that we have decided to return to China this fall. Of 
course we are very contented in Medina, but the call is very 
loud from across the sea. I hear you say : " How about 
mother?" Well, she says, "Go. It is your duty." Her 
niece will make a home for mother and by the sale of some 
land she is made financially comfortable. Mother is glad that 
she has a son willing to do such a work, and if the Lord calls, 
who shall hinder ? I know you will look at this in the right 
light and not look on me as an ingrate, for no man in the Ifmd 
loves his mother more than I do. 
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From Hks. Ahutt : 

Deab Fbishd : — I think it was portly because mother 
ftJt convinced that this vu not the field where WiUiam could 
do the most good that she decided to go back to Michigan. I 
think that when he came back &om China she thought he 
could work as well in one place as another, but she came to 
see that China was t/u field for him and as soon aa she saw 
that, like a true mother she ically wished him to be where he 
could do the most for Christ and humanity. On visiting hci 
last winter he found her so cheerful and happy in the thnight 
of his going bock that he came to the final decision. 

Hfedina, May g, z88S. 
Dkak Miss Schiuiir: 

My mother is with us itow and was never more cheerful. 
Last Wednesday was her seventieth birthday and we had a 
company of old ladies to greet her. She enjoyed the tea party 
very much. The dear creature is a general favorite. All love 
her, for no one could help doing that. Do you not suppose 
that when God xxAA me to go to China, He ^ao prepared my 
mother iot the work as well as myself? She counts it a 
privilege to have a son at the front. We break up here in 
about two weeks, and I leave for good in June. I do wish you 
could see Mary and the babies b^re we go. 

PaitusvilU, Ohio, July g, 1888. 
To TBI Sauk : 

Arrived at Painesville, Mary and the babies gave me 
a warm welcome, and in the family carriage we drove to her 
aunt's together. I do trust that yon will remember that I ap> 
predate your beautiful treatment of me while I was in New 
York. Such kindness was more than I deserve, and I shall 
never forget it and will try to enrich others by your example of 
unselfish kindness and generosity. Some day but not now I 
may have eloquence enough to tell you how much yon have 
done to make the wrald raighter iot me. What courage you 
give by your cheerful ^irit and what hope by your kindness ! 

It iB peonliariy flttiDg to place here & somtnaty of his 
experiences at Medina, given as a part of the later m^no- 
rial serviceei, od his behaJf by the present pastor of the 
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Medina chnrofa, the Bev. J. Edward Eirbye, D.D., 
recently tiie president of Dmry CoUege, Mifisoori : 

" The inflttence of a truly great pastor is cumulative. 
Measured by this standard, the Rev. William S. Ament, D.D., 
was a great pastor as weU as a great missionary. Daring his 
ministry here of three years many notable advances were madei 
and influences left are easily discernible in the life of the 
church to-day. There are three abiding impres6i<Hi8 in the 
community as the result of his ministry. 

" The people remember distinctly his heroic aggressiveness. 
He was never a&aid to undertake a task if it promised success. 
There was the spirit of venturesome faith and he sought to 
make the church the embodiment of this ideaL The peofde 
are fond of telling how the Standing Committee were reluctant 
about adopting certain measures which he proposed. After 
presenting die case as clearly as he could with its promised ad- 
vantages and seeing their reluctance, he arose from his chair 
and strode across the room remarking : ' I wish I had a walk- 
ing committee instead of a standing committee.' There was a 
buoyant enthusiasm in his endeavor which drew the people 
about him in ardent devotion. 

" The second abiding influence was his consecration to the 
work of the Master. He was not concerned with eloquent 
sermons but was trying to minbter faith to the discouraged, 
and to rescue those who had lost their bearings in life. He 
was interested in the outcasts of the community. There was a 
drunkard who enlisted his full sympathies and help. This man 
professed conversion and joined the church, but only through 
the steady and persistent ministries of Mr. Ament was he kept 
until the last. 

"The third influence which be left among the people was 
an enthusiasm for missions. The needs and the opportunities 
of the heathen world pressed heavily upon his heart. He was 
the wise master builder in the church. He knew that if the 
children and the young people could be grounded in mission- 
ary zeal that it would be a cumulative force widening over the 
yean. 

" Our church is a great missionary church to-day because 
Mr. Ament instructed the junior and senior Christian Endeavor 
Societies in the meaning of world-wide responsibility. He 
felt that it was a great battle to win the world for Christ. He 
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believed with all his heart and sonl in the supreme necessity of 
the effort and the ultimate victory. The church in Medina 
loved him, and he in turn loved the church, but he believed 
with all his heart that he was divindy called to return to China. 
There was case and cmnfort here, there was duty in China, 

••• The little ro«d laid go. 
The Uttle home uid Rny, 
And, ob, it U bonny here *,t home. 
Bat I miot go away.' 

" That was the spirit in which he went out &om the Old 
First Church, Medina, (o his work in Chiita." 
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BeltrDiig, 
We are not here to play, to dream, to diift. 
We have hard work to do, and kiadi to lift. 
ShnD not the itrnggle ; hct it Tii God'i nft. 

vn 

THE RENEWAL OF UFE IN CHINA 

THE plan to retam to Ohina involTod qtieBti<HUi 
vhioh had a large bearing upon tihe coming 
home life in Peking. There veie Uie two 
Bmall diildrai vho needed alllce constant oare and teach- 
ing as they abonld grow. There was the large women's 
woA in Peking for which Mrs. Ament was fully equipped 
and which she desired to aid in every potedble way. 
Then was also the problem of Mrs. Amenf s aunt, Miss 
A. M. Wyctt^ who had now resigned her position at 
Obwlln. It was a happy thought which came unwit- 
tingly at first that Miss Wyett accompany them to Peking, 
share in their home and aid Mrs. Ament in the oare ol 
the children that she might give the more time to the 
Chinese. It was a part of the plan that Miss Wyett 
should, If she so desired, ose her remarkable skill in colon 
and drawing in giving leesons. Mrs. Ament felt espe- 
cially desirous of having her annt in her home, since in 
the early days of their motherless condition, MIbb Wyett 
had given her nieces most Mthfhl and loving care. It 
woDld be a suitable return for such thoughtftil care, If 
their Peking home could be hers also. 

San Franeiseo, Aug. 30, 1888. 
To Dr. Smith : 

In a few hours we set sail for China. Our party is now 
complete ; all in good health and spirits. En route from Port- 
land we narrowly escaped plunging through a burning trestle 
work but were mercifully preserved. Our last word is one of 
97 
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good cheer and high hope for the glory of God in a heathen 
land. 

Mrs. Ament is oat or she would unite in warm r^aids to 
Mrs. Smith and yourself. Misa Wyett also sends greetings. 



Aking, Oct. 18, 188S. 

I am glad to announce our safe arrival in Peking. 

Never was hospitality more appreciated than was the warm, 
cordial greedngs and good cheer of the Tung-chow friends. 
But we could not tairy long in this delightful resting place and 
hurried on to Peking, meeting a group of native brethren some 
distance out of the city who had come in the dust storm to 
give us a welcome home. Never did the great, roaring, busy 
city seem more attractive even in its filth. If possible the dust 
seemed deeper, and the smells more malodorous than yeats ago. 
However, it was home to us. 

Our welcome from (he sution has been more than we could 
expect. The work seems to be in a healthful condition. Dr. 
Blodget is working as he always has done up to the limit of 
his strength, and Mr. Aiken is exercising a happy spiritual in- 
fluence over the native Christians. I am glad to see some new 
faces in the group of native Christians at our midweek prayer- 
meeting. The opportunity for work, as usual, is very great, 
llie front chapel does not lack for listeners and the number of 
intelligent hearers is increasing. 

Peking, Oct, 39, 1888. 
To Miss Schduor: 

We have been in Peking just two weeks and if everpeo- 
ple have worked, we are the ones. We are now settled in our 
comfortable home. The children are well and their fat rosy 
checks are the delight of the Chinese and the foreigners. Such 
color and fullness are not often found within the walls of this 
filthy city. Miss Wyett endured the journey very well, except 
the last stage in a native boat. We have given her two lOoms 
and she is very comfortable. We find some improvements in 
China. A railroad runs from the ocean to Tientsin and is pro- 
jected as far as Peking. Rumors of great things are in the air. 
Curio buyers from Europe and America have just left Peking 
with tens of thousands of dollars' worth of beautiful things. I 
ain to be proposed as a member of ^the_North, China Branch of 
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the Royal Asiatic Society od the strength of an article <» 
" Chinese Currency " whidi I have only in manuscript. 

Dutmhtr a, xS8S. 
To Dr. Smith: 

Mi. Aiken and I have just returned from a tour to oar 
country r^ons connected with this station. We left PekiDg 
November 4th, ourselves in a cart drawn hy two mules and 
Helper Hung following on a donkey purchased for the occadon 
but sold on our return so that his travelling expenses were 
greatly reduced thereby. Mr. Aiken has adopted the native 
costume, barring the queue, for country work, while I still wear 
the foreign dress and remain a genuine specimen of the foreign 
devil. We took our first meal at a large market town called 
Huang Tsun, thirty lifrom the city. 

The following day we reached the market town of Nan 
Meng. We have <wly one convert in this vicinity, a young 
man who has been in the church only one year. He was (rf 
great assistance in selling books at the fair and told his story 
with great simplicity and some power. For two evenings we 
held meetings at the iim. On the second evening, eight men 
gave in their names as seekers after truth. Among these eight 
were two literary gentlemen, one of considerable repute as a 
teacher, who sent three of Us brightest pupils to visit us and 
learn for themselves of the religion which he was ready to rec- 



Pai Mu Chiao or Cedar Bridge was our next objective point 
This place with several neighboring villages has been the scene 
of gospel labors for many years and a goodly number of con- 
verts greets the missionary. For thirteen years previous to 1887 
thb region had been visited by annual floods and their crops 
destroyed or seed not sown at all. For two years Providence 
has smiled favinsbly upon them ; their fortunes have revived 
and they have good crops, comfortable homes, and seem to ap- 
[a'eciate the faa that they are iinder some obligation for all 
these blessings. It would seem that with forty adult members 
any church ought to be able to go ahead and build its own 
chapel and do something to support its own pastor, but they 
have been reluctant to m^c a move. However now they enter 
upon the plan of having their own place of worship with some 
enthusiasm. The central village most convenient for all the 
members has no room upon the village knoll, and no one has 
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space ioi lale. All these villageB are built upoa raised grouad 
firmly packed to the height of four to six feet to protect them 
from the floods which visit them so often. The only thing to 
do was K> look for premises in the next best village, but we 
found that the place best located is for sale at a price quite 
beyond their means. However the [m^cct is not to be dropped 
yet. 

They have been in a cold spiritual condition and some of 
the bi«thren had fallen into bad practices. Oue of these was 
suspended for a year. It seemed like a punishment, perhaps 
deserved for past delinquencies, that before we left he got into 
difficulty in a neighboring village and was seized and thrown 
into prisOTi on a charge of criminal assault. Though resolved 
that we should undertake to do nothing for any open violator of 
the law, we visited him in prison, saw the iron chain about his 
neck and hangii^ down to his feet and observed his generally 
pittable condition. He was dressed in the thinnest garments, 
suitable for warm weather only, and had eaten nothing for two 
days. His pride was not yet broken and he excused himself 
for his misdmds in several very lame efforts. His friends suc- 
ceeded in seeing him after some four days and reported that he 
had received no food or water in all that time, luid his tongue 
was so swollen that he could hardly speak. Dante's inferno ia 
a feeble representation of the hoirois of a Chinese prison, reek- 
ing with filth and the victims chained in the most uncomfortable 
attitudes and not fed or watered, unless their friends come for- 
ward with a very liberal sum of money, which in most cases 
they are utterly unable to do. Only in the last extremity when 
life is almost extinct are the prisoners given food and water 
enough to keep soul and body together. Our poor brother is 
caught in the meshes of a Chinese lawsuit, and he may be 
thankful if he escapes with his life. This is an object lesson 
which we trust the little church will diligently consider and be 
warned thereby. 

In most newly q)ened places the little church has to pass 
through certain incipient forms of persecution before the work 
is fairly established. If a temple is to be repaired or built or a 
theatre is held in the village in honor of some god every citi- 
zen is called upon to contribute according to his tax list. By 
treaty provision our Christians are ft^e from this tax. The vil- 
lage h^d men often ignore this clause of the treaty or are ignorant 
^f it and browbeat the church-members until sometimes they- 
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pay the tax to escape the petty persecution. In this village the 
head man was willing to leave the matter in abeyance till the 
foreign pastor came and gave the ultimate decision. When we 
arrived there was great curiosity oa the part of many to hear 
the discussion and our reasons for refusing to assist in the sup- 
port of a theatre company which was doing so much to enter- 
tain the people and which came at the request of the most 
respectable families in the place. It gave us a good opportunity 
to explain our principles to the very people we were most anxious 
to reach and at the same time vindicate our Christians in the 
poeitioa they took which the uninstiucted attributed to nothing 
more than penurionsness. 

It was a great pleasure to be able to make a sh<wt visit to 
Fao Tii^ Fu where my first three years in mission work were 
spenL Here also were indications of growth and improve- 
ment. New faces were seen shining with a new light, and new 
voices were heard in prayer and praise. The new premises in 
the south suburb are already occupied by Dr. Merritt and Mr. 
Winchester and their families who are established in their large, 
airy, sunny rooms with ample space outside, free from malana, 
for air and exercise. The future of this station now seems 
secured and people can live here if they can live anywhere. 

We hasteiiiEd on to Cho Chou, a name familiar to you from 
letters written about die work there by different ones for the last 
seventeen years. 

While in Cho Chou we were favored with a good view of the 
lineal descendant of Confucius in the seventieth generation. 
He is a young man about twenty years of age and hak just been 
to Peking to celebrate his marriage. As he is the first subject 
in the empire, outranking all princes and nobles except those of 
royal blood, he travels with great display, wholly, of course, at 
imperial expense. He, his mother, and his bride were carried 
in blue sedan chairs with eight bearers, each preceded by a 
company of soldiers and an ofBcer who carried the Emperor's 
passport strapped carefully to his back, so arranged that the 
royal yellow silk document was visible to aU. An immense 
train of horsemen and carts followed in the rear. Nothing could 
exceed the perfect respect and reverence with which this " holy 
man" with the blood of the great Confudus, "The Perfect 
One," flowing in his veins, is regarded by all classes of the peo- 
ple. Though the streets were lined with people, hardly a word 
was spoken or a motion made as the procession went past. 
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This boy has a nation at his fecL Notwithstanding his 
ancestry and the high honora paid him, the boy is a d^raded 
opium-smoker and tus kindred, I am told, are in astate<rf great 
decay. But as an advertisement of ConAicianism he is a great 
success. Princes struggle for a glance at him or a word with 
him and all classes count it an honor to have him pass through 
their borders. It would take hardier and more substantial 
virtnes than Confucianism can create to endure the weakening 
influetkce of seventy generations of mental and phyrical inac- 
tivity. 



Pao Ting Fu, Aug. zg, i88g. 
DuR Dr. Shith : 

Yoti will no doubt be interested in a brief accotmt cX 
the first CoDgrq^ational ordination in China. 



flaee : Ptu Ting Fu. 
Time : August i8, 1889. 
At our last annual meeting it was dccidol to proceed as 
early as convenient to the ordination of six young men, three 
of whom were connected with Tung-chow, two with Peking and 
one with Pao Ting Fu. Early in the summer letters missive 
from the church in Pao Ting Fu were sent to the various 
churches of oar order, desiring their presence by pastor and 
delegate. The council met on Saturday, Mr. Sheffield as 
chairman, and unanimously lecomrocnded the young man, 
Meng Ch'ang Ch'un, for ordination. Being laid aside by an 
attack of sidLuess he could not pass the ordeal of a public ex- 
amination. But the native brethren gladly testified to Meng's 
qualifications for the office of pastor. His theological m- 
structor, Mr. Sheffield, could speak as to his doctrinal sound- 
ness. Perhaps no man ever had fewer enemies or more gen- 
erally commended himself to all by his self-control and 
wisdom in speech and action. His father you will recall as 
the first convert in Pao Ting Fu and the pillar in the church 
for years. Young Meng is thoroughly Christian in all his ideas 
and sympathizes with all that is good and helpful in church 
life. It is an auspicious day in North China when such a man 
is set aside to the gospel ministry. 
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Od Sabbath morning the chapel was filled to overSoving, 
many coantry members coming in to witness the first ordina- 
tion. The exercises opened with an explanation of the occasion 
by Mr. Pierson. Following this prayer was offered by Mr, 
Orr Ewing of the China Inland Mission who was providentially 
present. The sermon was preached by Mr. Sheffield from 
I Hmothy iv. i a, presenting Christ as tite model Pastor and 
exhorting the candidate to imitate Him. The charge to the 
candidate was given by Mr. Ament, followed by the ordaining 
prayer offered by Mr. Stanley. The young man was only able 
to be present by reclining on a long chair supported by pillows. 
Mr. Aiken tendered the right hand of fellowship. A very in- 
teresting incident was the singing of a h3rmn composed by 
Brother Kung, a young theological student from Tung-cbow. 
It was beautiful in thought and expression and well adapted to 
the occasion. 

Peking, Nov. 20, iS8g. 
To Mas ScHiuaR: 

Miss Wyett does not improve in the climate of Cbina. 
She bas been in poor health all summer and autumn, but is 
[X>w b^inning to move about a little. The wonder is that a 
person so frail can do anything at all. She paints on Chinese 
silk representations of the flowers of China, making very beau- 
tiful pictures. My blessed little children are a great comfcA 
to us. I only repeat the testimony of others when I say that 
Emily is one of the most beautiful and attractive children that 
one usually meets. Her golden hair hangs in ringlets over her 
rosy blond face. Always smiling — when not crying — she 
sheds sweetness and cheerfulness everywhere. Though not yet 
six, she is invited to many places in the city with girb older 
thai) herself. She is the only foreign child I know that does 
not lose ber rosy cheeks in coming to this pestilential city. As 
to our work, that is prosperous. I took a little empty ^op in 
a distant part of the city and now we have full congregations 
and are atxHit to organize a chtirch. Mary has an industrial 
class for the wbmen and tries to teach them while they sew. 
She has little money for women's work and is trying to sell 
their work to help their wages, which is seven cents a day for 
women. Four men arose in our little prayer- meeting to-day 
and stud their minds were made up to try and live ChristiAn 
lives. 
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I 

Peking, Fth. 8, 1890. 
To Dr. Smith : 

Your letter of December 30th uriTed in Peking while I 
was absent on s tour in the country. On my return I haste to 
reply. After we left the hills last September and my little son 
and myself had fully recovered from our long illnesses, I settled 
down to work with all my strength, hoping to make up lost 
time and keep my record of wwk full. As you will recall one 
year ago last January the work of this station was divided into 
three parts, the North Chapel and the accompanying work in 
Cho Cboa and Liang Hsiang being assigned to me. 

Though beginning with only a few schoolboys we have now 
a delightful audience of f<»ty or more, every man, woman, and 
child of whom I know by more than ordinary acquaintance. 
Before the close of the Chinese old year we had a series of 
meetings lasting a month or more with good results. Owing 
to the increase of robberies and murders of late, the Emperor 
had issued an edict closing all gambling and opium establish- 
ments. Of course the places will all open again after the new 
year, but as for two or three months they were out of employ- 
meat, they flocked to our chapel as a good warm lounging 
place. I encouraged them to come and sometimes we had 
from fcnty to sixty men, keepers or frequenters of gambling and 
opium dens. You will be pleased to hear that most cf the 
preaching at our North Chapel is done by men who receive no 
compensation from the mission but do this as a glad contribu- 
tion to the work. Two of the three men who help in that 
work arc Manchua and receive monthly stipends from the 
government and are nominal soldiers, though doubtless they 
never fired c^ a gun. The idea of trying to do something for 
themselves is quite popular with our North Chapel people. I 
shall propose soon that they pay fbi tbe chapel fuel, ako help 
in the support of the day-school. Already they have bought 
their own hymn-books, responsive readings, communion 
service (such as it is), have helped an afflicted brother and 
done other small things. 

I am very busy just now preparing (or trying to) a few lec- 
tures for the Tung-chow students on practj^ methods of 
Christian work. 

Peking, April 3i, 1890. 
In Peking it is only fail to mention that there are special 
difficulties in the line of church development. The chief 
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hindrance is the shifting character of the popuUtion. Our 
best members may have their homes a hundred miles away 
and may return at any time. We are making special eSbita to 
draw in the Manchna who have their homes right about us. 
As a role here our ctragr^ations are smaller than our member- 
ship. The members are scattered all over North China. 



In May, 1890, tbe aecond misBionary conference for 
Ohioa was held at Shanghai, as the firet one in 1677 had 
lieen. It is recorded that in 1865 there were two thoD- 
Band baptized Protestant oonunnnicants. This number 
had inoreaaed in 1877 to thirteen thousand. It had ad- 
vanced to thirty-Beren thoafiand in this year of the oon- 
fiereace. 

The coming together of so many workers from every 
part of CbtaA made a deep impression. By their ability, 
their harmony, their high porpose and far-reaching plans 
they won a place for mission work among the oommercial 
and diplomatic people hitherto nuattained. 

One effect was a change in the attitude of the local 
press towards the missionary propaganda. Another ez> 
oellent resolt was the widening of the field of correspond- 
ence pnblished In the Shuighai papers. Since this 
change the best information regarding all Chinese affairs 
has been from the missionaries distriboted over the em- 
pire. Mr. Ament shared in the regular and special cor- 
respondence from Peking. 

Aside ftom the fine spirit of harmony in motoal efforts 
the chief reealts of the conference were the organization 
of au education association, and the appointing of com- 
mittees to overlook the revising of the sacred Scriptoree 
in tiie Chinese language. Oar North China Mission was 
well represented in each of the three boards of revisers, 
and has had a marked inflnence in molding the standards 
of the new versions. 
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January lO, l8gt. 
To Secretary Swth : 

The death of the father of the Emperor, the seventh 
prince (seventh son of the old Emperor Too Kuang who made 
such a noble effort to put down the opium traffic), leaves an 
aching void among men of progressive spirit in China. His 
mind was open to new ideas and he was meditating marked 
changes and had already advised the young Emperoi to grant 
the audience question. 

Our station has had a year of prosperous work. The South 
Chapel reports thirty-eight baptisms (including thirteen school- 
girls) and my North Chapel recu'ds thirty baptisms, being a 
net gain of twenty-eight adults. But in my country field the 
outlook is still more enconragiDg. At Cho Chou after years 
of effort we have now succeeded in secuiing satis&ctory prem- 
ises in a good location. 

March s, rSgi. 
I am ezceedii^fly happy to be able to state definitely that in 
both dty and country the whole aspect of affairs has changed. 
The cloud* which seemed so dark and lowering, prophetic of 
a tornado, have only dropped refreshment in parched places 
and the harvest has come with almost the rapidity of a miracle. 
After I dismissed my station class, I started for a tour to Pu 
An TuD where the young helper Jen Hsueh Hai is, and Cho 
Chou ; in the former place to arrange for the continuance of 
the little school, and in the latter to complete the purchase of 
our premises. The Spirit of the hving God was there 
before me, to my glad surprise. The station class men had 
returned home only to go to work like heroes to convert their 
fellow townsmen, and the helper and his wife (one of Miss 
Chapin's girls) had risen to their opportunity and a revival 
was at its flood tide when I reached there. By day and by 
night the rooms of the preacher's house had been full of men 
and .women, studying as well as listening to gospel truth. 
Their home was a busy hive of Christian industry. The best 
of it was that the people had come by families so that often 
father, mother, and children would be studying the same lesson 
in the catechism and trying to be mutually helpful. The people 
said that for ten years they had been in a state of dread of the 
foreigners, hearing so many rumors of kidnapping childieU) 
etc., but that of late they had no feais at all, but on the con* 
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trary a great desire to learn the great truths which seemed the 
mainspriDg of their action. 'Hiere seemed to be geouine 
hunger for spiritual truth. They never were weaiy of the 
meetings. In the few days it was my pleasure to be with them 
they seemed to grow every minute of the time. Most of them 
made a good start in committing to memoiy the Apostles' 
Creed, Lord's Prayer, and the Ten Commandments, lliey felt 
a loyalty to the church which is a rare feature among many of 
our native brethren. They took upon themselves the duty of 
looking after the weak ones. On my return fixnn Cho Chou, 
by the (ud of the helper and two or three church-members, 
thirty-eight persons were picked out as presenting evidences of 
conversion and a fair comprehension of the Gospel. 

As to the North Chapel in Peking, we are now fully cut loose 
from the South Church and have set up housekeeping for our- 
selves with a membership of over one hundred, including both 
city and country. Our chapel is open both afternoon and 
evening and the audiences are large and attentive. The 
brethren are recovering from their state of lethargy and of 
their own accord have invited one of their number to be a 
regular helper in the chapel. They pledged his support, though 
of course they will expect, as they will need, generous aid from 
the foreigners. 

Peking, May 33, i8gi. 
Yon will have heard ere this of our annual meeting. 
We had an unusually pleasant time, though the attendance was 
small. It seems to me that our natives need just such meetings 
to teach them how to do business in a Congregational way, 
also to bring them into touch sympathetically with the for- 
eignets and to brighten them up generally for their work. 
The tremendous inertia of Chinese heathenism drags on our 
helpers as on ourselves. Our seven siaihns are almost seven 
missums, each one making its own demands and needs promi- 
nent at our meeting. 

Peking, July S, i8gi. 

MV DIAR MOTHBB : 

Yesterday I returned from my long summer trip to 
Cho Chou and the country in genera]. This morning the rain 
is gently falling, which would have made the roads impassable 
bad I waited another day. I received your letter of A[^ 36th, 
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and it did me worlds of good, being so Tull of courage and 
chccr. On returning I found letters from Edith and Anna, 
giving tbc sad news dT the death of Father Penfield. 

In Cho Chou the people of a certain village, where I had 
distributed famine relief, made me a present of a fine 
tablet to be hung over the door of the chapel. This was so 
much of an honor that people from long distances came to see 
it and offer their coDgratuladona. It will do a good deal to 
keep US on friendly footing with the people. In tiie south the 
missions are having great trouble with the gentry and db- 
affected folk of all classes, and the work is in great danger, but 
here the people seem naost friendly and it is rare to hear a word 
of disrespect. 

Mary is improving in health in Kalgan and I trust will be a 
new woman when she comes down. Her father's death will 
be a great shock to her, but she is a woman of courage a&d 
will b^ it like a. Christian. 

Peling, Oet. aa, 1891. 
To Medina Fribnds : 

Dear Mrs. Darnliy akd Brothsr John : — Your letter 
just came in as we were returning from our annual meeting at 
Tientsin and we are making arrangements for onr annual flit 
from this pestilential city. I took Mrs, Ament and the chil- 
dren to Kalgan, our station on the Great Wall, five days' hard 
travel to the northwest of Peking. There they are on a high 
plateau, with pure air free from city smells and miasms. 
Bostwick and I returned to our posts, he at Tientsin. Medina 
may well be proud of such a fine fellow as Harry Bostwick, 
an expert business man and staunch Christian. Out mail 
coming is quite an event. I had a letter fioro my mother re-, 
porting her in the best of health. I found a good list cj sub- 
scribers foe a new magazine that I edit. Of course I do not 
allow literary work to interfere in any serious mantm with my 
evangelical work, which I consid« my chief duty and my 
greatest joy. 

Last evening was my first evening meeting in my little 
chapel. A very fair audience assembled and remained to die 
close. The evening preachers are men who freely give of 
their time and strength for this glorious work. My cSiapel is 
now open every day and evening and perhaps four different 
men preach during the day. I can see as never before the 
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Immense reach and scope of God's great scheme of redemption. 
It touches human society in every part and dignifies and 
ennobles life. It includ^ everything of interest or value to 

A remarkable proclamation has just been issued by the 
Emperor, in which be calls upon the mandarins to protect all 
preachers, as wc are engaged in a work that benefits the people 
and does no harm to the state. In the southern part of the 
empire the Chrisdaiis have been seriously persecuted, one mis- 
sicxiaiy murdered) houses and chapels burned and vile [dacards 
put up all over the country. Here, in the north, in the very 
centre o( influence, everything is quiet and a cordial greeting 
given to the preacher. 

Willie is now quite a boy, roystering about the compound, 
making a racket with a drum or flageolet, climbing the walls 
in imminent danger of his neck, b^ging to ride my mule, 
tormenting his sister, now working widi kindergarten m^erials, 
learning to read, wanting to ask the blessing at the tabic, to 
shave with my razor. Daily we see the growth of conscience 
and an appreciation of what is good and best. Emily is de- 
velo[Hng rapidly, writes and reads nicely. Poor children, they 
have no companions and it is only occasionally they can romp 
with other children distant a mile or two away. 

Cordially yours, in the Master's service and the discipline 
of the Gospel, 

W. S. Ahkht. 



Pektni, Dte. zf, tSgt. 

To SlCRETABY SlOTH : 

It is some time since I have seized the opporttmity to 
write to you. I have been rather waiting to see what would 
be the upshot of recent pcditical agitations, and to know 
whether or not we would all be invited to move to the sea- 
board. 

Our new little paper. The North China News, meets with a 
cordial reception. It keeps me rather busy, but the preparation 
of the paper is a respite from Other labors which are more try- 
ing. I should be most dissatisfied if it interfered with my 
work as a preaching missionary, than which there is no more 
com^en^atii^ and delightsome work under tlu sun, 
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Report «^ Mission Depositary for i8go-j8gi ; 

We believe the grand desideratum in oar literature to 
be the tract, which will do for Chinese readers what some tracts 
bare done fix English readers. Such a tract cannot be trans- 
lated, it must come fresh and warm from some heart which 
feels the need it endeavors to supply. The Chinaman will 
read to the finish a sheet tract, while the book, though even 
of a few pages, will be laid aside. The land should be sown 
broadcast with these sheets which contain the great essentials 
of our faith. 



The Korth Ohina Tract Sooiet? at its spring meetiDg 
1891, decided to b^D a monthly paper for the benefit of 
the Mandarin speaking people of the choicbes. All 
(Mnese literature tends toirards the concise and dasBical 
style of composition. The scholars and otheis look down 
opon the simple and colloqnial. The Christian Church 
could not exist npon snch a basis. The Qospel most be 
preached and read in familiitr and common forms. A 
real Bible in the langaage of the people most be the aim 
of translators. Thanks to this aim the common people 
of China hare a Bible which they can read, nndeistand 
and invardly digest Happily the best of Knan Hna, 
the Idiomado colloquial of tluee-fonrths of China, is il- 
lostiated in a few widely known books and in the finest 
of literary products. The American Board Press had 
for twenty years issued literature for Christian readers, 
aside from the Old and New Teetamaits, in tracts, stories, 
hymn-books, In a steady stream. The time had come for 
an advance and the CAurcA NemB was the result, with Mr. 
Ameut as editor. 

The little paper was made in shapely folio form, 
printed on heavy white Chinese paper, the printing be- 
ing on both sides of the sheet, an invention of Mr. Hnnt, 
quite unique at the time. Mr. Ament had a very able 
Chinese wtito: for his teacher and assistant. He was 
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very foitanate in his aeleotloB of Chinese scholais. One 
of these went from Fa An Ton to Gtermany, recommended 
by Mr. Ament to the legation. He remains there now as 
teacher of Chinese in the Berlin University. Another, 
Chang Hsi Hain, became Dr. Goodrich's very able aacdst- 
ant in translating the Scriptores. 

The monthly labor upon the Ckwreh Newt became of 
very deep interest to Mr. Ament. The general make-ap 
ytae his, snoh as translation of foreign tel^rams, a sorrey 
of passing political events, the editing of the nevs bom. 
the ohnrohee, and selection of articles sent in. The t6- 
snm6 of the imperial edicts conld be left to the scribe. 
Most of the articles were in simple Mandarin, others in 
easy classical, if sodi there be. The pleasore of this 
serrlce to the churches was found in its increasingly nse- 
fbl character. Yet he assnree his correspondents that it 
was a byplay not interfering with daily preaching or ex- 
tended tours. 

This editorial work continaed nntil his flirloogh jn 
1897 and was reaomed on his return the fbllowing year. 



Peking, Sept. 3t, 189a. 
To THK Medina Junior Endiavos Sochty : 

My deak Young FrIknds : — I am greatly ddighted to 
hear of the prosperity of your society and trust it will meet 
with even greater success in the future. I suppose I am safe in 
taking for granted that most of the members are not those with 
whom I used to have such pleasant meetings. Many of those now 
are doubtless stalwart young men and beautiful young women, 
active members and loyal supporters of the r^ular Endeavor 
Society. I su[^)0se you all Iedow the meaning of the word 
"endeavor." It means, "on duty," The true endeavorer is 
always on duty, ready to do whatever comes to his hand " for 
Christ and His Church." 

You nil! be much surprised to learn that though I have 
tried to be a good endeavorer, still I do not live within a thou-' 
sand miles of any endeavor society Oiat I know of. It is a 
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melancholy fact. I shall have to confess that the greatest 
Chrifldao movement of modem times is not represented in 
Peking or Ncnth China. There is a reason for this. Thirty 
years ago there was not a Protestant Christian in this great 
city of Peking. There may be as many as six hundred dow, 
but tfaey are scattered over a large area. Most of them are 
very poor sod have to live from hand to mouth, so they never 
have any time for anything outside the usual duties. On Sab- 
bath tfaey will usually come for the morning servicC) after that 
wc may not see them again till the next Sunday. If one of 
oui Christians works for a heathen master, he has only to men- . 
tion keeping the Sabbath, or attendance on any of our meetings, 
in order to lose his place at once. 

A few years in the heathen land would make you think Me- 
dina a perfect Paradise. I know that peojde are not all as 
good as tfaey ought to be but still it is heaven as compared 
with Peking. 

But it is not all dark, even here. As I sit writing there is a 
young Chinese in my bouse playing on a baby organ and the 
sweet notes of " What a friend we have in Jesus " come wafted 
to my ears, telling me that Jesus is working even here. This 
young man was once a " street rat," as wild and wicked as he 
could be. His father was a miserable besotted opium-smoker, 
just ready to drop into the grave. He gave me this boy and I 
have DOW supported him more than ten years. He has fallen 
into many sins, been dismissed from our cfautch, but has held 
on, and has been held on to, until now he has graduated from 
our mission college, and in a few days begins to study for the 
Christian ministry, one of the most hopeful young men in the 
mission. He has a conscience, feels the weight of his «ns, 
and lights for victory like a hero. But such boys are rare and 
we cannot get enough of them together in one place to form a 
Christian Endeavor Society. We have Christians who come to 
church from homes where they arc reviled for so doing. All 
it needs is time, patience, and the spirit of God to make these 
Chinese Christians as good as any you will find in the world. 
I hope yon will pray for them and study about them so that 
you may know what a great work we are engaged in, and also 
thank God every day that you were bom in a Christian land. 

My little Emily comes in just now and begs me to go with 
her to the Greek church service, which is held Saturday after- 
noon at four. It seems a strange hour and the service is still 
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stranger. I do not suppose any one present uDdeistands the 
words which are intoned. They bum incense in a swinging 
lamp) and you can hardly see across the room ; bow down to 
thirty pictures and images, kiss the Bible which they never 
read, and which is kept locked with a clasp on the lids, make 
genuflections, wear many and queer garments and withal are 
quite as interesting as a theatre. It makes one feel bad to see 
■uch splendid opportunities as these wasted. The Russian 
uiests are under the protection of the government and the 
j&mperor of China, but they make scarce any effort to spread 
abroad the knowledge of the truth. The Greek church has 
been in Peking over two hundred years and I do not suppose 
they have over two hundred followers now. 

Well, the world will be difierent when you and other mem> 
bers of the junior societies have grown up and have gone out to 
make the world better and rit^er for your Christian efforts. 
May the Lord bless and keep you all. Your society lies very 
near my heart, and when I was obliged to leave you and come 
away to China, I received a wrench from which I have never 
recovered. You know that your church is the only one which 
the Lord ever permitted me to minister to in a Christian land, 
and you are die only children I was allowed to love through 
service and sacrifice. Hence I am drawn to you with an un> 
divided affection and I trust you will never give me reason U> 
bcdieve or know that my labor at Medina was in vain. Keep 
close to Jesus in undying loyalty. Be true to your pastor and 
the church and you will always rejoice in the Christian life. 
Remember that fOTeign missions are the great wwk of the 
Church. You are to convert the world. I am (x>ntinual1y 
starting little Sabbath-schools, churches, and helping boys and 
young men in getting an education. If you care to do any- 
thing for the boys and girls here send your contributton direct 
to me, and I will see that it is well expended. 

Good-bye and God bless you all, every one. 
Your friend in China, 

W. S.AJI1HT. 

FMng, Oct. iS, z8gs. 
To Dr. SHrra : 

My North Chapel has just been put in repair so it looks 
fit for human habitation. In spite of all that we can do it 
leaks badly every summer, necessitating complete repairing and 
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whitewashing. Bdog tented, we are in the h&nds of the land- 
k»d and cannot make extensive alterations. The floor is three 
feet below the level of the street and is always black with 
moisture. For twenty years the room has had water standing 
in it every summer, till the last two years when the break-water 
had been built. Three fires in the winter seem to have no more 
effect in reducing the damp exhalations from the floors than 
though they were not. In the rear the rooms for the helpa 
are do betttr. Certainly in the United States it would not be 
considered safe to staUe a boise in such a place. On Sabbath 
days, holding meetings with the women, Mrs. Ament is often 
obliged to get up and go out in order to breathe. Such rooms 
are also all I nave in which to house my station class this 
winter. This without exaggeration is the condition of the 
place we call the North Chapel and in which I am suf^xMcd to 
be able to build up a church. Notwithstanding aU this our 
success has been such as to warrant me in lifting up my voice 
and claiming better quarters. It is absolutely hopeless to ex- 
pect that our few native Christians, all poor, will be able to 
help in this matter. The most that we can expect is that they 
will largely assist in the running expenses. 

The days at the old Korth Chnrch were golden days, 
deflpite the chill of the dark rooma in Uw tear. There 
women coold creep io by a side door aDd reoeive instrac- 
tlon from Mis. Ament beiself, a wearying yet aatiBfyiog 
work leading to the great end, the reeone of men and 
vomen from their ignoranoe and sorrow. The long walks 
to and fro, the sorly neighbors and the wearinees were 
tbrgotten in ttie joy of toncbing some lives that ooold be 
resoaed and Innngiit into the kingdom of light When 
Emily grev to girlhood, It was a happy trio working to- 
gether. Emily with the little girls, and Mr. Ament with 
the men, each pointing some eager heart to the way of 
trntli and life. 

The home on the hilltop at the Western Hills in 
sommer was a delight to them all. Emily and Willie 
would spy their &ther riding the white pony from the 
steaming city to the restful hiUsidesfor a day or two wiUi 
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Qieio. Hot glad the welcome 1 Far avay they oonld 
Bee the Yak tail vaviiig and the helmeted figure sittiiig eo 
erect drawing nearer and nearer imtil the glad moment was 
reached when the father diBmonnting, both the childien 
were pat in his place on the saddle and ao rode proadly 
to the door of the little cottage on the steep hill, while 
the carter would bring op the rear with bags of needed 
supplies and no doabt tiie longed for home mail, alwi^ 
80 welcome. 
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« or nch is the kingdom of he»Teii " : 

No elor; th*.l ever wu ibed. 
From Die crowning itu ol the aeren 

Thtt ciowDcd the ooith world'i hea 
No woid that CTcr wis ipokea 

Ofhomui oi godlike toagae. 
Gave ever such godlike token 

Since honun harps were strung. 



We b»Te known sorroir — htply know it still ; 

Let us ^ve Kverent tbtnki that there is One 
Whose itretigth unfailing and whose loring will 

We all nuf lean npon I 

—S^iiarJ. 

vm 

OUT OF THE DEPTHS 

Peking, March 2, iSgj. 
To Medina Frunds : 

To-day I rit down to write you with a heavy heart and 
eyes weary with weeping. The dread destroyer has entered 
out home, and our dear and only daughter has gone to her 
long, long home. Her long battle with diphtheria ended at 
9:30 o'dock, February 37th. It seems hardly possible diat 
this strong, hearty and laughing girl is no more on earth. 
The pestilence is abroad in this dirty city, and loving a shin- 
ing mark, it struck down our beloved one. Great grace has 
bMU given ui to bear np under this terrible blow though it 
seemed to me for a while as though I could not breathe ; but 
light is dawning and God never seemed more near or more 
gracious than at the present time. Kind friends hare minis- 
tered to our comfort. The funeral was one of the most largely 
attended in Peking, and lovely flowen now cover Emily's 
sleeping place. But she is not there in the cold ground ; she 
is basking in the light of the Saviour's presence. She is 
better there. Some of the friends in Medina will remember 
the little laughing maiden who loved all and was loved of all. 
Medina was the only place in the United States which she 
remembered, and often she mentioned it in her prayers. She 
was not yet nine years old, but being large and strong was 
often taken to be much older. She was also quite mature and 
already had her class of little Chinese girb in Sunday-school. 

lie 
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Her Chinese friends offered many prayers for her recovery and 
now weep biner tears at her departure. One foreign friend 
who knew of her love for the little girls comes forward and offers 
to give one hundred dollars towards founding a memorial school 
to continue thework she had begun. What pleasure this gives 
ns emd I tmst the enterprise will not fail for lack of support. 
May it be true of her " she being dead yet speaketh." Dear 
child ; she was an unspeakable comfort to her mother, entering 
sympathetically into all her plans for the Chinese and being a 
great support because of her unfailing good cheer and happiness. 
But now all this enei^ and strength can be put to the divinest 
service with the Master at hand. What advantage she will 
have that she could not have on this earth I Such a life may 
end physically but not in its moral inffueDce and personality, 
I find myself trying to reproduce it by increased activity and 
great love in my lines of work. Little WilUe, five years old) 
is still left to us, but he is not robust and in this malarial and 
pestilential atmosphere the odds seem to be against him in the 
struggle for life. But he belongs to God and we resign him 
to His Fatherly protection, and rest in that. He says he is so 
lonesome. A kind friend gave him to-day two white rabbits 
much to the joy of his heart. 

Out work is progressing as well as could be expected. 
Heathenism presses dowo with awful weight and no human 
pow« can move it But God can and He is. The spreading 
of the Gospel is bringing forth fruits apparent to all, none more 
apparent than the increasing dispositioD of the Chinese to con- 
tribute for the support of the church. Our mission collie has 
just received quite a fine sum of money, and now we can put 
up appropriate buildings and proceed to have a large and 
flourishing school. Two hundred Christian Swedes are en route 
for North China to engage in mission work. China must be 
converted and we must all do our share. Keep the missionary 
spirit warm in your endeavor society, for that is the secret c^ 
sure growth, to pray and work for the world as Christ did. 
Yours in Christian sympathy, 

W. S. Amimt. 

Piking, Mta-ch at, 1893. 
My vkry dkar Miss Schirukr : 

Your long and lovely letter was like water to a thirsty 
soul and gives me a sense of fullness which I have not experi- 



itized by Google 



118 WILLIAM SCOTT AMENT 

enced for many a day. The oews of the dear old fnends 
revived all the sweet memories of long ago when we had such 
unselfish association in the great city. I have here not formed 
such relati(»is. All persons here are busy with their appointed 
tasks, representing different missionary societies, and with dif- 
. feicnt methods of work. Most of them are young, able people, 
and there is very little you can do for them, and you know as 
well as I that there ia no gmuine love between people where 
there is no sacrifice on the one side or the other. The Chinese 
are much dearer to me than all the foreigners put together, for 
the very reason perhaps that I invest my heart in them. 

And now I can wait no longer to tell you of the great grief 
that has come into our lives and &om which Mary and I are 
slowly recovering, if that is ever possible. Diphtheria has 
been raging in the dty. Our children bad always been so well 
and strong that we had almost ceased to be anxious about them. 
On Sunday, February 19th, our dear little Emily complained of 
feeling feverish and of pain in her throat. Smallpox was also 
in the city and we called a doctor and had her examined that even- 
ing. But on Wednesday, on looking into her throat, the doctor 
saw white spots which made him anxious, and on Thursday he 
pronounced it diphtheria. Emily was isolated at once and Mary 
and Miss Russell took their places at her bedside, and worked 
like heroes that they are for the dear life that was so precious 
to us and her many friends. Gangrene developed. Our hopes 
gradually sank. Oh, bow we prayed for the dear child t She 
was as patient as an angel. The doctor said she was the sweet- 
est little patient he ever saw. Emily called him "My little 
doctor." Everything was done that medical science could sug- 
gest. You know what a horribly insidious disease it is. Her 
heart was involved and bc^an to beat irregularly. I was 
ordered out of the room, but I hung around the door and 
would rush in occa^onally and wave a kiss to my loved child. 
She would smile in return. On Sunday, the 36th, we called a 
consulution of physicians, but all that Dr. P , of the Lon- 
don Mission, would say was, "That is a very bad looking throat." 
That Sunday night I spent upon the floor of my study pray- 
ing God to have loercy on us. The doctor ordered me up, 
saying I would take cold, but I could not sit up, and did not 
care what happened to me. The Chinese prayed for us in great 
numbers, holding little prayCT-meetings by themselves in dif- 
ferent places without our knowledge. Mary told the dear child 



itized by Google 



OUT OF THE DEPTHS 119 

that probably Ehe would not recover. She looked up aodsaid, 
"Do you think I am going to die?" She said she was willing 
to die — her throat haid ceased to pain her by this time — for 
then she would see little brother Philip, long since in heaven, 
and Grandpa Pcnfield. But she was not quite sure that it would 
not be better to go to America and see Grandma Ament and 
little Cousin Claribel. She ceased to talk, closed her eyes, 
turned on her side and at 9 : 30 a. m. Monday, February 37th, 
went to the God who had loaned her to us for eight happy 
years. 

Our cup of happiness had been full to overflowing in our two 
bright, happy children. Especially she was the picture of 
beauty and abounding health ; all little ailments were shaken off 
in a moment and she seemed impervious to the malaria of the 
city. But the pestilence that flieth in the air seized the dear 
throat with an invincible grip and even her strength did not 
avail. She was buried on Tuesday in the Uttle foreign ceme- 
tery where now three little mounds contain all the earthly re- 
mains of our three children. One is left, litde WiUie, nearly 
six years old ; not as vigorous as his sister, nor as much givea 
to study. But he is a rosy, happy little fellow, and wilt help to 
lighten our hves if only a good Father will spare him to us. 
What my dear mother will do on hearing of the death of her 
little namesake I do not know. I pray God she may have the 
strength to pass through the ordeal and stiU grow firmer by the 
trial. Mother still lives at Owosso, in good health and com- 
fort, trusting God and waiting for the kingd<xn. She hu 
promised to Uve till I return. 

Miss Wyett was nearly crushed by the loss of dear Emily, 
and could hardly reconcile herself to the fact. Gladly would 
she have given her life to have saved that of the beloved child. 
Miss Wyett was deeply loved by the children and had a 
beautiful influence over them. Her own health is quite frail, 
but she has a charming spirit of patience and resignadon and is 
fully prepared for all that may happen. Dear Mary holds out 
bravely and is full of courage and good deeds. 

Emily had hardly gone before Miss Russell, our colleague 
from Chicago and a fHend of Mr. Moody, proposed that we 
should establish a school for Chinese children in memory of 
dear Emily who had tried to help these dear girls in her child- 
like way. Miss Russell backed up her proposition with a gift 
of one hundred dollars. We propose to foujid this school and 
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to perpetuate it if it be a possible thing. Already we had be- 
guQ to negotiate for the purchase of a little place. I have sent 
you two copies of a little Chinese magazine 1 edit, containing a 
short account of Emily written by a Chinese Bible woman iu 
our employ, Ah Nai Nai. Emily was accustomed on Sundays 
to teach Bible verses to little girls who came to the chapel, and 
this woman's little girl, about Emily's age, volunteers to carry 
on the work in her stead. 

From the "Mission Day ^ring," June, iSgj, "A Little 

Missionary in China." 
Mv DEAR Young Friends : 

You may like to listen while I tell you something of my 
dear little niece whom I have known so well and who has now 
gone to the better land. 

Her name was Emily Hammond Ament, and her home was 
in the great city of Peking, in China. The first two months of 
her life were spent in an old temple at the Western Hills, and 
before she was a year old she went with her papa and mama to 
America where she found many dear relatives and friends to 
love. When she was just four years her papa was able to re- 
turn to his much loved work as a missionary in China. Here 
everything was strange — the people, the street scenes and the 
language; but a little child soon feels at home anywhere, and 
it was not long before Emily was gaily chatting with her kind 
old nurse who took care of her little brother. She found many 
little friends near her own age among the children of the mis- 
sionaiies and the foreign residents at Peking, and her gay sunny 
temperament, her abounding life and vigor, made her enter into 
all childish sports with great delight. As she grew older she 
was interested in history, poetry and art. Anything that was 
read or related to her she was never tired of hearing. 

But our Emily was a very human child and her strong will 
and determination to carry out any plan she had fonned made 
giving up a difScult task. She was intense in her likes and dis- 
likes, but more and more she was learning self-controL 
Especially during the last six months of her life it had become 
her fixed purpose to do nothing that would grieve Jesus. Her 
love for her dear ones was constantly overflowing in loving 
words and caresses. Those who have been guests in our home 
will long remember Emily's warm greeting, for nothing gave 
her more joy than to welcome friends. The arrival of a tired, 
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travd>wom missioasxy famUy was to her the most delightful of 
events, and if she was permitted to do anythiog for their com- 
fort her happiness was complete. 

One other event filled her with equal joy, and that was the 
coming of the home mail. She was one of the first to know of 
the courier's arrival, and soon would be heard the merry shout, 
" Home mail " ; and she would dance into the room with curls 
flying, eyes sparkling and her sweet mouth wreathed in smiles. 
When there were letters for her she was still more delighted, 
and not only did she love to receive tetters, but she loved also 
to write to her friends. More than one children's missionary 
band will recall the letters she sent thero ; and after her death 
a letter was found that she had finished just before she was 
taken ill, addressed to some children whom she hoped would 
form a txind. 

The first two summers after Emily returned to China were 
spent in the old temple at the hills called Chang An Ssu. In 
the pretty hill country she enjoyed long walks and donkey 
rides and an occasional excursion to a neighboring temple. 
Her third summer was spent in Kalgan, the most northerly 
station in the mission. The long journeys made in mule litters 
furnished many and strange sights. The long trains of pack* 
mules carrying tea to Russia, and mules and donkeys ladoi 
with rugs and skins winding over the steep mountain roads, 
and the Great Wall with its curious gateways and towers, the 
wild scenery of the mountain pass, a day at the Ming Tombs, 
all proved of interest to her, as to us all. Her last summer 
was spent at our new resting place at the hills called Ssu Wang 
Ting, a ta^zy hilltop. There, with ample room within the 
mission grounds, she enjoyed long rambles with her little 
brother, while breathing the fresh air. 

But wherever she was Emily never lost sight of the fact that 
her parents were missionaries and that on all sides were poor 
heathen Chinese who needed to be told a Saviour's love. Im- 
mediately on her arrival in China, impressed by the degrada- 
tion of the people as she saw them, she voluntarily ofiered 
prayer that God would help us to teach them and to do them 
good. Often on meeting Chinese women for the first time she 
would ask them if they loved Jesus. One of the servants who 
had been instructed in the Christian doctrine, but who was 
not a church-member, was going to spend the New Year with 
his heathen relatives. Just before he left Emily said to him 
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very impressively : " Be sure you do not set up a new kitchea 
god when you go hraie." More than a year ago she began 
teaming texts of Scripture in Chinese that she might teach 
them to the little girls who went with their mothers to the 
North Chapel where her papa preached and her mama taught 
the women. It was touching to sec how patiently she, who 
was not by nature a patient child, would repeat verses over and 
over till her small pupils had learned them, and very seldom 
was she absent from her post. February 19th was the last 
Sunday she met her class. She came home seemingly tired 
and complained of headache : but it was not till Thui^y that 
the doctor pronounced her disease diphtheria. I cannot tell 
you of our anguish when we heard this dreadful word, or how 
earnestly we prayed that her predoua life might be spared to 
us. She had always been so well and strong, it seemed 
hardly possible that she could die ; but in spite of all that 
tender love and care could do, on Monday, Febniaiy 17th, she 
passed from earth to heaven. A day or two before, her mama 
told her that she was very ill and might not hve. She seemed 
surprised, and said: "Why, do you think 1 am going to 
die?" She was answered: "Yes, dear, I think so; would 
you not love to go to heavoi and be with Jesus? " Without 
hesitatioD she said, " Yes." She had been taught to think of 
heaven as a beautiful home where a little brother and other 
dear ones had gone and it only seemed a choice between that 
home and this. 

We had not realized until her death how widely she had 
been loved : every one seemed to feel a personal loss. One 
friend wrote, " I have never known the death of a child to be 
so intensely felt by an entire communily." The American 
minister in Peking wrote a touching note to her papa, in which 
he said : " For the first time in many years I have wept." He 
ordered the legation flag to be placed at half mast in token of 
the general sorrow. The lovely camellias, jasmine, heliotrope, 
geraniums, narcissus, white lilacs, lilies and Japanese palms 
that were laid upon her grave would all have given her great 
pleasure. She was eight years and a half old. We had 
thought that a long and useful life was before her ; but God 
knew best A plan has been formed of establishing near the 
North Chapel, in Peking, a day-school for little Chinese girls 
to be named for Emily. It is fondly hoped that it may be the 
means of saving from heathenism many who may be trained to 
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become nsefbl Giristian women. Thus her memory may be 
popetuated, and thus she may speak to us in changed hearts 
and consecrated lives. 

Miss A. M. Wyett. 

Peking, March ij, iSgj. 

May, i8g3. 
Rtport cf the Peking Station, iSga {written by Dr. Shdgef) s 
Out little Emily, whose sweet smiles and joyous sports 
threw a light on every face in the compound has been teken 
from us. Suddenly she sank down under the force of a violent 
diiease (diphtheria) and notwithstanding the most skillful med- 
ical aid and most constant care she passed away <hi the 37th day 
of February, 1893. Already her budding efforts were k^ed to 
those of her mother for the women and children of China, 
"Oh, Miss Russell," she exclaimed, "if we could only know 
what to say to make them believe." 

Sixty li to the east of Peking a new chapd has been 
opened in the city of Shun I. For a reasonable sum a place, 
formerly a medicine shop, has been secured. From the first, 
Sabbath services hare been kept up by volunteers from the 
North Church, their expenses being from the general contribu- 
tions. Eight different meu have thus given their services. The 
average attendance eU services has been over twenty. The 
opening of this place has been something of an experiment, 
going on the principle if a place does not open, break it open. 
There was only one family of Christians in the district and 
none in the city. To make the beginning still more diflScult, 
two book-sellers got into unnecessary disturbance on the street, 
and one of them boldly went to the yamen for redress, behaving 
in a most insolent manner to the mandarin. Certain enemies 
seized this occasion of confusion to write and post up anony- 
mous placards denouncing the landlord and foreigners together. 
The landlord, a Manchu, felt the insult and wished to retract 
his lease, unless his face was saved by official interference. 
The magistrate on being interviewed, proved to be most c(Hi- 
dliatory and at his own suggestion a strong proclamation was 
issued and four deputy marshals appointed whose duty it was 
to arrest all writers of anonymous placards and prevent any 
trouble at the chapel. On the following day the magistrate 
and retinue called at the chapel upon the foreign past(M', re- 
ceived as a present, though desiring to pay for it, a collection 
of books, which, as we learned afterwards, he read with great 
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care. Nothing can be wanner than our welcome to this littte 
city where we trust and pray the Lord's hidden ones may 
speedily come to light. 

Mr. Ament has had the editorial charge of a Chinese 
monthly newspaper, JTit Horth China Nevis, which is printed 
at the mission press. A very considerable portion of the mat- 
ter is prepared by himself. The circulation now numbers five 
hundred and fifty, and is mostly among Chrbtians and those 
interested in Christianity. The monthly visits of this paper are 
all the more valuable inasmuch as to most it constitutes the 
only outlook upon the Christian world in what is constantly 
doing and suffering therein. 

PtkiHg, May as, 1893. 
To Sbcretary Surm: 

We have just closed one of the most profitable and har- 
monious annual Dteetings ever held by our mission. The 
number present was larger than in previous years and the gen- 
eral spirit was one of great good cheer and hopefulness. The 
reports all indicated marked progress and all are eagerly look- 
ing forward to a wide and distinct enlargement of evangelistic 
work. Tung-chow Cdlege (now called the North China Col- 
lege) receivnl a large share of attention a& it deserves, and its 
new location and hoped-for buildings filled us all with pride. 
Would that the needed funds might fiow in for this great en- 
terprise. 

The little memorial school flourishes. Sir Robert Hart sent 
us f 100 and other friends gave differing sums so that wc have 
a good nucleus towards purchasing premises for the school. 
Work for women has taken a great impulse therefrom and the 
numbers of women more than fill our cramped quarters in the 
(rid chapel. 

Peking, June 30, 1893. 
TothbSaui: 

It is a long time since I have written you any special 
particulars of our work. This has been through no lack of de- 
sire on my part but because of a constant rush of work which 
seems to accumulate in my study. What with being treasurer 
of the station, postmaster for Kalgan, Tung-chow and Peking 
(including the Presbyterian Mission), in charge of the book 
room for the mission, also of the Bible bookstore on the great 
street, editor of our magazine, the care of three churches, etc.. 
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etc., jrou may imagine that the sccularities which enter into my 
work are almost enough for the strength of one man, not to lay 
enough to drown out his spiritual life and degrade him to a 
mere managing animal. But I thank God that strength has 
been granted so that my office of evangelist has not been 
wholly neglected and there are fruits of my ministry which are 
more precious to me than rubies. It grows upon me that the 
need of China is the living, warm-hearted preacher who will 
meet men tsux to face and tell them the gospel story rather 
than the litterateur or brilliant 8cb(dar. 

IVesiern Hills, Chiita, Aug. 39, 1893. 
Mas. AutNT to Mrs. Dabnlby : 

I was much interested in all the news you wrote and could 
almost fancy myself in Medina again. Thursday being Emily's 
birthday we went to the cemetery, Mr. Ament, Willie and I, 
with a friend, and cova«d the ^ve with sprays of ivy like 
that which grows on the Medina church. We had brought 
wild flowers, also, from the hillside, bluebells and a kind of 
purple spike that grows freely there. These we strewed all 
about. Miss Russell met us, bringing from our home in the 
city verbenas and other flowers. We read the beautiful words 
of Whitticr in the " Manual of Praise," the Resurrection chapter 
from Corinthians, and were comforted by the thought of Christ's 
resurrection and His promises of union through all eternity. 
The sky had begun to cloud over, so we gave up returning to 
the hills the same day. The cemetery is an hour and a half from 
our compound and four to six hours from the hills according 
to the speed of the bearers. We found our court covered with 
green things, the vines and shrubs all having grown so rank 
since the rains. 

The next morning we got into our cait and rode to the Fifth 
Street School. Here are gathered some of the children whom 
Emily was interested in and who with others living near us are 
the nucleus of the memorial school we hope to have. The 
little court we rented and fitted up with needful furniture and 
paper, has suffered much through the last seven days' rain, and 
the floor ia still damp. The school meets in a large woiidcn 
shelter that is raised up by bricks to escape the dampness of 
the kang. We would buy a place that has better advantages, 
since we cannot afford repairs on such a place and the land- 
lord is likely to do but little. 
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IX 

THE EXPANSION OP SERVICE 

THE Boinmer of 1894 found maoy of the Peikiiig 
miflsioiiAries in their Bommer retreat in the 
Westam Hills. Three of the mlasioiiB had ae- 
flared permaneut places, aa they thooght, and had erected 
hill honsee, some mllee from tlie Bnddhist temples hith- 
erto tented. 

Oar mission fonnd sach a resting spot on a high hill 
crest, overlooking the Hon Biver towards the sonth^ and 
vith a fine monutain view northward up the valley of the 
stream. From the heaJtbfol vantage-groDDd of tliis re- 
treat Mr. Ament vritee to Miss Schirmer. 

JVestem HilU, Aug. 4, 1894. 

StaitliDg news comes to-day. War has actually been de- 
dared between China and Japan and hostilities have begun. 
It may be best for them to light ont their grudges. If there 
were not a Providence ovemillng the foolishness of men this 
world would certainly seem a bedlam. 

I wish you could look out with me od the lights and shadows 
playing on our beautiful hills. The different shades of green 
on the fields of the phun below, the hamlets with their clumps 
of trees, the threshing floors, all make a picture worth going far 
to see. We have a beautiful view from our hill crest, pure air, 
good water and fine mountain scenery. Our little peak has 
five cottages. The Hun River runs along the base of our hill. 
In the distance we can see the Lu Kou bridge, very famous in 
Chinese history, and just beyond the Liang Hsiang pagoda cel- 
ebrated in history and song. Across the valley frran us are 
Buddhist temples: fulll of priests. To the east the road to Pe- 
king lies like a silver ribbon, and the yellow palaces of the Em- 
peror loom up in the dim distance. 

You ask about my long continuance in China. Dr. Blodget, 

my colleague, b about retiring after forty years of faithful serv 
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ice. I am greatly needed to keep our growing work in order, 
to train helpers and lead in the work. For the sake of my 
dear old mother I should love to return. She is biuve and 
says, "Stay out your time." 

Td the aecreteriee he vritee : 

August 7, lSi)4. 
War is raging. We are promised protection by the dty 
government. Rumors of the advance of the Japanese on 
Peking create ferment in all minds. The British minister has 
ordered all English women and children to leave the city. I 
am glad to say that not one of our board missionaries couosete 
a retreat We all hope to remain nnleis it becmnes manifestly 
rash to do ao. 

Id October he writes to hiB motlier : 

We are having troublous times, but we are so far safe and 
have little fear. Mary and Miss Russell are cool and fearies 
and say, "Stay by all means." From the bottom of my heart 
I anticipate no trouble for us. There is rumor that peace may 
soon be brought about. The Japanese want a litue glory at 
the expense (3* the lazy old empire. Our Chinese are a little 
fearful for us, but now is the time for us to illustrate the virtues 
we continually preach to them. Do not be anxious about us. 

December 4th. — The boy whom we have supported as a 
student for so many years. Wen Hsien, died ten days since, of 
tuberculosis. He would have graduated from the theological 
seminary next spring. God taJies away our helpers, perhaps 
that we may rely more on Him. 

The anttunn of the year had brought great changes to 
the BtatioD. Dr. and Mra. Blodget, after eleven years of 
serrlce, returned to the United Statea Dr. Blodget had 
completed forty years in China, thirty of which bad been 
spent at Peking. He bad left a great record of work ae- 
complisbed. In leaving be felt aasnred that the preoioiu 
charge would be in capable and efBcient bands. Mr. 
Ament had been aaaociated with him for foorteen yeart. 
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A new band of recniitB were joiDiDg tbe sttiion. Mr. 
John Mateer vaa to saperintend the press. Mr. Charles 
Swing and wi& with Mias Hinmfrn were asaigned to the 
BtatioD. 

Thna supported, Mr. Ament took fall charge of the 
preaching of the station, Sunday preaching at the South 
Ohorch, and care of the boys' si^ool. He was to mag- 
nify his office in efiEtetive s^rice. 

Peking, China, Dtc. 17, 1894. 
Dear Dr. Sicth : 

Dr. and Mrs. Blodget's return to the United Sutes 
throws a great burden of work on my shoulders. The two 
r^ular preaching services have to be provided for, daily 
preachiog kept up, country stations looked after and helpers 
instructed and directed, besides all the temporalities of a stati(»i 
like Peking. I thought 1 had been busy before in my life, but 
nothing has equalled the rush of the past two taonths. Mr. 
and Mrs. Mateer are comfortably settled. The press has 
started on a new career since their arrival, and turns off work 
in a way that bewilders the Chinamen. Already eight new 
men have been added to the force in the office, and orders are 
in hand enough to keep them busy for months to come. 

We have been greatly entertained by the announcements in 
the home papers of the massacre in Peking, also that all for- 
eigners had been ordered out of the city. The British minister, 
from his safe retreat at Chefoo, ordered all English ladies to 
leave the city, and they obeyed his mandate with much reluc- 
tance, as they were liable to arrest if they refused. But the 
American minister has no such authority, and would not have 
used it if he had, as he said the missionaries were better in- 
formed about the people than he was, and, being people of 
sense, could leave the city or not as they chose. We have 
been very quiet, almost monotonously so, except when the pa- 
pers arrived and told ns what dangers we were in. 

Our work has gone as usual. The city authorities have been 
exceedingly anxious to see that we were not disturbed in our 
work and have posted up two or three strong proclamations 
which have allayed the minds of the people. Even the Em- 
peror has seen iit to notice the missionaries and has issued two 
rescripts, enjoining the officials throughout the empire to give 
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complete protection toallthemisGionaries. During the celebra- 
ticm of the Empress's birthday there were many ofBciais and 
their retainers in the city from distant provinces and for fear of 
trouble the mayor placed thirty soldiers to guard our chapel 
and premises. The se^eant in charge of these became inter- 
ested in the tmth and now signifies his purpose to be a Chris- 
tian. He is a man of fine physique and presence, untainted 
with opium, and as good a specimen of the Manchu banner- 
man as you could find in the city. 

Only yesterday there came another order from the Emperor, 
directing die mayor to see that men of higher rank than the 
ordinary bannermen should be set to guard our premises. No 
pains are spared, ca have been spared, to grant us perfect protec- 
tion. They realize that they have their hands more than full 
with the Japanese and they do not wish to Irritate any other 
foreigners. The peop>te are so overawed by these multiplied 
indications of care for us on the part of the authorities that 
they hardly lift their eyes to a foreigner as he goes along the 
street for fear they will be immediately decapitated. Person- 
ally, I should prder that we were left to ourselves as I have 
full confidence that the people have meditated no ill to us but, 
OD the contrary, our presence here has done much to quiet 
them and help them trust that things were not as bad as repre- 
sented. The work of past years has not been in vain. We 
have many warm friends among the peO[4e, who fiota the first 
have assured us of our safety as they diemselves were our 
body-guards. 

Mareh 14, iBgS- 
MydkakMoihbr: 

I am too busy and too happy to write much. Revival 
meetings are in pn^pess with splendid success. The Lord is 
helping me wonderfully to preach to the people. Gamblers 
and harlots are coming in and our chapel is fiiU. We have do 
outside help and the work is going on grandly. Snow is on 
the ground and the weather is against us but the meetings will 
be kept up. The Lord is ttyiog our faith and staying powers. 
We hope to hold on and out. I feel strong and hopeful for 
the battle as the Lord is with us. All is peaceful here. It looks 
as though the war had spent its course. However, we are pre- 
pared for all that comes. The Kaigaa people have come down 
to us, frightened out by the rumors. 

God bless and keep you. 
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Hie following letter to Madam Ameat from Uiaa 
Wyetb iUnatrates her fine personality aa frell aa givea 
her Tiev of the sitnation in Pekiiig. 

feking, March 34, zSqS- 
My DBAS Mits. Auknt: 

I fear that my letter will be a little too late for your 
birthday, but perhaps it may not be long after the 3d of May. 
Let me wish you many happy returns of this seventy-seventh 
birthday. You are so well and active that you make me think 
of my father, who, when he was your age, used to delight in 
working in his garden, and on Sunday momiDg when he had not 
that exercise would walk four miles before breakfast just for 
the pleasure of it. Me lived live months past his eighty-sixth 
birthday, and never had any organic disease. He was such a 
dear loving father that it seemed very hard to live without 
him, but he longed fi:^ his heavenly home, although he wax 
always so cheerful and happy here. 

I wish you could know how quiet and comfortable we keep 
here. It has not yet seemed duty to leave Peking, and you 
know that Dr. Blodget's return to America threw all the 
evangelistic work on William. It has been a great help and 
comfort to the Christians to have the missionaries stay quiedy 
by at their posts and will do much to strengthen their faith. 
When one is on the field it is possible to feel a much deeper 
interest in the work which leads to more earnest prayer for its 

Mr. Pethick, who acts as interpreter to Li Hung Chang, 
and who went with him oo his recent peace mission to Japan, 
just before leaving called on Mr. Stanley, of our mission at 
Tientsin. He said that although he was not a praying man 
himself, he believed in prayer and wished to ask tlut the 
missionaries would unite in prayer for the success of tbdr 
expedition and for peace. Mr. Stanley sent word to us and to 
Tung-chow, and a day was accordingly set apart. But the 
genml feeling among us seems to be that we cannot pray 
unconditionally for peace, but rather that the greatest possible 
good to the country may come out of the war, and that all 
things may be overruled for the welfare of the nation. There 
is no doubt that the utter corruption of the officials in China 
has reached such a pass that the government may be con- 
sidered as rotten. It may be that Uie time has come in the 
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wisdom of God for its overthrow. It is most intenstiDg to 
read of the readiness of the Japanese soldiers to receive the 
Bible and the Christian books, and not OQly that the officers 
place no hindrance in the way, but rather help on the work of 
distribution. 

Several of the legations here have marines from the gun- 
boats in the Tioitsin harbor in their compounds. The 
American marines have not been sent up as yet Cokwd 
Denby does not care to have them unless there are indicatioas 
of their being soon needed. 

I am always so interested in all that Mary can tell me about 
the litde memorial school. She goes there once a veA and is 
now giving them lessons in geography, quite a new and 
interesting study for them. Uary is full of expedients and 
illustrates the lessons in a way to make them understood. 
Willie has been very well all winter and is a great comfort to 
us all. He is a tnight, intelligent boy, and it is a great 
pleasure to read to him. I have been quite an invalid all 
winter, and it has been a sore trial to be so usdess. I often 
think, when we can do nothing else, what a mercy it is that 
we can lift our hearts to God in prayer, and who knows but 
that He prevents as from doing other things that we may do 
that more earnestly. 

Believe me, ever affectionately yours, 

Anna M. Wykt. 

Peking, March 23, iS^S- 
My deas Mothks: 

This letter will reach yon about the time of your birth- 
day. What a grand old aat the Lord b permitting you to 
reach ! May you be Spared these many years to comfort and 
bless us. 

Last evening we closed our series of meetings and a grand 
time we have had. I did not believe I ever should see such 
meetings in China, much less that I should be permitted to 
lead them. Over forty people have started in the Christian 
way and the whole church has been quickened with a new life. 
Among our new people are some very interesting cases, 
especially <Hie old man, sixty-four, and his little son, only 
fourteen. The boy is one of our day scholars and has brought 
in his old father, not resting till he was gained. The mother 
tries to hinder bat they both stand firm. The keeper of an 
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opinm den next don to our chapel has resolved to cJose out 
bia business as soon as his lease expires. Our police magis- 
trate is a friend and wants to leave oS opium. It is glorioos 
to see things move in this way. On Easter Day our new 
converts arc to be b^tised and a great day we will have of it. 
Peace is still doubtful. The demands of the Japanete are 
fearful and extravagant, six hundred millions of dollars mkI 
Formosa, Manchuria and Korea to be independent. 

Peking, 3fay ii, iSpS- 

To Dk. StOTH : 

Our great need now is a body of trained native Chris- 
tians who are alive to the situation. We need a large constit- 
uency to give influence by mere force of numbers as wdl as 
moral force by their supeiior character. Evangelistic work 
must be pressed as never before. We need men who count it 
a privilege to sit down beside a codie and teach him the 
oucchism and who does not count it a drudgery to iterate and 
reiterate the elements of Christian truth in daily street-chapd 
work. There is nothing very romantic in all this to some, but 
it is a precious work to those who tove these poor benighted 
ones as Christ loved them. The "National Church "will 
come here in time. Already in Peking the native Christians 
have started a fund which they hope, and so do I, will grow 
till they can build their own church and call their own pastor, 
'litis is going on quietly in no spirit of antagonism to the 
misnonaries and there is the greatest harmony among the Chi- 
nese who belong to the various missionB. 

In March our Christians wanted a series of meetings such 
as we had last year. I hardly felt equal to such an tmdertaking 
but the people were not to be put off. Trusting the promises 
of God, we launched out into day and evening meetings. 
The weather was most unpropitious. The roads were bad and 
nights dark. Rev. Gilbnt Rdd rendered kind and efficient 
aid by occasional preaching and regular attendance. The 
Lord gave me great liberty in preaching, and I never enjoyed 
such meetings more. The chapel was crowded daily in spite 
of the weather and converts were added every evening. 
Prayers were numerous and fervent, as many as ten or fifteen 
often praying at once. The testimonies were often very touch- 
ing. One boy of fourteen years brought in his old father sixty- 
four years old and together they prayed for the conversion of 
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the wife and mother. Our neighbors came out in good 
numbers and people who had livnl next dOOT to us for years 
but whose faces we seldom saw now became friendly and 
regular attendants on our services. As an outcome of the 
meetings we have now a r^ular [x^yer-meeting on Thursday 
evenings in the chapel, principally to accommodate those who 
cannot attend our rqpilar church meeting oo Wednesday 
afternooos. This is by far our largest meeting during the 
week and is attended by peo^e from both churches. On 
Easter Sabbath eighteen persons were received into the church 
and five in&nts were baptized. 

August 21, zSgiS- 
To THB Same : 

Cholera has been raging for the past month in the city. 
Tboogh this pest is an annual visitor yet this year it is more 
vident than formerly. Thousands have died — many by the 
roadside, and the gateways have at times been almost blocked 
up by the numerous funerals trying to get out. The Chinese 
are helpless at such times, but their recourse to their idols has 
been 1ms ardent this year than formerly. The coffin shops are 
entirely acrid out, and the dead are merely wrapped in matting 
and carried out 

January 8, 1S96. — The men's Endeavor Society furnishes two 
preachers each Sunday to go out with Dr. Murdock to a village 
about five miles from the city gate. The men are voluntary 
[weachers and put in a day of hard work with willing minds 
and hearts. The crowd at the fair numbers from one hundred 
to three hundred people and the preaching continues for about 
three hours. Out-stations are opening up near Peking and the 
work growing beyond the power of one cv two men to manage. 
But I thank God that the natives are taking the matter in hand 
and are forging ahead in the matter of sowing the seed broad- 
cast. In our street chapel during the last four months the 
whole worit neatly has been earned on by vduntary pieacheis, 
Manchu bannennen who have leisure and are willing to use it 
fcv the Lord. You have read rumors of the refonn movement 
in Peking originating among the Hanlin scholars. 

Jiiiitf, Ftb. 26, 1896. 

Hv DEAR MOTHKR : 

In the midst of our second great dust storm, the air full 
(tf _dust as ifell as our eyes, ears, noses and houses, I am 
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writiiig a lecture on "Undereloped Forms of Mission W<wk," 
such as federation, unpaid native agency, orphanages. Mr. 
and Miss Bostwick will soon return to Medina. We are 
wonderfully well this winter and our work going on apace. I 
hope to Stan revival meetings next week. Mr. Hayner, of the 
Methodist Mission, is to help. 

Your affecticmate son, 

W. S. Ahbnt. 

Peking, April 6, i8g6. 
To SsatrrutY Shitb : 

The opportunities for work in North China are prac- 
tically unlimited. The people are much more friendly thao 
before the war. The officials are ready to listen to our re- 
quest for proclamations or give direct protection from the 
roughs of the community. The government has reached the 
conclusion that it is better to observe treaties and respect their 
foreign guests than to antagonize and restrict. At least this 
seems the attitude in the north. Do not interpret this to 
mean that the empire has set out on a career of reform aiul 
that any changes are to be made for the better. It is with the 
officials simply a matter of selfish policy. 

Reform is not in the air though a few friends of the Chinese 
would seem to convey that impression in their writings. The 
government has not taken one step in advance since the war 
and is more hopelessly bound to the old r^ime than ever in 
view of her financial bondage to Russia. Nothing more shows 
the blindness of those in authority than the way they have 
thrown themselves into the hands of Russia and France. 
Diplomatically these two powers have carried the day in the 
East. The Chinese see the situation and say there is no hope. 
The so-called reform club is now safety domiciled under the 
roof of the Tsung Li Yamen and will be a victim of the cus- 
toms which prevail in other departments of Chinese official 
life. Which means that its usefulness will be reduced to noth- 
ing, only so far as somebody can make money out of it 

Ptkingtjune 13, i8g6. 
To THi Sau : 

The most successful annual meeting I ever attended 
dosed on June sd. A beautiful spirit of brotherly love was 
prevalent and business moved on smoothly and successfully. 
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As yoa will observe, the roissioo voted our retura to the 
United States next year, subject to home approval. I sin- 
cerdy regret the necessity of return at this juncture, but the 
reasons are numerous and convincing. No other ordained 
missionary is asking pennission to return in 1897 ^^^ should 
we delay confusion would result in several desiring to go at 
once. Furthermore my beloved mother, seventy-eight years 
old, is waiting patiently to see her only son, and my nephew 
and niece have been left motherless and need intelligent and 
sympathetic care. Then, too, my head and heart are weary 
with the strife with heathenism and I need to be toned up by 
contact with Christian civilization. 

We have now in this station over 600 church-members, 
scattered over an area lao miles in diameter, with six organ- 
ized congregations and many other places where we preach. 
Four of OUT best men died last year and their places cannot be 
filled as yet. I am pushing self-support to the best of my 
ability and I think our people almost dread the sight of me lest 
I throw some new burden on them. 

Joking, Sffit. IS, iSg6. 
My dear Mother : 

We are in the midst of our " Convention for Chtistiaa 
Workers." Mr. Mott, Bishop Joyce and other workers are 
here, and we arc having a grand time. Yesterday I spoke <»i 
" Deepening the Spiritual Life of the Native Christians." We 
must be more in earnest, or the Church will not prosper ia 
China. To-day we hear from Rev. Mr. Jones, a very well- 
known missionary of the English Baptists (in Shantung). He 
has on Chinese clothes, and is a noble specimen of a Christian 
man. He has bad great success in urging the Chinese to 
establish self-supporting churches and has splendid success. 
Because the work of missions may be at a low ebb in Owosso, 
do not imagine it is so in all the churches. Mr. Mott has just 
been visiting collies and universities in eighteen lands, and 
brings gloning accounts of the uprising of strong Christian 
yonng men in all lands. Over &00 are already in mission 
fields. He is a man of great spiritual power and lives near to 
God and feeds on the Bible. His principal topics are Secret 
Prayer and Bible Study, all of them helpful and stimulating. 
It is a great encouragement to have such people come this way 
and we hope the whole church will be quickened thereby. 
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The next mail will doubtless bring us our pennission to return 
to the United States. Dr. and Mrs. Goodrich are in Tientsin 
and will soon be at home. With them are Mr. and Mrs. 
Kingman. No new recruits this year. 



A missionary occDpled with raried caiee oftan strng- 
glea wltb himself to And a place for pastime aod byplay 
in effort ; he is happy if he may follow the adTlce of 
Gilder, our American poet: "Do not neglect to mb 
shonldets vith the immortals, with the pore Idealists, 
vttb the inspired prophets, the glorious artists and the 
most noble poets." 

A word T^arding some of these pastimes should find a 
place. Mr. Ament was fond of making collectionB of 
Chinese coins. His interest in historical study led him 
to this, for the Chinese coins open at once the stady of 
Chinese history. The old jank shops within easy reach 
of his home had many a treasure, among which were 
ooins old and new. The shop men began to search for 
Mm. Dr. Willituns tells as how ttiese coins were made. 
In some dynasties better cash were Issued, which now are 
those more easily found. Cash readiing beyond the Han 
dynasty, second centnry before Christ, form the limit of 
size and valne. Mr. Ament aimed to make his collec- 
tions as complete as possibla His scribe made for him, 
from ancient recondite Chinese books, fbrms <rf all the 
cash that have been known. 

Dnring the last twenty years Mr. Ament gathered two 
or three t^alte complete collections. One of these was 
destroyed in 1900. Bach collections are often of great 
value. A collection receaUy sold at Shanghai f6r fiiteen 
hundred dollars. 

The litM^ry work of the missionBry may always be 
considered a byplay. Daily preaching in a street chapel, 
fluent coQSoltation with native helpers, a constant 
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L of Tiaitots, indicate the order of the day. A 
momiBg devoted to special literal? vork is raie. 

Mr. Ament became the editor of the OhunA Nem, 
vhich he carried with flue ability and careful ■work. The 
North Cbina Tract Society, of which Mr. Ament waa at 
one time presldenty and always a director, gave him op- 
portunity for special sendee. That a GhrlstiaQ comma* 
nity shonld be widely intelligent is the first reqoisite fcnr 
tlie Protestant Chnrdi, especially in China where reading 
and scholarship are in snch high esteem. The Ghinese 
people have, in general, &r too great a repate for liter- 
ary ability. It is pitiful enough for those who know the 
fiicta in the case to realize that so few are able to read in 
any sooh sense as we of the West call reading. Despite 
the fact that so many thoosands attend theii village 
schools, only a small proportion of those who have at- 
tended school for five or more years are able to read any- 
thing beyond wliat they have stodied in sohooL As soon 
aa the school life is over and the hard work of labor or 
bufiinesB comes apon them, the former stodents soon lose 
much that they have gained in school and the loss in- 
creases unless great care is tfiken. For men will foiget 
and the dictionary is not close at hand, as with as, and 
the characters are only found after painful search, or by 
calling upon some one who is the recognized aatJiority In 
the village. When the daily newspapers were first in- 
trodnced many of the former schoolboys or men took the 
papers for the novelty of it. They fbond that they had 
forgotten so many characters that it was useless for them 
to attempt to reaid intelligently. The aim of the Ohris- 
tlan Ghnroh in China is to have every man, woman and 
child instmcted ; that as many as possible learn to read a 
little and to have a snitable literature adapted to the needs 
of each. 

A very marked d^ree of soccess has been attained. 
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Many an old woman has painfblly learned to read even a 
■whdio New Testament, irhile the yoonger ones have ap- 
plied their active minds with aBtonisbing zeal to the task. 
And many a man who had forgotten to read be^an again 
to recall his former repertoire of words. 

The Chinese chnrch paper tbos supplied a veritable 
need and was a sonroe of great delight to an expanding 
circle. It was a privilege to meet this demand, and Dr. 
Ament foond sufficient scope for all the extra time he 
could devote to snch efforts. Like all such passing and 
ephemeral work the resnlte are seemingly invisible. 
They are recorded In the lives and thoughts of men. 
Th^ aie food for the sonl and enter into the permanent 
stmctore of the soul life,— into the religious and moral 
sostenanoe of men,— as food and drink pass into the body, 
and supply the constant loss and waste in the physiod 
system. It Is a good and often a great work to fiimish 
the food for the famishing or vacant souls of a few tfaon- 
sand Ohristian members. Perhaps a definite part of the 
reeoit of each work on Dr. Ament's part was the prepa* 
ration for the coming fleroe onslaught upon tlie Christian 
Church. Dnriog the two years preceding the Boxer oat- 
break, the eagerness of onr Christian youth and others to 
read the newspapers and Christian monthlies, in order to - 
learn tlie true course of events, was scarcely behind that 
of the missionaries themselves. 

Among the pleasures of the life iA Peking was that of 
association with a very considerable number of literary 
stodents not only in the missionary body but also in the 
I^fations and imperial cnstoma Under the leadership 
of snch men as Dr. Martin, for a long time the most dis- 
tingnished among the real sinolognee in China, or of Dr. 
Edkins, noted for his delving in archteologital lore, there 
was formed a literary association, called the "Peking 
Association." It held its meetimgB once a month. Maoy 
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most Toloable papers vera read before this societ;, and 
many diacnsBioiu of carrent or osefol topics held a place. 
The select papers of this Association were not infreqaently 
pDblished in the jonrcal of the Peking Oriental Booiety, 
established for the purpose of archieological and ipmilar 
studies. Dr. Anient was an enthnsiaatic leader is tlie 
missionary association and prepared papeis for it, some 
of eepedal valae. One of the more important of these 
appears in the above mentioned jonmal, Yolnme HI, Nam* 
ber 2, Peking, 1892. The title, of this paper is : "Maroo 
Polo in Oambatac ; a Comparison of Foreign and NatiTe 
Aoooonts." 

The paper Itself is an admirable example of oareftil 
and extended research of a most interesting snt^jeot, pre- 
sented in a literary style attractive and snggestiTet The 
preparation of Bnoh a paper involved reading in Chinese 
histories and monographs of the period and commentaries 
by later writers. Dr. Ament's constant interest in his- 
torical studies snstained him in this elaborate oonise of 
reading. The monamenls at Peking and in the ac^oin- 
iog country are themselves a sUmolos to antjqnarlan re- 
search. Ilteee interests combine in this fine essay to 
place the actual Maroo Polo before us in an active and 
living form. Since the paper is concealed In the afore- 
mentioned journal, it may be well to give a sommary to 
illustrate the literary aide of Dr. Amenf a paatimeB. The 
literatnie of hia subject Is found in three volumes in Eng- 
lish, and seven Chinese books. The fonner are the 
"Travels of Marco Polo," by Colonel Yule; Howorth'g 
"Hiatoiy of the Mongols"; and Dr. BreisoImeider'B 
"Archfeological andHiatorical Beaearohes in Peking and 
its Environs." The Chinese books referred to are sev- 
eral elaborate histories and the ann^ of Shun Tien Fa 
(Peking) and Oho Chou. It ia known to the atudenta of 
Chinese that almost every district and city in China has 
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Its <dKeiaUy published book of aimaU, fnaa vhioh Uiose 
irho are liitec«eted may draw the most definite aooomits 
of any diatriot, reaching back to the dim mists of very 
early times. Itom snoh sooroefl Dr. Ameot dz«v Ms 
oomparatlve records. The study opens with a careAiI 
estimate of tlie character of Kablal Khan, the Mongol 
oonqaeror of QLina, during irhose sway Mmoo spent his 
years in China. It was nnder Knblai and at his direo* 
UoD that one of the lamas prepared a written form fox the 
Mongol language. The Nestorian alphabet and the 
Syrian script written perpendicntaily were adopted and 
a literatnre prepared. It was under the direction of the 
same great Khan tiiat the Grand Canal was constructed, 
extending from Peking to Hang Chon. It was still 
further nnder this active jurinoe tlutt the present site of 
the city was chosen. 

The eflsay of Dr. Ament oentzes about three principal 
poinl& Owing to a careful study of the Chinese histories 
he is able to explain some of the misunderstandings of 
even Colonel Yule's great book on Marco. He illustratee 
the reasons why Kublai &iled to secure for his reign many 
of the great minist«rB who had served nnder the last of 
the Sungs. It would appear to have been a high-minded 
loyalty to Qieir Chinese emperor that made it impossible 
for them to accept rewards &om another. 

There is given a high appreciation from Chinese 
sources of the son of Kublai, who, while chosen as the 
successor of Kublai, died ere he had been able to succeed 
In the line. 

A second point is the fixing historically of the location 
of the real city founded by Knblai, known to Marco as 
the city of the great Khan, Khan Baligh— the Cambaluo 
of the bistoriee. 

A third point of interest Is the oorrection of some er- 
rora in the acooonts of Marco's journey south firom Fe- 
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king ufataa Cbo Ghoo, irith raferenoe to the ooble bridge 
at Ld £on Oh'lao ten mllea from Peking, as veil as the 
splendid pagoda bnilt tn 586 x. tk, at the small town of 
Liang Hsiang, and finally of tlie city of Cho Chon Itself 
fiunons as the birthplace of three greet personages, the he- 
roes of the Three Eingdoms. One of the most interesting 
references is that to the sUkTonn. TbeaimalsofCIioChoo 
assure the reader that the very anoisnt dweUets of that 
region were the original ones who may have seen the silk- 
worm in its native and wild state. The &ot that it died 
away from this r^on, being r^iaoed in more fitvorable 
places at the centre of China, is said to be dae to some 
snfih disease as has aflboted even tlie modem worm, at 
times destroying them in wide regions. It needed a Fas- 
tear to explain how this oame abont in a natoral way, 
throngh an insidioos parasite. The Cbioese aFinnlist 
qoaintly remarks that he knows do reason why the silk 
trade should have died oat except the fiMt that the silk- 
wonns simply refused to live there. 

The Chinese have a fbmoos saying, "Under the 
heavens there is bnt one market town ; there is bat one 
village, but one CAow city." Sooth of the dty of Cho 
Choo the roads of ten piovinoes unite or biftiroate for 
their distribation. On one of the dty gates there is in- 
scribed, 

" In all thtt world tlure is do plaoe »a public u thfi. 
All mrtm a&d trUtla ocotn in IUb One Cho Chom'' 

Perhaps in the tear distant fntore when Christianity is 
tiie widely established religion of the people of Chhia, 
Cho Ohon will ^;ain be widdy known as the city res- 
oned from its beatbenism by Qie diligent efforts of Dr. 
Ament tuid hie well-disciplined Chinese pastor and help, 
ers — the final and happy ontoome of the great Boxer dis> 
tnrbanoe in its last fierce straggle. Id Mateo Polo's day 
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the BinaU city of twenty thonsuid people had no leas than 
flfty-elght temples nuking it famons for its old-tiine le- 
ligiona spirit If once thus celebrated for its aodNit 
spirit of voiship, perhaps it may become bo again in a 
larger and better atmospheie of hope and infinite longing. 
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H is fbrerer tendinz — the uiticiMtion of that eidatence. 
—OariMituU. 



SECOND FURLOUGH AND RETURN 

THE Bpriog time of 1897 foond Mr. Ament and his 
fiuoily en route to America, to ei\joy a farloagh 
after eight and a bf^ yeais of efflcieitt latxnr. 
Hias Wyett liad been in feeble health and waited -with 
detdie tiie return. Her life in Peking had been most 
helpful in many ways, especially in giving Hib. Ament 
more time to devote to the Chinese women and the little 
memorial school. It is pleasant to tliink of the return to 
the old OvOBso home, and of the pecoliar j oy of the aged 
mother in having her son with her onoe more. The record 
of this farlough is sofBoiently tudef, owing to the liappy 
foot that there was no necessity for the writing of many 
letters. The first sommer was spent qaletly at home. 
Mr. Ament foond a place for his oatreactiing energies in 
the local Y. M. C. A. He became for a time an almost 
daily attendant and found here an excdlent opportunity 
for those personal influenoes in which he was an adepts 
The story of work in Ohina he also found abundant op- 
portunity to tell, and his message was received with great 
interest among the churches and the many lai^ aasoda- 
tional gatherings which he was able to attend. Among 
tiie most noticeable of these was the annual meeting of 
the American Board, held in 1897 at New Haven, Conn. 
Mr. Ament's address upon the conditions of China' and 
the hope of progress conditioued on the results of the 
then recent Japanese victories, and the great lesson 
which China liad learned as to the sources of Japan's 
wonderfal successes, attracted much attention and fevor* 
^ble Qomweot, This led to a iri^er soop^ tbrough inrl' 
148 
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tationa to address the churches upon his &TOrite Qume, 
vhioh he accepted. 

The croTding imadents of the ooming yean make it 
the lees ueceBaary to ezteod the story of this fnrlongh 
other than to refer to Mr. Amenf b effort to create an in* 
terest in the reboUding of the ohnrch in the mission oom- 
poond for the r^^nlar Sunday servioM. The Sunday 
andienoe had long Binoe oatgrovn the handsome little 
choich erected in 187S. In looking forward to his early 
letnm to China, Mr. Ament felt obliged to consider more 
tlum ever his aged mother, noT in her eightieth year. 
The yonngest oliild of her danghter was still in her care^ 
a respoosibility which she was now scarce equal to. U 
became necessary for Mrs. Ament to remain, an arrange- 
ment the more desirable as her son also was at the proper 
age to attend school, and needed snitable associates. 

The beloved aont who had been with tbem in China 
fDnnd her home In this happy group of yonng and old. 

Mr. Oromer gives ns a pleasing pictnre of Dr. Ament 
in a fitrewell service at Owosso: "Once more he is 
standing among old friends and neighbois, before a great 
andienoe flUing to its ntmost capadfy the anditorinm of 
that home church, where in early life he had attered vows 
to Christ, and where later he luid been s^ apart by or- 
daining hands to the work In China. These two decades 
of missionary activity have brought into their finest finish 
of development all the powers of body, heart and sonL 
They have laid broad and deep hia sympathies with the 
Chinese people, have given him a statesman's compre- 
hendon of governmental and international oonditions and 
relatiODS, and have brought to him rare pow^B as 
preacher and platform speaker In both English and 
Chinese. Best of all they have filled him foil of the 
ideals, motives and mighty love of Jeens Christ for the 
world. He told us of his love for the Chinese, of his 
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fidtli in them and in their fatore greatnefls as a race. In 
inLpaasioned atteranoe he poared forth, in the presence 
of his neighbois and Dompanions of former years, his 
sool's high loyalty and his life's deep oonseoration." 

Peking, Oct It, tSgS. 
To Dr. Smith : 

I make it among my first duties to sit down and infwm 
yoa of the progress of events and the present situation. I ar- 
rived in Peking Saturday, October 8tn. It seems very quiet 
after the rush and roar of a year of active work in the States. 
Some of the dear native brethren tramped clear down to the 
distant railway station to meet me and I was immensely pleased 
at their enthusiasm on my return. I trust that I shall have 
with them a happy and useful term oi Christian labor and that 
we together may make deep inroads in the surrounding hea- 
thenism. On Sunday I had the pleasure of meeting with all 
the church people who came, and delivering the message given 

The change in administration and the present ofqxmtion 
to foreigners, together with the terrifying rumors, interfered 
with the coming to church of many of our people. We are 
passing through a. great crisis and no human being can predict 
what the outcome will be. There may be an outbreak of fa- 
naticism at any time and the situation seems to me more seri- 
ous by far than at any time during the war between China and 
Japan. At Yokohama we learned of the coup d'etat, the depo- 
ution of the Emperor, his supposed death and the supremacy 
of the anti-foreign party, but no one thought that the move- 
ment would assume its present proportions. The Emperor is 
still ahve, but his &iends and advisers are being harried from 
the earth. The eunuchs who bought the books for him last 
spring have been beaten to death with clubs. Already twelve 
high ministers of state have been decapitated and when the 
orgy will stop we do not know. The favorable edicts of the 
Emperw have all been rescinded and the affairs of state re- 
duced to the old r^me. Word comes to-day that Chang 
Yin Huan, fonnerly minister at Washington and an influential 
mandarin, with intelligent and far-seeing views of progress, has 
been banished to lU, and while en route at Cho Chou was bru- 
tally murdered. 
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I am very glad to hear from Mrs. Arocnt of the enthusiastic 
meeting of toe Board held at Grand Rapids. It was a great 
grief to me to be obliged to leave before that meeting, held 
practically in my own neighborhood. 

We have just closed the fall session of our Peking confer- 
ence, a meeting which included all the native pastors and help- 
eiB, also the local deacons. I could but notice the decided 
advancement made by these men during the year and a half of 
my absence. In the newly-made Pastor Jen there was mani- 
fest a spirit of consecration and bearing of responsibility for the 
general interests of the Church at large which would have done 
honor to men of much wider experience and longer service. 
A course of study for the unlicensed helpers was blocked out 
and a committee appointed to look after the examinations. 
The recent backward wave throughout the land has emptied 
some of our chapels and scattered the inquirers. It will take 
some time to bring back our constituency to where it was be- 
fore the deposition of the Emperor. It is pathetic to hear them 
pray for their Emperor whom they had learned to regard as 
their special protector and guardian. They look upon him as 
a martyr to the cause of progress and feel assured that only Di- 
vine Providence can save hiro from his enemies. 

On the tjth the last decree of the Emperor was that a sys- 
tem of budgets as in foreign countries should be adopted. A 
week later the Emperor was a prisoner in his palace and every 
one was astonished to find that he was still alive. The six 
most progressive men in the empire were decapitated without 
even tne semblance of a trial and every patriotic man trembled 
for his life and does so to-day. Such radical and tremendous 
changes had never been devised or thought of in the same 
length of time in any country of the world. The foreigners 
have protested against any harmful treatment to the Emperor. 

Inking, &itiday, Oct. 30, iSffS. 
My dear Wifi : 

A hard day's work has been put in and rest is very ac- 
ceptable. It is a joyful weariness, as the church was well filled 
with interested listeners and there were several inquirers. The 
collection was the best yet, and on the whole things are looking 
up. I have been here three weeks and have had only your let- 
ter written ten days after I left Owosso. I have do doubt sev- 
eral letters are straggling along somewhere. 
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It seems that at the row in Lu Koa Ch'iao, the foreif^ers ia 
the fracas were as much to blame as the Chinese and pahaps 
more so as they ought to have known better. I have learned 
to withhold my judgment in all such cases till I have heard 
both sides. Sir Claude MacDonald had to retire some of his 
statements and demands, as it was so conclusive that Mr. Coz 
did the first striking that one could hardly blame a lot of sol- 
diers who would not stand by and see their comrade cuffed 
about. I saw Sir Robert yesterday and had a very pleasant 
call at his house. He was alone and received me cordially, 
and pointed out the little present he had received from dear 
Emily and seems to value it highly. He wanted to be remem- 
bered to you especially and to Willie. 

Monday. — Ewing preached in the evening a good sermon on 
the "Privilege of Suffering." To-day I took a ride to the 
cemetery. The weather was agreeable, the donkey easy and I 
reached there in good time to sit down and think and look at 
the three little mounds, still gicen and well rounded, the 
stones in good shape and everything satisfactory; but they 
told the story which made the tears fall like raindrops. I 
found that I had been placing dear Emily's passing in 1894 ; it 
was in '93. February 17th, that fateful t^yl I felt some- 
what reconciled to life in China, being near their dear remains. 
Returning home, Deacon Kuo invited me to a feast to meet his 
&ther-in-law, with several others. We Iwd a nice litde feast, 
and I felt drawn to them all. 

November ist. — I lead prayers, at Mr. Mateer's request, 
with the printing ofBcc men at 7 : 30 a. m, so I am rising a little 
earlier. I want to record one or two of Sir Robert's remarks. 
He said he went to Pel Tai Ho this summer, the first time he 
had been out of Peking for twelve and a half years. He had 
not seen his wife for eighteen years. He called himself a poor, 
decayed old man. He looks poorly and spoke sadly. He 
needs the sympathy of all lovers of China, as I believe he is a 
real missionary of civilization. 

To-roOTTOw we b^n our station conference with all the 
helpers and deacons of the out-stations. We shall muster a 
little force of about sixteen. I expect to invite them all to a 
feast. W. H. Murray has the grand opening of his new com- 
pound on Thursday and we are all invited over but I do not 
see how I can go, just in the midst of the conference. State 
affairs seem to oe moving on with a little dynamite in the air. 
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The troops from Kan-au who were broi^ht here by the Em- 
pnas Dowager for her own protection are all Mohammedau 
and very strongly anti-foreign and anti-progrcsfflve. 

On Sunday, the opportunity for showing their teeth came 
when Engineer Cox, Cc^onel Radctiffe, Engineer Nonegard, 
and Mr. Campbell of the British Legation happened to be 
down by the Marco Polo bridge, and seeing these soldiers in a 
railroad house where they had no business to be, ordered them 
away. A fracas ensued in which Cox was badly cut with 
stones and would have been killed except that Norregard 
happened to have a small pocket pistol with which he 
frightened away the men who were pounding Cox. Of course 
the Kitish government has taken up the matter vigorously, 
and in uniou with all the other powers has demanded that 
these troops should be removed at least to thirty miles away 
from Peking. Though the Empress has promised to see that 
the move was made, nothing bad bcea done up to this week 
and on Sunday last an ultimatum was sent in that unless notice 
was immediately taken of the demand something important 
would take place. We arc all waiting in considerable anxiety 
to see what the Empress will do, and what those overbold 
Mohammedans will do who hate foreigners for no reason. 
Without doubt all rules of modem diplomacy are ignored, and 
if the Empress insists on her policy of stupidity, the empire 
will be divided up or will be put under a directorate. 

On Saturday last the Japanese minister saw the Emperor 
and Empress Dowager and presented them both with decora- 
tions from the Mikado of Japan. They report the Emperor as 
in fairly good health and suffering no persecution from his 
aunt. The French doctor who called on the Emperor at the 
request of the Empress, forced upon her by the French 
government, says that the Emperor is aneemic, and also has 
Bright's disease, so that his outlook for life is not very cheer- 
ing. He refused to take the doctor's medicine unless pre- 
sented in person, as of course he is in constant fear of poison. 
What a life they must all lead in the palace where every 
one suspects every one else, where there is no one to be 
relied on. 

Our Christians everywhere are praying for their Emperor 
who senns to be oppressed in his own home because he obeys 
Confucius's rule of slavery to his family superiors, and because 
be is no lighter and cannot contend with a vicious woman. 
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His is indeed a hard lot and better were he to be an ordinary 
farmer or laborer. 

Peking, Nffo. lo, 1898. 
To HIS Wux: 

I have just learned how extenave and wide reaching 
were the reforms contemplated by the Emperor. Just listen to 
a few— University in Peking, with school boards in every city, 
large and small, in the empire ; imperial bannermen to travel 
atooad and learn the ways of the world ; Weng T'ung Ho 
dismissed because a conservative ; &vorablc report on necessity 
of encouraging art, science and agriculture; Wen Chang 
essays abolished in government examinations; Western arms 
and drill for Tartar troops ; patent and copyright laws ; reform 
in military examinations; special rewards to inventors and 
authors; encouragement of trade and merchants; customs 
post throughout the empire ; general right to memorialize the 
throne in "closed memorials" granted; Manchus allowed to 
take up trades and professions; systems of budgets, as in 
foreign countries. 

A week later came the coup d'tot. No wonder I Every- 
thing seemed to be 00 the move. The Emperor was too 
lealous. I did not mention the abolishment of the queue and 
putting on foreign dress, which even our little Pastor Jen was 
not suited with. Boards of mines and machinery were ordered 
also. Six old and useless boards in Peking were abolished. 
This stirred up a fearful opposition on the part of the turned- 
out officials, I hear that the Mohammedan soldien have left 
the city and are to be kept under better discipline down in the 
Hunting Park, Kiss the dear boy for us all here. The 
Chinese are never tired of asking about him. I must go into 
the country and dedicate the chapel at Shun Yi (city). 

Onr marines now help to fill up the chapel at Sunday 
service. Last Sunday there must have been a dozen or more 
blue coats there: Russian, Italian, German, French, or English 
marines can be met at any time on the streets. They quite 
variegate the scenery. 

, Monday, November aist. — I reached home to-day from 
Shun Yi. Pastor Jen was with me at Shun Yi, and we 
reached the chapel in time to get rested for the evening meet- 
ing, which Jen led. Our new premises are large and comficfft- 
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I found all the church-members were making great pr^>aTa- 
tions for a feast, as I had sent them word that I would give the 
floui. But it seems the leading merchants of the city, pawn- 
broken and others, wanted to present to the new chapel a 
banner in appreciation of the honor conferred on the city. 
This was to be done on Sunday, to my annoyance, and <^ 
course Helper Han and the men tiiought that a feast must be 
given in return iar this honor. I was expected to shell out the 
larger portion of the cost for this feast, which I did somewhat 
grumbUngly, telling Han that it must never happen again, but 
as this was the first meeting after my return, I would fork out 
the money. So after the morning service of dedication, when 
five men were baptized, we repaired to the outer chapel and 
ate our feast with sixteen of the big wigs of Shun Yt. They 
thought their own wine and drank it in liberal quantities. 

Wednesday. — To-day the wives of the foreign ministers are 
allowed to call upon the Empress Dowager. It will be quite 
an event and I shall be anxious to-morrow to hear the result 
There is a rumor that the old lady has backed out. 

The Tract Society committee meet at my rooms and doubt- 
less the Monthly will be resuscitated. I am not anxious for 
the work, but it seems ordained that I should take it up again. 
The memorial school has about three hundred taels on hand 



PeMng, Chitta, Dee. 14, 1S9S. 
To Dk. SiUTH: 

An account of my trip to the country regions south and 
west of Peking from November 36th to December 14th, rSgS : 

The railroad had been completed since I last saw them and 
i was anxious to see what impression the steam horse had 
made. The recent reaction must have some deleterious 
inDuence on a volatile people like the Chinese and I wanted to 
see how they stood when public opinion was arrayed against 
them. 

The plan was to leave Peking on the day following Thanks- 
giving, but a sudden rain spoiled the roads out of the city, no 
carts were to be had, and so I decided to take the railway 
direct to Cho Chou where the people were expecting me to 
spend the Sabbath and leave the intervening stations until my 
return. With the usual inconvenience of everything in 
China, the railroad station is located six miles from the city 
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and though the train did not start till eleven o'clock, I had to 
be up and stirring by four in the morning, in order to make 
the train over these roads. We left the compound before 
daylight, succeeded in passing the guards at the Front Gate 
and loundered through the mud until about ten o'clock when 
we reached the station. The train was an hour late, so I 
visited two boun with Mr. Allardyce, of the London Minion, 
who was en route to one of his country stations. 

The first incident after mounting the train was not whtrily 
agreeable. The engine which had gone to take on water on 
its return came against the train so suddenly and with such 
force that I was thrown violently against the comer of theii 
board seats and struck my knee-cap with considerable force. 
It hurt me dreadfully and I was quite lame for ten days there- 
after. I inquired conceming the engineer and found that he 
was a wholly incompetent man who secured his position 
through inSuence. The same fatal policy of intrigue and 
money seems to obtain on the railroad as in all places where 
the Chinese have control. I talked with the foreign superin- 
tendent, an Englishman, and he said these things were outside 
his province, and all he could do was to make an occasional 
protest. The cars are very uncomfortable, never being swept 
or warmed, and the benches are very bard. But it was 
delightful to glide along with comparative rapidity over 
regions through which I had ploughed my way many times in 
heavy mule-carts. 

Cho Chou, fifty miles distant, was reached at three in the 
afternoon of Saturday. Without the help of the railroad I 
could not have met my engagement with the brethren. On 
Sabbath day the friends gave me a most hearty greeting back 
to the old work, and I felt encouraged that so many seemed 
pleased that I had returned to work among them. A goodly 
company filled the chapel and we bad a delightful service. 
The many rumors of revolt and trouble with foreigners had 
succeeded in frightening away all of the inquirers, but the 
regular members seemed to stand firm and faithful. 

On reaching P'ing T'ing I proceeded to our little chapel, 
where resides our Li Chung Ho with his wife and daughter. 
Mr. Li was formerly a fortune-teller but is now a warm-hearted 
preacher of the truth. His daughter, a cripple, sings hke a 
morning lark and is a great help in their meetings. A few 
months ago the work in this market town and vicinity was 
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rooGt encouraging Bod the helper was full of enthusiasm. But 
the coup d'^t in Felcing took place, the soldiers of General 
Tung passed along through their streets, going, as they said, to 
kill all the foreigners and rid the country of their presence. 
The fright which followed was pitiful to behold. The people 
were bound to believe the worst and no amount of arguing 
could remove their fint impressions. 

Leaving P'ing T'ing, I proceeded twenty miles to the market 
town of Nan Meng, in the Pa Chou district. Here we have 
located our native pastor Hung, with his family. He has 
steadfastness of purpose and is not afraid to do right even 
tboi^h it results in temporary unpopularity. 

I left this place Monday, December 5th, and proceeded 
through the city of Pa Chou. This is an unfortunate region, 
having been flooded for years. During the period of depres- 
sion the poverty of the people was relieved by the generosity of 
Dr. Blodget who kept the people alive. Now after many years 
the people seem to be responding to the call of duty. A 
helper is on the ground in the person of Deacon Heng, of the 
Peking church. 

From this place I proceeded to the city of Wen An, over a 
road which I had crowed many times by boat, but which is dry 
now for the first time in twenty-seven years. We first went to 
the village of Tung Ying, where fonnerly resided the fitst con- 
vert of this region, Wang P'ing. Here resided the other 
Wang family, two teachers from which helped us in the 
language twenty years ago. The son of one of these teachers 
is now a literary graduate and has not forgotten the instruction 
he received as a boy. 

Returning from here to Cho Chou, I made arrangements for a 
station class to meet at the chapel during the latter part of De- 
cember. I visited Pu An Tun. The little chapel here is occu- 
pied by a young man and his mother. For his loyalty to Christ 
he alienated his wife, so that she went to her father's house with- 
out permission, told him of the son-in-law, in consequence of 
which the father-in-law led a band of men to beat the Chris- 
tian, but not finding him, demeaned themselves by beating his 
old mother. We never could stand coolly by and see an old 
lady beaten by a band of ruf&ans. We entered the village by 
a quiet, retired road and the young man called to his father-in- 
law to come out to the gate. The latter, supposing the youth 
had come to take vengeance, had anned himself with a pitch- 
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fork. He found a foreigner who looked him in the face and 
proposed to talk the matter through. I asked him if it looked 

iiroper for six strong men to go to a village and beat a de- 
enseless old woman. He said the old woman talked too 
much and always on her side of the question. I asked him 
what side she should talk on, if not her own side ? He agreed 
to send his daughter back, but not to look up the men who 
helped him beat the woman. I went away telling him that I 
would ask the magistrate to find the men. The magistrate 
made inquiries. The father-in-law appeared and acknowledged 
his evil deeds. The young man has come out with flying col- 
ors, forgives his father-in-law and has manifested a beautiful 
Christian spirit. 

On the same day the Empress Dowager granted the long ex- 
pected audience to the ladies of the legations. They report a 
cordial reception on the part of the Empress, who kissed them 
all in turn and pressed a jewelled ring on a finger of each lady. 
Socially this function seems a great success. The Emperor 
was present at the reception. 

Peiiag, Dec. iS, 1898 (after Sunday-school). 
To Mks. Aiont : 

A day of bard work is about dosing and my thoughts 
naturally revert to you. The church was full this morning and 
the coUection the largest in our history — eighty-nine strings 
and more, that is considerably more than ten dollars. Of 
course some are making up their annual pledge, but the fact 
remains that others are learning the pleasures of giving. I 
preached on Mai. iii, 16, and uiged them to close the year 
with their pledges all paid and their consciences clear. With 
companies like that we had this morning, we begin to think of 
a new meeting house. 

I have received my first formal notice of the granting of the 
d^;ree at Oberlin. I think I shall be rather leisurely in my 
reply. (Oberlin College, at Oberlin, Ohio, at its commence- 
ment anniversary, had given to Mr. Ajnent the degree of doctor 
of divinity. It had been twenty-five years since he had 
graduated fiom the college.) 

I^^ingtJan. la, 1899. 
My deab Wipe : 

I am getting the report of the memorial school printed 
and will push it through as soon as possible. With what Mrs. 
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Eving adds it makes a good sized report. Dr. Lowry's in- 
juries (when attacked by the mob en route from the raikoad 
Station, with Bishop Joyce and his daughters) were slight, and 
be suffered only a day or two inteiruptioQ of nis work. 

The dty is quite excited over financial affairs, several native 
banks being shut, and one or two looted by mobs. The Meth- 
odist Episcopal people lost in the bank Ikilure near them. The 
bank near us still holds out and claims there is no danger. 

Headland ia translating in rhyme all the baby ditties he can 
get bold of, illustrating them, and will make a book. He can 
repeat his jingles by the yard. On New Year's Day we are 
going to go down to Tung-chow on our wheels, and still make 
the rounds on the same day, 

Wednesday, aist. — I prrach daily in the front chapd ; good 
audiences now; read with the teacher, old Chang <k Cho 
Chou, a little in the forenoon ; have translated or adapted one 
chapter from Gladden's "Ruling Ideas," and will send it to 
the Wan Kuo Kung Pao — Tht Globe Afagasint. 

Oui chuich contributions have been gathered for the year, 
and we find that they are nearly double what they were last 
year. Pastor Jen and Deacon Wan are in the country, at the 
expense of the native church, as a committee of visitation. It 
is cold weather for them, but Jen is enthusiastic over the plan, 
and it seems to be working well. That is the bright side to 
OUT work, the way the native brethren are taking up the re- 
sponsibilitiea of church work. It bodes well for the future. 

To BIS Son : 

We have been having some splendid meetings, and our 
little chapel has been crowded day after day. About thirty 
people taken on probation. I thought of our dear Emily Feb- 
ruary 37th, as that was the day she left us mourning. I steep 
in the same room, and saw her dear &ce and Mama's anxious 
face and trust that God will sptre us any more such experi- 
ences in this line, 

Xtaring the earliw part (HT the year, on May 23, 1898, 
the native pastor, Jen Gbao Hai, was radained as pastor 
of the N'orth Cbaroh. Secretary Jodson Smith, of the 
depntation to China, was present and gave an addreas. 
The new pastor commanded the respect of the Chineso 
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membera and proved himself wise and s^ressire in di- 
lecting the affiurs of the dmrch. Following the lead of 
tlie Sbaotimg station, in the spring also, a oonferenoe of 
tlie churches of the Peking station bad been organized. 
The second meetii^; of this confereDoe is referred to Id 
the above letters of Dr. Ament. The organization was 
completed, by incloding all the deacons of the chorohes 
and a delegate for eaoh thirty members, besides the pas- 
tors, helpers and Bible women. 

Towards the end of the ;ear a long desired location for 
the new Sonth Ghoroh was secored, a^oining the former 
premises and to the right of the premises now opened for 
the Woman's Hospital and other work. Flans for the 
new bailding were drawn ap, though the work was de. 
layed throngh insofflcient fonds in hand. The report 
for the station at the annual meeting showed a member- 
ship of seven hundred and eleven In the ten oat-stattons 
reported, the nnmber of chapels or preaching places be- 
ing seventeen. As an indication of the growth of the 
station it is to be noted that the Bridgman School had in ' 
creased its membership to the nomber of Hixty-siz, with 
an average attendance of sixty. These were a regular 
part of the Bunday andienoa 

Annuat Missien Metting, 
Tung'chffw, June i, i8gg. 
Mr DEAR Marv: 

Your Grand Rapids letter came with the last mdL 
How yon are working for the new church (at Peking). Yon 
inspire me with courage. You did grandly at Grand Rapids, 
and having two hundred dollars zaakeA a big start for the live 
hundred seats needed. Doubtless you know by this time that 
five hundred will be all the chairs needed according to our 
present plan. Our third church outside the East Gate (Chi 
Hua Men) is materializing. They are putting up a new 
building for school and chapel purposes. We help with 
material from the temple and the church -members have given 
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one buDdred and twenty Hao. So Kao will do the rest and 
the work will go on cheerfully. They also propose to pay 
part of the salary of a. teacher, if we will put one there. The 
tbiid church is in sight, you see. Peldng makes a fine show- 
ing at miadwi meeting in all the elements of ^ogresa. Nan 
Iiieng, ShuD Yi, and Cho Chou all promised to try and do 
something on salary of helpers stationed there. Do not have 
any anxiety about us out here. The Lord's work is going on 
and will in spite of devils and men. 

Meetings with the helpers are alt through, ending with 
reports OT the three who went to the Shanghai Students' 
Convention. They made a fine report and seemed immensely 
pleased with their trip. We bad nine men at the meetings and 
I think carried the regard of all, and showed that they were 
making progress. I am more and more proud of my company 
in this mission. I do not know where you could gather a 
more delightful company of people. The weather is charming; 
occasional rains temper the sky. The willow trees are quite 
large and the campus a mass of green. 
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REFORM, PROGRESS AND OMENS OF EVIL 

Peking, Jutu 13, 1899 
DcAR Da. Smith : 

History is fonniDg here at a rate unknoim in many 
conotries. People complain of the Chinese inertia, but to my 
observation the Chinese are doing more thinking to the day 
than they are given credit for. While visiting a yamen to-day 
at the request of the London Mission, their senior missionary 
being absent, the of&cial, after a moment of thoughtful silence, 
said to me, " We Chinese do excite the contempt of foreigners. 
We are truly contemptible in many ways." There had been 
nothing said to draw out this remark. It was evidently in his 
mind. That was a terrible confession for a military mandarin 
to make to a stranger from a foreign land. They are thinking, 
and thinking deeply, only the political conditions are such that 
we do not get the results of their cogitations. 

The leading anti-foreign leader in North China is Kang Yi 
who has recently been sent by the Empress to inspect fortifica- 
tions and military resources up and down the Yang Tiu. You 
will hardly believe that this hide-bound old conservative so 
hates foreigners that he refuses to go where they ate at 
Shanghai and other places and thinks that the earthworks and 
old fc^fications erf centuries ago are sufficient for protecdon at 
thepresent time, 

llie Emperor at the present time though kept in nominal 
ctnfinemenl is allowed a large amount of liberty and doubtless 
is as happy as he knows how to be. The other day he was 
selecting an adopted son from among the children of the 
hereditary iron-capped princes who constitute the aristocracy 
of Peking. It is possible that the Empress is looking up a 
1B7 
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puppet to place on the throne, as it is said the Emperor desires 
to retire to his ancestral home in Manchuria. There can be 
litde hope of his doing that, as that r^on is practically 
Riutian territory. The Empeior has been subjected to no 
cruel treatment so far as we can learn and the Empress 
Dowager is far too shrewd a manager to put bim out of the way 
when she knows foreign sentiment is as strong as it is in hu 
favOT. The whole reactionary feeling in Peking is based upon 
the conception that the throne of the Manchus is in danger 
and can be secured only by holding all f<vcignas at a distance 
and pitting one nation against another. 

The |nx>blem before them now is how to retain progressive 
ideas, hold foreign methods, religions, and people aloof, and 
adjust China to new conditions without disturbing existing 
institutions. If their fears can be allayed as to the int^rity ^ 
the empire, we ^all sec that the adjustment will go on more 
ra[ndly than in the past. You speak about the reform move- 
ment and deplore its sudden cdlapse. That l^ng Vu Wei, 
the leader, was an unfit man fcM* the great confidence the 
Emperor placed in btm, there is little doubt. He was a 
thnough Confudanist and under his rule Christianity would 
not have the toleration that it has now. The Emperor seems 
to have been the most honorable man of the lot, as without 
doubt most of the others were actuated by mercenary motives 
and bad no moral force which would have sustained them in 
prosperity. To impose Western ideas and customs on the 
Chinese at the point of the bayonet as the Germans are dcnng 
in Shantung will only lead to bikd feeling and may set back the 
wheels of progress of all concerned. When Americans begin 
to see, as a few do, how intimately our interests arc wrapped 
up with those of China and how this land is the natural outlet 
for our surplus products, then the study of Chinese affairs will 
really begin, and we shall have a sympathetic as well as 
material interest in the genuine reform of this nation. The 
coming political movement is the ^liance of England, Japan 
and the United States along lines which will strengthen our 
position in the East, preserve the autonomy of Korea, help the 
internal development of Japan, sustain China as an inde- 
pendent- nation, and stop this grabbing for territory which is a 
disgrace to the nations, and open up this whole region so rich 
in resources to the markets of the world. These ttvee lutions 
bold the key of the situation if they are willing to use it. 
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Wettem Hills, Aug. 6, 1S99. 
Mv DEAR Wm: 

Yes, it is trae, I am in our old home on the hilltop, 
drinking in the fresh air and revelling io scenery and breezes. 
I have improved every hour since I luxuriated in the air all 
Saturday and by evening was equal to a game of tennis, though 
rather antiquated in my movements, I planned to run over 
to-day, Sunday, to Lu Kou Cb'iao, but Mis. Lyon said I had 
no wife and EJte knew I was too tired to go. So I am resting 
in writing to you, for the communion with you is the best 
tonic. Specially on this hilltop, where we have had so many 
happy days and where there are so many reminiscences of you, 
1 feel as though next to seeing yon was talking with you. 
The trees that you and I nourished with so much care are still 
growing though they have not attained much size. I am 
Uving in the room occupied by Aunt Anna. It is cool and 
delightful and my system responds immediately to nature's 
healing influences. I am glad that I am not so antiquated 
that I cannot build up much easier than I wear out. The 
house seems like an old friend, as every beam and piece oC 
stone has a fomiliar look. 

The translators are hard at wtH-k — Dis. Mateet and Woods 
— the latter a very feasant Virginia gentleman about my age 
or a little younger. 

Monday. — Waked up this mmoing full f£. [waise and glad- 
ness, after a most restful night. This is a beautiful world and 
we ^ould be in the right spirit to enjoy it. I am sending into 
the city to see about Teacher Tu's coming out, and we will 
work up the church paper. I hope the scheme talked up with 
Richard will pan out, and the two papers be combined into 
one. I think I could do some literary work of value, if I had 
the time, and Richard wants me to do translating work. I 
could do that and be in any out-station. 

Good-bye. Love fmca die people on the hilltop. 

Tu Hsien Sheng came out two days ago and we are getting 
oat the next Pao. As he is a bright, quick man it makes it 
much easier for me. Hsueh sends seventeen dollars from 
Germany. 

Ptking, Aug. 21, 1899. 
To Dr. Suttr: 

It is some time since I have written to you. The 
progress of events In Peking has not been rapid but I am 
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thankful that after the lapse of two or three months we can 
have something of interest to record. On the whole, it has 
been rather a monotonous summer for direct work in missions. 
The air is full of rumors and the people seem to have a dull 
apprehension that in some way or other the foreigners are 
going to injure them or their country. 

The Japanese have shown a. beautiful spirit of sympathy and 
desire to help their poor old broken neighbor. They are 
kinder and more Christian than some nations jvoferaedly 
Christian. No light penetrates the palace in Peking and the 
same stupid measares are being nrged and plans made as 
characterized them five years ago. The Chinese never leam 
anything from history and cannot reason by induction. 
That Japan is seriously dbpleased with Russia for her designs 
on China there can be no doubt. It looks as though Japan 
wished to bring things to a crisis with Russia before the 
Siberian railway is finished and troops can be massed rapidly. 
On the other hand Russia wants to move quietly till she gels 
everything ready. With all this squabbling among the nations 
and diverson of British interests by their affairs in Africa, it 
looks as though the strain must be relieved somewhat. The 
Empress Dowager is mad after money and the expedition of 
her commissioner, Kang Yi, to the south in her interest is 
stirring up a lot (^discontent and revolution may follow. He 
is closing up all the schools for foreign learning up and down 
the Yang Tzu but has struck a snag in Chang Chih Tung who 
says his schools are run with private funds and refuses to hand 
over the endowments to Mr. Kang. 

Peking, Sept. 5, 1899. 
My sear Wife: 

It is late Tuesday evening and I leave early to-morrow 
morning for Shun Yi. I can get away for a few days and feel 
the need of a change. The way is open for our school, and 
we shall begin at nearly the usual dme. I went outside the 
Ch'i Hua Gate and preached to-day in a gambling shop. The 
gambling went on as usual. I had a good company to listen. 
I also settled a long standing quarrel between Deacon Wen 
and his wife. She had her wifely grievances and he ignored 
them. He confessed his error and said he never thought of 
things as I put them. He is a good man but stupid in his 
dealings with his wife and constantly irritated her. I hope 
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they will see better i&ys now. I received your letter of Joly 
a3d saying you have two hundred and thirty dollars for chapd 
seats. Vou have done well. 

Fondly yonn, 

W. S.A. 

Septembtr 26, rSpff. 

We are waiting fcff the Mateers to come into the com' 
pound. They are arriving from Japan. I shall rejoice when 
our wheels are all in working order, and I can bend to 
individual tasks. As it is Ewing and Pastor Jen are in the 
country and their work falls on me in addition to the South 
Chapel, and opening the new school. The last thingsare being 
done ID the schootroom, and you would be pleased to see the 
new arrangements. Gammon is here looking after the interests 
of the Bible Society, and seems to be a man with good ideas. 
He is fixing up that room Gattrell used to live in, and may 
bring his wife up sometimes, as the room is warm and com- 
fortable. Gammon will find his hands full caring for his 
sixteen colporteurs and be will need to bend to bis business at 
his men will run away with bim. 

Tbey were nearly mobbed in Shantung, and Porter tele* 
graphed for protectioQ. A day was set for their extermination. 
The governor got troops in to head off the revolt. No oac 
was hurt but a good many well scared. 

We have a new family coming, Howard S. Gait and wife. 
Sheffield writes to me to meet them at the sution and take 
them for a brief visit at Peking. The Allardyces arc comfort- 
ably settled in their new qnarters just opposite us. 

Our bookstore is open and is doing a good business. We 
sold about twelve dollars' worth the first day. So, two things 
that have been on my mind for years are under way — the board- 
ing-school, and the bookstore. The new chapel is about all that 
remains for initiation and that looks safe for next year. I do 
not know what I shall do when everything seems to be in 
running order. I think it will be time for me to come home 
and see my family fa.ct to face 1 

Ewing is absent on a long tour to the south. It is pretty 
fine to have a stout, willing young fellow like Ewing, who takes 
moat <rf the touting off of my hands. Of course I should be 
glad to go, but I have the CAureh News on my hands and am 
pastor of a church also. 
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Peking, Oct. II, iSpp. 

Onr little school is a real comfort thus far. The boya 
ore fiDe fellows and Kuo Feng Kuan takes real interest in 
them. The old teacher is very much disgruntled that wc do 
not allow him to teach, but I agree with Matcer that we cannot 
sacrifice an institution to individuals. Wc have to pick from 
now on and must take the best we can get. 

I am leaving for Liang Hsiang to-monow as diere is a 
temple fair and an opportunity to sell books and preach. Mr. 
and Mrs. Arthur Smith will also come, as they will be visitiDg 
at Fao Ting Fu. I trust we shall have a good time. 

We are a dry and thirsty station, and need the Spirit's OOt- 
pouring. I have had a burden of prayer roUed on ine for our 
work, and asked for help as never before and I believe my 
prayers are answered. For the last three days a new spirit has 
come over the front chapel and inquirers have been quite 
numerous and of a good quality. I find that all works well 
when we are doing our part in prayer and right living. It is 
quite encouraging when the natives tell you of their meetings 
for prayer. So you may look for news of refreshment before 
long. The material advance which we have made through the 
year in the way <^ securing new premises, the opening of the 
boarding-school, would justify our year's endeavor, but I shall 
not remain complacent with material advancement. We must 
have a spiritual life corresponding. 

Dr. Mateer reads a paper on "Money in Missions" next 
Friday evening. Mr. Gammon led our prayer-meeting last 
evening, taking the topic of the Holy Spirit. He made a very 
helpful address and grows in our estimation all the time. 
Your loving husband, 

W. S. A. 

Joking, Stft. agih. 
My deak Wife; 

The drought continnes and to-day the board of astron- 
omy announces that great calamities may come to this country 
and warns the people to prepare. The people say the Empress 
Dowager is too lazy in her worship as she deputes all the 
worship and prayer for rain to some one else. They say the 
Emperor is the son of heaven and he is the proper one to 
worship. So the old stupidity still remains and it seems as if 
the patience of high heaven must be nearly exhausted. 
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September 30th. — Mr. GunmoD left this morning, going off 
in a neir jinricksha owned by li Hai Yen, son-in-law of 
Deacon Kuo. He has bought ten vehicles and is gmng into 
the busineas. Poor church-members, that have no other 
resource, can pull the cart and drag out a precarious ezisteace. 

Last evening Dr. Mateer took a very conservative view of 
the use of money, steering us between its use and abuse. In 
educational work he believes in its free use, just as we do at 
home. The foreign church will have to carry the work for 
some tinte to come. Money spent in support of well-trained, 
enthusiastic preachers is well spent as it saves foreign strength 
and is legitimate expenditure. He thought missionaries were 
drawing further away from the Chinese than they were yean 
ago. Parl<XB are too clean for the Chinese and we do not 
want them around. He thought that was a mistake and a bad 
tendency. He had seen the fallacy of the Nevius methods* 
also the Gospel Mission Southern Baptist position. There was 
little dissent from his views ; in iact all felt about as he did 
that money must be wisely used and the more of it used that 
way the better. Our Udies had a fine spread and we all went 
away feding that we had spent a profitable evening. The 
grading of the streets has gone on to nearly the London 
Mission. Won't it be fine when we have a good bicycle drive 
to all places in the city ? My school has assembled, and I 
think we have a fine set of boys. Wish you were here to 
assist in looking after them. 

Love to all the household, 

W. S. A. 

Novtmbtr i^th. 

They are having a serious time near P'ang Chuang. A sect 
of spiritual Boxers, who hate foreigners, has sprung up and 
seduced many to follow them. Two fights have tuen place 
and more than a hundred Boxers have been killed and yet 
they are strong and P'ang Chuang is in danger. The schools 
are not called together as yet and they feel as though they 
were in great danger. 

Tell Willie his letters do me good like a medicine. I am 
glad he is doing so well in music. The ferns and maple leaves 
were like the arrow that once pierced my heart. 

Miss Douw has promised another hundred taels on the 
church. The five hundred taels, j)ayable in ten years, the 
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nun put tu at three hundred oad fifty if paid at once. We 
have paid it, and the pUce cost ns sixteen hundred taeU. 
Our [jans will be here in January, then we can carder the chain. 

December 6th. — ^You know the memorial school is now at 
the Sixth Street North Chapel, and not at our premises at 
Fifth Street It seemed best to transfer until we could find a 
aatisfactuy teacher who could reside at the school. The 
rooms thm are rented and bring in a little lerenue for the 
Kbool. 

We had a good meeting last evening. Dr. Reid spoke of 
the toleration of the government and the divisions of Christians 
as though we were all wrong and our troubles were well 
brought OD. We did not accept his ideas, for I recall how a 
few years ago be said his first work would be to get the govern- 
ment to be tolerant. I mentioned the fact to him after meet- 
ing and he smiled at his own inconsistency. The good news 
of our church at Owosso cheers me. 

Lore from one to all. 

December 13th. — Mr. Richard writes that he approves of mj 
plan for a coalition of two <^ three of the numerous church pa- 
pers in China and let ooe man do what two or three are doing, 
and have one respectable paper on which we can all unite. 
Then no one will be specially burdened and there will be a pa- 
per which will be an houOT to the Church and of general in- 
terest. 

Miss Russell has just returned from Shun Yi, and is in a glow 
of enthusiasm and good spirits. She was a little blue on going 
away over several lapses among the church-members of late, 
but now she sees that we are not going entirely to pieces. I 
took five men on probation last Sunday and did not know till 
afterwards that one of them was a keeper of an opium den. 
He told it of himself and I trust he will have the courage to 
abandon the business. I am much pleased with the man, as he 
is clean looking and intelligent. No man has ever ti^en in 
more truth and committed it to memory in the same time than 
this man. 

A nice talk this evening with Kuo Feng Kuan, who teaches 
the boys' school. He and Miss Sheffield are getting up a pro- 
gram for Christmas which will be unique. It is fine to find a 
Chinaman who has some ideas of his own. I am beginning to 
feel that our hope of permanent succes must lie in the coming 
generation and the b^t work is that done with the young. 
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Good-bye, old sweetheart. May roses spring up in your 
path. 

W. S. A. 

Pekii^, Dtcemhtr 20th. 

Since writing you last I have taken a short trip to Cho Cboa 
and Liang Haiang. Helper Tang wrote that there were several 
people desiring baptism, and also that Chang Hsiu was to be 
married, and wanted me to perform the ceremony. As Ewing 
has returned from Fao Ting Fu with Marion in better health, I 
rushed down. I had a very pleasant time, barring getting sick 
with coal gas, so that I was hardly able to stand up on Sunday 
and preach. Three persons were baptized and we had a fine 
coDgr^atioD. If some of those Cho Chou l»'ethren do not get 
into heaven sod wear a crown, I do not think there is any hope 
for the rest of us. On Monday, the Changs sent a cart for me, 
ami 1 attended their swell w«dding, talked with the visitors 
soioe time and had an opportunity to meet men who would not 
otherwise be in my line. 

Mrs. Liu is the Bible woman at the North Church and seems 
happy in her work. Christmas is near at hand and the dea* 
cons are hard at work getting things ready for the children. 
We also have a tea meeting and the spirit ctfCbristmas is grow- 
ing in our midst. 

Love to all. 

PMng, Dee. 2j, 1899. 

A Merry Christmas to you. I hope you are having as sweet 
a rime as wc are. I am just out of services which b^an at 9 
A. M. Deacons Wan, Wen and Kuo, also Mr. Ewing, nmdc 
interesting remarks and the schoolboys and girts sang sweetly. 
Our boys have nearly worked their throats out in practicing, so 
that they are really not in good condition for the day. Their 
enthusiasm is remarkable. Still, yesterday they made them- 
selves disagreeable as they thought they were not going to get 
things good enough to eat to-day. We are to have great ex- 
ercises at one o'clock when the little folks come to the &ont. 
Mrs. Ewing is a charming worker and is most successful with 
the outside school. 

The NOTth Church have their celebration to-morrow, and I 
bear they have made elaborate preparations and will have a 
good lime. 
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xn 

RUMBUNGS OF THE BOXER EARTHQUAKE 

THE opening of the "Keng Tze Kien" of the 
Gtkinese Cycle was ominoos in the extreme. 
For more than a year the Ta Tao Society had 
twen nesting in the meet oneaay comets of Shantnsg, 
aomevhat in the east, and mora especially in the south- 
west, in connection with diBtarbaDoes in the northern 
ooanttes of Honan. The vhole conntryside was in a 
state of alarm. Tbeie was an active irruption in a 
region southwest of Lin CSiing, arising from Uie absorp- 
tion of a Tillage temple in the rebailding of a Oatholic 
dinrch. So great was the violence on both sides, that 
the provincial government sent out several battalions of 
soldiers to force the sitoation. From that time forward 
there was a steady rise of feeling against Christians of all 
sorts, and the training of bandits in hundreds of village 
camps. In June, 1899, the London Mission at ^iao 
Ohwg was in great periL In Angnst the Gtorman minis- 
ter was hurried away from the seaside ratreat, Fei Tai 
Ho, to attend the hnrry calls of the Oerman Bishop An- 
ser. From the 12th of September onward the American 
Board station at P'ang Chnang, Shantung, found itself in 
the midst of tumult, a storm centre antil the final catas- 
trophes In Jnne. The looting of the Protestant Christian 
Tillages began September 13th, oontinning through the 
16« 
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7ear vitli increasiDg Timlenoe. The fint known me of 
the DOW well-known name "BoxeiB" was inatelegraia 
ttom Fang Ohoang OB the 18th of September to Mr. 
Aiken at Tientsin : " Secure Immediaite protection trom 
the attacks of the Boxerfanatioa." The governor of Shan* 
tang felt constrained to send a considerable foroe to Ping 
Yoao City to watch the threatened movement of a great 
band of banditti that had destroyed one Protestant centre. 
A battle oocnrred on the 15th of October which stayed 
the Boxers for a week or two. When it became known 
that Ta Hsien waa in fall sympathy with the anti-foreign 
sentiment, and perhaps the antborities at Peking, the at- 
tempt to stay its progress came to an end. The move- 
ment then gathered impetus by passing into the province 
of Chlbli. Early in December tbe excitement bad reached 
to the Soman Catholic region of Hsien Hsien. The Lon- 
don Mission station at Hsiao Chang waa folly protected 
by troops fresh from Tientsin, bat the outlying villages, 
even those of the American Board Mission, were assaulted 
and the members dispersed. The missionaries were in* 
oeesant in their oommanication with the legation and 
consular authorities at Peklug and Tientsin. Owing to 
this, the governor of Shantnug was replaced by the vig- 
orooB and vigilant Yoan Shih Kal. He had sent a large 
body of his well-drilled cavalry and other troops to se- 
cure the way for bim. It was not till nearly the end of 
December that the seals of ofSce were transferred to him. 
He was thus in no way responsible for the murder of Mr. 
Brooks of the Anglican Mission December 30th. Tbe 
chief culprit in the murder of this lovely yonng mis- 
sionary was Meng Eaang Yen. He was from the r^on 
west of Pang Chnang and on the 5th of December tried, 
nnsncoessfnlly, to induce one of the Christians in that 
region to lead him to P'ang Chnang that he might go to 
the mission quietly and destroy tbe missionaries. He 
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was told tbai the station was too well giuuiled and that 
it vu fatila Henoe he hastened soathward and meeting 
Mr. Brooks wreaked his hostility on him. Ynan Shih 
Kal, while greatly handicapped, recelTing private mes- 
aages not to pay attention to the official orders to pre- 
serre qoiet and order, exercised a foir restraint upon the 
people. In an interriew with the miasioDaries at Chi 
Naa Fa in Febmary it was intimated to him that Tnng 
Fa Hsiang, the raffian leader of the Mohammedan 
bravea, was the Idol of the popalar heart, and not him- 
self. He felt it at the time, bat was helpless ontU his 
opportanity came. No other misaiooary lost his life 
dnrlog the snbseqaent months. Bat the welter of de- 
■traotion swirled on to its climax. 



JPeking, Jan. g, z^oo. 

l&t DIAR tlARY : 

On Suaday evening three letters from you came to 
Peking. It was a great grist and I did not sleep till midnight. 
Ftrat there was mother's sickness to think of. Of course I 
learned that she was better before I was through. I send you 
the letter from Mr. Ackerman showing how one church i* 
praying for me. I am glad tO know this fact, and am sending 
them a warm letter. Week of prayer meetings is progressing 
a little better than usual. We also have a daily evening meet- 
ing in our chapel. Our foreign meetings are not very lively 
and could be improved. I took part in the meeting and told 
bow 1 was moved by the sympathy of the Portland pastor and 
suggested that we might help each other more and might have 
broader sympathies. I bad a present of a fine pair of scrolls 
given by Wang Yuan Ch'i, the man who has been in Germany 
and whom I helped in his extremity. His wife is trying to 
leave off opium and then they may come to church. The 
Boxer troubles continue in Shantung, and our mission is in a 
state of confusion never before known. A good many chapels 
have been looted, both Protestant and Catholic. 

Your loving husband, 

W. S. A. 
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January 14, igoo, 
Mn. Eviag's heathen Sanday-school is giomng bo that we 
have juBt decided to transfer the regular Suoday-achool to 
13:3a and give the chapel at two o'cIocIe to outside women 
and children. I think we shall have a full hotue. I shall ask 
Deacon Wan to be assistant superintendent. Dr. Goodrich 
preached a sennon in English this evening. We bad the 
largest number of people I have seen in chapel in yean and 
the communion service waa a real uplift. Our natives are 
raising a sum of money f<v Shantung sufferers &om "Boxers." 
One man handed nae ten tiao and one three taels. There will 
be a good sum. 

Ptk%Hg,Jan. j6, 1900. 
To Secrctary Siotr : 

We must admit the lact that the pressure from the 
government is wholly adverse to us and has weakened the 
interest of many of our people. One or two of our moot wdl- 
to-do members who were Manchus fed the burden too heavy 
and have practically left the church. We greatly grieve over 
this, but must face the fact. We have had sixty additions 
during the year and our contributions from native sources are 
more than double any previous year. Last year we reported 
less than ^100, while this year we shall report the goodly sum 
of tsoo. This will include the gift of two chapels and several 
goodly sums for our new church in which the pec^le are deeply 
interested. Last evening our people brought us seventeen taela 
to be sent to P'ang Chuang to help our poor people who have 
been so petsecutcd by the secret societies. Doubtless Mr. 
Arthur Smith has written of their trials, which awaken the 
sympathy of all. Mr. Conger, the United States minister, has 
odled me over for consultation several times, and 1 am certain 
he has expended all his resources in pushing the cause of the 
persecuted people. But our government does not allow any 
threats or strong measures to be taken and the Chinese foreign 
office fears nothing but force. Their blindness to their own 
interests is something incomprehensible. They have offended 
all the foreign governments, and now assume that because 
England is occupied in Africa, there are no claims to which 
they should pay attention. The palace is issuing almost ctm- 
tradictory edicts, so we are in ignorance of the real intentions 
of the Empress Dowager. Vou have doubtless heard of the 
mordei of the English missionary Brooks by the '* Boxers" 
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near tbe city of Tai An in Shantung. His head was chopped 
off and his body cut into fragments and tbroira into a ditch. 
Me was a youDg man and had little acquaintance with tbe 
people or the language. The Chinese are quibbling as usual, 
but the British mioister cannot bring the pressure that is neces* 
aary. The Empress Dowager seemed gr^y disturbed by this 
dastardly murder and ordered punishment of officials and the 
murderers. But the suSerera from many bands of freebooters, 
who now hunt our Christians like wild animals, receive no 
sympathy at her hands. She says her people have a right to 
practice military tactics for protection, and if these people get in 
the way they must expect to be hurt. It seems to be the policy 
of the government and the people of China to make foreigDers 
and all connected with them as miserable as possible in tbe 
hopes that their misery will drive them from the country. 
Kang Yi, the notoriously anti-foreign official, is in the ascend- 
ency in Peking and his influence is felt everywhere. He is one 
of the men who will not ride on the newly paved streets be- 
cause they smack of foreigncis. Another official, living nearly 
Opposite the French Legation, will not have a huge pile of gai- 
txige removed because that would spoil his Feng Shui, or good 
luck. My little paper has had to be refused at the doors of 
certain progressive men because they were afraid to continue 
taking it. There is q<A the beginning of what might be caDed 
a party of [M^^ress in Peking at the present time. No reactioD 
could have been more disastrously successful than the one 
which b^an in the autumn of 1898. 

January, zgoo, 
DsasMary: 

Our churches will make a pretty good showing for last 
year. Our contributions more than doubled and our numbers 
would have increased, only so many were dropped. I trust 
our spiritual temperature may rise and we may have a good 
year before us. Good news comes from Fao Ting Fu of 
enlargement of the church. In fact, the outlook is not so dark 
as some would make out. I nearly broke down in leading the 
meeting on "Families and Schools." I spoke of the true 
home as indivisible, though some were in heaven and some oit 
the other side of the earth. The plans for the new church are 
not here yet, I am growing a little anxious. 

Your true love, 

W. S. A. 
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Piking, Jan. $1, tgoo. 
Mv DKAK Mary : 

To-day is ChincM New Year, and I am somewhat the 
worse for wear, haviog been up till two o'clock last night 
First, I showed lantern pictures until lo : 30, then we had a 
watch-meeting till midnight. About fifty people weie out, not 
aa many as I had hoped for. Ewing helped out on the address. 
He had just come from Tung-chow, having been down to at- 
tend Pastor Chang's funeral. The visit and service had given 
him a very tender state of feeling, and he spoke with great 
earnestness and effectiveness. The death of Pastor Chang 
affects us all. He was such a fine man and officer. He was 
only thirty-five, and leaves five children. The church has 
voted to give his widow five tiao a month. He also left a little 
property, and the family will not be destitute. The Boxen 
are so rampant at Pao Ting Fu that the helpers think it will 
not be safe for foreigners to go to the country. I had a ples*- 
ant trip to Shun Yi, east of Peking, The chapel was full on 
Sunday and four were taken into the church. I found three 
fine new boys for the school. 

P'ang Ckuang, Jan. 30, 1^00. 
From Rev. Arthur H. SMrm. 

DuR Dr. Ahent: — Your two short letters were re- 
ceived yesterday and made us open our eyes with astonish- 
ment at the unexpected generosity of so many people. I shall 
not be able to write to all the friends, and indeed I do not 
know all their names, but I shall be gtad to say for us all that 
they have our most hearty thanks and they would have had the 
most hearty thanks of the recipients also, if we had been able 
to let them know who it is that is helping them. But the 
beneficiaries are scattered over a wide territory, many of them 
inaccessible and some still unable to get to their homes. Not 
a few of them have lost everything, and others are not ao badly 
off. As there has been almost no wheat planted anywhere this 
autumn, the spring is certain to be a time of peculiar trial to 
every one, and it will be then that the pinch of poverty will be 
most felt. The certainty that we shall be able to do all that it 
would be wise to do for every one will relieve us in a way. 
The Lmdon Mission refugees are more than twice as many as 
outs, some forty, and those in the American Presbyterian Mis- 
sion at Chi Nan Fu arc about one hundred families. Pillage 
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is still going on, as we hcRrd only by this mail a wealthy 
member had just been fined 1,000 tiao. Mr. HamiltoD had 
just seen an Italian father who had charge of the district east 
of the capital, who says that about five or six hundred families 
had been looted there, ten pasoas killed and fully five thou- 
sand made refugees. In vast regions of territory there is not a 
single Roman Catht^c chapel left, and not a member who has 
not suffered. The days of the Epistle to the Hebrews seem to 
have returned, but there will eventually be a blessing emerging 
from it all, and even now we see tome signs of it. To-day I 
sent a man over to the village of Lu Wang Chuang and they 
came to see what this meant about money, never having ex- 
perienced such a windfall before. The money is on deposit 
here, and 1 will try and get a receipt when it has been paid. 
None of us have been to any outside village for months, except 
when I went to a funcial. It is very hard to say whether there 
is much improvement in the situation in this province. It 
seems to be certain that the Empress and Tung Fu Hsiang (as 
has been confidently claimed from the start) are in &vor ot 
some kind of rising, and this has made it exceedingly danger- 
ous, as it is still. We have been confident from the first that 
the only adequate solution was for " Four L^ations " to 
unite pressure, but we do not hear that two of the four are 
dcnng anything whatever, and the other two are apparently 
acting quite independently. Even in our own connty there 
are blatant "camps" of Boxers, after the publication of the 
moat severe proclamations, the issue of a history of similar 
risings to every village, and the despatch of men from the 
magbtrate to forbid all practice of the drill, and ordering the 
instant and complete abandonment of the whole business. But 
as yet no one is punished, or very few. It seems still to be 
thought to be a huge joke. 

Peking, Fti. 7, 1900. 
My scak Wtn : 

I must have a little talk with you to-night. I am in- 
clined to discouragement, owing to the devil having such a 
swing in and about us. 

The burden of keeping up a spiritual tone in this componnd 
is a heavy one and Ewing has been away a good deal and has 
not felt the responsibility, nor should he do so. We need bet- 
ter material in the front chapel, and I hope we shall have it 
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when the two fine fellows, Li Pen Yuan and Wang Wen Shun, 
come from Tung-chow. Li Pen Yuan seems to have a real 
spirit of the pastor and all speak well of Wang Wen Shun. 
Tbcy should be towers of strength. 

A letter fiom Smith last evening seems to indicate that the 
troubles in Shantung are by no means settled and that the crfB- 
cials are as inefficient as ever. It seesos true that the encourage- 
naent comes from the palace in Peking and every official who 
stands out for the Ctunese as against foreigners is promot«l. 
The Germans took up their own case and gave the yamcn five 
days ultimatum to settle matters, otherwise their soldiers from 
Chiao Cbou would settle it for them. There was no delay 
then. 

Well, the CAureh News is given up and I shall be free. I 
shall be careful to keep out of such entanglements. You may 
expect to hear of me as at Cho Chou or some country station 
about half the time. Then too I shall be seriously trying to 
translate a few more chapters from Dr. Gladden's book, " Rul- 
ing Ideas." StiU it is better U> write a book on the hearts of 
men than on paper t 

Ptking, Feb. 37, ipoo. 
Mr DEAK Uakt : 

You may recall that this was the fateful day when our 
beloved Emily left us years ago. This month always seems as 
the very consummation of cold, dreary winter weather, since 
those days when our hearts were dragged out of us and 
deposited in the cemetery. It seems sometimes as though I 
couldn't wait to solve the mystery of the Beyond and rejoin 
those on the other side who are almost as numerous as those on 
this. 

I am just beginning the agonies of moving again. It will 
take considerable time to get things into shape and I begrudge 
the time. The plans for the chapd have not come and we will 
start in next week on our own plans. I have just seen Mateer 
and he will have the floor plans ready to make out the order for 
the Grand Rapids chairs in a few days. 

Peking, March j, igoo. 
To Mrs. Aiont : 

To-morrow I am going to Tientsin to give my lecture on 
*'Kiii| Alfred apd the Malung of England," \ ^lall remain 
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levenl days and have a little ontiog. After that I shall return 
and go to Cbo Chou for a month. Perhaps Gammon will go 
with me. Our 8cho<^ has got up to twenty-seven boys and itill 
they come and we seem to have room for them, though I 
thought we should be crowded with eighteen. The Methodists 
have been having very successful revival meetings. Pyke has 
gone home tired out. Work has bc^n on oui chapel and Mateer 
will give me order for chairs for this mail. We order cmly 350 
now, as we think it better to go slowly and contract no debt 
The memwial school is prosperous and so is the North Chapel 
work. It removes quite a load off my mind. The Boxers have 
reached Fa Chou and Wen An. At our request the gov- 
ernor sent down a deputy to investigate. It will do much to re- 
assure the minds of the church-members. 

March 9, 1900. — Just back from Tientsin. Had agood time. 
I had a fair audience though the wind was blowing a huiricaoe 
down the Taku road. That frightened away most of the 
Chinese. I brought home the plans as worked over by Mr. 
Bellingham, the architect at Tientsin. 

You will be pleased that at Tung-chow they are to the midst 
of a gracious revival. lA Pen Yuan has come up here and 
hopes to take back with him all the old students and hopes they 
may be filled with the Spirit, Some of the schoolboys have 
made remarkable confession of sins, such as resolving not to 
have anything to do with the religious life of the college and in- 
fluencing others to do the same. The ground seems thtsoughly 
broken up. 

Peking, March 17, ipOO. 
My deak Wife : 

Back fixtm Shnn Yi, with that affair amicably settled. 
I think the Chinese alt approve of what I did. It was bitterly 
cold and I have not suffered mwe this winter. Last evening 
Maj(v Conger read a paper before the missionary association 
on "A Layman's View of the Work." It was appreciative 
and sympathetic He suggested more union for political pur- 
poses and more care about getting into trouble and appealing 
10 the yamens. He thought our work successful and worthy 
the support of the churches. 

The peo^e in Wen An and Pa Chou are greatly disturbed 
about the Boxers who are organized in their districts and I 
asked Hr. Conger about the advisability of my going down and 
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comfortiiig the Christians and seeiog if I could not allay the 
Tumon somewhat He told me he thought it safe to go, ad- 
vised caution, and thought a visit fixim me might do more than 
the officials. 1 aslced Mr. Stelle if he did not want to ^o with 
me and he jumped at the chance. I am glad to have his com- 
panionship, taking him to be abiaveand judicious man, I am 
¥rriting a letter to the Fu ^prefect) magistrate in Peking tdling 
him that I am about to visit the distant portiwis of his field and 
requesting him to infiann his subordinates, so that they can be 
of assistance if necessary. I do not anticipate trouble. I am 
w«U acquainted there Euxl our people have a good reputation 
for order and decency. I hope to go to the extreme limits of 
our field and comfort the members and cheer them in their 
&ith. 

The Tung-chow revivals are going on with renewed power 
aod Tewksbury writes that he wants our peoplt to come down 
and stay over Sunday. I trust they will come back filled with 
the Spirit and on fire for souls. 

April 3d. — The meedogs are over. Miss Andrews has 
gone, but I trust not the results of her interpretation of the 
S[Rrit-filled life. I do hope and pray that our people will not 
slump back to where they were before. Mr, Mateer is in for a 
run of fever. 

Jiking, A^ilio, 1900, 
To Skcrxtary Suith : 

The happenings during the last two months have beea 
many and interesting. I must first mention'onr meetings, which 
have been of unusual power. During the Chinese New Year I 
invited two young students, warm-hearted and ardent Chris- 
dans from Tientsin, to come to Peking and assist in a few meet- 
ings. They proved to be men of considerable spiritual power 
and wisdom. They were not puffed up with that spiritual 
pride which some possess on leaving the rudiments and reach- 
ing out after the best things in the Chrisdan life. We held 
three meedngs a day for eight days when I totally gave out, as 
I had to interj^et for one of the students who was a Cantonese. 
After that the Methodiit people had meedngs of great power in 
their mission. The sacred fire was communicated to Tung- 
chow and something never witnessed before took place. That 
was a breaking down of those students under the power of the 
spirit in a way which indicates its reality. Men long alienated 
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were brought together and sins confessed whkh had been 
stumbting-blocks for years. The whole school wa« stirred to 
its depths. Afta two weeks of splendid meetings the students 
went out to tfu Htigkboring stations and htld meetings with tkt 
native Christians and proved what I have long hoped for, that 
natives without foreign aid can conduct, wisely and wtU, 
revival meetings. Our stations ofCbouChouandSbun Yiwere 
greatly helped in this way. Our two young men who grad- 
uate ftom the Seminary this spring, I fed assured, will come to 
us with added power and helpfulnesa. There was not a large 
ingathering from outsiders except in Tung-chow, where there was 
a goodly company waiting as a result of their medical woik. 
The whole movement only shows in newer light the capability 
of the Chinese to receive spiritual impressions and the adapta- 
tion of our glorious religion to all their needs. 

All this time the Boxers were harrying our cotintry regions, 
and as the meetings closed messengers be^n coming in numbers 
informing us of the growth of the movement and the urgent 
need of help. A^er consulting our minister, Mr. Conger, I de- 
cided to go down to these regions and see for myself just what 
the condition was. I could find no colleague, till Anally Mr. 
Stelle, of the " Mission to the Higher Classes," a brave, chiv- 
alric young man, consented to go. After we hod boarded 
the train for Cho Chou a letter was handed me Irom Mr, 
Conger which practically recalled the encouragement he had 
given and threw the responsibiUty on us. After putting our 
hands to the plough we could not turn back. The Cho Chou 
official had magnified his office and had succeeded well in 
keeping the Boxers out of his district 

Fifteen miles beyond at P'iog Ting we found the people in 
the throes of the well-cleaning craze. It was reported that the 
wells had been poisoned by the Christians and they all had to 
be cleaned out. Having been a very dry season, this wasting 
of a laige quantity of good water will he a serious matter. Our 
enemies bad thrown Uttle packages of purported medicine into 
the wells. They also claimed that they alone had antidotes to 
this poison and sold their medicine in great quantities to the 
deluded people and reaped large gains thereby. The people 
were greatly excited and we were repeatedly warned not to 
proce^. Five miles from F'ing Ting we came to a large fair 
and were surrounded by hundreds of people. They seemed 
anxious to know whether or not we were Catholics. On assur- 
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ing them that we were Protestants they became friendly. This 
movement, if it does nothing else, will teach the people the 
difference between the Romanists and ouisclves. 

Proceeding to Nan Meng wheie Pastor Hang is, we wcfe 
informed that the Boxers had been invited to that market town 
and were in the first stages of enthusiasm. We looked well to 
our GTeaima (very modest revolvers) as we hod no desire to be 
put out of the way as poor Brooks was by cowards who would 
run bom a pop-gun. Here we passed a camp of Boxers who 
came out and stared at us, starting the report that we were the 
advanced guard of a large army, and that accounted for omr 
boldness. We found most of our Christians, including the 
pastor, in a pitiable sUte of fright, and they assured us that we 
should certainty be killed if we did not leave immediately. 
The pastor had already sent away his family. 

Going southward we reached Pao Ting Hsien and found the 
Christians in nearly the same state of fright, thank heaven not 
all of them. Men with knives and guns had come to their 
doors and reviled but no one had been hurt as yet We spent 
the Sabbath here and they and the helper b^ged ns to go no 
further. Many Boxers were returning from the battle-field in 
}en Chiu where they had been defeated by the Romanists and 
imperial soldiers. Dead men were carried past us and aome 
wounded. At least one thousand Boxers had gathered at a 
place called Liang Cho to exterminate the Catholics. A hun- 
dred soldiers had been sent to calm them down but they were 
afraid of the Boxers and refused to fight. About seventy Cath- 
olics were behind their walls. They had good guns and when 
the Boxers with no guns, only swords and spears, came on, the 
Catholics shot them down. The Boxers seemed devil-possosed 
and did not know what they were doing, going up to the walls . 
and hacking at them with their swords. The to^ve soldieis, 
seeing that the Boxers were not really impervious to bullets, 
took a hand in shooting after the Catholics had gained the 
victory. The 1,000 Boxers scattered taking their dead and 
wounded with them. Many were discouraged and asked what 
good it was to go out and get injured with no one to look after 
their families or repay them their losses. 

ff> ttr^Ht on to W*n An stilt ntartr the batiU- field and found 
four fersons who were brave enough to accept baptism and 
enter the church, having been probationers for some time. The 
little ch^tel just outside of the city of Wen An had been brick- - 
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batted by some Boxers on a previous night, but no special in- 
jnry had been done. The official punished three men for com- 
plicity in the attack and the window was repaired. No injury 
was done us here though Boxers abounded. 

Returning to Nan McDg wc found that in the village of Sha 
Cheng a prominent Christian was about to renounce his Chris- 
tianity and pay a blackmail to the Boxers, a camp of over 
eighty being in his village. We planned to visit this village 
though begged not to do so. This was a greater risk than we 
bad yet mo. The Boxen were practicing in their camp atone 
end of tbe village while we were exposing them on the otho:. 
Tbey thought this was incongruous * and sent word that we 
were to be caught and bound. We showed the messengers our 
weapons and told them we preferred not to be bound that day. 
We spent the afternoon there, receiving several messages, but 
came away unhurt. We did not prevent this weak brother 
from paying his mulct bnt we did brace up his two sons who 
•aid tbey would die rather than recant. Though we have a 
very good list ot the Lapei, as they were called in North Africa 
in the dayi of Cyprian, yet we were encouraged that there are 
■o many who have been true to the end and sometimes it has 
been a bitter end. 

Wc breathed a tittle easier after leaving this region, though it 
was a grief to leave the Christians to be still harassed by their 
enemies. We reached home in safety and Mr. Conger was 
very glad of the reliable information we could give as to the 
unwovthiness of the officials and the spread of the movement. 
Within two days a strong protest had been sent to the Tsum 
IJ Yamen demanding greater activity on the part of the offi- 
ciab in stopping the persecudons of the Christians. 

Dr. Coltman yesterday pronounced Mr. Mateer's sickness 
Brigbt's disease and thinks there is little hope of his recovery. 
Mr. Gait is up from Tung-chow assisting in tbe care of the sick 
man. The building of the new church is temporarily sus- 
pended but if Mr. Mateer does not recover we must proceed at 
any rate. The walls are raised about six feet. It will make 
a fine building and will be the Protestant cathedral of the city. 
At least that was the remark made by a professor in the Im- 

■ I TCKud thu u • most importuit document revealing the man ai >1- 
mott no other letter does. The final paragraph written in the (ace of 
fikcti given above show* his unquenchable optiniim. — M. P. A. 
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penal Univernty yesterday. I trust it will be a centre of bdp- 
ful influences to all within the radius of its light. 

Aa to the Boxcts I am convinced that all reports from native 
sources must be discounted from fifty to seventy-five per rant, 
in arda to get near the truth. I think some foreigners have 
done much harm by stirring up our legation by testimony 
wholly from native sources. It cannot be relied on. It is al- 
ways overdrawn. The Bojer bubble is practically burst, and 
the officials have understood the movement from the beginning 
better than the foreigners have. Frof. G. F. Wright is ex- 
pected here in a few weeks. We shall be glad to see him. 
Also Dr. F. E. Clark to represent the Endeavor movement. 
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I like the mut who facci what he mat 
With heart triumphant and a itcp of cheer, 

Who fights the dail^ battle withont fear; 

See* hii hope bil, jet kecfa unEUtoinf tnM 

That God ii God. He alone ii gnat 
Who bj a hfe heroic conqnen bte. 

xm 

THE BREAKING OP THE STORM 

THE UlQesB of Mr. John Mateer became Inonas- 
ingly ominonB about tbe middle of AprU. The 
doctor gave little hope of his recovery. Od the 
tv6Qt7-third of the month, Mr. Ament writes of hia death 
after five veeka of saffiering. "He talked beantifDlly 
and the spirit of heaven was abont him." 

On the 30th of AprU, a Ghristiaii Endeavor oonventioQ 
vaa held in Peking. Dr. Francis E. Clark, with his wife 
and BOD, were present It was Mr. Ameot's privilege to 
do mnoh of the interpr^ation into Chinese for Dr. Clark, 
both at Peking and TienlsiD. At the convention held in 
Tientsin, Dr. Ament was elected president of the North 
China Christian Endeavor Union. 

Early in May Prof. O. F. Wright of OberliD passed 
throQgh Peking. He preached on 8anday, May 6th, and 
went on next day to Kalgan. Dr. Clark had paid a visit 
to Pao Ting Fn and had retomed. 

"The Boxer Bobble" of which Dr. Ament had for- 
merly written refosed to bnrst at the tooch of any diplo- 
matic wizard. On the first of May, he writes, "The 
Boxers are becoming a serions menace in all North China. 
A spark might stir ap a mighty oooflagration." 

Piking, May ip, zgoo. 
My dear Mary : 

Back from another Boxer excursion and my report to 
Mr. Conger was at the Tsnog Lt Yamen in less than an hour, 
180 
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and produced, according to Mr. Conger, an impression which 
will lead to some movement. In fact the Boxers are assuming 
large proportions and taking deliant attitudes, so that the gov- 
ernment is finally frightened. In Cho Chou many Catholics 
have been killed and chopped to pieces. At Kung Ts'un, ten 
milea Erom Cbo Chou, two Proteitants were killed and thrown 
into the river. They were London Mission people. 

At Cho Chou we found the official in such a state of ftight 
because we were atone in the chapel. He asked as a personal 
favor that we leave at once. When we called upon him in the 
evening be did not dare to have us leave by the front way, so 
we returned to the chapel by way of his kitchen and hone sheds. 
We were told that there were three hundred Boxers in the north 
suburb who had just returned from chopping up four Catholics 
only ten li distant. 

In the region of Huai Lai, fifty li beyond, sixty-one Catho- 
lics had been killed and we learned in the morning that troops 
had passed en route to that place, as usual in China, reaching 
the place after the people had been killed and the Boxen had 
scattered. I learn that in nearly every instance where the 
people have been killed, it is bet^usc of some old grudge. It 
is showing people the value of a good reputation. Even the 
London Mission chapel-keeper was killed, it is said, because 
he had used too strong words concerning the Boxers. Stelle 
and 1 Mt the next morning as we could do nothing and might 
make matters worse for our people who are in hiding. 

The anniul meeting of the misaioQ was held as Dsoal at 
ToDg-cbow. The missioDariee from Shantnog, perhaps 
nnconadons of the perils eo roate, had safely arrived. 
Miss Qertrade Wyckoff, detained at Tientsin, had seen a 
stranger at the Feng Tal station. later it was known 
that Dr. and Mrs. Hodge were those she had seen, and 
they were en roots for Fao Ting Fa. Their fHends had 
not forewarned them. Fonr days later rail oommimica- 
tion with Pao Ting Fa was ont off. 

7^»g-eAow, May 2p, 1900. 
Mv DEAR Mary : 

Our meetings are going on nicely, but outude affairs 
seem to be going from bod to worse. Miss Russell sends a 
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tnessengcr to say that Feng Tu, the nearest station, has been 
bonied and one foreigner has eacaped to Peking, being bad)/ 
cut Tboosands of Boxers are nearing Peking and it is said 
the telegti^b wires have been cut. I am not certain that this 
letter wiU reach you ss the mail did not go last evening. Three 
Uetbodist bmilies have been murdered near Pa Cbou only 
twenty li fFOm our station at Nan Meng. Mr. Pitkin writes 
frcnn Fao Ting Fu that he dares not come and leave the station. 
I preached the annual sermon last Sunday in Chinese, and 
Mr. Smith took me aside after it and told me bow much he 
enjoyed my jHeaching, It was a new sermon on Isaiah tl : 
"The vision of God and its effects." The foreign ministaa 
have a meeting in Peking to^iay to take measures to compel 
the yamen to wake up to the situation. We await the result 
with some anxiety. Only God knows what is in the immediate 
future. A slight rain will do some good and if God would 
send a copious shower it might do more than armies. We 
shall have a splendid addition to our preaching force in Li Pen 
Yuan and Wang Wen Shun. They are both in good spirits and 
harmonious with my general ideas of work. Fen Ch'i, (me of 
our boys, died last night. Too much study, too litde exercise. 

Tung-eh«w, June i, igoo. 
Dear Mart: 

I have so driven doring this week of meetings that I 
could not find time to write to yon. We are still untouched 
by the fiends in human shape, as these Boxers are proving them- 
selves to be. The Tao Tai has sent soldiers to guard the col- 
\e^. They were a sorry lot and brought no guns, saying they 
proposed to persuade the Boxers to leave us alone if they came. 

It seemed quite certain that we were singled out for attack 
once or twice, and Roberts and I were appointed to go into 
the city and help protect our place. The Chinese were in a 
great fright and something must be done. 

Our Peking field has been badly harried by the enemy and 
God only knows when our work will ever get into shape again. 
Our Nan Meng people are pouring into Peking and our peo[de 
are practically refugees everywhere. 

Foreign scddieis are now in Peking to the number of three 
hundred; more are ready to come unless the yamen moves 
quickly. The f(»eign ministers did not leave the yamen until 
9 A. H. on Thursday, wwking to get permimon for soldiers to 
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be sent, and finally sayiog that soldiets will be sent whether 
we get permission or not. Then the railroad refused to take 
the soldiers and they were coming by boat, but finally the rail- 
road gave in and there was no special opposition in Peking. 
The Boxers are evidently preparing for some large move and 
no one can predict what is in the immediate fiitmv. Our 
chapel in Nan Meng is now a Boxei encampment aad perbape 
Cho Chou is in the same condition, as we have beard nothing 
for a week or so. 

We have had very pleasant meetings this year. I never en- 
joyed an annual meeting more. Perhaps it is in part because 
I have had bo little to do, being only on the devotional com- 
mittee. Every one seems in a serious state of mind and beait, 
and the Boxers may sweep us all out of existence. 

Four p. u., Saturday, June ad. — Terrible news has come in 
from Nan Meng of the murder of Catholic Christians and the 
looting of the homes of several of our people. They do not 
seem to be so incensed against the Protestants as against the 
Catholics, and do not kill our people except in speoal cafo^ 
where they resist, or have enemies. 

Sunday evening, June 3d. — We have had a quiet day. 
Tewksbury and Ingram went to Peking to see Mr. Conger and 
see if anything can be done to protect the people in Kalgan, 
also to see if an escort could be provided for Roberts who has 
received a telegram from Sprague which said ' ' Boxers threaten- 
ing. Roberts come quick." I think we shall get through with 
our business to-morrow so that I can go to Peking on Tuesday. 
I suppose our hill houses are in danger and the Ingram house 
has been robbed. The United States flag is flying from the 
Tewksbury house in this yard. Some think it will do more 
harm than good. It looks a little defiant, as though we were 
a kingdom inside China. Of course that is me of the charges 
they make. 

Tewksbury and Ingram are back. No foreign soldiers can 
come to Tung-chow. Thirty cngincos at Pao Ting Fu started 
for Tientsin by boat and seven are missing. They had a terri- 
ble time and many are wounded. Cossacks have been sent to 
bring in the missing men, if they can be found. Thousands 
of Boxers are gathering at Cho Chou, and say they are going 
to march on Peking and Tung-chow, then Tientsin, till all f(^- 
dgners are gone. No foreign government seems to want to 
take a hand in the affairs of China. A telegram from Wash- 
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iDgton has come ioquiring for Mr. Horace T. PitkiD. It is 
our Pitkin who is safe (dc !) at Pao Ting Fu. 

We celebrated the Lord's Supper this evening, and out heaits 
and minds were soothed by coming in contact with the pure 
Boul of Christ. The aioma of His life seemed to fill the room 
and for a moment the sounds and turmoil of this world were 
ket in the groiring glwy of Christ. We have a refuge here, 
which none can inrade and we are safe in Him. Do not be 
uudous about me. 



These were anxious days in America for those having 
fk-iondii in North China. Mra. Ament bad gone to Ob^lin 
to consult with others who were as anxions as henelfL 
The misdonariei who fled from Pel Tal Ho arrived 
safely at Ghefoo. A telegram porportiDg to come from 
Bev. Fred Brown at Ohefoo mentioned Mr. Ament as 
having arrived there. The mistake was made by in- 
clodlng Dr. Ament's name in the list of those who 
escaped. Hr. Brown left Peking on the early train 
JuM 4lhf the last train before the destmction of the rail- 
road, after which it was impossible to withdraw, A 
ptu^ of refugees in Shantung reached Cb^oo on the 
4th of Joly. A cable arrived the next day asking for 
news regarding Dr. Ament, Professor Wright and others. 
The answer to this was ; " Ament and Whiting still in 
Peking; Professor Wright on his way throngh Man- 
ohoria." 

Britiih Ltgatian, Peking, July 30, igoo. 
Dear Mary : 

I did cot write you for weeks after beginning this, as 1 
never had a quiet spot in which to write. Where shall I b^in 
and what shall I write ? You will hardly believe that it is now 
just forty days since we have been shut up in this legation 
with no communication with the outside world. I can hardly 
remember when I wrote last to you. It must have been some 
time early in June. I have been dreaming for a mouth or 
more. Let me go back to the beginning. Mission meeting 
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dosed June 4th. The following day, Tuesday, I went to 
Peking, but many of the ladies did not dare leave because of 
the Boxer troubles. They were murdering and burning only 
ten or more miles from Tung-chow. On Thursday there came 
a strong telegram to Mr. Conger saying that the people in 
Tung-chow were in great danger and requesdng an escort of 
marines to bring them to Peking, They also wanted twenty 
cans. Mr. Conger did not feel as though he could spare the 
marines as he had so small a force. So I hired fifteen carts, 
borrowed a double-barrelled shotgun of Allardyce and went as 
escort to the carts, as otherwise they would not have gone. 
We reached Tung-chow in safety about 1 1 p. m. and left Friday 
before daybreak. We reached Peking about eight o'clock and 
went to the Methodist Mission, as that was the appointed 
rendezvous for Protestant missionaries. The college premises 
at Tung-chow as well as the city residences were left without a 
soul in them. It looked like deserting a sacred trust and I 
ofiered to go back, and stay alone to defend them, but they all 
protested and we left the property to its fate. On the following 
day the houses were looted by Chinese soldiers from Tung-chow 
— not Boxers— and were burned soon after by Boxers. So went 
up in smoke those beautiful buildings erected at so much ex- 
pcDsc of time, money and love. 

Id Peking our poor Christians began to pour in Irom the 
country stations. Deacon Liu of Cho Chou came with a broken 
kne^ji, as in running from the Boxers he had fallen from 
the Cho Chou wall aad broken his knee. A Tung-chow helper 
was brought with half his face and hands dreadfully burned. 
Mr. Conger sent to the Methodist enclosure twenty marines to 
act as guard and Mi. Gamewell set to work to fortify the 
premises. Our people moved down, schoolgirls and all except 
myself and a few Christians, old Helper Hang and others. 

On Tuesday June i3th a strange Chinese gentleman came to 
Teng Shih K'ou, and told me we foreigners were all to be 
killed. He told me he had accidentally met me twice, was 
pleased with me, and wanted to offer me an asylum in his 
grain shop. I thought this was very kind for a heathen and a 
stranger. I was the last missionary still out of the rendezvous 
and they kept sending me messages to get in as soon as pos- 
sible. On Wednesday, June 13th, at 4 p. m. Ewing sent me 
an imperative message, as there was certain information of an 
attack that evening. I hired a cart, put in a few things and 
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told my boy to push my bicycle ahead of me as I set out. 
The streets were filled with an excited crowd and my bicycle 
dtew attention. I did not know as we should be able to get 
thiough. I had succeeded in purchasing a repeating rifle and 
a good revolver and was well armed. Our guards had been 
out and had shot in a temple about forty Boxers engaged in 
cutting to pieces several Christians. Mot a Boxer escaped from 
that temple. I reached the Methodist Episcopal compound in 
safety. About seven o'clock there was a tremendous damor at 
the Ha Ta Gate and we were told that the Boxers had entered 
the city, and we must prepare. Our soldiers formed a line in 
" Filial Piety " Lane and charged the Boxers who ran on to 
the great street, but as no fbrdgneis had been attacked our 
marines did not think they had a right to fire on the crowd. 
The Boxers set fire to the street chapel and then went north- 
ward to the London Mission, then Kou-lan Hu Tung, and 
then Teng Sbih K'ou. All were burned that night. In fact 
all abandoned fomgn places were burned that night, Miss 
Douw's place, Anglican Mission, West City London Mission, 
blind asylum, Presbyterian Mission — two places, our North 
Chapel, Fifth Street premises, and every place where foreigners 
were accustomed to do business, money shops and alL The 
devil was let loose. Our people were chopped to pieces and 
men and women who escaped came to the Methodist Episcopal 
Mission wringing their hands over lost ones. Stxne had 
marvellous escapes, as Mis. Yin and Li Fen Yuan and family, 
which some day will be written up. The Catholic churches 
all went except the cathedral, which was guarded by French 
and Italian marines. The legations had their guards, but all 
felt uneasy, as all the foreign soldiers together did not number 
400. We fortified the large Methodist Episcopal chapct, mak- 
ing it a regular fort and stocked it with provisions. Trenches 
were dug about it and barbed wire fences put up. Our Chris- 
tians were in the premises of the girls' school, but the girls 
slept every night in the chapel, as did many of the foreign 
ladies. Soon we learned that the railway was destroyed, and 
the tel^raph wires all cut and bridges burned. So we were 
entirely shut off from the world. Thousands of armed Boxers 
surrounded us. We learned that the government took the side 
of the Boxers and woe lending their aid. Ships at Taku 
landed t.joo noarines hastily, and started them for Peking and 
reached the half-way point — Ho Hsi Wu — when fhjm conlinu- 
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ous fighting their Bminunition gare out and they were obliged 
to return to Tientsin. Our ships attacked the Taku ftots and 
the Chinese government declaied war on all foreigners. Did 
such a mad act ever emanate from intelligent men? The 
crisis was reached when Baron Von Kettelei, en route to the 
Tsung li Yamen, June 19th, waa killed and his inter(xeter, 
Cordcs, was severely wounded. By great exertions and 
miraculous preservation Cordcs succeeded in reaching the 
Methodist Episcopal Mission where the German marines found 
him. 

On June 30th Captain Hall, United States Marines, told us 
we' must leave the mission to go to the British Legation, leav- 
ing our Christians and taking only what we could carry in our 
hands. We all refused to leave our people and resolved to 
share our fote together. Then arrangements were made to care 
for our Christians in the Fu of Prince Su, just opposite the 
British Legation. Then we started Irom the mission, a long 
and sad procession. We did not know but that we should be 
compelled to go to Tientsia as best we could oveiland. 

Pao Yu's mother, liu Nai Nai, is not known to be alive, 
and BO I^to Yu clung to me and helped me take food and 
clothes, also Brother Tung, of Cho Chou, shared with me. It 
was a hot, dusty day and many with litde children were tired 
out in getting to Legation Street. We found that our minister! 
had resolved that we should not start for Hentsin to be 
murdered. Now it occurred to me that as we had left every- 
thing at the Methodist Episcopal Mission, if we stayed in 
Peking we ought to get that stuff. I proposed to go back to the 
mission, but no one would go with me, and s^d my life would 
pay the penalty. I finally decided to take the risk, I reached 
the lane in safety and climbed over the wall and found some 
Manchu soldiers in possession. They were as scared as I was, 
but I told them not to fire, gave them a silver bill, and got 
their help to get out things. The first .thing I took was my 
chainless bicycle, which saved my strength in riding back and 
fMth. The soldiers agreed to take charge of the premises 
while I went back to Legation Street. I collected all the 
Chinese and foreigners that I could and we went back and 
succeeded in saving a great many trunks and canned goods, for 
which the ladies were duly grateful to me. 

All the l^;ations were to concentrate at the British Legation, 
bnt I spent the first night on a lounge at our own l^ation. 
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There was great confusion at the British Legation and all the 
missionaries had to be stowed away in the chapel. The ladies 
and children at least were there, and the men slept wherever 
they could. I found a dry comer in the garret of the chapel, 
which I swept out and have slept there ever since. The 
whole garret is now occupied by missiODaries, Tcwksburjr, 
Chapin, Fcnn, Smith, Ewing and otheis. 1 have thus escaped 
wetting from rains which have injured the health of others. 

Our Chinese ChriRians were housed in Prince Su's palace 
and were comfortable till the Boxers discovered them and made 
frantic efforts to kill them. The Japanese marines have pro- 
tected them and in so doing ten men have been killed besides 
noany of the Christians. Mr. James secured the place and in 
■o doing lost his life. As he was retumicg from the palace to 
the British Legation he made a mistake and went round by 
the bridge over the canal where he was taken prisoner by 
Chinese soldiers and it is reported that he was beheaded. We 
all r^et his loss, as he was public spirited and fertile in 
resources for the good of all. Dr. Morrison, correspondent of 
the London TYmes, is determined that the ifumly of Professor 
James shall secore a large indemnity. 

Now I cannot write all the puiiculara of our siege. We 
came here June aotb and for twenty-six days we fought night 
and day for our lives. We were about 800 foreigners, half 
civilians, half marines. Our lines extended from the French 
Legation on the east to the Russian Legation on the west. Of 
course our fortifications were too extended for our small force. 
The Udies made sand-bags all day and we made barricades at 
night. They tried to burn us up and in so doing burned the 
Han Lin Yuan and many valuable buildings. They tried to 
mine and blow us up but we countermined. They did blow 
up the best part of the French Legation. We have, lost sixty- 
five men by death, and over one hundred wounded. Only one 
missionary has been hurt thus far. Gilbert Reid was shot in 
the leg below the knee. He ia about at the present time. I 
have been under fire, but have not been injured. Four foreign 
babies have died, including Mrs. Inglis' dear baby who loved 
me. Many children axe ailing. We have had only horse meat 
for weeks and it is poor at that. We are out of milk and many 
of the necessaries of life. I have been on guard daily in the 
sun from 2 to 4 p. H. You know how hot it is here. I sup- 
pose J drank too much cold water and found myself down with 
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bowd trouble. Mn. Tewksbury was my good angel and gave 
me what could be found for my comfort. 

We have had a truce now of about two weeks' duration and 
Chinese soldiers, for the soke of money, have scAd us ^gs and 
some vegetables. These are doled out to sick people and hence 
roy supply. It is a strange anomaly ; people who one day are 
trying to murder us the next day will sell as eggs for four or 
five Bmes the regular price. In fact the Emperor sent oui 
ministers two cart loads of watermelons. Some one suggested 
that as we could not be killed with bullets they wanted to kill 
us with cholera. We have kept in wonderful health consider- 
ing that so many sleep on brick flocks and have so much im- 
proper food, poorly cooked. 

The ministers of the eleven nations are cooped up here and 
bave to take the chances with the rest of us. Austria, Holland, 
England, Germany, Belgium, Japan, Spain, France, Russia, 
United States of America, and Italy, all have missions, and most 
of them legation guards. All the legations are practically in a 
state of wreck. It is a sad sight to see in the German Legation 
the fine buildings torn to pieces by shot and shell. The 
Empress kindly (?) would not allow her soldiers to use the 
largest cannon as they might injure the people beyond in the 
southern city. The Chinese always fire too high, and many 
of their shots must have done great damage to their own peo> 
pie. I suppose our troops are now en route from Tientsin, 
coming to our rescue. Perhaps you know more about that 
than I do. 

We are suiroanded by enemies on all ddes ; only an oc- 
casional messenger can creep through. Li Chin Fang, our 
tvfghtest college boy in Tung-chow, bravely volunteered to go 
as messenger to Tientsin, and has not been heard of since. 
Donbtless he has been killed. The first and most reliable mes- 
s^e was brought by a poor little bc^ from our front chapel 
day-school, whom I picked up in the street. He got through 
to Tientsin and back in seventeen days, played the part of a 
hero, brought back important information, and now the general 
committee of safety talk of putting a thousand dollars in my 
hands with which to educate the boy. He is now sitting near 
me in nice clean clothes and is not spoiled by all the attention 
Jie receives. 

I have just made up our list of losses for Peking station of 
the American Board, and the total foots up to ^71,000 gold. 
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Word comes to-day of hard fighting near Tientsin, and tbe 
Peking Ga*ettt reports s victory for the Chinese. The same 
GoMttU report! thJU the two ministers of the yamen wmewhat 
fovorable to foreigners — one ex-minister to Russia — have been 
beheaded without trial. So it goes. Patriotism is at a dii- 
count in this wretched land. 

We learn that the ladies have left Tientsin, mostly going to 
Japan. The " Snipers " are at work, and though we are at 
truce, the Chinese continue to snipe any neglectful foreigners 
or nadvei. We are strengthening our outposts, August ad, 
and preparing for the worst, as it is possible the beaten Chinese 
troops will try to exterminate us. Pastor Jen, Li Pen Yuan, 
Wang Wen Shun and Chang T'ing Kuei are with us to our 
great joy. Helpers T'ang, Old Hung, Pastor Hung aikd 
Deacons Wang and Kuo are outside and their fate is unl^own. 
Word comes i^ Boxer outbreak as far away as Shansi, and it is 
feared that missionaries throughout the empire have been 



August 4th.^Two messengers have crept through and bring 
letters from Tientsin. July ^rst Japanese troops, 1,500 
United States, 4,500 Italian soldiers are to come to our rescue. 
I certainly hope they will not delay on the road, as I am tired 
of bone meat and coarse porridge. Many are sick and 
the hot weather is prostrating many children. The smell 
of dead bodies is fnrful near the gates, as many Chinese, 
also dead dogs, hones, etc., are still unburied, and we 
are not safe in getting where they are. I am gathering 
in "confiscated goods" and distributing to needy Chinese. 
The selfish side of human nature comes out in the work as- 
signed me. Good garments are greedily called for, and many 
want more than their share. I am afraid that too serious a 
draft is made on my religion, and I am growing callous and 
cynical. I must go now and hold morning prayers in the 
chapel, invited by Miss Andrews, who has charge (k that work. 

August 7th. — Idst night quite a sharp attack was made on 
us notwithstanding the truce. The Chinese seem afraid that 
we will break out and escape. It is rumored that they are 
hiring carts and expect to pack us 800 people off to Tientsin. 
They do not know that we have made up our minds not to go 
till the troops arrive. It is possible that we shall have to fight 
for our lives if we remain. We are having quiet days in gen- 
eral but life in the l^ation is exceedingly monotonous. 
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Yesterday was Sunday and I was to preach to our assembled 
Chinese. I was ill and had to give it up. We are in doubt as 
to our future. If we get out inoet of the missiODarics talk of 
going home as they have no place to go to here and have no 
clothiDg<^ uticlcs for housekeeping. As I am only a "shining 
stick," 1 think 1 shall remain here and gather up the fragments 
that are left 

August itth. — I have bad no oi^ttunity to write the last 
few days. The heat is intense, rains are rather frequent and 
duties onerous. Daily attacks arc sdU made and I have stood 
till two days ago when my post was dosed. A better one was 
opened near by, a cannon mounted and marines put in charge. 
So I was set free to my great reUef. My committee work of 
disposing of "confiscated" or "looted" goods has kept me 
busy. These goods I had to arrange and have sold at auctioa ; 
oftot many garments had to be given to the poor Christians. 
Our auction — Herring, auctioneer — netted about |8oo, Mexi- 
can, which will doubtless be distributed among the poor Chris- 
tians. I am called the friend of all, as wbm any one wants 
anything he asks of me. 

Out troc^ are reported half way or more to Peking and are 
fighting their way up. An occasional messenger has crept 
tbivugh oar lines. The Boxers are losing their courage and 
dispersing to thdr homes taking off their costumes. They are 
a set of cowards and well merit the punishment they will re- 
ceive. Just think of it 1 The people of twelve nations have 
been shut up in this legation for eight weeks, fed on horse meat 
and poor rice, and have all run down in h^klth. Six babies 
have died, and sixty men have been kilted and one hundred 
and twenty wounded. This work is still going on and we are 
nearing the twentieth century ! Mr. Conger told me to-day 
that on the arrival of the troops he would see that we— our 
mission — had given over to us that Mongol Fu — palace — just 
cast of us on Teng Shih K'ou. Ewing will go home and per- 
haps the ladies. Possibly the Tcwksburya will remain in Pe- 
king temporarily. Most all of the missionary body will leave. 
It will take some time to settle political complications. 1 do 
not suppose that much missionary work can be done for a year 
or twa Our poor people — those who are saved — not many, 
must be settled in homes and efforts made to secure indemnity 
for them as well as for ourselves. My heart bleeds for them. 
They are aliens in their own country and pronounced as 
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"bandit8" by imperial decree. Deacon Wan is reduced to 
poverty and one child has starved during the si^e, I imagine 
that the stwiea we shall hear on leaving this place will harrow 
our hearts. There hai been no such horrible persecution since 
the days of Nero. Even he did not think of all the forms of 
mutilaticm to which the Boxers have subjected our people. 

August itith.— Praise the Lord 1 Two days ago, the 14th, 
we were relieved. The first soldiers to enter the city were the 
Sikhs from India, then the Americans. Our people were first 
at the gate, but the fighting fell to them, and they came in 
tired and fagged, as the T4th was one of the hottest days in 
the history of the world. The Empress was allowed to escape, 
as there is a dissension among the allied forces, as always 
bappeui. I saw our American troops storm the three gales of 
the imperial city. The Chinese made quite a fight bnt our 
cannon discomfited them. Volumes could be written. I was 
very busy getting ready to leave the legation, as Sir Claude 
MacDonald seemed to want our room for officers of the Brit- 
ish army. I picked out the Mongol palace just east of our 
former residence. They were all Boxers and if seen would be 
shot. Most of our people are going away and I feel lonesome. 
I am tired out. Have not taken my clothes off for some time 
and the heat is terrific. Then I have no clothes, and my one 
pair of shoes are dropping from my feet. I have not w<hii a 
linen collar or shirt for two months and feel as rough as our 
soldiers look. 

Well, we are free, for the present at least. I am under the 
Japanese fiag in this part of the city ; may soon be under the 
flag of Russia. The political situation is very complicated and 
I see no light at present. Perhaps Peking will be a desert be- 
fore they get through with it. The Japs, Russians and Hin- 
doos are a greedy set and steal and break into honses on alt 
sides. "Hell has broken loose" and "war is' hell," even 
when civilized. The Chinese will expiate their »ns in blood 
and the old empire will gradually come to the new light. 
Our General Chaffee is not friendly to missions and is a 
rough, griszled warrior to whom I am not drawn. He baa 
that kind of conceit you often find in men of his training. It 
is late and I must ride the horse formerly belonging to the 
Boxer prince ova to the British Legation, and sec if this 
letter can go. There is no postal service and all say letters 
can only go once in two weeks. Foreigners all killed by 
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Boxen in Poo Ting Fu. It is &vlu\ to coDtemplate. Sixty 
miasioDaiics killed in Sbansi. 

Love to oU. Hugs and Icisses for my dearest ones. Ctuneie 
neighbon seem glftd to see me and I had some good things lo 
eat to-day. Ta T'ung and family all killed, six children, 
except cme boy. (This man, a quiet and lovely fellow, had 
been a servant for many years in the mission ccHnpound. He 
had married the elder daughter of the Kung family, two of 
whose bcotbers wae graduates of the college. They lived 
close to the compound in a house owned and rented to them 
by the miuionaries.) Pa Shib, the carter, and &mily are safe, 
also Deacon Ku. Ch'ang Nai Nai (a Bible woman) and dear 
old Ch'ang were kilted. Chang Hsiang, who had been a 
waahernum in the compound, was the worst of the Boxers, lor 
he knew all the pet^le. 

Yonr resurrected hnsband, 

W. S. A. 
Mk. Tbwksbury's Stort : 

In the late forenoon of August 15th (the British I-^- 
tion had been relieved oa the lutemoon of the 14th) Dr. 
Ament and I felt an immense longing to get out from behind 
the brick walls and barricades that had surrounded us for so 
many weeks. Perhaps to the neglect of r^;ular siege duties, 
we mounted the city wall at the bafkcxT the American Legation. 
Going up by the " zigzag " on the ramp, where but a few days 
before we would have been the target of many Chinese soldiers, 
we examined with interest the defenses on top of the wall, 
where Americans and Russian and British so gallantly held in 
check the enemy for many weeks. As we passed over and 
through the barricades we watched the Chinese in the south- 
ern city crossing by the beggar's bridge. Towards the south 
lay the vast area devastated b^ the fire that destroyed the outer 
tower of the Chien-men. Hastening on towards the gate we 
saw before us the attack on the gates of the imperial city. 
Captain Riley and the United Sutes artillery with a part of the 
Ninth (?) Infantry had been stationed on the top of the Chien-men 
wall. Facing them across the open entrance passage were the 
Chinese troops, along the top of the first gate to the imperial 
city. The work of our artillery could be watched as the shots 
took effect on the marble ralustrade fronting our position. 
Volleys were interchanged at inlervals between the gates. I 
remember bow interested we were in this our first A»>k at « 
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ml fight on the put of trained ft^ces. Crouching down be- 
hind the battlements we woilted towards the centre of the 

American position. A soldier shouted at us, " You , why 

don't vou keep your heads down out of the way? A man was 
shot rjght there only a moment ago." For the moment we fot- 
got that oar position was exposed to a flank fire fitHn the west, 
from that part of the wall still occupied by the Chinese. 
Looking down under oui feet we saw blood and through the 
open gate of the Chien-mcD tower had just been carried the 
body of Captain Riley. 

liie Chinese were soon driven from their position on the first 
gate to the north and our infantry took portion in the tall 
grass of the long passageway leading fiora the Chien-men (o 
the first gate. Dr. Amcnt and I went down and lay with them 
in the grass while the artillery broke the fastenings of the gate. 
As soon as this was aoximplished the infantry in column ad- 
vanced down the passage. We followed, under the eaves ai 
the long line of granaries to the east of the road. Just as we 
reached that part of the entrance where roads branched to the 
east jand west a sweeping volley came in from the enemy. 
For this we were not prepared and accordingly ran for some 
sort of shelter. Running to the east along the line trf' the 
granaries, we rushed in to the first open door. 

For an hour or more we kept c^uite closely with the soldien 
as they forced the gates by the aid of artillery. It was at the 
third gate that we had another exciting experience. It was 
the custom to bring our cannon within fifty or one hundred 
feet ot the gate and point it directly at the place where the 

Site-bar, usually a huge log of wood, crossed on the inside, 
ur cannon-balls would pierce the gate and after a while break 
this log of wood. The gates would then be pushed open and 
the in^try march in. As this particular gate was pushed in, 
the customary long tunnel-like passage through the wall re- 
vealed itself. Not anticipating any resistance from an enemy 
within, the advance guards started through this gate tuimd. 
The colors followed and about the color sergeant were grouped 
quite a number of civilians, among whom we found ourselves. 
About half-way through the tunnel, apparently within a few 
inches of our heads, came a sudden cloud of rifle bullets from 
the enemy. The advance had been unwisely ordered, for the 
inner court was still defended. As all of us rushed back 
through the passageway I can hear now the whack of the 
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bullets as they passed afanost through onr hair and buried 
thcmselTCS in the half shut gate through which we had come I 
Several of the advance guard were wounded in this encounter. 
Skinaishers were put at work, ladders run up to the top of the 
flanking walls and the inner court cleared befcux another ad- 
vance was ordered. 

Dr. Ament and I remained with the soldiers until the attack 
on the fourth gate hod been arranged, when Major Omger 
UAd us that there was no use of remaining longer, for the 
attack was to be called off. We then returned to the Bridsh 
Legation. 

I think it was late the same afternoon that the " call of the 
open " again mastered us. This time it was to try and find 
what there might be to see of the old mission compound we 
loved so well. I never shall forget the weirdness of it all as 
we two walked slowly up the Hata Gate Street. This 
ordinarily populous street was absolutely deserted-— even 
uncanny in its vacancy. There may have been hundreds of 
eyes watching onr movements through the cracks of the shut 
doors, but we could only feel them. Apparently every one 
had fled from that part of the city, andcipating the lust of 
the conquered and the conquering. The dusk was fast com- 
ing on and I urged Dr. Ament to give up Teng Shih K'ou 
for that day. He however had little place for fear, and of 
coutse was anxious to sec what might be left ot home and 
chapel. Hastening on we rounded the corner towards Teng 
Shih K'ou and here again the strangeness of it all smote to our 
very hearts. The deserted street, the ruined chapel and com- 
pound and opposite on the further comer a burning lumber 
yard I Dr. Ament suggested chat we push into the Fei Le Fu, 
the premises of a. Mongol duke, adjoining our mission com- 
pound. This was known to have been a Boxer rendezvous. 
We threw open the outside gate and rushed into the outer 
court, not knowing what resistance we might meet. Only the 
dead body, perhaps of one of the gatemen, lay in our way. 
One of the rooms of the inner court seemol umost a small 
arsenal. We secured what guns and ammunition we might 
need, then tried to plan what was best to do. It was fast 
getting dark, but evidenQy this compound would be an emi- 
nenUy suitable place in which to care for the Chinese ref- 
ugees of the Peking mission, when on the morrow it would 
become necessary for them to leave their siege quarters near 
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the British L^adon. It was fitting not only becanae it wai 
near the ruined mission compound, but whose home would 
bettet accommodate the persecuted Christians than that of one 
of the dukes who was responsible for the Boxer terror that had 
destroyed their homes and martyred their families and frioids I 

Dr. Ament, brave as always, insisted on remaining through 
the night in tlie Fu, bo that no one else might take possession 
<rf the houses. This did not appeal to me as wise, especially 
as my own family was at the British L^ation and, not knowing 
where we were, would be caused needless anxiety. I therefore 
returned alone to the l^ation and informed Major Conger of 
Dr. Ament's location and hopes. Major Conger did not feel 
that he could give a guard that night to so distant an outpost 
He asked me, however, to lead a detachment of Amerioui 
soldiers to Pei Le Fu and either Mng in Dr. Ament or make 
sure that he understood that if he remained it was at his own 
risk. We found him sitting peaceahiy in the arsenal of the 
Fa, but the commander of the guard finally convinced the 
brave fellow that nothing wonld be lost by returning for the 
night to the legation. 

On ibt next day Dr. Ament and I found Oiat we were to be 
the two American Board leaders who were to remain to care 
for our Chinese refugees, arrange for the indemnities and pos- 
sibly lay again the foundations of our Peking and Tung-chow 
compounds and mission work. With Miss Russell, Mr. Stelle 
and the Peking native Christians he took up his task at the 
Pei Le Fu. With Dr. and Mrs. Smith, several of the tingle 
ladies and our Tung-chow refugees, I was allowed to take pos- 
session of the YQ-wang-fu and there take up our work in the 
reconstruction period. Many times in the days and months 
that followed did we meet new and unlooked-for problems and 
often discussed them together. His strong stiudy common 
sense and utter fearlessness, as he pushed boldly through the 
unattractive wastes of Chinese official promises and deUys 
brought him finally through to victory for his persecuted flock. 
He won for them homes and protection and new friends. Few 
himself he sought no reward, but found it a thousandfold in the 
love of those be helped and in the respect and honor of those 
he had to compel to help. 

The following lettar has its special interest as beUig Um 
first oae definitely dated from the weU-knowo Fa. 
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Mongol Fu, Peking, Aug. 20, igoo. 

I>tULMABT: 

I am settled in this old Fu. Miss Haven, Miss Russell 
and Miss Sheffield are here for the present, Stelle has come to 
remain, dear old boy that he is. 

The political situation is unsettled. Riusiaaa and Japanese 
are supposed to be at enmity. The Russians have already be- 
gun to dear up this east side of the city and socKi things will 
be^a to put on a new face. Pillaging goes on all the time and 
the city is desolate in her ruins. I have here about two hun- 
dred Christian refugees, poOT worn persecuted ones whom I am 
feeding on food taken from the rich bunilies near by. Ther 
ought to suffer in view of all the misery the^ have created. 
To-morrow morning early the first batch of foreiirners will 
leave Peking for Tientsin under escoat of United States ma< 
noes. In two weeks' time there will hardly be a foreign lady 
or child in Peking. The customs ladies are all leaving. I 
have suddenly developed into a man of influence as I have 
charge fA the Fu, and the neighbors treat me as though I were 
a prince. They have luought me in eggs, chickens, ducks, 
and grapes galore. They taste good to a tongue grown used 
to hrase meat and poor rice. Our pow people come in with 
their tales of woe wluch would break a heart of stone. Uany 
have been killed and I shall act as avenger if I can meet the 
In^tes in hnman form. No one thinks diat mercy should be 
shown ^em. When I am rested I will write more folly. 
Arthur Smith will be the historian of this historic period. I 
hope he will do it well, though his views are pessimistic. 
P^ing is a medley of nations and no such sights are vinbte in 
any part of the world. The city may be reduced to a desert 
Jt looks that way now. Two thousand eight hundred Germans 
are coming north and shooting every man, woman and child 
they meet. They can hardly ht blamed, as their minister was 
shot dead in such a dastardly way. Our people have stood 
well and deserve die support and care which I am now giving 
them. Only this w<»d wan. 

Pei Lt Fu, Aug. 35, iffOO. 
Dear Masv: 

I am driven with work in looking after my refugee 
Christians; about two hundred inallareinmychaige. Tung- 
chow people are in anotiier pUce. The Rusaao soldien an 
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ravishing the women and committing horrible atrocities. Very 
little redress. Stelle is with me. The city is stagnant and 
only very slowly are people coming out of hiding. I shall soon 
begin some punitive measures on Boxers. China seems a 
ruined country. We may all have to leave. Our people from 
the country and the region of Shantung come with horrible 
stories of Boza cruelties. Our churches are simply wiped out. 
Only a snudl remnant will remain. We must reconstruct as 
best we can. We find buried silver in good quantities and 
plenty of grain, so that our people have plenty to eat and to 
wear. D^con Wan is the only roan who can live in his own 
house. Kuang and wife were both killed. Boxen made little 
distinction between good and bad. Some of our worst peo[de 
are gone and some ^ our best. Ta T'ung, wife and six clul- 
dren were lulled. Some of the old schoolgirls arc killed. 
We have a remnant of twenty girls left with us. Most are 
from Pao Ting Fu. Sixty-one foreigners were killed in Shansi ; 
doubtless our whole mission there was wiped out. Pao Ting 
Fu is a desert. The foreign soldiers will not leave for some 
months perhaps. The powers are divided in counsel and little 
is being done to settle matters. We can only hold on to our 
fragments and wait. 

August ayth. — I am trying to write you a daily letter but am 
too driven to think of anything but crushing duties. The 
cemetery was despoiled by Boxers. Mr. Mateer and other 
newly buried bodies were dug up and burned by Boxers. I 
am going out to see, as Mrs. Mateer is wild to know the Eacta 
before she leaves. Everything is in confusion. The women 
are afraid of the Russian soldiers. The devil is atooad. New 
refugees in this morning. Went to see the cathedral en route. 
The Catholics suffered more than we did. All in distress. 
No union among the powers and no light in the darkness as yet. 

August 38th. — To-day foreign troops entered the forbidden 
city. Civilians were not suffered to be present, but I secured 
a pass from Mr. Conger and with Miss Haven, Miss Russell 
and Miss Sheffield, went on to the coal hill where we had a 
magnificent view. Troops of seven nations went through the 
city from north to south. Only a few eunuchs were oq the 
premises. It was a grand sight and one to be remembered. 
Am still busy buying, getting grain, as we may see a famine 
next spring. Boxers still busy at Cho Chou. My mouth is 
still sore from scurvy contracted in l^ation during siege. We 
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bad so few vegetables that nearly all foreigneis are suffering in 
that way. Neighbors who desire my protection still bring in 
cbickens, c^gs, ducks, etc. We are quite well provided for 
the winter. I tliiiik I have grain enough for my nearly two 
hundred Christians to last for the winter. I have worn myself 
oul in that service. One of Ta T'ung's children has been 
fouQit and will be brought in this evening. Villagers are be- 
ginning to offer to restore houses so far as they can. Boxer lead- 
ers must be sought out and punished so far Eta possible. I shall 
b^in in that line soon. It would not be right for such men to 
remain nnpunished. No decision as yet as to disposition of the 
Empress or the political future of China. Am very busy and 
tired. 

August agth. — Now that we are freed from the Boxers, the 
burden of our lives is the Russian soldier. He comes io at 
pleasure, bandies our things and oiakcs himself generally dis- 
agreeable. It is our misfortune to be under Russian jurisdic- 
tion. To-day I found in a loft, where the fwmer owners of 
this place kept their valuables, four watches, some sycce and 
oceans of jewelry. We shall get it all over in the strong-toom 
of the American Legation as soon as possible. 

Jul Hsi has returned and said white acting as a beggar at the 
Northwest Gate he saw nine Presbyterian Christians killed, 
among them Feng Lin's fiancte. One was not dead and asked 
for water when a soldier ran her through with bis sword. Sol- 
diers and Boxers were all the same. Humanity shudders at 
the atrocities. Yet Russia, indeed none of the powers, feels 
called upon to avenge the slaughtered saints. I am just off to 
see Mr. Conger, to see if we are to submit to the insults of the 
Russians. Perhaps a guard can be placed in our gateway. At 
any rate something must be done, or I may hurt some one, 

I send you a letter written by a neighbor, student of the 
Tung Wen Kuan (Dr. Martin's former college). No letter 
from you since die one received June 4th. Do you imagine 
my hunger ? 

Good-bye. Love and kisses from your old husband. It will 
soon be two years since I left your cheering presence. 

Peking, Aug. as, 1900. 
Dear Dr. Ahbnt : 

Many thanks for your protecting the members of my 
family, thirty-one iu number including the servants. During 
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these last few days I have been ordered by my superior officers, 
their Excellencies Kun Kang, Chicg Hsio, Huo Te, Ah Ke 
Tan, Ma Tung, Shih Hsu, and Wen Lien, the ministeis at the 
Tsung Li Yamen, and different boards. They desire me to in- 
terpret their language to the ministers of foreign powers. First 
of ail they made an apology for my government, second they 
ask favors of foreign ministers, and generally for the Chinese 
creatures. Since I have no leisure to learn lecture from you, I 
beg to ask what will be your convenient hour, within a few days, 
■o I may show my respect to you. Last evening when I re- 
turned home I was told by my sons that they have committed 
a sad fault because they were ignorant of Europetm custcmis. 
They thought they were right to buy some coarse rice from the 
grain shop without getting your order. Being so tired that I 
nave got no time to explain to them the rules of Western nations, 
I am sony to say that I have also committed a fault. However 
since we are under your protection and you are our kind neigh- 
bcv I hope you will forgive us. 

Yours ntost respectfully, 

WlNjlM. 
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— HtHry l^Mgimm. 
XIV 

FLOTSAM AND JETSAM IN PEKING 

Miss Russill's Nakratit£ : 

The annual meetiitg came in June and Dr. Ament vent 
U> attend one oi two important sessions. For days the church 
members had been coming in from the country, many of them 
dirty, destitute, sick, injured and as helpless as children. 
Homes, ctotfaing, food, money, hope and courage, all gone. 
One daik night one of the country church- members, who had 
two sons in the palace as servants, came to the compound and 
on learning that Mr. Ament was away came to me and said : 
" Tdl the pastor to leave the city to-morrow and take you all 
with him ; it is going to be very dreadful and unless you go 
quickly, you cannot escape." I assured him that the pastor 
would not go and leave them and added, " What about you ? " 
" Oh," said he, " it does not matter if we are killed, but if 
anything should happen to the pastors, who then would love 
the Chmese and want to work for China 7 " I assured him : 
" God would raise up others if the present friends were re- 
moved." Again and again, with tears running down his face, 
did he ui^e that we leave the city immediately. He was so 
afraid that he would not come into the house but stood on the 
porch in the shadow. Timid at that tiine, a few days later 
courage came to him to die rather than deny his Master. 

On the 6th of June the Christians in the city met at the 
American Board Mission to discuss plans and to pray for 
guidance; no one but church- members were allowed, as the 
people were afraid of spies. Flan after plan was propraed, but 
these did not meet the approval of the foreign pastors present. 
These latter did not then realize the danger in the city or the 
magnitude of the movement and felt that the Chinese were 
overanxious. It was a meeting I am sure no one could forget. 
Just before the close, Dr. Ament came in from a call at the 
American Legation and seeing the distress of the Christians, in- 
vited them idl to come to the American Board Mission and 
201 
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said: "We will live or die togetfaer. We shall not fonake 
you." These words will always be remembered by those there 
that day and the wonderful prayer by Pastor Teng of the Pres- 
byterian Mission which dosed that session gave courage to 
many who with him and his entire family were called to lay 
down their lives for the Master during the next few days. 

Dr. Ament's rescue cf the Tung-chow friends is well known, 
and many a man has been given a Victoria Cross for a less 
brave deed. He was quite unwilling to leave the American 
Board Mission and go with the others to the Methodist Mis- 
sion. He felt that he, with some of the other helpers and men 
in the printing office, could hold the place. One day when all 
alone in his study, a man bom a large grain shop came to call. 
After asking if he were alone in the house he said in a whis- 
per : " It is going to be very bad in the city and we cannot 
save the others but you come and we will hide you and protect 
you with OUT lives." This man was a frieiMl whom Dr. 
Ament had made one day by dropping in and asking ior a. 
string when his bicycle gave out near his shop. 

On Wednesday, June 13th, Dr. Ament conducted the reg- 
ular service at praycr-meeiing ; it was the last gathering of 
many, as a church. How tender and sympathetic would be 
the message of such a pastor at such a time. Four hours later 
the place was in flames, some of them struck down, the rest 
flenng from the city. About an hour before the burning of 
the missions in the city, Dr. Ament went down to the Metho- 
dist ACsdon in response to a called conference. He was 
planning to go back, when word came that the Boxers had 
entered the city and were burning the Methodist Street chapel. 
All night long the heavens were aglow with the light of burning 
homes and churches, and the noise and din A a shouting, 
frenried mob filled the ears. 

The next morning Dr. Ament, with only his cane as a 
weapon, at daylight went alone frvnn the Methodist Mission to 
his own a mile away. Going by back and side streets he 
reached the old place without many people seeing him. On 
his return he sud, in speaking of the ruin and desolation : 
" There is not enough left to make a match-box." He went 
all through the ruins to see if any one was injured that he 
could rescue. While standing at the entrance of the little 
alley leading to the mission and wondering which way to go, 
be noticed men looking at him and running towards a la^ 
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residence where many Boxers were located. Knowing that 
unless he moved quickly it would be too late he started a few 
steps down the big street, when looking up he saw a company 
of Boxers standing in the entrance of the Mongol palace jost 
to the east and seemingly waiting for him. He turned at once 
and entered a small alley just south and made his way to the 
back gate of the mission to the Mind. This was all in ruins 
and finding no one he went to the gnaX street. Walking 
quickly he heard his name called and looking round saw a boy 
who had at one time been in the boys' school, bnt had left to 
leam a trade. Because he was a Christian he had been turned 
out ot the shop and had spent the night on the street. Seeing 
Dr. Ament he asked him to take him with him which he 
accordingly did. Later on, when volunteers were asked for to 
attempt to take a message to Tientsin, be was the only one to 
respond. In speaking of it afterwards, he said, "The pastes 
Band my life and wouldn't I do anything I could to save 
his?" During the si^e. Dr. Ament was appointed to take 
charge of all Chinese clothing taken from the Chinese shops 
aod homes about the legation and to distribute what was 
needed to the destitute Chinese. A few days after the 
foreigners had removed to the British Legation, he was stand- 
ing at the gateway of the Russian Legation with six botdes of 
water in his hands, when a bullet came whizzing along and 
broke two of the bottles. This frightened him so that be 
dropped the other four. He said afterwards : " That jump 
was the highest I have ever made, I think, and I am sure it was 
a record breaker." 

The night bnt <Mie before the relief came, I walked with him 
for an hour in the compound of the legation. It was a beauti- 
ful moonlight night and all was quiet. Our hearts were most 
anxious over the Chinese Christians who had not been with as 
in the siege. "Where were they? Who were left? How 
many had been faithful ? Where should we go when we left 
the legation? How should we and the three or four hundred 
Chinese who were directly dependent on us, live? The little 
churches in the country, what o( them?" It was impossible 
for all to stay at the lq;ation alter the allies came, and Dr. 
Ament bad been talking with Mr. Conger, our American 
minister. It was decided to take possession of the large 
Mongol palace, east of the American Board Mission. This 
had been one of the strongholds of the Boxers. It was they 



itized by Google 



304 WILLUM S(X>TT AMENT 

who had bunied the American Board MissioD and killed many 
of the Protestant Christians. 

From this place we early went to our old compound. Notb- 
iDg but ruins eveiywhcre. Not a tree, not a shrub, or vine 
left. Could order ever be brought out of such desolation ? 
Ah, that night we entered into sympathy with the Jews as they 
came back from their exile and saw the destruction of homes 
and sanctuary, i shall never forget the flash of Dr. Ament's 
eyes as in response to my saying : "This place but representi 
the condition of the church ; we shall not live to see it r^ain 
what has been lost," he said, " Don't be discouraged ; in ten 
years it will have more than regained." I am glad God did 
not take him away until he had seen his piopbecy toote than 
fulfilled in less time than that. 

Peking, Sept. I, igoo. 
Dkasest Mary: 

Last evening Mr. Wdls of Tengchofu came from 
Tientsin and brought our mail which had been waiting there for 
some time. No man was ever more heartily welcomed. How 
hungry I was fat a sight of your writing, not having seen a 
word since June 4th. I just learned of your telegram which 
never reached me, getting no further than Chefoo, where it was 
piled up with hundreds of others. Your anxiety for me has 
been great. I am afraid your health has suffered. You may 
never know how wonderfully I have been sustained — good 
health, grace and spirit to do a little for others. You may see 
some time in the London Times of my rescue of the Tung- 
chow people. Dr. Morrison telegraphed it long ago and many 
have spoken to me about it. Brother Li of the North Chapel 
just comes in crying to say his wife, mother and three children 
were killed by Boxers, and property divided up. Those wretches 
and he had no feud. Gamewell covered himself with glory 
during the siege. He was onr engineer. I am intemipted aU 
the time and can only write a few words. I am holding the 
church together but a relief will come some day. We have 
about two hundred Christians whom I am carrying as they 
have neither houses nor means of livelihood. Pastor Jen is my 
right hand man and keeps the respect of all. To-morrow is 
our first communion service. Communion service plates and 
goblets were stolen by the Boxers. I have no clothes for a 
change, practically what I have is on my back — no shoes. 
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Btodungi, neckties, no tniuk. We left the Methodist Episcopal 
MissioQ with what we could cury in our hands. Fruit ii 
coming in, fyr whkh we aie glad. My scurvy mouth is well. 

Inking, Sept. 3, igoo. 

It will be just two years to-morrow since I left you and my 
heiR behind in Owossa It seems an age. Pasuge of time 
makes it no easier to be separated, but these foai people need 
me and I cannot leave them. About the time I finished your 
letter who should turn up but poor old Wen Ma and Moses- 
Willie's nurse and her grandson— who came to say that they 
had come in front the mountains where they had been hiding. 
They were a sorrowful looking set and have suffered for their 
&ith. I gave them room here and will feed them for a while. 
Four men left this morning for Cho Chou and will try and locA 
up the church-members there, also at Liang Hsiang. 

lam bosy looking after my people and hope soon to see some 
of them reinstated in their h(»nes. In some places people an 
offering to rebuild homes of Christians and restore grain and 
animals. Of course they cannot bring back the dead to Ufe. 
I cannot act as avenger in so many cases, and one may forgive 
vile rascals who pretend to repent. Still I prefer to err on the 
safe side. A man brought me last evening six mules and one 
donkey as he had no food for them — the Russians stripping'him 
of evoTthing. So his animals were starving. I gave Deacon 
li of the North Church three mules and Deacon Kuo will take 
the other three. In this way our people are getting some com- 
pensation for their looses, I have now nearly twenty horses and 
mules. Yousee the need of gathering grain. Famine may be 
on us before the winter is through. Dr. Martin is very poorly 
to-day, out of his haul till nearly noon. He » hurrying home 
to his children as he now realizes his weakness. Fruit is coming 
in now and we are supplied in every respect. I am getting a 
pillow made and may steep comfortably after three months of 
disccHofort. I may be able to get shoes and underclothes from 
the army commissary. I am very destitute. I need books, as 
I have nothing but my Bible left. 

September 8th. — Stelle, Miss Haven, Mrs. Mateer and Wells, 
Dr. Mateer's nephew, left this morning under an escort of Ameri- 
can soldien for Tientsin. Troops are preparing to spend the 
winter here. Boxer trouble is by no means past. Anywhere 
witbio twenty ^nil^ Boxers ^q ^ found and they propose to 
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keep up the ^ht. The crops aie good and fruit comes in 
abundance. Tbe city ia getting quiet thoogh the diplomats 
aecm to have settled on no " nwdus operandi." Two of oar 
people Btarted fn Cho Chou and I am afraid met Boxers neat 
Liang Hsiang and are killed. It is too bad aftei they have 
escaped so many dangers. Two COTiespondents are with us, 
one ^e son td Di. Keen, a Methodist E^acopaX preacher. 
Very pleasant men. 

God bless you all and always. 

W. S. A. 

Stptember jo, igoo. 

Gattrdl has been here bat I was out. Your present was 
beautiful, appropriate and opportune. Many thanks and em- 
txaces also to Anna and dear Willie. Everything is needed 
and in order. I can barely get along with whiu I have. Yoa 
see we left the Methodist Episcopal compound with what we 
could carry in our hands and we had to take food. I am so 
sorry you have had the terrible anxieties concerning me and 
had really given me up. I am very much alive and have been 
all the time. We should have been exterminated with a brave 
foe, but the Chinese however numerous will not attack several 
hundred anned men. At the Roman Catholic cathedral after 
a wide breach was made in the walls the Chinese were too 
cowardly to enter, though there were only four rifles to oppose 
them. Then we must not leave out our providential [Ht)lection. 
A mine has been discovered, which by some unexampled 
stupidity ran in the wrong direction and if exploded would 
have killed their own men. Did the Lord confuse their minds 
and blind their eyes? Our missionaries in Pao Ting Fu and 
Shansi have been killed, also Dr. Taylor and others whom yoa 
have not met. The final reports will fill the world with hormr. 
The Japanese section of the city ia most proeperous. Orientals 
understand each other. I may lead a punitive expedition to Sut 
Ho and Shun Yi in a few days. Two of our people have been 
chopped up lately. Murders are going on continually. Sol> 
diers must go to the country and scatter the Boxers. Slelle 
has gone to Japan. He must have a change. I am well and 
getting in food for our people during the winter. Cheer np 
and keep brave ; a better day is at band. 

Mutthute. 

W. S.A. 
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Peking, Sept. i8, igoo. 

The war is by no means over and there are Boxers gathering 
between here and Cbo Chou, and to-day or to-morrow there 
will be fighting. The English soldiers are waiting for the 
Boxen to get as many together as possible and make a big 
slaughter. Twenty miles from Peking in almost any directioa 
you can find Boxers in abundance. Our soldiers are wonder- 
fully quiet, but I think tiiere will be aggressive movement 
before long. The Misses Wyckoff are coming to stay with us 
after Mrs. Matcer and Miss Haven go away. They leave in 
two days for Tientsin. Dr. Mateer is rather impatient. The 
Tung-chow people have to leave their fine residence, as the 
Russians want it. I am glad we are in a place the Russians 
cannot covet. We are getting in provisions for the winter. 

I have been absent on an expedition tot five days. No 
letter on my return. Captain Forsythe and two hundred 
cavalry troops went — I as guide and interpreter — toSbaHoand 
other places east of Peking. We burned two Boxer head- 
quarters, destroyed some arms and brought in sixteen refugees. 
Christians who had been in hiding. It was a hard trip tat me 
and I was worked in looking up the road and getting food for 
the troops up to the limit of my strength. Crossing rivets is a 
serious matter at this season of the year. The Boxers ran like 
wild deer from us, and we found it impossible to catch them 
in the high grain. The expedition did great good in stilling 
the pec^e and causing bad people \o fear and good people 
could see how well our soldiers behaved when on the trip. 

Am called away to see about Swedish missionaries murdered 
in Shansi. Many were killed en route to Kalgan. 

About the 27th of September the bric-&-brac and other 
Taloables fonnd in the Mongol compoimd now occupied 
were offered for sale for the benefit of the destitate 
Christians. The sales amoonted to about fifteen hundred 
taels, a small amonnt considered pro rata to the several 
hundred refbgees that were being oared for. Among 
those who shared In the hospitality of Dr. Ament was the 
correspondent of the 8vn. At the time it was impos- 
sible to get foreign foods, so mnoh needed, except throogfa 
tbfi iiiiQ;^ oosunisBary. Tl)e fiorfefipoiident Uucoagh the 
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oonrte^ of the army oonld diav for saeh fimds as were 
needed, which proved a great help at the time. 

The political sitiiatioQ waa very anoertaiii. The Bos- 
Btao foroee had been suddenly withdrawn, with an nlteriw 
olgeot, and the American troope were also witlidrawn. 
But fl< y*^n tlioaaaud Gtermana were coining in and Uie 
Japanese wonld remain. 

ISiBB Bossell's narrative oontinaed : 

The conditions existing in Peking during that atnonin re- 
mind me of what Paris was at the time of the French Rcvolu- 
don. Ader the Christians had been sought out by a house to 
house inspection, there came a time of blackmail and revenge. 
This was so great that the government appointed certain places 
where alone people should be tried. So great was the disorder 
that all weddings were either put off, or conducted with litde 
ceremony, which was also true of funerals. Many besides tot- 
eigners were glad to have the soldiers from abroad. 

Day after day Dr. Ament held an impromptu court. Men 
from villages who had been guilty of destroying cither chapels, 
or the homes of the Christians, came to him. It was as good 
as a theatre to see him administer justice, and there were many 
ludicrous scenes. He was hke a father. Many of them he 
knew by name or reputation. Often, while we were at meals, 
the door would suddenly open and some one would drop on his 
knees, saying : " Forgive me, old pastor ; forgive me." Some 
he scolded roundly, especially the gentry and men who should 
have known better. He made his settlements ateerding t» 
Chiiust law, dealing directly with the offenders, saving thereby 
all costs of lawsuits and the extra squeezes of the underlings. 
This was a method that appealed to all the Chinese and they 
felt that he cared for them and did ix>t intend to be hard upon 
them. 

It is needless to say that not all of the Chinese who worked 
with Dr. Ament and whom he trusted to carry out his wishes 
were true and upright, and there were things that stirred him 
to the deepest anger and sorrow. As early as possible he went 
to Cho Chou and Liang Hsiang. For twenty years he had 
gone back and forth in this r^ion and knew the gentry and 
leading men as well as the officials. He was thus able to save 
the city from destruction. He found his old friend the magis- 
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trate in a sute of nervous proGtradOD. He saw the head tnta 
and advised them to bring in the food and grain which the 
French and Germans demanded and to help their official in 
every way. 

The entire winter was spent in the reestablishing of the Chris- 
tians in their homes. In every case this was done in snch a 
manner that no root of bitterness was left and not one family 
felt they could not go back and live with their old neighbors. 
Dr. Ament perBOnally saw each family re-located. He called 
on the head men of the village and made them responsible for 
peace and quiet. It is needless to say that he gave plenty of 
"sound words" to the church-members, and exhorted them 
with many "good words." In all this settlement he showed 
that he understood the Chinese character, and if any proob 
were needed they may be seen in the many beautiful silk um- 
brellas and banners that were presented to him. One of the 
hardest struggles Dr. Ament had with himself and some of his 
flock was when a noted Boxer was caught and brought to him 
to be handed over to the Germans. This man had killed 
eleven members of one family. For a night and a day he was 
kept bound in a side room while the pastor was seeing what 
was best to do. Much to the dbpleasure of the men who 
caught him Dr. Ament told him that if he would pay enough 
money to support a young widow and her little child be would 
spare him. This the man agreed to and the next day the 
money was brought. 

When the allies came and the siege was over not one of the 
church -members had any way of making a living. Their homes 
and shops were in ashes, and they had no business in the city. 
Knowing that the people, if idle, would be in mischief, he set 
to work at once to start them in legitimate business. The 
country people had to be clothed and looked after, as 
they could have nothing until the next crops. Dr. Ament 
advanced on their indemnity money and thus tried to 
get them into normal conditions. Thus it came about 
that long before the church -members of other denominatioDS 
or places were settled. Dr. Ament had restored old conditions 
as far as possible. This was not an easy thing to do. Many 
of the country people had never had any amount of ready 
mdbcy in their hands, and on receiving their indemnity were 
reckless in expending it. Others were wild to locate in the 
city, some wanted to go into business, while some were revenge- 
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fill, and wanted an eye for an eye. Dr. Amcnt, knowing their 
inability, and the conditions of the times, had to insist on their 
going back to their farms. It took great patience and tact to 
bring this about. Many of the women were unwilling to go 
back to the hard life of the farm, after a winter of being cared 
for in the city. Some of the men would not take his advice, 
and lost all they had in their unwise investments. 

In the midst of all this care, when he was weary in body and 
mind, there came like a thunderbolt the article by Mark 
Twain in the North AmtrUan Review. I remember that 
that day I went to his study on a matter of business, and found 
him sitting at his desk, as if stricken at the heart. I exclaimed, 
"What is it? Are you ill?" "If I am what that man says, I 
am not lit for you to speak to me 1 I feel as though I should 
go t/a and hide myself in a cave in the mountain, never agun 
to be seen of man." I thought he had gone out of his head 
with all his cares, and I replied, " What you need is rest and 
a doctor, and I am going to send for one." If the writer of 
that artide could have seen how he suffered he would have felt 
that every cent he received for that article would be a red hot 
coal of fire. A brave, masterful man he was, ever ready 
to relieve, not to add to the sum of human suffering, and 
while in some things he may have been unwise, his mistakes, 
whatever they may have been, were of the head and not the 
heart. 

With great patience he searched out all that could be found 
of the martyred church -members. The remains or ashes were 
gathered and services were arranged for. Dr. Ament all his 
life bdieved in settling all questions according to their indi- 
vidual merits, and at this time there were no wholesale deci- 
sions in regard to those who were weak in the faith. Those who 
had recanted were sought out, and each one was helped or re- 
proved as it seemed best to the pastor. Not once in all the set- 
tlements did I see one thing that looked like revenge. He 
gave himself for all alike, in and out of the church. Is it any 
wonder the people said, " He loved the Chinese " ? The past 
eight years he has worked to strengthen them, making them 
more and more feel that the church is their own, and trying to 
encourage to stronger growth the desire for self-support. 
Last autumn, in speaking of his feeling that his work 
for China was over he said, "I have worked for one 
thing in my missionary life and that is to establish self- 
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gupportiDg churches as far as possible, or at least to 
get that idea implanted strongly so that vith time and the 
natural growth they will come of themselves to desire self-sup- 
pwt." Dr. Ament established seventeen (rf the twenty-two 
churches connected with the Peking station. These little 
churches were as dear to his soul as children to a parent. He 
knew the names of all, — men, women and children. Many 
were the problems which awaited him in his country visits, 
some easy of solution, but others, owing to jealousy, or a desire 
to save one's face, required the utmost tact and patience. One 
of his deacons said, "Dr. Ament would reprove us severely, 
but no man ever went away in anger. He would always put 
his hand on the man's shoulder and say, ' Come, let us pra^ 
about this,' and in his heart, whether the man did what Dr. 
Ament wanted him to do or not, he always went away wishing 
he could be as good as the pastor wanted him to be." One m 
the native pastors, using a Chinese simile, said, " Di. Ament 
always gave a man a chance to get off the stage if he had done 
wrong. He never let a man go away feeling he had 'lost 
face.' " Dr. Ament felt that the best was none too good to give to 
the country people. He sought to interest them in newspapoB, 
in all new lines of agricultural development, and in all things 
that might open their minds and add to their prosperity and 
happiness. His knowledge of the Chinese classics and history, 
his admiration for their heroes, all made him a welcome guest 
either for the official and literary classes or in the humble homes 
of the common people. His magic lantern was always his 
companion, and the joy and delight it brought to the people in 
the country who never had such treats can best be imagined. 
It was always a trial to him not to see things moving ; the nat- 
nral inertness of the Chinese in the country wore on him and 
yet he had large charity for them. As a pastor, he knew his 
people. They were dear to him and he to them. He might 
speak of their shortcomings, but woe to the other man whodid. 
The man or woman who was down, or from whom others turned, 
were his special care. He knew how to be a true friend, and 
sought to find the best in a man and cultivate that into a Living 
power transforming the life. 
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Foi comfort'* ut, 
TfaU thou nuj'st coiuecnlcd be, 

And tet apart 
Unto a liiie of tyinpathjr 
For ht±yj a the weight of ill 

For every heart, 
And comforteii are needed mncli 

Of ChiiU-like tooch. 



xv 

WHEN WARS CEASE 

Peking, Oct. iS, igoo. 



Uy dear Mary : 

Your letter of September 4th just in. I now find that 
lettefs writtcD the firat port of June did not get through to 
Tientsin. I wrote almost every day and did everything I 
could to keep yon informed. Your telegrams did not reach 
me and no private telegntm could be aent from this end. I 
have been as aniious as you, but it does no good to worry. 

Two columns of soldiers, French and English, have gone 
to Pao Ting Fu and that city will be punished. / leave im 
Monday or Tuesday for Cho Ckou, taking back chureh-mem- 
btrs and settling them. If Wilder can come here, you may 
we me at home next spring. No aggressive work can be done 
now and I may as well leave as not. Only the Christians must 
be settled and claims paid in some way first. Boxers are get- 
ting their deserts in many places. A letter from the Cka 
Ckou magistrate says he has a large plaee on the main street 
to give me. The French soldiers are in Cho Chou, and I am 
afraid the place has been severely punished. Several Catho- 
lics were killed there. Li Hung Chang is in the city but there 
is DO light on the situation. Reported pnnishment of Prince 
Tuan is false. American policy is too weak and does not help 
solve problems. 

Cho Chou, Oct. 18, igoo. 
To Mrs. Ambnt: 

I reached here to-day quite worn out. I have not been 

well for some days. The Cho Chou people were glad to see 

me, and the gentry gave roe quite a reception. They think it 

was my words that kept the foreign soldiers from burning the 

212 



itized by Google 



WHEN WA£S CEASE 213 

city. Perhaps it was. I spoke to the advance guard and told 
them that the magbtrate was a good man and pro-foreigD. It 
would take volumes to tell of my settling Boxer matters. Box- 
en are all scattered but their ravages are seen on every hand. 
To-morrow I am to pick out a place from Boxer property for a 
new chapel for us. The Boxen in Cho Chou were not so much 
for killing as ftv making money. Some of our members are re- 
duced to poverty by paying fines. In Pu An Tun where they 
wanted to kill me, I have cleared the idols out of the temple nsed 
by the Boxers and will turn it into a chapel. 

The magistrate here called on me to-day, before I had rested 
up to go and see him. I reside at present in a Kung Kuan, or 
public caf^ My reception was quite royal. The gentry came 
out to meet me and sent presents of fruits, etc. I looked over 
the list of names of donors and crossed off the Boxers. Thii 
made a panic and I am told they want to pay to be let off from 
my wrath 1 I am pastor and judge at once. It was pitiful to 
see some of my people cry on seeing me. Some of them said 
they would have gladly died could they have seen me first 
Some of them were hid in holes for two months and others 
spent nights and days in the fields. It was a mercy that it was 
summer and the grain was high, otherwise many could not 
have hid. It will take several visits to straighten out all affairs. 
Twenty Boxers have been beheaded by the French soldiers 
who patrolled this r^on and others driven away, and proper^ 
confiscated. We are not through with them yet. The devil 
overdid himself this time in this masterpiece. It will recoil on 
his own head. No religion ever had such an advertisement as 
ours has had. I could open the doors and take in multitudes. 
I imagine our faithful ones will still be among the poor. My 
pony went lame and I had to walk. I have no appetite, only a 
sense of weakness. Always expect the best until you know die 
worst. Take cheerful views and think of your old husband 
who pines for a sight of you. 



C/niversHy CM, Fifth Aoemu and s^h St. 
New York, Oct. aa, igoo. 
My DEAK Sir : 

I have just been reading Dr. Morrison's letter to the 
London Titius in which he gives you a deserved credit for 
your daring and humane work in the rchef of the missionaries 
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at Tung-chow. While I am Dot sure that I met yon, allboDgh 
I like to believe I did, when in Peking about a year ago, 1 
still want to write you a line of cordial thanks and congratula- 
tions over your exploits, on the occasion referred to and other- 
wise. Men like you not only hold up the name and tepute of 
Americans abroad, but, on professional aides, do vast good for 
the missionary cause in China and at large. To you perhaps 
your work was done as a simple duty, but yon did it while 
others held back, and when, in fact, it was a daring effort. 

I would be obliged to you for a Une at some time, if only to 
establish a more intimate relaticMi with a man of your stamp. 
You may identify me as the counsel to the American China 
Development Company, who was in Peking last October and 
November, on the affairs of the Hankow-Canton Railway. I 
think I was introduced to you by Dr. Lowry, whom I have 
since met here. I know I have met Mr. Gamewell, who also 
appears to have done good work and to whom please give my 
coDgratnlations. You appear to have rescued Mr. Smith, the 
author of the "Chinese Characteristics." If so, you did a 
good thing for the world at large, if only in this reg^. 

Again with cordial rq^ards, and best wishes, 1 remain, my 
dear sir. 

Faithfully yoin^, 

Clarence Carv. 

Nan Meng, Thursday evtning. 

(No date to this ; probably in November, after the visit at 
Oho Chou— about the 17th.) 
Dear Mr. Stells : 

Thanks for your letter and the reassuring tone. I am 
glad things are O. K. in Peking. In Wen An and Pao Ting I 
have simply had a splendid time. The officials and people are 
grateful for everything and the affairs of the church are ami* 
cably settled. The Pa Chou magistrate Ulked very well on 
my way down, but I find that it is all talk. I dchiy here to- 
morrow to see him again and talk justice straight at him. I 
cannot palaver much longer. 

There is to be the greatest opportunity in these regions for 
the Gospel that the world has ever seen. The time is ripe and 
the need imperative. Men should be planted at once in these 
r^ions. Your prayer was answered aa to a pleasant Sabbath. 
I spent the day in Nan Meng and we had sweet times together. 
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We had & memorial of their Pastor Hung. Many ejrea wa« 
wet as we recounted what he had done for the people. 

I saw Mrs. Hung and she thinks that she and the children 
will come to Peking next week. Six hundred and eighty 
Christians and Catholics were killed in Jen Ch'iu District, and 
the priests have fined the region 750,000 strings of cash, about 
a quaner of a million dollars, gold, — a huge sum for them to 
pay. 

I wish Miss Russell would write a few lines to my wife to fill 
in the gap ; as I have no ink or pen 1 cannot write to her, I 
have suffered from the cold. 1 tear along on my horse and 
then wait for the cart in a sheltered nook. Our great need is 
for trained men to put into the field. We ought to have one 
in every market town. I have arranged for two new chapels in 
JVen An end /W Ting cities and we are back in the old 
chapel in Nan Meng. 1 hope to spend Sunday in Cho Chou 
and reach home Tuesday or Wednesday. I have thought the 
street sprinkling iMed not be contracted for now that it freeies. 
Yours fraternally, 

W. S. A. 



Peking, ifov. 4, igoo. 

MYI>tARMAKY: 

Every hour brings nearer the time when I shall see yonr 
iatx again. That thought fills me with a sublime contentment, 
so that 1 can wait patiently for a few paltry days that remain to 
pass. Only those who hare had our separation can know the 
exaltation of our joy in reunion. Roberts has been written to 
and as he is in good health there is no doubt that he will come 
and give me a vacation. I am needing one now. Jaundice 
claims me for its own and will not loosen its grip on me. 
Dr. H. H. Lowry told our people that I ought to be sent right 
away. Of course our peofrie must be established in some way 
before it would be right for me to leave. I do not see much 
light in the general settlement of the country. In fact it looks 
as if there might be some more uprising and foreign soldiers 
may have to scour the country ica the malcontents. The 
Chinese are so stupid that they will not believe in the power of 
fordgnos until they feel the strong blow on their shoulders. 

1 have now a very convenient desk and a sunny comer in 
which to sit and write^ as I have only three books to my name, 
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except the Bible. These books by Professor Jordan were sent 
to me by Professor Lyman of Shanghai. We have service in 
Chinese with no hymn-books and no Bibles. Four Bibles have 
been received from Tientsin and these with the books which 
the ChriEtians have dug from their gardens constitute our 
library. Already we are enlarging our chapel and if all goes 
well we shall yet see our best days in mission work. Fao Va 

this table boy] has just learned the particulars of the death of 
is mother and Mrs. Tuan, — two Bible women. They were 
cut to pieces outside the Ha Ta Gate, and the man who knew 
them risked his life in burying them. 

There is a report that the Empress Dowager has killed her- 
self. At Hsi An Fu the conditions were all unfavorable. The 
Muliammedans were threatening a rebellion in her immediate 
viciuity and a famine was on hand. Her trusted advisers 
turned out to be the real enemies of the state, and foreign pow- 
era were making serious demands for the punishment of her 
friends. Her outlook was gloomy. No one could sympathize 
with her. It is possible Ae is still living, but if she is gone 
the setding of the affairs of the country will be far more easy, 

I have two stoves in which I bum coal balls, and a foreign 
stove in which I bum wood. I keep comfortable and have 
nothing to complain of in material surroundings. I have a 
good pony and two good mules which I do notconadermy 
personal property, "niese and many otheis were turned out on 
the street by owners, as they had no grain to feed them. To- 
morrow an agent from Li Hung Chang comes to me to talk 
over plans for the settlement of church affairs. The Chinese 
are beginning to realize that missions have some concem with 
their prosperity and that their best friends are missionaries. I 
think most of the remaining cases can be settled without my 
working so hard. Dr. Sheffield took supper with us. Wish 
yon could do the same, 

Peking, Nov. 14, igoo. 
Deak Mary : 

I am very sober over what I hear as to the behavior of 
the German soldiers in Cho Chou. They behave more like 
demons than men. The city had been fairly well punished. 
Boxers had been decapitated. Others had been fined and 
passing troops had taken grain and animals to eat it. Then 
these Germans come along, with no right, as it is really French 
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territory, and strip the people of even the clothes they wear, 
and it b cold weather. To-ntoirow I shall see Mr. CoDger and 
secure his interference on the ground that these Germans robbed 
my premises (in Cho Chou). We hear nothing of peace ne- 
gelations. Perhaps you know more than we do. I am sur- 
prised that Peking is recovering as rapidly as it is from the 
ravages of Boxets and foreign soldiers. The streets in some 
places are at animated as ever and business is prospering. 
Whether or not the grain will hold out till spring I do not 
know. I have quite a stock of lice on hand, but I am pn> 
posing to keep it To-morrow I go with Stelle and othen into 
the forbidden city on General Chaffee's permit. More Ameri- 
cans are seen drunk than other nationalities and in many 
ways our soldiera are a disgrace to the republic. I have been 
protecting villages from our soldiers. The villagers are very 
gratefiiL E>t. ShefiQcld is opening up his schools, also the 
Methodist Episcopal people. 

It will be interesting at this point to refer to the ar- 
rangemeDts for the Tnng-cfaow miaaionariea and the 
ohDrch-members of that statioiL Mr. Tewksboiy, vitit 
like efficienoy to that shown by Dr. Ament, had at once 
discovered a lai^ palace which had been partially looted 
by the Bossiaiis. It belonged to the fiunily Yii, and was 
known aa Yu-waog-fn, palace of the Priiice Yii. The 
&ther had died and there remained the little princelet 
and his mother with other members of the family. The 
place was accepted by Mr. Conger aa saitable f6r the 
large company of miasionaiies and members from Tong- 
chow. They left the British L^ation at once and found 
a comfortable qoarter in the many courts of this fine 
place. It was about half-way between the legation and 
Teng Shih K'on, on one d the narrower lanes. Ere long, 
in the general diviaion of the city into quarters and the 
assignment of these qnarteis to the several national com- 
manders, the east side of the Tartar, city was divided 
between the Italians and the Bnasians. The aonthem 
half of this section was assigned to the former. As soon 
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as tlie Italian commaDder reoelred his aasigiund&t, h6 
fonnd it desirable to ask for the Tu-wang-fa for bis 
offloers. Mr. Tewkabary ere long found a moat oou- 
Tenient palace for rent somewhat to the vest and north 
of Teng Shih K' on, known as the Chao Kong Pa. It had 
been for many years the residence of the brother of the 
Emprees Dowager, whose &mily name was Ohao. The 
record of the few years following the Boxer troables will 
show few saoh interesting Incidents as that of the change 
of feeling in the Chao family and even in the Empress 
Dowager in view of this olooe contact with the foreign 
mission work. 

Peking, Nov. 28, igoo. 
. Dkar Maxy: 

Just back from Liang Hsiang. It is cold weather and I 
have not yet received my skin overcoat. Yet I get along and 
have not suffered from the cold. Villains abound in Liang 
Hsiang. Scamps are selling permits firom foreigners under 
false pretenses. Others are fining the people for supposed rob* 
bery of the railroad ; then the Catholic church comes in and 
claims indemnity for Boxer outrages and the magistrate must 
borrow money to assist him to entertain foreign soldiers. 
Surely their condition calls for sympathy and I think all will 
agree that I am doing what I can to make their position easier. 
"Die worst of it is that the miscreants under the flag of the 
Catholic Church are collecting money from the people. With 
the aid of a Catholic priest and twenty-five soldiers, French, 
thirteen men were shot in Tou Tien including one church- 
member. He had been warned that his course would lead into 
trouble, but he continued and his life pays the penalty. I 
want to hasten down to Cho Chou where doubtless another 
member will lose his life for his crimes. 

The news is that peace n^otiations have broken off and an 
expeditioii will be organized to go to Hsi An Fu and bring the 
Empress if she can be brought. 

Gennans and French are harrying the country and the peo- 
ple are ground between the upper and the nether millstones 
which they set up themselves. Most of thero acknowledge 
their stupidity but it is rather late in the day. To-monow I 



itized by Google 



WHEN WABS CEASE 319 

am off for Cho Choa and Wen An and Fan Chia Chuang where 
Old Fan was killed, and where the helpers find it difficult to 
Kttle matters alone. Back from there I go to Shun Yi and 
thus I trust all the country work will be setded. Then before 
the Chinese year I expect the work in the country will be in 
running order and I can sniff home in the air. You know I 
can wwk hard and ride swiftly when I am going towards home. 
Blessed words I Hrg. Sheffield is expect^ in a day or two. 
I am getting a warm riding-jacket from the British commissary. 
I am m good health and travel mostly on horseback. I have a 
swift mule for the cart and a very fine pony to ride. I have a 
soldier's cot to ^e^ on and it is strong and comfortable. If I 
had a colleague the work would spc«dily be ckeed up, bat 
everything has to come to me for settlement and the qnestioDs 
m many. I will try and write you from the country. 

Peking, /an. i, igoi. . 
Mv DEAR Makt: 

All the dear ones, a Happy New Year. The day and 
the year open auspiciously in every respect. It is bright and 
clear, an omen for better things for diis distracted empire. 
The conditions of peace are reported accepted by the Chinese 
with no excepdoni taken. We are all invited to call on 
General Chaffee from eleven o'clock to one. There have been 
some ficsh outbreaks in the country, especially those visited by 
the foreign troops and not properly punished. You may not 
know that I led a troop of horsemen through San Ho District, 
and because I wanted certain Boxers hunted out and punished 
I was spoken of as vindictive and bloodthirsty. Now it comes 
out that this expedition has to be repeated, because of the 
softness of tiie Americans in dealing with the Chinese I 

A newspaper is to be started and Mr. Cowen, the editor, 
wants all our printers. He seems a pleasant man and it seems 
a good opportunity for our men, some of whom are out of 
emplojmaeat All L^ation Street is reserved for foreigners, 
and no Chinese allowed. Our legation is greatly enlarged, at 
are all the others. Last evening for some officers' guests, we 
had native acrobats and magicians. We were all surprised at 
their skill. They were remarkably successful. One of the 
men would make a fortune in the United States in a short 
time. They have gone to Tung-chow to-day for the soldiers 
there at Stelle's expense. Our soldiers are in need of amuse- 
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rocDL The canteens are too generously patronized and two 
murders have taken place. The Germans are the best drilled 
men in Peking and easily bke the prizes. However, out 
cavalry beats them all. I hope to go to Tientsin to-mnrow 
for a little change. Yoiir old hust»Dd hopes that our little 
family may have a rich and glorious year at the top of this new 
century. May kind Providence allow me to see you befbce its 
cloae. Now, for General Chaffee's reception. 

January 6, 1901. — Simday morning, the first Sabbath of the 
new year. I returned last evening, with Miss Wyckoff, fmta 
Tientsin. We had a miserable, cold ride on the train, taking 
eight hoots to make eighty miles. Our first scow is on the 
ground. I had a pleasant visit in Tientsin and lectured on 
Chinese history to the Y. M. C. A., mosdy soldiers present, • 
goodly company. I felt like a boy let loose fixnn school, spent 
money freely, bought stove, new cap, boots for riding, etc 

To reach the train and to leave it are the quintessence of 
inconvenience. It is all for the military, and civilians have 
no rights. Russians squeeze you on one hand and Germans 
on the other, and you are helpless. Dr. Arthur Smith has 
been elected pastor of Union Church and is doing good work. 
Prayer-meetings are well attended. Mis. Smith still dia- 
tributes tracts to foreigners and Chinese alike on the streets. 
Wilder has taken hold of the native work so that Tientsin waa 
never in so good ccmdition. We shall observe the Wedt of 
Prayer. Pen Yuan has prepared a program, though there will 
be no union meetings of the Chinese. 

Good news comes from the country districts. Id Cho Chon 
we are occupying our new premises right in the centre of the 
city and in Nan Meng the members are enlarging the area of 
the chapeL I suppose the French have reached Tai Yuan Fti, 
and I trust they are making that miserable place smart {(a its 
crimes against unarmed foreigners. 

After morning service Li Pen Yuan preached a fine sermon 
on: "Lo I am with you always." The house was crowded. 
I begin inquirers' classes to-m(»TOw after the leglUar week of 
prayer meeting, led by Deacon Kuo. I think we shall have 
a fine series of meetings. I am glad now I can bend to the 
legitimate work of the missionary. Dr. Phipps, Y. M. C. A., 
insists that I must take a regular service for the soldiers. So I 
begin next Sunday evening and give up my enjoyment of 
writing to you. I trust your loss may be their gain. 
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Sunday, Jan. 27, igoi. 
Dub Mary: 

1 am doing what I do oot recall that I ever did before, 
remaining at home deliberately and missiDg all the services. I 
need the rest and felt that it was imperative. You see there is 
no let up for me. It is a constant strain from morning till 
night. Gilbert Reid will doubtless give up his scheme and en- 
gage in r^:ular mission work. He wants Stetle to go with him, 
but he is too tate, as Stelle's fortune is linked with oun and he 
would not leave Peking under any consideration. I must malEe 
one more trip to Cho Cbou before the [Chinese] year cloees, and 
expect to set out next Tuesday. 

PtUng, Feb. ti, tgoi. 
To TBS Same : 

I am back from my Cho Chou trip. Messrs. Back- 
house and Peachey went with me and proved very interesting 
and profitable companions. Backhouse is from a Quaker 
family, very rich, but he is very democratic in spirit and has 
set out on a career for himself as an independent student of 
Eastern Unguages. Peachey was a student in the British 
Legation. 

The new chapel at Cho Chon is dedicated and is fairly lined 
with the banners and umbrellas presented by the geno^ and 
officials. The whole city seemed to interest itself to provide 
na a good time. They did this in part to show their regret 
over a false arrest to which we were subjected by the French 
and Germans, an account of which may appear in some of the 
papers. Thne was not the shadow of a shade of a reason for 
gathering me in. One of the Chang boys was staying on the 
new premises and he was wanted on the serious charge of 
extorting money, which was not sustained at his trial. Our 
claims Ux indemnity had been long settled and I was there to 
dedicate the chapel and to marry the poor boy whom the 
French condemned to five years' imprisonment, just to save 
their foce and to make people think they had a case. 

In Cho Chou I baptized Teacher T'an whom you may recall 
as an inquirer of some years' standing. He has taken a bold 
stand as the firat one received since the great persecution. 
Pastor Jen and the young helpers all seem to be developing in 
solid graces of mind and heart. Who should come in just 
now but Sung Yu Tung. He was our chapel keeper and with 
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his mother wu the but person to leave our couits. They 
managed to escape to their old home in Shantung. I am glad 
to see him, as he was a reliable fellow, tij plans aie not 
definite, scheming to get home as bood as possible. 

W. S. A. 

Aimg, f^. rS, igot. 
My Dxas Hast: 

The hist da7 of the [Chinese] old year. I docerdy trust 
the day of reooDstruction mil not forget the calendar. Yester- 
day, Sunday, was a beautiful day. I preached to a crowded 
chapel and the whole service seemed uplifting and helpful. I 
spent the afternoon with Dr. and Mrs. Sheffield and had a 
good home visit and spiritual consolation. I reviewed my 
whole work in collecting indemnity and they fully approved 
and are prepared to defend the course taken. The corre- 
spondents who have written were all in the dark, and had 
made no proper inquiries. I have invited correspondents to 
come and see what was being done, but they did not come. I 
have been very unjustly treated by these writers, and my 
friends are coming to the front in defense, as all the missions 
have done the same things, and all believe they are right So 
also does Mr, Conger, who is our good friend. Do not be 
disturbed by anything you see in the papers. The corre- 
spondents jump on to the missionaries when they are out of 
matter, and news has been very scarce this winter. 

Dr. ShefBeld thinks it better for the work that I return hcHne 
now than wait a tittle longer and make my class reunion in 
190a. He does not think that of sufficient importance to 
warrant any delay now. So perhaps in a month or so I shall 
be on my way home. I am in good health and cannot claim a 
change on that account. 

On Thursday next, Dr. Edwards writes from Pao Ting Fu, 
they will try and find the bodies of Miss Morrill and Miss 
Gould and properly bury them. They were buried under the 
d^lnis of the city wall, when it was blown down by the 
German troops. Dr. Peck is here and has been requested to 
go to Pao Ting Fu temporarily. 
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AN EPISODE IN MISSIONARY EXPERIENCE 

THE War Corra^pondent in missioti fields was a 
ner thing aoder the son. For half a century 
the miHBioDary work had gone on slowly bnr* 
rowing its way into Chinese life and experience. 'So 
qteoial inddeDt had elicited any large interest in the de- 
tails of mission work. Bnt conditions were chang- 
ing. The Japan-Gbinese war of 1894-1895 hastened a 
considerable number of correspondents to the Far Bast 
The brilliant efforts in China at reform in 1898 eerred to 
enhance a world-wide interest, and to bring the news- 
paper correspondent into a realm that was new. 

There was therefore nothing strange, when two years 
later eight nations moved to the rescae of their mlnistoB 
in Peking, in the coming of many correspondents. Every 
considerable newspaper in the United States sent out a 
writer to gather np eveiy item of available news for the 
benefit of its readers. 

In the early aatnmn of 1900, onr American militaiy 
officers were in haste to leave ]!Torth China. They 
liad nkade little effbrt to anderatand the real eon* 
dition of afhirs. The bnrden thmst npon them had the 
semblance of war, for which there seemed to them no 
adequate reason. It was natural that the correspondents 
should be much influenced by the opinions of the army. 

Oat of this anomalous situation there arose an episode 
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In Dr. AmenfB oueer demanding a detailed stndy. 
Wlien Dr. Ament and Mr. Tewksbury entered the 
Mongol palace od the 16th of Aagost, they fboud one 
dead body and tvo little deeve dogs in charge. Deserted 
by its ovners, the Fn was seoored as a temporary resi- 
dence for the Ohristian refogeee of the American Board 
Mission, of whom there were two hondrod and more en- 
tirely dependent npon Dr. Amenf a care. 

Sero for two years and three months the work of re- 
caperation went on. In October, 1902, the miasion oc- 
cupied its own premises, rebuilt and expanded. 

Daring the aiege and at its dose the clothing of the 
Ohrlstiaa refugees had been replenished in part by goods 
gathered from within the legation defense circnit The 
better class of goods had been sold at aaction, while the 
inferior garments were distribat«d according to the need 
of the refogeee. It had been agreed upon by Mr. Oonger 
tliat whatever wss fbund in the quarters dceerted, and 
occupied after the sl^e, should be sold in like manner 
for the benefit of the BnfTerers, including those who had 
been driven from their homes and had finally returned to 
be cared for. 

Thus it was that all the various goods found in the 
Mongol palace were placed upon sale. Many of these 
were of considerable value, and Dr. Ament's qttarteis 
became the resort for a few days of many visitors, civil 
and military, who were desirous of securing some memento 
of the siege. 

From the funds thus obtained and the resources of 
indemnities which b^an to be secured, a sufBcient amount 
of grain was purchased to carry tlie people gathered in 
the Mongol Fn through the winter. 

A second step in settling the aiEairs of the Christians 
followed closely upon that of securing safBcient food and 
shelter. This was seen iu the visiting of the centres 
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where the depredatioiis of the Boxers had been meet de- 
atraotive aod violeot. It was desirable to Sod oat the 
true coaditionB as early oa possible, to leam the amoont 
of devastation and to rescne any who were still in perU. 
The Boxers were still rife within ten or fifteen miles of 
Peking. They were apparently onsabdaed by the pres- 
ence of the foreign armies. Many Christiana were still 
liable to slanghter and it was not without peril that any 
fDreigner exposed himself freely in the Tillages. The 
several military commanders were constantly hearing of 
Boxer ohuis meeting and destroying in the villages. U 
was necessary to send ont ezpedittons to sconr the 
oonntry and break np if possible the Boxer gatherings 
wherever they infested the vill^^ It is to the credit 
of tlie American soldiery that they did not do this work 
in any disorganized way, bnt in&eajnently, and only 
when it seemed absolately necessary. The French, the 
Bnssaans and finally the Oermans, when they had foUy 
arrived, marauded the ontlying districte indiscriminately, 
looting and killing as they pleased, and making exorbitant 
demands upon the people and the ofDcials. 

One of Uie early expeditions of the American soldiers 
was to the northeast of Peking to the city of Shna Yi 
Hsien. 

The American Board had had In Shnn Yi and in the 
conntry near at hand a consideiable following. In the 
city itself there had been for some years a preaching 
obapel, and there were no less than sixty-five commn- 
nicantfl in this oat-station. Of these fifty persons had 
been most bmtally killed, and every remnant of chapel 
and homes of the members had been bnmed or destroyed. 
The mere presence of the military force bad a direct effect, 
however incidental, in the settlement of the indemnities 
which came later. Br. Ament bears testimony to the 
kindness and coortesy of Captain Foisythe, a sonthem 
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geDtlemoD, aod of his troopcos. The latter -w&ce in itrik* 
log oontrast with the Bnadan and French and later tba 
Qerman ■oldiera, who looted and killed on every hand, 
often taking delight in shooting every person visible. 
The BozerH thenuelves, as Dr. Ament gn^hioally writes, 
diasolved like smoke. Perhaps it was this expedition, 
aod the witness of the paralyzing effect of the presence 
of foreign military whi<di determined Dr. Anient not to 
go again with soldieis in his efforts to secure the replacing 
of tlie Christian in their homes, or to enforce the reasona- 
ble demands for Indemnity for the great loeses aoatained 
by the ohuroh-members. It la true that others foond it 
necessary to go nnder the protection of a few soldiers, doe 
partly to the purpose of the local of&oials not to endanger 
any foreign life again if possible. How perilous this 
might be was shown two months later when Mr. Stone- 
honse of the London Mission was shot down at a ferry 
crossing while visiting the ohnrch commnnitiea south of 
Peking. The expedition to Bhnn Yi was on the 18th of 
September. A month later we find Dr. Ameot visiting 
Cho Choa and the mission oot-stations scattered along 
for fifty miles soatheast of Oho Chon. A few of the 
refiigees trom Cho Chon had been with him in Peking, 
Betomlng to their hcnnes they had been overtaken and 
shot by the French punitive expedition hurrying on to 
Pao Ting E^i and towards Cheng Ting Fa, where the 
French priests had sQCoeesfally defended themselves and 
a few Belgian engineers who had escaped tbither In their 
hDrried exit &om the city three months before. 

Dr. Ament'a letters record that he was reoeived 1^ the 
peofde and the officials of Oho Ohon with great enthusiasm. 
They had the idea that owing to him the fleroe ezactioos 
of title French military had been in a measare stayed. 
The snb-prefect— Ohih Chon— had hastened to assure him 
that fhll indemnity would be given for the deatractioD (tf 
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the mlflston chapel and other property in the city, and 
eveiy fiwdlily ofifered for indemnitieft to Qlc chnich peopl& 
Dr. Ament -waa happily able to aecuie in this iroy a fine 
place on the Biain street, and other property In city and 
conntry in Ilea of the chapels and homes omeUy destroyed 
in the summer time. He was able, unattended, except 
by ohansh-members, to visit the furthest Ohririian vU- 
lagee in his district and see the local officials, each of 
Thorn was desirons of settling the losses of the Christiatia 
in the readiest and simplest way possible. The Boman 
Oatholic priesta were securing indemnities by making ex* 
cessive demands apon the officials In a single district 
eont^ of where Dr. Anient went^ they demanded half a 
million of dollars for tlie Ohristians who had been killed. 
A month or more later, a German expedition passed 
through Cho Ohon, en ronte towards Pao Ting Fa. Their 
depredations and exaction were a severer tax upon the 
people than that of their mobile predeoessois. Towards 
the end of November Dr. Ament made a second trip to 
Fa ChoQ and Wen An and made a final settlement of the 
indemnity claims, in accord with the plans laid down in 
his oonferenoe with the deputy appointed by the grand 
secretary, Li Hni^ Ohang, whose arrival had made it 
possible for the foreign powers to reach the fax fleeing 
government The Chinese principle of responsibility for 
wrong, or injury done to another, was the onderlying 
principle which was accepted by tlie couunissioneis and 
acted npon by the misaionarieB. Early in December, Dr. 
Sheffield had written to his society in Boston, "X>r. 
Ament and Mr. Tewkabniy have done and are still doing 
admirable work for the Christians in bringing order out 
of confosion and delivering them from manifold troables. 
The conditioDS are very strange and are not improving. 
The province is in a more disturbed condition than three 
months ago. It should be remarked that everywhere the 
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people feel themaelves responsible for what has happened, 
as with rare exoeptions they welcomed the Boxers and 
hdped on their work of plunder and destmction. Of- 
fidala in the army and oatside foreigners generally are 
only too ready to find grounds to condemn misaioQariee 
for tliingB that tliey themselvee are ready to do." 

On his retom from his second visit to the distant places, 
Dr. Ament reported to Hr. Conger, giving in detail the 
results of this final effort to secnre a peaceable settlement 
of claims for each of the little oommonities that had snf- 
fenA the loss of tiieir homes, and where many tiad bd&i 
killed in the Boxextf attacks and destmction. It was 
probably about this time that Mr. Chamberlain, the cor- 
respondent of the Sun, and at this time the chief in charge 
of lAfian's Xews Agency, having heard of the settlement 
of the indemnities, went to Dr. Ament to secure as ftall an 
aooount as he oaied to give of his recent trip. Dr. Ament 
had been on very good terms with several of the corre- 
spondents, some of whom had lived on the premises with 
him and had ei^oyed his hospitality. From the state- 
ments of Dr. Ament, Mr. Chamberlain made up bis tele- 
graphic letter, dated Peking, December 22d; which ap- 
peared in the Evening Sun of Deoember 24th. It seems 
unfortunate that Dr. Ament did not ask to see the manu- 
script of ilie message before it went Mr. Chamberlain 
had apparently no purpose of criticizing either the meth- 
ods or tlie residta of the settlement of the indemnities. A 
precaution would have wholly avoided the misconceptions 
of the correspondent, if not tJie mistakes in transmission. 
Latw on, as we shall see, when making a more elaborate 
statement. Dr. Ament looked over Mr. Chamberlain's 
document before it was sent^ and expressed himself quite 
satisfied with the statemeotB made. The following is the 
cmcial part of the statement in the Bun : " The Bev. Mr. 
Ament of the 4i°^caQ Soard of Foreign Missions has 



itized by Google 



AN EPISODE aa9 

retonwd from a trip vhich he made for the purpose of 

collecting indemnities for damages done by tbe Boxers. 
'Everywhere he went he compelled the Chiueee to pay. 
He aaya t^iat all bis natiTe Christians are now provided 
for. He had sereD handred of themnnderhiachai^and 
tbreehuDdred were killed. He haa collected three hundred 
taels fi>r each of these morders and has compelled fall 
payment for all the property belonging to the Christians 
that vas destroyed. He also assessed fines amounting to 
thirteen times the amount of the indemnity. Mr. Ament' 
declares that the compensation he has ooUected will be 
osed for the propagation of the Gospel, that the compen- 
sation he has collected is moderate when compared with 
tlie umoont secured by the Soman Catholics, who de- 
manded, in addition to money, * bead for head.' They 
collect SOO taels for each murder of a Catholic. In tbe 
J&n Cbia country 680 Catholics were killed, and for this 
the Earopean Catholics here demand 750,000 strings of 
cash and 680 heads." Any one at all fiuniliar with the 
sitoation in China would detect on first inspection the 
rarors in this reported interview. A few words indicate 
the newspaper correspondent's working over the inter- 
view as he nnderstood it. Even so intelligent a news 
gatherer foils into his own pit&lls. He nsee the word 
" compelled," which was never tme of Dr. Ament He 
says the native Christians are now provided for. That 
merely means that he had secored dae payment for the 
great losses, in money, enabling them to stait anew. He 
says this new fond was to be osed for the propagation of 
the Oospel. Whereas it conld be used for no other par- 
pose than to provide for each individnal, or as each com- 
bined with the others, for the rebnilding of chapels 
destroyed. He says fimtlly, or the despatch says, "He 
assessed fines amounting to tliirteen times the indemnity." 
It will be interesting to note, in passing. Dr. Amenf s 
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own wtdon of the trip thus snnmiaiized^ aa seen in his 
letter to Dr. Jadson Smith of December 27, 1900. This 
was before any intimation had reached him of tlie criti- 
dsms which arose in the United States oonoeming alleged 
looting, and seooring exoesslTe indemnitlea and ftrnds for 
the treeBtuT of the American Board. His letter shows 
that no funds had been eeonred except for Chinese Quia- 
tiana who had been ii^Qred in petBon and property. 

Dr. Anient writes : " After a month of very bard wori^ 
I am glad to report piogreea to yoo. I visited — begin- 
niDg on the sooth— Wen An, Fao Ting Hsien, Fa Chon, 
Ping Ting, Cho Choo, Liang Hsiang, and on the east, 
Shnii Ti. I found the officials in all these places exceed- 
ingly Mendly and anxions to settle the afbirs of the eon- 
verts, reoognizing the right and the need of snch claims. 
I have made no use of foreign soldiers and brought no ex- 
ternal pretaure to boar, raying on thejiutiae of our daimt. 
Hr. Conger has supported ns in the meBsoree and vaeXtir 
ods taken, thoogh the military people have not fidled to 
make oritioisnis. The sorrlvors in all our ooontry sta- - 
tions have been reooaped for all their losses, again rein- 
stated in thcdr villages, with some money in huid, and a 
promise of houses restored next spring. Over and above 
restoration for the converts there has been gathered a 
ftand for the support of widows and orphans, who have 
no homes and have no one to look after than." 

This brief summary of three months' effort In teoon- 
atmotion shows simply that no ftinds have been secured 
^cept for Chinese Christians who bad been iiijnred in 
person or property. 

The Am'* despatch from Peking was not widely known or 
distrlbated at the time and little attention was paid to it un- 
til 2Iark Twain, in the iPbrfA ^m«rfoan iE^vfmi for February , 
in an article entitled "To the Person Sitting In Dark- 
ness," made It the basis of some fierce ohargee against the 
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character of Dr. Am^it^ and inoideDtally against the mo- 
tivee and aetioDa of mlsaioiiarieB in China. A homorist 
is the victim of his own risibleB. He has the advantage 
of any who might diaagree vith him. He has the flrst 
laugh and vhen it becomefi oatcliiiig his victim feels the 
aoorohlng, true or fa^aa. Now onr geniat hnmorlat, so 
attractive to as and to othen that even staid Oxford ooald 
not resist him, bnt most shover him irith its honors "jnst 
for fan," has always been "ronghingit" Ofconrseno 
hamorist coald investigate any fact That would be too , 
late for him. He most be like any lively wasp. He need 
not declare war. He most sting and sul away. And so 
it came aboat that on the 6th of Febraary, the reading 
world learned of Dr. Ament through the coarteey of Mark 
Twain. The feeUngs of the victim are described in the 
graphic record of Miss BosaelL Dr. Ament compared 
himseIfwith9yron as being the direct opposite. "Byron," 
said Ament, "woke ap one morning to find himself &- 
mons. I woke np to find myself iofamons." With a 
onrioas leer in his hnmorons eye, Mark Twain repeats 
his emphasis, upon the " character-blasting despatch." 
It did not take long for the proof to come tliattlie despatch 
from Peking was fbll of erroneoos statements, and that 
the implications weie still forther ftom the troth. Tlie 
direct attach apon their mlflsionarics brought the Ameri- 
can Board at once to the defense of Dr. Ament The in- 
evitahle discasslon involved made it essential for a word 
direct from Dr. Ament himself. The following despatch 
was oaUed him ftom Boston, Febraaiy 13th : 

" Ament, Peking. Lafian's News Agency repented New York 
&tn, December a4th, your collecting thirteen times actual loss, 
osing for propagating the Gospel. Arc these statements true ? " 

The reply to this despatch was received from Peking 
two days later : 
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Statements untrue. Collected one-third for church pur- 
poses, additional actual damages now supporting widows and 
orphans. Publication ' thirteen dmcs ' blunder cable company. 
All collections received approval Chinese officials, who urging 
farther settlements same line. 

Amznt. 

On the 9th of Fdbnuuy there appeared in several 
newspapers a letter to Mark Twam ftom^Bev. Dr. Jodson 
Smith, foreign seoretaiy of the American Board in charge 
of the miBBions in China. It Is dated Boston, Febmary 
Stli. Its coorteey and candor makes its own appeal : 

Mt dear Mr. Cluuns : 

In common with multitudes in this coimtry and else- 
where, I have a great admiration for your genius, and read 
whatever comes from your pen with delight. Your brilliant 
article, " To the Person Sitting in Darkness " in the February 
North American Review will attract wide attention and exert 
a strong influence. Its keen, lightly- veiled sarcasm is well 
adapted to its purpose and will produce an effect quite beyond 
the reach of plain argument. 

I observe that in commenting on affairs in China you select 
the Rev. Mr. Ament, D. D., one of our missionaries at Peking, 
to give your point of view, and that you base all you have to 
tay of him on a single press despatch printed in the Evining 
Sun of December a4th, and that you assume the accuracy of 
this despatch as though it were Dr. Ament's frank and full 
confession of deeds and motives. The arraignment is severe, 
the effect on Dr. Ament's name and reputation must be very 
danuiging. The prejudice thus awakened against the mission- 
aries, mission work and the American Board is serious and 
likely to be of long consequence. . . . 

It should require, as you will see, the ample warrant of 
unquestioned facts to justify a public arraignment of so wide a 
■cope and far-reaching influence as you have made against this 
man — a man of hitherto unblemished character, of singular 
Christian devotion, of heroic courage and splendid deeds. He 
shared in the siege at Peking with other missionaries and in 
the encomiums which Minister Conger pronounced upon them. 
By an act of rare personal bravery he saved the lives of 
eighteen of his fellow missionaries with eight children and 
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brought them into Peking just before the Boxers Tell on their 
premises and destroyed their homes. In doing this he risked 
his own life, and went in spite of the fears and remonstrancea 
of Mr. Conger and the soldiers at Peking. 

You are too czpeiienced an author to rest so terrible an 
accusation against a man whose reputation is as dear to him as 
yours to you, and who is engaged in missionary work on the 
other side of the globe, upon a single newspaper despatch. I 
wonder what other information you possessed, what inquiries 
you made concerning Dr. Ament's record and of whom these 
inquiries were made. Dr. Ament has been a missionary for 
twenty-three years and my correspondent above sixteen yeaiSt 
and I have beard from him frequently during these last months 
since he escaped from the siege of Peking. The last letter 
from Dr. Ament was written November 13th, and gives a full 
account of the events to which presumably the Sun't despatch 
refers. This letter was given to the Associated Press sera 
after its arrival, January 7th. In it he says : " I have been 
in Cho Chou, This time 1 proposed to settle afTairs without the 
aid of soldiers or l^adons. It was a complete success. Evciy 
ooe of our dispossessed church -members has been reinstated 
and a money compensation made for his losses. This has been 
done by appealing to the sense of justice among the villages 
where our people lived and where they are respected by all 
decent people. The villagers were extremely grateful because 
I brought no foreign soldiers and were glad to settle on the 
terms proposed. After our condidons were known many vil- 
lagers came of their own accord and thought their money with 
them." 

Nothing is said of securing " thirteen times " the amount of 
the losses. There is not a word about using the indemnity 
" for the propagation of the Gospel." The whole proceeding 
is in accordance with a custom among the Chinese of holding a 
village responsible for wrongs suffered in the village, and 
especially making the head men of the village accountable fcx- 
wrongs committed there. Not a cash has gone to Dr. Ament, 
or his associates, or for mission purposes c^ any kind ; all has 
been used for the relief of those hundreds of refugees whom 
the Boxers and their fellow villagers dispossessed of home and 
property in the wild fury of last June, who shared the siege in 
Peking with the legations and missionaries, and won Mr. 
Conger's unstinted praise, and who homeless and helpless are 
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dependcDt on the inissioQaTi« for food, raiment, shelter and all 
things. This is Dr. Ament's ovm explanation and you will 
note that it lacks all those features on which your aTraignment 
rests. We give unhesitating confidence to Dr. Ament's 
iiarrattTe;we find it confirmed by what his associates write ; 
we faaire not ooe intimation from authoritative sources that it is 
not tnie. Dr. D. Z. Sheffield, president <rf North China 
O^ege, and Artbor H. Smith, author of " Chinese Charac* 
teristics " are assodata Oi Dr. Ament and are now in China 
with him. The former writes form Peking, under date 
December t4th, as follows : " Dr. Ament and Mr. Tcwksbury 
have dime and are still doing admirable work for the Christiaas 
to bring ordet out of confusion and to deliver them from thrir 
nunifold troubles. The mission and the Board owe moch to 
Mr. Tewksbury and iS'. Ament for what they have accom- 
[dished foe the native church this autumn. . . ." 

But I need not say more. I know that you will not willingly 
do any man an injustice, and I have written freely and at once 
that you might have the facts before you such as arc known to 
me and to ut of us in these rooms, and be able duly to amend 
what has been written. 

Assured erf* your good sense of fair play and with highest 
r^arda, I am, 

Very truly yonrs, 

J(n>SOH SUTTB. 

Hark Twain's reply, pablished in the Tribune, February 
ISth, wan brief, reprinting tiie Lafbn's ITews deepatch, 
and retttsing to accept Dr. Smith's asBnrances. One 
promise is signifioant. " "Whenever he (Dr. Smith) can 
prodooe from Ber. Mr. Ament an asaertiOD that the Am'« 
despatch vaa not aathorized by him, and vhenever Dr. 
Smith can battreas Ur. Ajnent*B disclaimer with a con- 
fession from Mr. Chamberlain that that despatch was a 
folse Invention and tinaathorized, the case against Mr. 
Ament will &U to the ground." 

Dr. Ament/s personal disclaimer as seen above was all 
that could be expected by cable. Laffan's l^ews Agency 
seems to have made haste to taiMl its part in conleeBing 
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Oat the earlier despatch was "niUHitharlzed." Its 
correction appears in the TSw York 81m, Febrnary 20th. 

"Owing to the cable blnnder, the Bim^B despatch of 
December 22d was made to say that the Ber. Mr. 
Ameot, of the Ammcan Board of Foreign Missions, had 
oolleoted fines from the Chinese in varioos places to the 
amoont of thirteen timee the damages collected by him 
Jbr the mnrder of conTerts and the deetmotloa of their 
property. The despatch should have read that the fines 
w&n one-tMrd in excess of the indemnities, making the 
difference of something ovar a million of dollars in the 
amount Bald to have been collected." 

Shortly after the arrival of Li Hnng Ohang, newly ap- 
pointed Viceroy of Ohtbli and commissioner to deal with 
all these qneetions, he appointed tlie Tao Tai, Ohang 
Yen Mao, the commercial head of the China Merchants' 
]?aTigation Company, and also of Qie Kaiping Mining 
Company, as a commissioner to see the leading mission- 
aries of the separate missionary sodetlee and consolt with 
tliem as to the indemnities for the native OhrisUau 
losses. They agreed fnlly with the plan of local demand, 
and orged the missionaries to settle all cases in snch ways. 
It was in poisaanoe of this plan that every demand was 
made and eventnally carried throogh. 

Inking, Feiruafy iQtk. 
The ministers will hold a meeting to>moiTOw, at which they 
will discuss the quesdon of indemnities. The approval by the 
Chioese commissioners of the missionary plan of collecting in- 
demnities for native Christians from the locaJities where dam- 
ages wne inflicted has relieved this question of one of its most 
difficult features. The plan has operated thus far so success- 
fully that the commissioners have had notices posted in the 
districts where Christians have been killed, or their properpr 
destroyed, urging the local magistrates to settle all claims to 
this way, and authorizing them to pay a hundred taels for each 
Christian killed. 
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Again onder date of March 6th, Ur. C^iamberlain 
tel^raphed to the New York iSun tiie following which 
speared in that paper under the heading : " A Clean 
Bill for the UissioDariee." 

"Uinister Conger will give a letter to the mlBBipnartea 
here stating that the collection of Indemnities was ncrf; ex- 
tortion, bnt the payment was voluntary on the part of the 
Ohineae offloials, and was moderate in amoont. The seiz- 
nie of the property was jnittifled by the prospect that 
a severe &mine was inevitable, and titieie was no govern- 
ment to look after the distieaaed people. The proceeds 
ol the seizures were used entirely for these people." 

Not only did tlie iSun make this "amende honorable," 
bnt also the New York TimOf which had made some nn- 
&vorable utterances on the basis of the first despatch, 
does the same, saying : " It seems we have been led into 
doing an injustice to him (Dr. Ament) by adopting the 
leas anthentie statement^ in ignorance of the more an- 
thentia In t^at case we have to expreaa our sincere re- 
gret." 

How those apon the gronnd in Peking estimated the 
attack opon Dr. Ament is seen in a cabled despatch to 
Hie editor of the North American Beoiew ; 

Feking Missionary Asaociatioa demands public letractioD. 
Mark TwaJD's gross libel against Amcat utterly false. 

SlCRKTAKY. 

How matters of this sort look to those ontaide of the 
missionary circle is perhaps seen in an editorial in the 
Sogton Journal, under the title : " A Homorist Astray." 

Mark Twain had better stick to his last. He is a capital 
humorist but when he poses as a publicist he gets into trouble 
straightway. His article in the North American Revine is not 
good humor, aod is very bad polidcs. Some of it, moreover. 
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aeenu to be recklessly and even libcUously untrue. . . . 
Mr. Ament, against whom Mark aims tbe hasty sbafts of his ridi- 
cule and denunciation, is one of the heroic men of peace who 
distinguished themselves in the defense of the British Legation. 
He has been a leader in the great and urgent work of relieving 
the necesnties of the native Christiana of the northern prov- 
inces, or of those who escaped the Boxer tiwoid. In pursu- 
ance of this work, he haa secured money contributions bota 
ibe villages where the native Christians suffcroi. It does not 
appear that Mr. Ament has used any force to accomplish this. 
It does not appear that he has secured any more money than 
was essential to feed and clothe his native wards, and to re- 
establish tbcm in dwellings. This is a work OT Christian 
charity, defensible on the most elementary grounds of justice. 
When Mark Twain accuses Dr. Ament and his fellow mission- 
arics of " looting " he manifests a mental and m«al obbquity 
which astonishes aod pains his New England neighbors and 



Tbe trouble with ont genial humorist is that he is beyond 
his depth. He would not make a success if he turned states- 
man. He would not make much of a success if he turned 
missionary ; as a humorist he is incomparable. Every man to 
his trade. Let Mark remember this, and let him choose as a 
target far his satire something other than the heroic men who 
have been through the nightmare of blood and ruin in China, 
while be has been comforubly basking in the sunlight that 
makes eternal summer for a genius admired of both old world 
and new. 

The home of Mark Twi^ was for many yeais in Hart- 
ford, Oonn., on a beaatlfal knoll on Farmington Avenae, 
vbere it desoends towards a pretty Htream. The 61ite of 
Hartford's literary folk delighted in his preeeooe, his 
cmdeneaB and hia hnmor. One oannot forbear qnoting 
from a Hartford daily, of Febroar; 11th, a faw choice 



Mark Twain is the spoiled child of American letters. There 
is always something good about a spoiled child. We all love 
him when be is at Us wildest. We admir« bis courage, for be 
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dares everything. Murk Twain, with all hii goodness and no- 
cerity of heart, has never made tcientific or historical precision 
of ttatement a characteristic of his work. The weaknesses and 
virtues of his methods are illustrated in the paper which holds 
first place in the North Ameriean Rtvitvt for February. Here 
are ^e same outbursts of self-instituted conviction: the same 
half-hum(»t>us, half-satiiical denunciations, the same disregard 
of details in the desire to make the main point luminous and 
impressive. In regard to the missionaries Mark Twain has 
drawn his bow very much at a venture. And Uiis suggests 
that it is always safer for a satirist to know his geography, and 
what sort of p«q>le animate it befine he strings his bow and 
ibouldera bis quiver. 

The foregoing reriev -was prepared many moaths sdnn. 
And now the gre^ hnmoiist and popular anthor hat 
passed into the vast dlenoe. We shall have no word 
from him of t^e real heaven Into which Ctaptain Storm- 
field entwed. PbiUipB Brooks waa Tont to say : " The 
speed of the soul Is swift" to peace. The pen of tlte 
critic is Btoyed by the power of the invisible. The 
pathos with which Mr. Olemeos has clothed his own 
home life and the delicacy of his tribate to the danghter 
he loved and lost enables as to pass lightly, now, bis 
careleasneoB regarding the sincere efforts of mtdtltades of 
ardent sools to make the kingdom of heaven real upon 
the earth. The "Tea, yea" and the "Kay, nay" of 
tliat kingdom are as real here as they will be hereafter. 
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doiDg of yonr work ih&ll be no a 
•cl«. Vonnelf dull be the miraclit. 
EniyiMj yon will wonder at yov^ 
■elf, at ihe lichneH of life which luu 
come tojronbj Ihe grace of God. 

xvn 

INCIDENTS IN THE RECONSTRUCTION PERIOD 

A MONO the tmoalled-for critidBms (tf the addon 
of tiie musioiiariee waa the oomplalnt that they 
were tumympatbetio with the eofferltig. ThoB 
the Ban Bays, "There vaa not a vord from beginning to 
end in eympathy wiUi the spirit of brotherhood and 
mercy and forgivenees which is so large a part of the 
religion Ohrlst tanght to mankind." Anothw asks the 
qneetlon, "Why have we heard no scathing denuncia- 
tions by the misBionaries of the batcherlee and onspeak- 
able ontrages by aoldiers of tbs allies f Ordinary news- 
paper correspondents are onable to keep sHent Bat the 
misalonarlea are reported as seizing t^e hooaes and 
property of nnofTendlDg Ohineae. Are the miaaionaTles 
the only men In the world who do not see that these 
crimes of civilization set back the canse of missionB in 
China for a hnndred yearsf " The simple reply to snch 
intimations is that the qaestions are asked by those 
imagining the feelings of the mlsaionarieB. The mla- 
sionaries stood aghast at the appalling evils that aoonmii- 
Inted every day which they were helpless to prevent. 

Dr. Ament in addition to his care for his own people 
was steadily Involved in the effort to help the neighbors 
and reeldentB in the near neigh^i'Iio90, defending them 
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if pooBible from the depredations of oncontrolled soldleni) 
BtusiAii and Qermau, irlio roved every quarter and pil- 
laged 88 th^ choee. 

Hin BuflBell gives us a vivid picture of Dr. Ament 
going ODt to rcflcae the &niil; of a heaUien neighbor : 
"While we were at aapper an unknown man nushed in 
and kneeling at Dr. Amentia feet begged bim to go to the 
large place vest of ns and save his old mistresa, over 
eighty yearn old, tiota the Bnssian soldiers who were 
plundering the place. This place had been a notorious 
Boxer stawnghold, having pot oat posters setting a price 
on the beads of all foreigners and Christians, evta 
children. This did not deter Dr. Ament when he heard 
of the old ladjr deserted by all bat two faithful servants, 

and seizing his stick said to Ur. Stelle and to Mr. J f 

a newspaper man, ' If I am not back in an hour, come 
for me.' We waited and as he did not retom the two 
gentlemen, Uiaa Bheffleld and I went np to the plaoe. 
Jost as we reached the gate, tlie servant came through 
bearing the old lady on liis back. Dr. Ament had quite 
a time making the soldiers onderstond his errand. One 
of the soldiers pointed his gun at him when he tried to 
push by with the servant By motion and patience, Dr. 
Ament got the soldier to go along with him and pointing 
to the servant and the old lady with white hair, he made 
the soldier understand that he was not after money or 
plander of any kind. Day after day, often before 
light and late In the night people were coming from all 
tliat r^^n to get him to come to the rescue either of 
their fiuniliee or property." These people had no 
previous connection with the Christians. " Morning by 
morning groups of women came and asked to be allowed 
to stay in the courts during the daytime. It whs known 
all about that they would be protected and safe. It was 
a daily sight to see him dashing out of the court, stick in 
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liand, to diire oat maraaders, either foreign, or Chineee 
in foreign drees, or lawless soldiers. This vas tme not 
only of the immediate region (about ob), bat of other 
and sometimes distant parte of the city. I remember 
one day his coming in all worn oat from a hand to hand 
tnssle with foreign thieves. The servante had come for 
him ; only women were at home : * When I jumped on 
them they were picking orer silks asd fois knee-deep.* " 

The sympathy of the American editor was with the 
" unofGanding (Siinese." In the effort to give real help 
and Ijring order once more out of the terrible confnsion 
of the early days of reconstraetion, no questions were 
asked as to who was offending or onoffendiiig. Long 
strings of men and women, who had in their joy aided in 
destroying the mission compound in Jnne, came back in 
September bringing the brick they bad carried away 
from walls and hoosee of the miaaion. 

ViBB Bnaeell says : " Large nnmbers of people outside 
the chorch who had snffered came with all sorts of com- 
plaints and claims. Many were the requests that he got 
from the Chinese government for indemnity for property 
destroyed by the Boxers in the attempt to barn out tlw 
foreigners, or as a reenlt of erpite and revenge, requeste to 
ri|^t wrongs in &mily or bnsiness where the strong had 
taken advantage of the weak. Often large sams of 
money were promised if he would do this or allow use of' 
his name or the name of the church." How thoroughly 
sympathetic Dr. Ament was, even towards the "offend- 
ing" Cihinese In their present perils and melancholy 
condition was abundantly evident to his immediate 
neighbora They paid him the compliment of trusting 
him with their affiuia, assared that he would deal justly 
by them. 

In a letter of Dr. Ament written September 27tfa, ; 
abont a montii after the occopatlon of the Uongol Fa 
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ooe reads : " I am selling off the bric-^brao, silks, fun 
fonnd in the Fa for the beiiefit of the Christians." 

Qootiiig from a despatch in a Boston paper dated 
April ^ih, we read, "Dr. Ament explains the sale of 
goods in t^ Mongol prince's honse in which he took ap 
his qoarters by saying that those vith him vere without 
food and that he sold the goods on the advloe of Mr. 
Conger. Had they not taken possession of the place it 
would have been destroyed by the Bnasians. Ilie 
amount realized by the sale was devoted to the needs of 
the native Christians." 

The same despatch qooting from Mr. Conger says : 
"There were really no actions on the part of the mis* 
■ionaries there that were not entirely justifled. Theio 
was no goTemment, no oiganixation. latere were honsce 
of men who had been firing on the foreign quarter ; thdr 
property had been abandoned as a result ot a state of 
war, and it was taken in order to SQCOor hundreds of 
soffering and destitnte Chinese whose lives the original 
owners had been laboring to destroy. Winter was com- 
ing on, measures of some kind were imperative, and the 
appropriation of property for the ends in view was 
unquestionably Justifled. I am prepared to justify the 
conduct of the American missionaries before the lAega, 
dniing the siege and after the siege." No wurant or 
authority conld have been stronger and more desirable 
tiian that of Mr. Conger. In calm assurance that jostioe 
and benevolence alike demanded such action, Mr. Conger, 
the only one in authority as &r as Americans weie oon- 
oenied, bravely assumed great responsibility for which 
he is fitly to be commended. Dr. Ament acted under 
this delegated authority. 

Begarding the propriety of this sale Dr. Ament states : 
" At the dose of the siege, misslonartee, in common with 
all others in Peking, hitd to hasten and gather in grain 
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M they oonld from varions sonrces, for their own aad 
their people's oonaamption. Aa Uiey bad ao moDey 
witli vhlch to parohase dothing and atber necessaries 
for themaelves it vas soggetf^d by the United StatM 
minister, Mr. Conger, that the missionaries sell the staff 
fonnd on the premises which they oocnpied. In my own 
case, having been severdy criticized, I wonld say that the 
premises we took had been Boxer headqoartets. From 
this place they iasaed ftnth to bom onr chapel. Dur- 
ing the siege I had been appointed chairman of the oom- 
mittee on confiscated goods, and following the orders of 
Sir Claude MacDonald, I had charge of the aactlong at 
which were sold tbe porcelain, garments, onrios, fnml- 
tnre and odds and ends of things taken &om adjoining 
buildings daring the siegei None were taken before the 
ai^ie. What was done was done ander tbe aatbority and 
by the orders of Sir Clande KacDonald, and the proceeds 
were snppoeed to be divided among tbe British marines." 

Only the poorer articles were disposed of under the 
direction of the missionaries, the better articles being 
reserved to be sold ander the direction of a British 
colonel- As it was by the hard labor of Uie mifisionaries 
that a large amoant of staff bad been saved from deetmc- 
tion, and thonsands of dollars divided among the British 
soldiers, sach efforts were certainly worthy of commenda- 
tion. 

It has been charged that in the sales at the palaoe, the 
stock mnning low, the missionary sent ont his native 
OhristiaDS to loot more garments and bring them in fta 
sale at high prlce& The fact is not one looted garment 
was sold. "The Christians brought in garments they 
had bought from the soldiers, or from rednoed rich fami- 
lies who wished to dispose of their fOrs for a foir re- 
maoeration." 

There is reported an interview with Sir Claude Mao- 
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DouUd, wliiob may serve as a final verdict npoo theae 
sal^ecta : 

" If all looting ia vrong, as in tbeoiy it is, then Uwy 
tiave been to blame : bat there are times vhen the lavs of 
nature aaaert themselves over the lava oi civllizatioii, and 
this vas a oaae in point. 

"Ton most remember that these men had just endured 
a long siege, that they bad been bereft of everything they 
posseeaed and that they had bondreds of men, similarly 
destltate, vho were dependent upon them. What was 
their position t Had they oome to me and said, * Olve 
OS money and food,' I oonld only have replied in tiie 
negative, or, at all events, to the effect that I could not 
feed their converts, and so they took the law into their 
own bonds. It has been a case of poetical or primitive 
jnBtioe. Bnt, granted that this sort of jostjce was ad- 
missible, I do not admit that the mlaaionarieB abused 
it. I have not heard of a single instance of a missionary 
looting for any purpose other than that of feeding them- 
aelves and their converts who were dependent on them." 

Among the special incidents of the reoonstroction 
period was that respecting the residence of Uie Viceroy, 
Tnan Fang. The family residence of this distinguished 
Viceroy was in Peking, directly behind tlie American 
Board Mission, across a narrow street His people had 
become acquainted with the foreign residence and with 
the native Christians. As Viceroy in Sheosi, Tnan 
Fang had become mnoh interested in the English mission 
in Hal An Fn, of which Mr. Dnncan was the leader. Ja 
June Mr. Duncan had been informed by the local tele< 
graph operator of the imperial edict ordering the killing 
of all foreignera and the confiscation of their property. 
He saw the Viceroy at once and was assured by the Vice- 
roy that he would do everything possible to save them. 
Thus it happened that Mr. Duncan was able to leadfor^* 
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one personB over the moantaina, and by the Han BiTer 
to Hankov. ITo life vas loet 

It was reported ta Peking io September that a brother 
of Tnan Fang had been involved in tlie massacre of many 
Swedish mlsBionariea in Shansi. The Japanese and Bob- 
sian soldiers had looted the premises of the Viceroy. Dr. 
Ament &lt at liberty to enter the Fn and to ask for 
olothtDg and bedding for his destitute people. Others 
had taken silks and satins. For oor people cotton gar- 
ments were sufficient When it was reported to the 
Viceroy that his home had been despoiled, the soldiers 
were unknown, bnt the Christians were near at hand. 
itr. DoDCan, who at this time was in Peking, acting as 
an interpreter, reoeired a tel^ram firom the Viceroy 
asking his aid in the matter of the CHiristianB attacking 
his home. He tlkonght it a hard retnm for his attempt 
to save many lives. Hr. Dnncan at onoe went to see 
Dr. Sheffield and they to call on Dr. Ament It appeared 
that the soldiers had done most of the injury, bnt th^ 
were inacoessibla. While Dr. Ament felt that he was in 
a measure J ostified, when it tnmed out that the offending 
official was only one of the same name, and that this was 
the family home of the graiial Viceroy, it seemed only 
wise to make what restitntion was possible. An esti- 
mated share of the loss was made at about five hundred 
dollars, which was duly retnmed to the Viceroy. At a 
later date, the Viceroy held no p^manent gmdge against 
the miation or against Dr. Ament In 190S, when he was 
about to visit America, as commissioner, Dr. Ament 
called upon him and urged him to visit the schools and 
ooIlq;ee for girls in the United States. This he did and 
was greatly impressed. When in Boston, at a reoeptioo 
given him, he spoke with noticeable compliment of tlie 
good work of the Amuican Board missions and mission- 
aries in Obina. 
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Following tbe witbdraval of the court, the city of Peking 
ma practically withoat gorenunent Tlie general law- 
tesBnesB was everywhere manifest^ and tbe city was Bconied 
by robbers and thieTCB. The common people of tbe lower 
orders took this opportonity to recoup themselves for 
sappoaed social wrongs. It was done with a liberal hand. 
Large nnmbeis of persons appealed to tlie ChristiaDS to 
secore protection from tbe foreign soldiers. Tbe Ameri- 
can and Japanese were held In check, bnt othen roomed 
atwlU. 

It was at this time repmrted to our Christians that a 
government mint on the great street was in danger of at- 
tack, and they were implored to give some ^d. This 
was reported to Dr. Ament, and a nomber of Ohristlaai 
who had secnred gnns nndertook to gnard the place. 
There was the material for a laige amount of cash as well 
as valoable ores at hand. It soon became evident that 
tbe making of cash was a function of government which 
oonld not be assnmed. Tbe policing of the east side of 
the city was now In tbe bands of the Germans. Dr. Shef- 
field and Dr. Ament went to the Qerman oonunandw and 
reported the find. When it was folly explained, and he 
was told of tbe amount of mat^al, be replied, "Well, 
we will look after it" He aasnmed control from that 
time. 

As regards the settling of the IndemnitieB In the vil- 
lages, Dr. Ament went in person, witbont any military 
escort, saw tbe village elders and the magistrates, collected 
the amonnts and distribaied as beet be ooold. He won 
great f^vor with the people for his kindly enei^ and 
helpfulness. He carefblly examined, prevented firanda- 
lent claims, and carried personal grudges and other sach 
affairs to a happy issne. 

He won great fbvor with the Chinese officials. Hr. 
Stelle reports a signal instance of Dr. Ament's wisdom 
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aad aklll in aiding the OhlBeee offlciaU, even such aa did 
not care to aid tha OhristlanH. The Qerman ezpeditionB 
went £ftr afield to make demands apOD the offloial& Onoe 
they got aa &r as Kalgan, during vhich trip one of the 
higher Oermau offioera was asphyxiated at a wayside 
inn by ooal gas, the night being very cold. A Ooxaan 
force appeared at the city of Bhon Ti and made a donaad 
npon the district official for an enormoos amount, threat- 
ening to bom the tows. Dr. Ament was present oolleot- 
ing Indemnity for the church property, a^tling ap loasea 
of our Board and also aiding the Cliristiaus to secure thdr 
indemnities. Mr. Stalls says : 

" Local collections were by tax the best plan and the 
Chinese government, represented by Li Hung Ohang, 
strongly desired it, and followed that method as &r as 
th^ could. They would have paid all indemnities locally 
if it had not been that the Soman Oatholio claims were 
so exorbitant, ninnlng into millions, that the Chinese 
coold not arrange farther with them, preferring to have 
the claims settled throng the foreign miniBters in joint 
oonsoltation. In that way greater &ime6S was secured, 
for in the wider representation all the aUied nations were 
present^ some being checks to others. The money col- 
lected by Dr. Ament as indemnity was in onr chapeL 
There was the ttalleet good feeling on the part of the offi> 
cial and the people towards Dr. Ament and the church. 
Suddenly the Germans appeared. Their soldiers guarded 
all the gates of the city. German soldiers lined up on the 
main street at regular intervals, their guns with fixed 
bayonets. As the officers dismounted fheir orderlies se- 
cured the nearest grain for the horses. It happened 
to be a Fair Day. Business was in full process. Many 
had oome ftom the neighboring villages for trade. Bags 
of grain were dumped on the gronnd for the German 
horses and the grain was trampled under toot. The Ger- 
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man colonel aod an Interpreter went to the yamen and 
denuuided three thousand taels. In the streete there 
was a line of carta oonv^ying the sHver they had aecared 
elaevhere. AH the market tovna for Bome dlatanoe to 
the east, Tbeierer there were pawn-shope, had been 
stripped. The official in fright sent at once to Dr. 
Ament. At this Jnnotiue, tiie offlcial'a fine mule vaa 
led off. At the ytunen, he endeavored to seonre a com- 
promise. He told the Oermans ttiat the magistrate had 
only been there a month,— fi>r be vas a newly arrived 
official whom Dr. Ament had known in Peking, — and 
that he ooold not possibly secure three thoosand taels. 
Then they mentioned two thousand. This also was beyond 
reach. One thousand and five hundred were mentioned. 
Dr. Ament said he would consult the official The offi- 
cial was frightened and dared not by bringing silver 
through the street show where the silver was. Finally 
Dr. Ament went to oar chape) and had five hundred 
taels sent over to the yamen. The Germans said, * 1S<A 
enongh.' After much conversation a merchant bronght 
in a package of seventy or more taels. The Germans 
saw that they were not likely to get much, and as they 
had fed their hoisee and the day was still ' yoang,' they 
decided to go forward. Thns the pawn-shops of Shun Ti 
were not looted. The city was saved thousands of taels. 
Very naturally the gentry felt most kindly towards Dr. 
Ament and onr church. Banners were sent to Dr. Ament 
from this city, inscribed with the namee of the leading 
oitizena And only last year representatives from that 
city thanked Dr. Ament for his friendly aid." 

Dr. Ament was as brave as he was wise in the settling 
of the church afbirs. In the afliurs in the r^on south 
of Peking at Cho Chon and elsewhere hie success was in 
the nature of a triumph. The French soldiers had stolen 
a march npon their competitors in starting south from 
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Peking toirarda Pao Ting and Cheng Ting Fn. They 
made exorbitant demands of ofiOciala and villagers. Dr. 
Ament waa in one of the Tillages sontheast of Gbo Cboa 
▼hen a body of French soldiers appeared threatening to 
bom the village nnlees they received sofflclent fonds from 
the head men. The villages appealed to Dr. Ament^ vho 
vent alone to French headquarters. He insisted that 
they deal lairly by Oke people. The French vere bellig- 
erent and threatened to shoot him if he insisted on inter- 
fering. Brave as he iras he vbs helpless on this occasion. 

One of the most intereeting of the incidents of this 
period was in Dr. Ament's relation to the city of Cho 
Choa where for twenty yeais he had gone in and ont and 
knew the gentry and the leading men of the region as 
well as the officials. 

Miss Bossell explains this more in detail : " The mag- 
istrate who called upon him, as has been mentioned, was 
an old firiend. The presence of the exacting soldiery had 
thrown him Into a state of nervons prostration. Dr. 
Ament saw the gentry of the town and advised them to 
bring in food and grain that the French and the Germans 
demanded and to help their official as mnch as they coold. 
The official waa not alone in his gratitude. The very gen- 
try and people who as Boxers had threatened and des- 
troyed were now in haste to make every amend possible. 
The people showed their appreciation by offering one of 
the finest places in the heart of the city fbr his ftitare 
work," 

The prestige aecnred in Cho Chon went before him so 
that in the r^ons far to the south, the limit of bis par- 
ishes, the officials and the bead men of the villages, for- 
mer Boxera, were among the first to welcome him, hop- 
ing to secnre his aid in preventing the coming of the 
soldiery, and ready to listen to his reqnests for indemnity 
for the wrongs they bad done. He writes, " I edmply had 
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B iplaDdid tim& Offlciala aod people axe gmteAil for 
everything and the affidrs of the choTCh are unioabl^ set- 
tled." 

Early in February jnst before the Ohineae year closed 
Dr. Ament made a third Tiait to Oho Choo. He waa ae- 
compaaied by two English gentlemen, one a atadent in 
the legation, l^ey were wibicases of one of the striking 
IndduitB of this period. The New Ywk THimne of the 
6th of February has the following preos despatch : 

" London, E^bmary 6th. A despatch from Peking to 
the Morninff Fott soys that Connt Ton WaldeiHee has 
Mdered the release of the Bev. Afr. Ament" 

Of thia incident Mlsa Bnsaell writes : "It was in this 
dty (Cho Ohoa), while helping to straighten ont things 
that Dr. Ament was arrested by the French officers in 
charge. The IVench officer searched the chapel and pot 
oU there nnder arrest Dr. Ament writes of thia very 
Iniefly, ' It is a long story and I am too tired to tick it oft 
Suffice it to say, it was all a blonder or sinfol lying on 
the port of the Jesnit priest and there waa not the shsdow 
of a shade of a reason for gathering me in. One of the 
Chang boys was staying on the premises and was wanted 
on the serioos charge of extorting money, which was not 
sustained at his trial. Our claims for indemnity had long 
been settled and I waa there to dedicate the chapel and 
to marry the poor boy whom the French had oondemned 
to five years of imprisonment, Jnst to save their fiice and 
to make the i>eople think they had a case.' 

*' Dr. Ament always felt that the enmity of the French 
was stirred up t^a Frenchman Uvlng at the time at 
Tientsin. In the drees of a Catholic priest aooompanled 
by soldiers, or Chinese drassad as foreign soldiers, he was 
making demands for large sums of money. Dr. Ament 
reported him to the officials and also to the French Lega- 
tion at Peking. In revenge the man made a grest deal 
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of troQUe teportdng that the Protectant Christians were 
taking revenge by looting." 

The following story is a fnll reply to the charge that 
the miasionariea were only satlsfled with "more heads." 
"A noted Boxer was oanght and bronght to him to be 
handed over to tlie Oennana This man had killed 
eleven members of one fiimily of ChristiAns. For a day 
and a night he was boond in a side room while the pastor 
was trying to see what was beet to do. The German gen- 
eral had sent word that he wonld try and ponish all 
Boxer leaders. Mnoh to the displeaBore of the men who 
oaoght him, Dr. Ament told him that if be wonld pay 
enough to support a yonng widow and a tittle child, all 
that was left of the lai^ family, he wonld spare him. 
This Hba man agreed to do and the money was bronght 
the next day. Be^iardiug the payment of tndemnitdee, it 
early became evident that foreign governments wonld 
bear no part in Insisting that China pi^ indenmitiee fi>r 
the losaee of her own sabjects. And yet if restitntion of 
some sort was not demanded. It wonld be difflcolt for the 
native Ghristians to retnm to their places and live in 
peace, since the people, if not ponished, wonld feel that 
after all China had in scmie way gotten ahead of the Oo- 

One may dose the incidenta of this settl^nent and re- 
ooustmctlon by qnoting onoe more from Dr. Ament as 
reported in the Hew York Tribune of March SO, 1901. 

"There seemed very little hope of native Christians 
receiving anything throngh the instmmentality of their 
officials, nor did the foreign powers think they were 
called upon to provide Indemnity for these. All the 
Borvlvors of the chnrehee were rodnoed to abeolnte pov- 
er^. They were harmless, inoffensive people who bad 
DO fends with their neighbors and had not intmded their 
rdigion on any one. Tbis at least was tme of the Prot- 
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estaat Chrifltiant. If a miaedonary, t^ meanB of his per- 
sonal inflaenoe and by the aaaiataiioe of the local official 
who might be friendly to him, oodM bring the neighbors 
of his penecnted people to see the error of tbeir vaya, 
and persnade them to contrlbote money for the rebuild- 
ing of destroyed honaes and for the support of the snrri- 
TOrs of the &mllieB, I think he vaa jostiiLed in so do* 
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•■ AriAc ud go (orth from the hotue of rour cue 
To the nreepand th« sweet aod the swiog of the sir. 
The glow of the hiUi and the miit of the vales 
And the velxet bloom leading uf down to the daln." 

We admire the mao wfao embodiet victorioiu 
eflbrts, th« man wfao never wnmgt hit neighbor, 
who ii prompt to help a friend, but who hai those 
virile qnalitiei aeccsm^ to win in the Hem strife 
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A MISSIONARY FURLOUGH 

OIT the Utli of Febrnary Dr. AmentbcMl mitten, 
" Uy plans are indeflnite, Boheming to get borne 
as 800& as pofldble." Tbe long stresB of the 
riege and the constaDt labor In setUiiig the affidn of tbe 
ohnrch made it most desirable that be sboold bare some 
respite from tbe arduous tasks tbrovn upon him. Tbe 
atta<^ npon him In the nevBpapers at home made it all 
the more deeiiable that he should retnm, and give a 
personal acoonnt of himself and especially of bis recent 
irork in Peking. It vaa vitb a real zest that he fonnd 
it possible to start for home early In April. Among tbe 
many pleasnres of the homevard jonmey vaa tbe presence 
of the American minister to China, M^jor Conger, vith 
irhinn be had endnred the perils of the siege and bad 
recetved the thrills of rescoe and escape. In a letter to 
his wife, jost as they were approaching the California 
coast, Dr. Ament writes entbnsiastically, "The Congers 
are foil of kindness. Everybody has been kind, and so 
sorry that I have been abused in the ne^rapapers. I can 
stand anything, if my friends vho know me stand by m& 
I saw Twain's second article at Honololu. There is 
nothing which a few words of explanation cannot 
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The lelatjoiia of Mr. Oonger to the missionarieB vers 
of the most cordial kind. Hie intimaoieB of the terrible 
Bdege had bronght them into the oloseet sympathy. The 
oharaoter of the native OhristlaDa von from Hr. Oonger 
the higheet praiB& His wiae and sympathetic, not to say 
ChrlsCiaD, jadgmeot ooold not bat admiie tlie endoring 
oODBtancy of the nadvea who bore the brant of labor 
daring the aiege. The high praise over good work done 
in raising the standaids of character throogji ChristiaD 
effort which Mr. Deuby and Mr. Conger have given is 
moat important testimony. In her charming " Letter* 
from Peking," Mrs. Conger has emphasized her own and 
her husband's interest in misrion work and workers. In a 
letter of December 81, 19(H), she writes : "Imaattellyoo 
of a beaonfnl and valoable gift presented to Ur. Conger 
by the Protestant Christian Cfainese in gratltndefor what 
be had done far them. On the 21th, foreign repreeenta- 
tives of different missions came with many of their native 
Christians, who were bearing an elegant tabl^ resting 
on a large cata&lqne and aheltered by canopies of em- 
broidered satin. Tliis oatafolqae was carried npon large 
red pol«« by many men. The benntifal tablet came 
bearing respect- and gratitude to Mr. Conger for the 
sympathy he had shown and the help he had given than. 
One of tlie Chinese pastors made some very bright^ 
pointed, and feeling remarks in presenting this tablet 
It Is a beaotifiil thing in itself and the thought most 
beaatifnl that manifested it" 

On tlie arrival of Mr. Conger and Dr. Ament at Kobe 
in Japan the attacks upon Dr. Ament bad become widely 
known. The Kobe HertAA secured an interview with Mr. 
Conger npon the subject He expressed his judgment, 
already quoted, in the most emphatic way, a single 
sentence of which may here suffice. "There were really 
no actions on the part of the misdonaries there that 
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T«K not enUiely joBtafled vhen the oizcnmstaiioeB wese 
known." 
From Japan Dr. Otis Oaiy writeB : 

After the siege of Peking, Dr. Ament was with me for two 
or three days. Amoog other things, I remember that while at 
times he would joke about the criticisms that had been made on 
bis course io providing afterwards tor the needs of the Christians, 
he would at other times show that be had been deeply hurt by 
them. One day when the word "loot " had been laughingly 
used of somethiag in bis possession, he said, " Here, look at 
me, and see bow I came out of this business. I had lost most 
all my clothes. This hat that I am wearing was given me by 

Hr, ^ this coat by Mr. , and the trousers came 

ftom Mr. . I could not have got out of the country 

decently if it had not been for my frien£." 

He had with him tvro Chinese, one a pastor and the other, I 
think, was a teacher in one of the mission schools. We were 
impressed with the care he took that they should see all they 
could in the short time at their disposal. Kyoto at that time 
had almost the only electric railway in Japan and they were 
especially interested in that. At a meetmg in one of the 
churches the pastor spoke in Chinese and Dr. Ament translated 
this into English, and a Japanese then interpreted it into 
Japanese for the benefit of the audience. 

Dr. Ament arrived from China April 25, 1901. He 
Joined bis wife, son and aged mottier at Owoaso, iaa borne 
from childhood. He was received most entboaiastically 
by his old friends, especially proad of his record dnring 
the Boxer ai^;e and its oonseqnent labors. The recent 
oontrovenqr regarding him only served to enhance the 
widely extended inters in him personally. It is scarcely 
troe in onr blessed American land that a man is not with- 
out honor except in bla own conntry. Oor American 
prophets have aocamalated honor among their own, 
and especially when they deeraTe the highest praise for 
good deeds well done. It was a rare pleaeare to Dr. 
Ament to receive so signal a reception in his own home. 
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Dr. AmeDt sood haateoed eastward to report to the 
muBion board at Boston, where he had a most hearty 
welcome and an assarauce that the mlsaion board nnder- 
atood folly the oonditioiia of affikira in Peking and the 
occasion for the fierce attacks upon his discretioa and 
honor, by those wholly ignorant of the iaots in the case, 
or onneoeesarily determined to cast sospioion on missioQ 
workers in North China. From Boston Dr. Ament went 
to "Sew Haven, to acooant for himself to the Dwlght Flaoe 
Oongr^ational Church which had adopted him early in 
the year as its missionary. An annoal letter as well as 
others will show how delightfnl sach a relationship can 
become when rightly formed. The first of these lettera 
was written in the early spring, a month before starting 
for the United Statas. 

Peking, China, March 4, igot. 
Rmr. W. W, Ijtxn, JVew Saoen, Conn. 

Dear Dk. Ijisti : — In a letter dated January 5th, just 
received from Dr. Judson Smith, I am infoimed that I have 
been adopted as the Missionary of the Dwight Place Coogrt^- 
tional Church of Netr Haven. I well recall my visit with your 
church at the annual meeting of the American Board in 1S97. 
There was a fine congregation in the morning. I enjoyed the 
service from banning to end. The Sunday-school impressed 
me as prosperous and ably conducted. I count it to be a great 
piivil^e to be selected as your reprcseutativc on the foreign 
field and assure you I shall do my best to merit your constant 
iaterest and intelligent support. 

As you well know missions in Peking have been passing 
through a maelstrom of trial and sorrow during the last few 
months. Two hundred and fifty of my people were barbar- 
ously butchered, and all oar churches and other buildings have 
been burned to the ground. The stories onr survivors tell 
would melt a heart oi stone. Old women were chopped in 
pieces and the fragments thrown to the dogs. Little children 
were tossed up on spears or sliced, being held by one foot. 
Even yet all our refugees have not returned, having fled as far 
as a thousand miles to the north. Such was the centrifugal 
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fince of this great uprising. We are living in the residence ct 
a. broken down Mongol prince, who evidently thought he 
might retrieve his fortunes by assisting in the destruction of the 
Christian church, although we have been neighbors for twenty 
years and so far as I know there has been no trouble. We now 
use his temple for the worship of ancestors as our place of 
worship, and it is crowded every Sunday with an audience of 
350 people, I^st Sabbath we had the pleasure of receiving 
eighteen people on probation. The way seems opening for ft 
large advance all along the line. 

I think we have a right to look for large results in the nesr 
future. The uprising was but very partiaUy due to opposition 
to the missioaary work and its teachings. Many correspond- 
ents and military officers came to North China with their minds 
fully made up that we were the authors of all the trouble and 
have been very reluctant to give up thb idea, but I think the 
tide is turning now and soon messages of a different tenure will 
come from ^is region. Misunderstandings have been cleared 
up and some have been free to say that they have been mis- 
ti^en. All we ask from any one is fair play and an honest 
spirit of investigation. This we have not had, as too many 
opinions were formed without reference to the real sources ol 
informatiiw. 

At present I am glad to be able to report that our work is 
moving on finely. Helpers are in the country and [seaching 
is going on nearly as formerly. I trust our church will be a 
cleaner, purer and mart progressive church than ever before 
and that from the ashes erf" her persecutions she will rise into a 
higher life. I think we can see the red streaks of the dawn of 
a better day for the church in the celestial empire. I hope to 
make a brief visit to the United States and will doubtless be in 
New England in the month of May. 

Trusting that you and your church will be richly favored 
with spiritual blenings, I remain 

Yours fraternally, 

W. S. A 



It vaa nataral tbat Dr. Ament should visit 'Sew Haven 
as early as poBsibld after bis arrival and a brief visit to 
hifl personal frlenda in Michigan. 

The New Haven Journal and Courier ofil&y 9tli gives the 



itized by Google 



358 WILLIAM SOOTT AMENT 

aaaonnoement of Dr. Ament'B arrival and a Dotdoe of his 
appointment to apeak that evening in the following terms ; 
"Bev. Dr. Ament, the missionary, whose part in recent 
events in China has been ao widely discosaed in this ooan- 
try, will deliver to-night at Dwight Place Church his first 
address in this country since his arrival from China. Dr. 
Ament has arrived in Boston and will reach If ew Haven 
to-day. Dr. Ament was an important leader during the 
trying days of the sie^ and was actively engaged in re- 
eatablishiug the work as fiur as possible at Peking. He is 
considered one of the meet excellent missionariee of the 
American Board, and deserves the hearty confidence and 
empathy of God's people." The New York TrUnme of 
May 10th publishes a special despatch from New Haven 
BQiBinariziDg this address : 

"Sew Haven, Conn., May 9th. The Eev. Dr. "W. B. 
Ament addressed an audience to-night on the nUasionary 
situation in China and on the criticisms which have been 
directed against him by Mark Twain and others. He 
vigorously defended the missionaries in their actions after 
the apriaings had subsided, partdoalarly in relation to 
the indemnities collected by them to make np for the 
losses incurred by the native Christians ander his protec- 
tion. Dr. Ament emphaticidly denied that the misaon- 
arles and himself bad misnsed their powers to collect 
indemnity, as allied. As to the mnch criticized collec- 
tiou of one-third extra, Dr. Ament said : ' When we came 
to distribute to the people about the districts, we col- 
lected the indemnity due the native Christians, and 
added with the approval of Id Hung Chang an extia one- 
Qiird for the benefit of the widows and orphans who had 
lost no property, having none for which indemnity eould be 
eolleoled.' This step was upheld by every one in Peking 
at the time." 

The New Haven papers, the FtUadivm and the Jwrnai 
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and Courier of the same date, give anmmaries of this ad- 
dreea "Despite the bad veatber a foir-sized aadienoe. 
gathered to hear Rev. Dr. Ament tell of his recent expe- ' 
rienoes dorlBg the sic^ of PekiDg. Dr. Ament did not 
gpeciflcally consider the chai^^ of Mr. demena. Bath^ 
he confined himself to a general leviev of the Boxer ap- 
rising, its cause, progress and results, and gave a lively 
and interesting mnniug story of the events in the lega- 
tions &om day to day during the siege and thereafter. 
The question of that ' one-third more indemnity ' which 
Mark Twain so vigoroosly threshed in his second article 
in the North American Beview was carefnlly and laoidly 
explained by Dr. Ament According to his statement, 
tills ' one-third more ' was not an ezcra, bnt was In fact a 
part of the whole and was to be awarded to those saSererg 
who, not having sostalned the loaa of honses homed and 
property looted, simply because they possessed neiUier, 
yet had snffered approximately — in Oiat their husbands, 
brothers, those who bad earned the living on which they 
depended, had been sacrificed — and therefore this ' extra * 
BO called, had been awarded. All this, too, on theagree- 
meut with Li Hnng Chang and his appointed aaeistaDt 
The plan seemed wiae and jnst, the only remedy, in foct^ 
at that time, and it was sncceeafol in reliering the dis- 
tress. We were ten thousand miles away and in ig- 
norance of tiie discnssioo going on here, and we did the 
beat we oonld with our light" 

The cordial reception which he received from title 
Dwight Place Church lifted a perceptible load from Dr. 
Ament The intelligence and the appreciation of the 
work in North China shown by his liBteners gave him 
the assurance that his wearying work was well nnder- 
stood. Sach cordiality and growing interest served to 
modify almost from the first the effect on him of the 
caoatic criticisms of those who had attacked him. 
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From the time of Dr. Ametif s airiTol in the East he 
vas kept very bo^y mitkipg addreeeee to aadienoea liu^ 
and small eager to hear at first hand the story, still so 
thriUlng, of the sl^e and Its ooDcomitants. Among die 
earliest of these addmses was one given in ISew Tork at 
a banquet in honor of the Honorable E. H. Conger, United 
States Minister to Chins, by the Amerioan ABlatlo As- 
sooiatiOD. This association of merchants and old China 
hands vho had special interests in trade or diplomacy 
-was organized in 1696 to fiujilitate the development of 
China in commercial and all other beneficial -wt^R. Many 
of the great merchanta of Sew York, as well as the great 
beneitetors, wen membeis of the association. The pres- 
ence of Mr. Conger afforded an opportunity for exploiting 
Chinese affldrs sach as they vere always desirous of osing 
as wisely as possible. 

Through Dr. C C. Crec^an, the local secretary of tlie 
American Board, an Invitation was extended to Dr. 
Ament The banqnet was spread at Delmonico's and was 
a very elaborate afhir. Some fonr taondred of the prin- 
cipal bankers and basineas men of the city were honored 
widi an invitatioD to meet Mr. Conger. 

Sabseqaent to the imposing banquet, Mr. Conger was 
preerated to the association and made an admirable ad- 
dress. He was heard most cordially. At the close of his 
address he spoke a few words of the highest appreciation 
of the sfnvlces rendered by a missionary in North China, 
eepeciaUy referring to the heroic services of Dr. Ament 
Dr. Ament, who had a seat of honor next to Minister 
Conger, was then called npon to speak. When be arose, 
every man there sprang to his feet and the cheering lasted 
a long time. Coming as this reception did from tiie lead- 
ing business men of New York City, It was felt to be a 
wonderftil thbnte to Dr. Ament and a fitting rebnke to 
his oritiGS. Dr, Ament made an addrea; which was re- 
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eeived vitb great enthnaiasm. One voald like to quote 
from each of these edgnificaDt addreBsee. Those vho are 
especially intereeted will find them duly recorded in foil 
Id the journal of the American Asiatio AamoiatioQ in the 
bound Toluue for 1901. Immediately following the New 
York addresa was one in Boston, given before the Tweo* 
tieth Oentory Olab, the membeis of which were equally 
interested in hearing at first hand the story of the reoent 
events in China. Here aa elsewhere the address was re- 
ceived with real appreoiatioD. It was anch receptions 
as these which made it possible to drop henoeforth any 
reference to the oontroversy as r^arded himself and his 
methods, and to devote his whole energy to the finer woi^ 
of explaining the growth of the Christian Ohnrch in China 
which bad been able to exhibit so nobly and signally its 
firmly grounded fidth, which neither blood, nor fire, nor 
deaUi ooold shake or destroy. The noble army of China 
martyrs is to stand as the rich eusample for those who, 
for Chrisfs sake, mf^ still be called to soS^ring and aao* 
riflce. 

Among the subsequent addieaaes of Dr. Ament none 
was perhaps more noticeable than that delivered before 
the great loteornational Christian Endeavor Society, held 
at Toronto in the summer of this year. Dr. Ament had 
been an ardent endeavorer in China, and had been deoted 
a tmstee for China of the World's Christian Endeavor 
Union. When be was presented to the great audience at 
Toronto, more than three thoosand filling the anditoiium, 
he was greeted most enthnsiascically with the fomons 
Christian Endeavor salnte. His address under the spell 
of such a reception was among the best he had ever de- 
livered. The months of the Bnmmer and antomu were 
spent at the West In visiting the churches and telling th« 
story of the great si^ie and the result of the planting 
ta the Christian &ith in China. Most of the Western 
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BtatoB hold their Gongre^tional Aaaooiatioa of chonshes 
in the earl; aatanm. Dr. Ament attended many of Uiese 
in Wisconsin, KinneBota, Nebraska and the Dakotaa. 
He was received vith very deep interest and aooeptanoe 
and returned from the long circular trip with an ardent 
aeoae of Qie great fellowsliip of chnrchce, and the Taimth 
and heartinees of their appreciation and welcome. 

Early io October, the annual meeting of the American 
Board waa held at Hartford, Oonn. There was a very 
large attendance of corporate and honorary members. 
On the evening assigned to the China missions, Dr. Ament 
Tas the principal missionary speaker. His ptesenoe and 
tLe aasuranoe that he would speak at this meeting had 
been fully announced. The audience which greeted hia 
appearance on the platform was a very fine one, for the 
good people of Hartford seemed willing to give their own 
response to the criticiams of their citizen, Mr. Clemens. 
It may have been tme that the crowd of three thousand 
woich packed the opeia house were expecting to hear a 
passionate defense of himself, and perhaps an attack upon 
hifi aocoser. The whole audience was of one mind in 
greeting with enthusiasm the heroic and now vide^ 
known missionary. His addieas, as reported in the Hart- 
ford papers, was a adgnal one. Not a word of reprisal or 
of self-vindication. His th^ne was the redemption of 
China. During the hour allotted him he poured himself 
out in an aoconnt of mission work in China, presented 
with all his ardent belief that henceforth Cbri^ianity was 
to be the influence that woold make itself a permanent 
and profound impression, the environment that must 
mould and goide the progress and the uplift of the Mid- 
dle Kingdom. 

The comment of the Hartford Oouraat, the following 
morning, showed how completely this address disarmed 
criticism in the very home of Mr. Clemeus. In fiict it 



itized by Google 



A MISSIONARY FURLOUGH 368 

aroused fresh interest in mission work and won for Dr. 
Ament a greatly increased circle of friends and admireia 
There was a kind of magnanimity illnstrated wbieh ooold 
bat aasare for bim new appreciation and friendships. 

Oherlin, Ohio, Dec. $, igoi. 
Dear Da. and Mrs. Lbktx : 

I am glad to say we are comfortably settled in Oberlin 
and greatly enjoy our opportunities here. The Messiah is to 
be rendered soon and will be the event of the season. We 
claim for Oberlin the best conservatory of music outside of Bos- 
ton. I go to Michigan and Illinois for brief visits, and then 
go to Nev York and Brooklyn to spend the month of February. 
I expect to address the Manhattan Association, Wednesday, 
January 39th. The spirit of the churches in the West, 
Nebraska, Kansas and other states is delightfully warm and the 
religious note is high. I feel buoyed up by the association 
with dear brethren in these places. I get good news from my 
colleagues in China. Our chapels are full of inquirers and all 
the work seems moving along. The death of Li Hung Chang 
will work for good. His successor is in earnest for refwm and 
is willing to sacrifice to attain that end. 

Yours fraternally, 

W. S. Amint. 

Oberlin, Dec. 24, tgoi. 

To Miss SCHIRUBR : 

I suppose no one can tell how many bundled miles I 
have travelled since I saw you last. I have been east and 
west, in the middle states. Now I am with my dear family for 
a brief season. January 12th, I start for St. Louis for a week 
and on January afith I begin a campaign in New Jersey, Brook- 
lyn and New York. I speak in Dr. Hillis's church, Dr. Cad- 
man's and many others. I have worked hard during the last 
seven months, but as the pe<^le have been so sympathetic and 
friendly I have not felt the burdens, so true it is that love light- 
ens labor. We find Oberlin a very pleasant home. The at- 
mosphere is intellectual, music is in the air and the moTal tone 
is high. Every one is busy. We find hardly time to call on a 
few old friends. Good news from China. People are flocking 
to the chapels and the country is settling down to a better growth 
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than before. We hope to go back to Chioa some time in the 
late Bpring. Majr you have a joyous and delightful time re- 
calling the Christ CbUd. 

Oberlin, Dee. 31, zpoi. 
To THE Sahc : 

We are a happy family. Christmas in our home, good 
health, and under our ovn roof. What more can people want 
in this world's things 7 Thank you for your generous gift. I 
must visit several places in Brooklyn and can stay in no place 
long. It will be a busy five weeks which I shall spend in and 
around New York, then comes the preparation and the flit for 
China. Mother and the boy must be left, and onr hearts 
nearly rent in twain, but the problem is clearer now than it 
was two months ago. Mother is more cheerful and will go 
back to OwosEO, and be among old friends and sights. She 
will then be happy. Good-bye, dearly beloved friend of so 
many years. I am some like the Chinese and cling to old 
friends. 

Oberlin, Ohia, March ai, igo2. 
Dear Dr. Lxetz : 

Our date for sailing from San Francisco is fixed at 
May 9th. I am just rested up from a very hard campaign is 
New York which drew heavily on my physical resources. 
Mrs. Ament goes on Monday to Michigan to attend the meet- 
ing of the state branch of which she is president Early in 
April I go to our old home in Michigan, Owosso, and rdn- 
state my mother, where she will not be quite so homesick as 
she has been here. Although eighty-four years old in May, 
mother is in good health and I see no reason why she may not 
be here waiting for us at the end of our next term of service. 
My boy, now in the academy at Oberlin, with Miss Wyett, 
Mrs. Amcnt's aunt, will hold the house together at Ob^lin. 
The calls are loud and imperative from China. Full chapels 
are reported and work is opening on every side. What is to 
become of the old empire no one can prophesy. Nothing but 
truth can satisfy them and the poor bewildered people know 
not where to turn. We want to be on the frontier where the 
battle is hottest and do our share to turn the current of afiTaiia 
in the right direction. 

In a certain sense we are jumping into the dark in going 



itized by Google 



A MISSIONARY FUELOUGH 365 

back just now. The place where the station resides at present 
belongs to the Chinese government and must be given up in 
October. The Board has advanced f 10,000 on indemnity ac- 
count but OUT new house cannot be put up and made ready 
for us for residence before next year. I am glad to return to 
China with the clear conviction that the tide of interest in 
world-wide work is rising and that our churches are working 
as never before in harmony with the teachings of Christ 
Some divergence from traditional observances and teachings 
do not indicate any loosening of the tie that binds to die Per- 
stnality irf the Master. 

Yours, 

W. S. A 
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RENEWALS AT PEKING 

LBAYIKO Ban FiuidBoo May Itili the traTeUcn 
arrived at Peking four wee^B later, after a very 
propiUoTB Joomey. Great cluiiig«8 were in proo- 
esB on their arrival. The oommiasioa appointed to 
consider claims and indemnities had aaaembled. In 
the aasurance that indemnities wonld be daly paid tlie 
miasionB vere haatening to begin reboilding. Mr. Btelle^ 
formerly of Dr. Gilbert Beid's mission, had permanently 
joined oar mission and tras rendering invaloable aid in 
reestablishing the missioD in its old quartets. Several 
sooeeflsire enlargements had been secored before 1900 
carrying a line of piemises directly throngh to the fh>nt 
atie^ Daring Dr. Amenfs absence all tlie remaining 
coortB and buildings on the east and vest had been 
secnred. These additions were made at an expense of 
abont (10,000. It thns became possible to hare a gate- 
way ftont on Teng Shih K'oa and an open expanse vithin 
to the rear. It seemed advisable to form a general plan 
for the reconstruction. The accompanying photograph 
shows the new entrance, over the fine gateway of which 
is carved in Obioeee oharaoters the name of the mission — 
Kong Ii Hai — the Congregational Mission. The new 
baildings on the street were the Front Chapel, on the 
left the book room of the American Bible Sooif^. At 
266 
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tbe present time the Bible Society have greatly enlarged 
their plans. They vill have separate premises and erect 
an admirable and expensive Bible boose apon the fine 
macadamized Teng Shih K'on, a daily thoroogh&re for 
offloials and others paaaing from the Ha Ta Street to the 
vest and the imperial city. The photograph shom in 
the deep viata the new church boilding, an edifice of excel- 
lent architectoral design, capable of holding 1,100 people. 
The plan of reooustractlon incladed on the west of the 
cboroh all the buildings of the Bridgman Academy and 
the Union College for Women, and the Angell Memorial 
Bible Training School, with residence houses on either 
aide of the open space in the centre. 

The snnuner of 1902 was devoted to these rebnilding 
eflbrts. The oare of the rebnilding fell in large measnre 
to Mr. Stelle. One of the residences on the east aide was 
bnilt by the Yale Mission for the temporary residence of 
Hr. llkarston. On selecting Honau for the Yale centre 
this residence reverted, according to agreement, to the 
American Board. It is now occnpied by Dr. Yonng. 
The boildings for the Bridgman Sdiool were under the 
care of Miss Porter, ta-ansferred from Shantung to tb« 
care of the schools. The photographs will show the 
pleasant honse for the ladies ; the new Union Oolle^ 
boildings comprising a two story recitaHon room, with 
court in front and rear, on the latter of which the dormi- 
tory jiaces. Behind and north of theee are kitchen and 
dining-rooms with laundry and other necessary rooms. 
More recently other buildings completing the immediate 
need for the Woman's College and the Angell Memorial 
have been erected. Dr. Ament's house was placed on the 
east side of the transept of the church. On that side also 
there has now been erected from the gift of the Tank 
fond a prayer hall, for the leaser social gath^ings of the 
ohorch. 
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Peking, June aS, igoa. 
Dear Dr. Suth : 

We reached our field od June 14th, xoA find ouikItcs 
now after scnne hard work fairly settled. I Uunk without 
doubt there will be large opportunity in the future for associa- 
tion on friendly terms with the gentry and officials of the 
neighbOTbood. We have more friends than formerly and 
more i^cials in office call on us than ever dreamed of coming 
three year* ago. As soon as I can, I hope to visit all our peo- 
ple, see their homes, hear their stories, and try to get into liv- 
ing relations with them, (This evidently refers to the imme- 
diate neighborhood Chinese and not to the nadve Christians 
alone.) After that I will write my impressions of the state of 
the church and our hopes of progress. They have been put to 
a severe test which would try the virtue of those longer in the 
Christian life. It is a matter for gratitude that we are back in 
the old haunts and whatever the conditions we shall plan for 
the largest growth and upbuilding of the kingdom. 

In ocoordanoe with this plan Dr. Ament visited the 
country cbniches in the diBtricts of Uang T^^ ftl ft iig and 
Obo ObotL The building of his honse and the renewed 
care of the station, as well as the long sommer, made it 
difBcolt to spend mnoh time in touring. In October tlie 
station had the peculiar j oy of leaving the Mongol palace 
and of retnrning to the original home of the station. For 
two years they bad ooctipied the princely palace. The 
large east room in tite palace bad served for all the re- 
ligions servioea In the spacious courts, Dr. Ament had 
met the delc$;ationB from the villages and from the native 
Christians who needed his advice and help. Bat it was 
good to be located once more in the old oompoond, de- 
spite the ling^ng dnst and debris of btiilding, and the 
atter absence of shrab or tree. It had changed en- 
tirely, no one knowing tbe exact location of former house 
or spot, since the txansformattons were complete, and in 
retnming tbey came to new soenea. Alas, that "the 
pastores green," tlie grand trees of other days, and tbe 
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lorely floveis were gone. Bat these by care and ooltnre 
oould be renewed, while the qoarters for work were fax 
more comply and healthful than the narrow contt ways 
and mildewing alleys of former days. For the mission as 
for the station, all was practically new, except the res- 
oaed lives of the greatly depleted Ohristlan oonuaonities. 
The report of the Peking station for 1900 gave as its nom- 
ber of oommonioants 611. The report for the year end- 
ing 1901 showed a membeiBhip of only 426. Two hnn- 
dred and fifty had bem killed by the Bozeig. It was an 
indication of the terrible oatoome of the Boxer days, and 
yet fall of hope, since so large a nnclens remained for the 
regathering of the ohorch. In October Dr. and UtB. 
Ament visited all the stations sonth of Peking. Miss 
BoBsell accompanied them. The railroad had been re- 
paired and extended, so that they conld travel wldi 
rapidity and ease to (%o Choo, and thence divei^ to the 
stations sontheast from this large city. This railway 
passes throngh three of the ont-statlons, Ln Koa Oh'iao, 
newly opened, Liang Hsiang city, and Oho Choa. The 
BontberD limit ci Dr. Ament's field adjoined the great 
Boman GathoUc centres of Jen Ohin and Hsien Hsien. 
In many of the villages there was a movement away from 
the Oatiiolio church, because of tbe extortions which ao- 
oompaoied the settlement of the indemnities by their 
assesBoia. There arose in conseqaence a determined 
Jealonsy and hostility to the Protestant advance, whidi 
was a soaroe of modi tronble. Despite this ontovard 
inflaence, there were found clear signs of progress. 

Peking, Nov. so, igo2. 
To Miss ScHnuoH : 

Peking is quite a different city from whit it was two 
jean ago. Foreigners abound and many foreign stores have 
been put up. L^adon Street quite reminds oneof a European 
city. Streets are paved and uniformed policemen uc seen. 
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My Miry is in good health and a tremendous help in our w(vk 
becauM she has good command of the language. 

Have you b^d of the death of Uisa Wyett in Oberlin ? 
She died in Oberlin, September 7th, having had a distrcssiiig 
illnesB ^ not voy long duration. My mother is there now and 
■eema quite content^ to stay in Oberlin, after her summer at 
Owosso. My niece is in Oberlin College and my nephew has 
graduated from the mining college and has a goiad position in 
Butte, Montana. 

M^y tourists are visiting Peking and I have been bcqnng 
that you would drop down on us. You would find Peking a 
curious old city and yon would want to give it a good look 
over. 

I wish yon could see my pleasant study. Vour books adorn 
my new shelves, here are my scales for weighing silver, and my 
typewriter is my well beloved friead. A large imperial felt is 
on the floor. It would be an event of a lifetime to viat this 
worn-out <dd city. May best blessings follow you in all things 
and the smiles <k oui Father be on yon. 



Late in the year of bis return we find Urn writing to 
hla aged mother. 

Ptkmg, Dte. at, X903. 
Hy dear Mother : 

It is Sunday evening, and Mary has gone to a meeting 
of Aroerican soldiers. I am left alone and the sensation is rare 
and ioterating. I do not think I can improve my time better 
than by writing to my beloved mother. The New Year is ap- 
proaching. It hardly seems like winter as the weather has 
been so unusually warm for this time of the year. To-morrow 
the Emperor goes to worship at the Temple of Heaven and to 
report to high heaven his doings for the year and to crave 
grace for the year to come. His cavalcade will be long and 
imposing, and, as be will take so much time in crossing the 
railroad, all trains must be stopped for the day. We are glad 
that Emperors do not go out every day. To-day the Presby- 
terian church was dedicated. It will seat about five hundred 
peojde and is very convenient. It will be a glad day for us 
when our new church is ready. As yet we have no idea wbea 
the money will wrire for that purpose. 
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I was in the country three days List week. I went to my 
old stamping ground, Ya An Tun , in the Liang Hsiang district. 
The peo[de were ghid to see me as I had not visited them since 
my return last June. This little church had been badly harried 
by Boxers and Catholics and some had fallen away. But they 
are all coming back and soiry to find that they had been so 
weak. A temple hod been turned over to us in place of a 
chapel that had been pulled down. I have made arrange- 
ments with the old priest to care for him at long as he lives 
and after that the land ia to come to the church. We needed 
the priest's room for the boys' school, otherwise I do not think 
I could have brought myself to have urged the old priest to get 
out. He will find a comfortable room in another temple. 

I have some dizziness, which somehow seems to be associ- 
ated with my stomach, though I do not see how, I am getting 
old and do not rest up from hard work as I used to. I must 
take things a little easier. I do not think any one can say that 
I have been buy since I returned. 

The snnnal report of the miasion, 1903, records that 
Dr. and Mrs. Ament Tinted the cotmtry stations In March 
and April of the oorrent year. It ia from a aootliem 
atatton on fbis tour that Hn. Ament mciteB the following 
letter: 

Jfan Mmg, March aS, 1903. 
Mv DEAR Mothkr: 

This is the fourth day In the country. We spent a 
night at Cho Chou, one at P'ing Tinjr, and yesterday reached 
here. Everywhere are signs of life and growth. At this 
moment William is planning for some new boys to come to the 
primary school here from near vilUges. They are to bring as 
much grain as they would eat at home, and the church here is 
to provide the running expenses, while the Board helps «i 
teacher's salary. The old helper here (Mr. Hung, for a long 
time one of Dr. Blodget's most efficient workers) is dead and 
preparations for his funeral are in progress. A great shed has 
been erected. Loads of grain stalks and piles of coal balls 
are stacked up to prepare the funeral meats ; earthen bowls are 
piled up with pork. Dozens of fowls have been killed. 
Sasktta 9f if^t v^eublea and ^^tles§ cabbages arc in tetuU* 
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nen. Yards of vhite cottcm doth are toni in strips for girdlea 
ot sewed into head-dresses foi the men and women, $s all 
guests wear rooiuning for a while. All who come bring 
either money or its equivalent and e^s and grain have been 
flowing in. The gnat day is Tuesday, the day <rf the buiiaL 
One hundred families have been invito!. I presume between 
two and three hondred persons will be here. Helper Hung 
had been living here sevoul years and his son was pastor here 
five years till the troubles, when he disappeared. It is thought 
that he fled to Mongolia, and there was a rumor that he was 
seen « year ago at Uliasiiai, way off in Ui, in ^e far north- 
west ; that he believed his family to be killed and was not 
coming back. He was a good faithful man, but timid and was 
frigbtoied nearly out of his wits by the Boxen at this place two 
years ago. It is bard U) bdieve that all these things happened 
here in this r^on, for all seems quiet now, A crowd has just 
come out of the chapeL It seems that a man working here oo 
the funeral preparations was arrested last night as one of a nest 
of gamblers near. There was a great radtet, and for a few 
minutes we thoagbt there was a fire. He was coming away 
from here and Uie officers thought he was escaping by means 
of our gate, but William got him released and hence the crowd 
came with the man to thank William. About sixty-five at- 
tended the service. A number of women brought in %gs, — 
nice brown shelled. I wish I could fry some for you. 

Monday. — It rains slowly. The mourners are dressed in 
coarse white clothing, for the feast begins to-day and continues 
four days. I hope to see a lot of women during this time. 
Otherwise we should go on. We have a coal stove in our 
room made of bricks and plaster and set into a wooden frame. 
It keeps my room quite comfcmable. I mean with a k>ng coat, 
fur cape and hat and extra underwear. 

Yesterday the oldest son of the pastor, Jui Ming — "Pro- 
pitious Ljght " — came in with a grieved expression and said 
" My aunt calls me a bone." His mother advised him to keep 
out of his aunt's way for a while. They are pretty thick just 
now, three wives and one daughter, with seven of the ten 
grandchildren in these two adjacent courts. No wonder there 
is occasion for the use of strong language. If the aunt were 
not a Christian she would probably have called the obstreper- 
ous child " a disint^ated bone " which is the final epithet in 
such cases. To-day William goes to a village near by. 1 
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■hall have enough to do here. A man goes to Peking, 
Wednesday, who will take this letter. 

Lovingly youis, 

Mary Ahent. 



P. S. — I am at home again. The women and boys ate 
coming and going, house cleaning going on in the school court 
and we wilt be mce and tidy to b^n. 

The place seemed full of liuilding materials when I went 
away, but it is crammed full now and no hope c^ a clearance 
for many months. My Sunday-school class of teachers seemed 
glad to see me. While we were studying the lesson together 
William brought in three children, three old nurses, a gentle- 
man and a serving man. The old man was one sav^ afler 
the siege, and was one of the donors of the tablet. The 
children were his son and grandsons. He has had a wife and 
three other women, and all are dead. As he ogled the pretty 
young women in my class, one of whom was unmarried, I 
soon dismissed them. He repeatedly asked who she was and 
where she lived, so I soon made an excuse to get them away. 
I [oesume he will try to get this young lady for his fifth. 
He'll find her parents are above that arraogeroeDt 

Peking, May St ^poj. 
To Dr. Siotr: 

The telegram announcing the grandng of our request 
for sums for the new church and a general enlargement was 
received with exquisite delight at this station. It is a weekly 
proUem what to do with the people who come to our Sabbath 
services. Oui numbers and strength are growing rapidly. 
Mrs. Ament and I have recently returned &wn a long tour in 
the country. Our out-stations are recovering from the troubles 
of 1900. We have now more preaching places than before the 
outbreak. We count up now an even twenty chapels. Our 
services are carried on more cff less regularly. Since last mis- 
sion meeting our additions have been 130, the largest addition 
in one year since the station was opened. Our stations are so 
arranged that now we nevei are obliged to stop at a Chinese 
inn. On this trip twelve deacons were ordained in six 
churches. Men were chosen whose characters are respected 
by all. Four new schools were started, two of them being half 
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luppoTted by the native church. Twenty-eight people were 
baptized. It has been proposed that the young helpers at Cho 
Chou and Lu Kou Chiao, both graduates of Tung-chow 
College tod Theological Seminary be raised to the pastorate. 
This is my wish and the general consensus of opinion would 
warrant this step. But one of the young men is so modest 
that he underrates his ability, and thinks, also, his church 
should pay more of his salary than they have any ability to do 
at the present time. It is a matter for congratulation that any 
of our helpers has reached the point when he counts it a noalter 
of moment that the local church should be responsible for his 
support. Some helpers have looked forward with dread to 
native support as they supposed it would cut them loose from an 
assured income given by the mission. But Pastcv Jen has been 
■o long and so faithfully supported by native contributions that 
the example is having a good effect. 

On our trip we never heard one unpleasant word, and were 
received most cordially everywhere by officials itnd people. I 
am glad to consider myself a friend of the smaller officials 
whom it is my privilege to meet, and I always find that they 
•re glad to hdp one with all reasonable requests. 

Tung-chow, May 28, 1903. 
My dear Mothir: 

We are in the midst of annual meeting and all are 
very busy. Mary is here, also people from Kalgan, Fao Ting 
Fu, Shantung and others. The Chinese had a good meeting 
and went away in good spirits. The oudook is good for the 
whole mission. Many new buildings are going up, We in 
Peking are to have a line new church building which will seat 
1,153 people. Mr. Stelle looks after the work and is very busy. 
I look after the preachers and have many meetings on my hands. 
We need more schools. The Chinese want education and 
know a good school when they see it. I am writing in the 
collie building which is so constructed that it gets all the sun 
in winter and none in summer. We had fine meetings among 
ourselves and I think the Holy Spirit is in our midst. 

I believe China is going to be converted and great things 
will take place before long. I hope you will pray hard for us 
out here. We have so many things to contend against and so 
much in ourselves. I want to be more loving in my relations 
with my brethren and want more holiness. I used to think I 
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conld tell when yon were praying fear me. I think great good 
came to me through your prayers. I hope you will pray much 
for OUT boy Will. His father and mother are so far away ; he 
needs special help. 

Miss Porter b just reading the report of the Bridgman 
School. I wish you could see what a. splendid school it is. I 
think the women of the -United States would be pleased to 
support such a school if they knew what it was. We gready 
enjoy being at Tung-chow, where the air is so pure and where 
there is a little grass. If you wait a few years we shall have aa 
fine a college campus as there is ia China, 

It is pleasant to record here that Dr. Ament'B admi- 
lable colleagQe, Mr. Stelle, had fonnd a mate for himself in 
Mias Elizabeth Sheffield of the BridgmaD School Wed- 
ding bells were heard at Tnng-cbow on the 10th of Jane, 
1903. A cheerful oompany of a hundred goesta, tnolod- 
ing Minister Conger, Sirs. Conger and Miss Campbell, 
and the United States CoDBul-Genera) Bagsdale, with 
others, gathered at the house of Dr. ShefBeld. Gifts 
from the Empress DowagOT bad preceded the company 
and her representative, the Dnohees Te, was present to 
witness a Christian wedding service, accompanied by her 
atut and attendants. General Ma Ya Knn and other 
Tnng-chow ofBcials presented gifts and greetings. It 
was a happy event and the station welcomed Mra. Stelle, 
realizing what it had gained in strength and unity by the 
coming of these into the ranks of the married workers of 
the station. 

It will be fitting in this ooonectlon to recall the great 
influence of Mrs. Conger, whose social prestige and wise 
thonghtfulnees as well as hnmanitarian impulses opened 
the way for the acquaintance and the entrance of the 
miaslonary influence npon this wider circle. The readers 
of Mrs. Conger's charming "Letters from Peking" will 
find recorded there the fuller acconnts of the beginnings 
of that influence. 
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On the tetnm of Qie court from its exile an fuidienoe 
was given the foreign ambaasadors when the ministen 
were received in the forbidden city for the first tim& 
On the 1st of February, 1902, the ladies of the diplomatic 
corps were received in like manner, Mn. Conger being 
the dean among them. After a eeoond soch reception 
whidi was more intimate and womanly in its conitesiee, 
Htb. Conger decided to retnm the compliment in a sim- 
pie way acceptable to Her M%]eety. The court prin- 
cesses were accordingly invited to tltSn. All the ladies 
of the American Lq^tion and army post were invited to 
assist and one lady from each American Mission to assist 
as interpreters and entertainers. Mrs. Conger writes : 
"My missionary assistants were moat proficient" At 
Mrs. Conger's tiffin at the American Legation, December 
26, 1903, a fine photograph was taken of the court prin- 
oessea In his more recent volume, " Conrt Life in Pe- 
king," Dr. Headland presents a photograph of one of the 
receptions at the American Legation, in which each of 
the missionary ladies acting as interpreters appeals. 
Mis. Ament and Miss Porter are of that nnmbw. 

The visiting prinoessee were natorally drawn a Uttle 
nearer those wiUi whom they must speak than to othera 
Thus it came about in a natural way that the social bar- 
riers to aoquaintanoe or intimacy were dissolved. We 
should interpret this as one of the ways of that interior 
working of the Spirit of Gh>d of which we so often speak. 
Hearts of stone become hearts of flesh. Mrs. Btelle had 
been one of Mrs. Conger's assistants and Interpreters, and 
the Empress on learning of her coming wedding had ap- 
pointed Madam Te to attend. Madam Te herself as the 
hostess for two years of the Tung-chow station at the 
Chao Knng Palace, had naturally a special interest in 
Misa Sheffield and her career. 
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Forenoon tnd «ftenKicin tnd nigbl— Forenoon 
And ■fternoon and night, — Forenoon, uid— wImI? 
The empty *ong T^e»t« itself. No more? 
Ve«, that it life. Hake thii forenoon tnblime, 
Tbii aftenoon a pulm, thu night a ptayer. 
And time ii oonqnered, tnd thy crown ii mm. 

—E. R. sat. 



COUNTRY TOURING AND ACTIVE MISSION WORK 

IT aoconnt of a coantry tour taken by Dr. and 
Bfrs. Ament in the month of July, 1903, in a 
letter to the ITew Haven Ohnrch : 



A 



Piking, Aug. i8, T903. 
Dbar Friends : 

It is alnuys an experimrat to travel abroad in the months 
of July and August. It is then we expect our heaviest storms 
and worst roads. So it was with some reluctance that we set 
out upon this trip which seemed sufficiently urgent to justify 
the effort. Last summer I had gone alone and had met with 
very heavy rain-storms which, however, would not impede an 
old traveller lightly equipped. This year we were quite a com- 
pany, Mrs. Ament, cook and boy. 

The food-box was packed, our soldier's cot folded into small 
compass and on July id we took the noon train for our ride 
of twenty-five miles to the city of Liang Hsiang, our first sta- 
tion. Here we left the railroad and hired three carts for about 
thirty cents each to take us to Pu An Tun, a village six miles 
distant 

We have here a school with eight boys. The preacher is a 
simple-minded man from the province of Shantung who has 
litUe to commend him but a warm heart and a good character. 
As so many of our preachers were killed we were obliged to use 
what material we could. But the choice of this man has been 
justified by the character of his work. On Sabbath the chapel 
was filled to overflowing with sixty-five people and more stand- 
277 
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iDg about the windows. Four persons were baptized and five 
taken on probation. The new teacher for the school was se> 
cuied so that the preacher can give his whole time to visiting 
other villages. This village had just passed through the triple 
scourge of smallpox, scarlet fever and dysentery. The son of 
one irf our young and well beloved deacons was taken away as 
well as many others. In a neighboring village ninety deaths 
of children were reported from these causes. 

On our way to the next station we stopped at the door of the 
LJn fiunily, whose clan is so lai^e that it comprises nearly all 
the people in the village of Pei Lais. Into this family was mar- 
ried a young woman from Pu An Tun, the mother choosing 
the acres of the Lin family, instead of a humble Christian home. 
But the difficulties began to appear. She married into the 
youngest generation of the U.m, and hence all other members 
of the family are superior to her, though some are inferior in 
age. It thus became her duty to yield preference to them all, 
and at New Year's time to knock her head to every member of 
the family three times in succession, making in all about three 
hundred times. The mother now regrets that the daughter 
does not have the freedom of a Christian home. 

Cho Chou. — Our next objective was this city where we have 
a large working plant. We stopped but a few days, the beat 
was oppressive, the people busy. We held two or three suc- 
cessful evening meetings and held our prayer-meeting on the 
littie grass plat in the rear lot. Here the preacher, a well- 
trained man, the Bible woman, and the school-teacher, together 
with a warm-hearted deacon, make a force equal to the work in 
hand. 

From here, in hired carts we proceeded to P'ing T'ing, a 
market town fifteen miles southwest. We hoped to dedicate 
the chapel, but found the work not quite finished, so that was 
deferred to the next visit. The whole town was interested in 
the dedication and the leading merchants had contributed 
money propodng to put up a line tablet to commemorate the 
occasion. The Bible woman and the Bridgman School young 
woman who was assisting had done good work, as was seen in 
the crowd of children who could repeat parts from the cate- 
chism and other Christian books. The Sabbath was a notable 
day. Never before had we had here so comfortable a room in 
which to meet, and neva were so many present. The hus- 
bands of two of the women had been killed by the Boxers in 
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1900, and now as loyal wives they vranted to walk in the same 
way their husbands had walked in. One man and three women 
were received to mcmbeiship. The man was a youngei son in 
a large family and was ia terror lest his father should know of 
the step taken. He was finally persuaded to make a full breast 
of the whole matter and the older brother came to see this one 
taken into the church, and seemed much pleased to be there. 
In our fine new premises in this place, we need a school for 
boys and hope soon to see one started. We suffered greatly 
from the heat in this place, the chapel being situated just in the 
centre of the village and odors were numerous and fresh breezes 
few. 

From P'ing T'ing to the next chapel is a hard ride of twenty 
miles. Here is the market town of Nan Meng. The helper, 
Deacon Yiu of Cho Chou, was in a good state of mind, anxious 
to work and cheerful at the prospects before the church. They 
had moved fixnn their rented property and occupied the new 
premises recently purchased. Here we have reason to expect 
that we shall have a property adequate to all the demands as 
the work expands. 

The next morning as early as possible to avoid the heat, we 
set out fOT the little city of Pao Ting,— same name as that of 
the capital of the province — where a new chapel, never befisre 
opened, was in process of completion. Helper Fan was here 
and with his young wife had taken hold of things with great 
enthusiasm. This is a new [dace so far as Christian work is 
concerned, and it may be some time before we can report much 
progress. It takes time to get acquainted with the people and 
to secure their confidence so as to warrant a genuine listening 
to one's message. 

Mrs. Ament met many women here and had some very in- 
teresting interviews. At one she was warning them against 
gambling. One old lady remarked : " Well, what can we do ? 
Our eyes are poor and we cannot learn to read. We used to 
spin but the foreign yarn has come in and we can buy cheaper 
than we can spin. So our occupation is gone. We have noth- 
ing to do but to play cards." There is much truth in what the 
old lady said. China is going to the wall commercially. Her 
tea is degenerating, her cotton costs more than foreign yam, 
hardly anything is left for her. The weather was so hot that 
Mrs. Ament decided to remain at Pao Ting while I visited the 
remaining places. It was also decided that the remainder of 
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our trip should be by boat as there is direct connection with 
Tientsin by the Ta Ching— Great Bright— River. By the kindly 
intervention of a Mohammedan friend a boat was hired and it 
was on hand for our departure, Monday a. h., July aoth. 

I went fint to the Fan Chia village and viewed the new 
chapel which was approaching completion. As usual the 
deacon who was superintending the work had gone beyond all 
appropriations and wanted man money. As the church-mem- 
b^i) including the deacon, had spent the whole summer in vol- 
untary work, and had done very well in contributing work and 
material, it seemed best to add to the previous sum granted. 

Near by in a temple was the boys' school whic^ had been 
started by the magistrate of Pao Ting, and was now in full op- 
eraiion with eighteen boys and young men, six of whom were 
from Christian families. The prefect of Peking had told the 
local official that there was to be no distinction between appli- 
cants whether Christiaa or not 

The rettim was made to Fan Chia Cboang and Mib. Ament 
felt strong enough to attend the service where all wete most 
pleased to see her. The unusual sight was seen in a Christian 
chapel of the students of a Chinese school and their instructors 
dtdng in quietness and order during the service. The magis- 
trate has confiscated a Boxer temple in the next village to the 
one in which our new chapel is located, and the best of rela- 
tions exists between them and the church people. Six boys 
from Christian families are in the school, and the whole school 
is an example of harmonious relations between the church and 
the village people. This is as it should be, and we hope to 
cultivate the same in other places. 

Monday morning, July aoth, found us safely established on 
a housetxrat bound for Tientsin. Tuesday evening we reached 
Peking. On Saturday of the same week, Mrs. Ament set out 
for Pci Tai Ho, the seaside resort for tired people. A confer- 
ence was held at this place August i8th-30th. Through the 
liberality of Mr. Tewksbury, we were requested to invite some 
of our native helpers to go at his expense and hold a sort of 
summer school. This has now been in session several days and 
is proving eminently helpful and inspiring. About sixty men 
are in attendance from five missions and seem to enjoy their 
mutual association very much. This week Saturday we all re- 
turn to Pekbg and soon will be in the full tide of autumn 
work. 
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Inking, Oct. ff, igo3. 
My DBAS Son : 

Your mother has been so busjr this week that I do not 
think she has written her usual letter to her beloved son. Sc^ 
as she is in Tung-chow looking after our grates, I seize the op- 
portunity to write you a few words. We are anxious to hear 
from you, how you reached home after Saginaw and how you 
found grandma and how you are starting in the high school. 

I went yesterday to Fang Shan to take over a chapel which 
the London Mission is transferring to us. It is a beautiful 
place at the foot of the hills, pure air and fine scenery. There 
are only a few Christians who have been greatly discouraged 
since the troubles. On my way back I called on the official at 
Liang Msiang and he treated me royally. I remsuned to din- 
ner with him and the other officers. He gave to our Christian 
village Immunity from military taxes, a great privilege, and let 
ofi* a man whom he was going to punish for a small offense. I 
was so pleased with him that I took off the revolver and belt I 
bad on and gave them to him. He also was greatly pleased 
with the present and sent me home in his cart, and in the 
morning sent a finely caparisoned horse for me to ride. He 
says he will send h^ son to our school. We are waiting for 
Dr. and Mrs. Devins to arrive. You know Mrs. D. is your 
mother's aunt &om New York, and l>r. D. is the editor c^ the 
New York Obstrver, one of the oldest religious journals in the 
United States, and one of the best. 

Our new church is rising rapidly and begins to look like a 
churdi. It wiU certainly be the finest building in the city. 
We have just had our house papered, and it makes a great im- 
provement. If we get in our grates and our curtains up, we 
shall feel as if the great work ofgetting settled in a new bouse 
was about done. 

BefereDoe has already been made to the boUdlng of a 
honae for the Yale Mission. Mr. and Mrs. Thurston had 
oocnpied It afooe their arrival in the autumn of 1902. 
Daring the summer Mr. Thurston had gone to Central 
China to consider the invitation of the Hankow mission* 
aries to select Chang Sha as the centre for the Yale Uni- 
versity Misalon. On returning through Shanghai, Mr. 
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Tbarabm liad oooBnlted vith ^ysieians regarding the 
state of his health. The following letter from Mrs. Ament 
explains the reeolt : 

Inking, Oct. 37, 1903. 
My dear Mother : 

The Tburstons heard from the doctor they consulted in 
Shanghai that Mr. Thuistoa has tuberculosis and must re- 
turn to America at once. Their goods were mostly packed to 
go to Hunan, and now they must open boxes, sell the bulky 
things and repack. Mr. Thurston's strength is small and the 
weather getting cold. They had got to the point where they 
must break up housekeeping, so I invited them over. They 
are occupying our room, as we have to go through the south- 
east room to get to our much loved balcony. 

Friday William and I went to the southern cdty. Had a 
long ride in the sun which cured my cold, but overheated 
William who was on his wheel. I was in a jinricksha. SoSat- 
urday he complained of headache hut was about as usual and 
attending to the usual things. Saturday night, Aunt Lottie and 
Dr. Devins went to visit the Methodist £piscc^>al Mission to 
stay a day, then to the Presbyterian Mission, and so home to 
us. Saturday night as William was sitting by the register in 
an overcoat, complaining of heat and cold hy turns, in came 
Mr. Wilder to preach for him the next day. 1 did all I could 
for William, as he tossed on the balcony cot with fever. Next 
day Dr. Cochrane saw him. He has been coming twicea day. 
It was a clear case of sunstroke, from which he is recovering, 
and if he has a good night to-night may get up to-morrow for 
a little. I have had the boys stay and keep pounding ice f<^ 
his head. Have given him everything myself, as it is criticaL 
Now Mr. Stelle has come back and relieves the situation as con- 
tractors and others were coming to me, and I had to write notei 
for them and translate for the architects. 

Peking, Nov. 28, 1903. 
TothbSahe: 

William ran down to Tientsin yesterday to lecture under 
the auspices of the Y. M. C. A., to audiences of Christian and 
non-Christian men in the Kiang Su Guild Hall, a building 
seating about four hundred. 
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Sunday, 4 v. u. — William's comiDg ended my writing, for' 
there were so many things to talk about As the Viceroy Yuan 
Shih Kai announMd that he would be at home to receive guests 
on Saturday, in honor of the £mpress Dowager's birthday, 
William, Mr. Cunningham and Mr. Gailey went to the yamen 
and saw the Viceroy, whom William describes as a very ordi- 
nary-looking man. Theatricals were in progress all the time. 
The little change did William good. He had perhaps two 
hundred out to hear his lectures, thoughtful students, mon of 
them. Some six hundred attended the evening lectures which 
were of a more popular character, with stereopdcon pictures. 

Mr. and Mrs. Geotse Hinman are with us now, in the inter- 
ests of the Christian Endeavor, and he spoke to their societies 
and to our church this morning. I knew Mrs. Hinman'i 
mother* years ago, as a child may know an oldei student, and 
am enjoying her daughter's strength of character. I think 
their trip among the churches may do good, though it hinders 
their study of the knguage. They have some Fuchow col- 
loquial and a little Southern Mandarin which helps them here, 
though William interpreted for them. 

Love to all, 

tiutv P. AUMT. 

Peking, Ftb. 7, 1904, 
My dear Mother : 

It was splendid to get so long a letter from yon on 
Christmas. Don't make hard work of writing to us but just 
put down a sentence or two to let us know you remember us 
far-away children. It has been a busy week. Ob, but the 
dust is blowing hard, and my house is hopelessly dirty and the 
air so dry that my hands are cracking in many places. 

Final examinations to-day in the Bridgman School aixl 
Mis. SbedBeld and Mr. Wilder, the committee, are up boat. 
Tung-chow, and hard at work hearing them. After prayer- 
meeting I am to hdp decorate the chapet and friends have 
bestowed upon us eight pots of beautiful flowers. Greens are 
here from Tung-chow and the legation has sent flags. The 
flowers are dwaif peaches, double pear, jessamine and peony 
trees all in the prettiest stage of bud and bloom. Miss Chapin's 
geraniums have grown rank and will help to make a bank of 
green, so we shall have a cheerful chapel. We have got an 
appropriation for our boys' school and the brick are coming in. 
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as it is cheaper to buy them before the New Year. Soon a line 
of old buildings will be pulled down ajid the lumber laid aside, 
the bricks sorted into piles, the dirt also saved to mix with the 
lime when building. It will be nice when the en of building 
is over, and we can setde down to straight work. 

Sir Robert Hart sajrs he thinks the Russians will back down 
Bt the last momenL News of the first battle came yesterday. 
Japan sank a small Russian cruiser. 

Yours ever. 

Mart. 

Peking, Fth. i6, 1904. 
To HIS Mother : 

This is Chinese New Year's Day and people are coming 
to make calls. First come the servants on the place and then 
some of the church -members. They present their red cards, say 
a few pleasant words and are gone. Soon the deacons of the 
church will be here and the preachers and ctriporteurs. 
After that the schoolboys will appear in their clean clothes. 

We had a fine watch-meeting last night. Over a hundred 
were present, the chapel was warm and pleasant and all took 
hold to make the meeting a success. Dr. Atwood was here 
and told us something atout Shansi and the resurrection of 
the church there. Some of the young men prepared a special 
song or so for the occasion and twelve o'clock arrived almost 
before we were ready for it after our three hours' meeting. 
The Emperor was on hand at twelve exactly to go to the 
temple of his ancestors. 

Just now some of our best schoolboys came to call. They 
reflect honor on any school. They were clean and well dressed. 
One boy said his father and mother wanted him last night to 
worship the god of wealth but he refused to do so and came to 
our chapel to escape. K man just called who had been a 
Boxer, but is now a reputable member of the church. 

The war has b^un, but it does not seem to affect us in 
Peking. The ministers of five powers have announced that 
China is to be kept neutral and no other will be allowed to 
violate her territory. I have subscribed fcMr Renter's telegrams 
and expect to keep as well posted as possible. Dr. Morrison 
of the London Times thinks that great things are ba take place 
in China and this war is to be the b^inning of a new empire. 
If Japan is victorious, China will fall into line with modem 
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ideas and railroads and all modeni improvemcDts will be intro- 
duced. Whether this dream is realized rem&ins to be seen. I 
have little hope for Chiua except in the wide spn»i of the 
Christian religion. There must be new men befi:ne there can 
be a new China. I am glad you keep as well as you do and 
think fou will carry out my plan for you to live many years. 

Peking, Ftb. 17, 1904. 
Dkar Dr. Lim : 

The new conditions entailed by the war now in opera- 
tion seem to surest that you might wish for information fresh 
from the " Storm Centre of the World." Perhaps there is no 
portion of this planet where opinions are changing and develop- 
ing so rapidly as in China. A few weeks ago the Chinese were 
trembling for fear the Russian Bear would place his great paw 
right down on Peking. Threats had been made to that effect 
but, as the Russians said, it would be only to help the Chinese 
in keeping peace within their own boundaries. 

Russia expected her plans to succeed. Bnt there was one 
power which Russia did not seem fully to imderstand and that 
was Japan. The Japanese have proved themselves to be su- 
perior to all other nations in diplomacy. They have been won- 
derfully patient and lenient when we consider what they have 
had to endure, lliey have been obliged to see Russia absorbing 
Manchuria, a district conquered by Japan in fair conflict in 1894. 
They have had to see the mighty fortress of Port Arthur built 
up almost opposite their own coasts and they know that Port 
Arthur was theirs by all the laws of right of the world. Not 
only that, but they had been practically warned that they must 
expect to see their influence in Korea gradually decline as that 
of Russia increased. When these matters came up for discus- 
sion and decision, Japan had been waiting weeks on weeks, and 
the whole world was trembling for an answer. At the same 
time Russia has been pouring her troops and munitions into 
Manchuria and preparing for a desperate struggle. The fight- 
ing blood of Japan was aroused. She could endure the insults 
no longer. Japan had guncd moral victories before the roar 
of cannon was heard. She has shown patience, wisdom, long- 
suffering and the spirit of compromise, all to no avail, and the 
only appeal was to the sword. So Japan struck the fiist blow 
and it was a hard one. Russia complains of "treachery," 
but could Japan quietly sit by and see these tremendous prepa- 
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rations gmng on for her destruction ? Since the Japanese vic- 
tories b^an, — and there has been a seriest as you doubtless 
know — the change in Peking has been moet marked. The 
Chinese breathe more easily, as do we all 

Next Sabbath I expect to baptize ten men and take on many 
probationen. Our country wcark is growing finely and the 
whole field committed to us, which is over a hundred miles 
■outh and north, and fifty east and west, is in a healthy condi- 
tion. I had a station dass of ten men, all literaty graduates, 
who have just returned to their homes. They were not all 
Christian men, but men who wanted to study Christian doc- 
trine, and some of them dismissed their schools in order to 
come. 

We are all in good health and never enjoyed our work mcne. 
Crowds come to make New Year's calls. 

Best rcgaids to aU, 

W. S. AlOMT. 
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Each di^t a rollowed bf iu day, 

Each stonn by biter weather. 
While all the works of nature ting 

Their aan^s of joy logBther. 
Then learn, oh, heart, &eir songs of hope. 

Cease, totl], (hy thankless sorrow. 
For though the clouds be dark to-day 

The snn shall shine to-morrow. 

—T. £dgar y»mt. 



GROWTH OF XJNION IN MISSION EFFORT 

Peking, April, 1904. 
To Dk. SioTH : 

Mrs. Ament and I have just returned from the most de- 
lightful trip we have yet taken in China. Though we were 
gone a month or more we did not begin to toach most of our 
stations. We first stopped at Liang Hsiang, a city just tbis 
side of Cho Chou and a place we shall long remember, as all our 
Christians were killed except one old man. Hence this place 
is the last one atwhich we have begun rehabilitation. We shall 
have enlarged premises here and a contract was given fot 
buildings which will accommodate schools, Bible woman and 
preacher. Calling on the ofQcial he said that if we should es- 
tablish a school where Western knowledge was taught he would 
be glad to send his son to the school. If he does that, it would 
mean the support of the gentry and the popularity of the school. 
Hence we are looking out for the proper man for tbis impcnr- 
tant place. 

Only a few miles away is the village of Fu An Tun where we 
have 1^ work for years. We were more than pleased with the 
fine audiences here, and the presence of inquirers from many 
villages. In view c^ oiir losses in this village from Boxers and 
other thieves, I succeeded in securing from the magistrate im- 
munity from the taxes for support of soldiers and the necessity 
of supplying carts for transportation. As the villages here are 
near the great road, north and south, these calls for carts had 
been frequent. They were duly grateful for this relief. We 
were pleased while here to have a call from a village in Cho 
Chou district for a Christian teacher. For fear the Catholics 
would force them to start a Catholic school, of their own free 
will they took the entire funds in hand for a school and depos- 
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ited it with the preacher in Cho Chou. We try to be patient 
with those who ttj to break up our work, and to show the peo- 
ple better results of our Christian teaching. 

On the edge of the Wen An plain is the little village of the 
Fu) iamily. Dr. Blodget gave it his loving care and prayerful 
interest and if he could look down from his heavenly home he 
certainly would be pleased to see the fine new chapel now in 
their possession. On Sunday there was a large gathering of 
over a hundred people. Near by is the government school 
atarted by the local cAcial. The school is about equally di- 
vided between Christians and non-Christians. The teacher is 
very friendly and always brings his boys to service if there is a 
man to preach. We do not need to locate a distinctly church 
acbod ao long as the government gives our boys an equal 
chance with the others. Thus ended our journey so full of 
blessing to ourselves, and we can trust some light was com- 
municated to others. 

The war does not seem to have any ddeterious effect upon 
our work. Victory for the Japanese will doubtless mean much 
fiw the development of work in China, if the victory is fsoperly 
lued and not made an excuse for absorbing territory. 



The annual reports of the miasioD, 1901, sam ap in 
brief Eutd compact form the prc^reea of work. Dnring 
the previous year progrees had been made in building. 
The report is able to speak of a new street chapel, a floe 
large chnrch in the compound for Sunday servioes, a 
boys' schoolroom with dormitory to caie for fiity papils, 
near the street front of the oompoond. At the North 
Cborch, new bnildings, taking the place of the Emily 
Amuit Memorial School, were prepared, and three new 
chapels were opened in the coantry villagra. 

The venerable Dr. Henry Blodget, first of the misslon- 
ariefl to enter npon work in the north, had passed away 
in Febrtiary, 1904, forty years after his early entrance Into 
Peking, fifty years since his arrival in CSiina. Fitting 
services were held in Peking. ImpresaionB and mem- 
oriee of this strong, foithiU pastor and friend were 
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Inoaght to mind, bis noble character and impreaBlre in- 
flnence. To those of mature years wbo remembered I>r. 
Blodget when the; were yoang his name will be potent 
and preoiooB and the work he did with each fidelity and 
lore will abide. 

The North Ohoroh under the direction of Pastor Jen 
was a joy to the station. The pastor and his wife were 
working ont their own ideas of ways of reaching their 
neiglibors which were having happy results. The little 
day-school fbr girls became a boarding-school, and th« 
way was opening for an independent dispensary with an 
educated native doctor in charge. The Bridgman School 
was steadily advancing in iuflnence, now nnder the 
charge of Miss Uiner, Miss Porter being on furlough in 
the United States. Mrs. Stelle after her marriage had 
oootinned the mosioal instruction and in the second 
semeeter took np again kindergarten and normal train- 
ing. Miss Bossell, the devoted pastoresa of the native 
Christians of every sort, having wasted more of her heart 
than could be endored, had gone on a greatly needed fiir- 
longh. 

The station is able to report an expanding of their 
work into new and hitherto unexpected quarters. There 
is an ever widening circle of acquaintances among oiBcial 
and Mancha &nuliee of rank. The tonch of edncational 
interests becomes a key to the unlocking of many closed 
doors. One lady of princely fbmily after visiting the 
Bridgman School remarked, " We ought to have such a 
siAool for onr daughters. If I lived near at hand I should 
send my daughters every day." 

The social intercourse between the missions and the up- 
per classes was continued most happily. Mrs. Conger en- 
tertained Manchn ladies at Inncheon , April 16th. Mission- 
ary ladies ably helped to entertain these princesses, wives 
of Manchn otKcials, and members of theii' families who 
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▼ere guests. Mn. Conger writes, " Withoat the aasistr 
ance of the miasiouary ladies I ahoold be almost helpless 
in accomplishing what I am trying to do." A perma- 
nent ontoome of this social expansion was the develop- 
ment of an Interest in the ednoatioD of woman, whlc^ 
has gained increasing impetus in the capital and elsewhere 
in the empire. It was thejoyof themisBionariestomake 
as much as possible of the opportunity before them. Of 
this Miss Uiner writes in her "Appeal" : "All the ladies 
of the imperial oomt, with the exception of the Empress 
Dowager and Empraes, visit the American Legation. 
There is not a wife of a high official in Peking who does 
not seem glad to cooverse with missioaary ladies in Uia 
Conger's drawing-room j many of them visit oDr glrl^ 
schools ; a duchess sat with tears rolling down her fooe 
listening to the essays of the graduating class, thinking 
bow much richer and fuller were the lives of these edu- 
cated girls, poor in this world's goods, thui her own." 

The previous autumn Mt& Ament mentioned the pres- 
ence of Bev. 6. W. Hinman, acting as the general secre- 
tary of the Christian Endeavor Society In China. Of tJiia 
movement he writes : "The Chriatiao Endeavor Society 
in the churches of China Is giving the Christians some- 
thing to do and training them to do it." He bad previ- 
ously said: "Or. Ament in the north and Miss H 

in the sonth are 'hostlers' for the Christian Endeavor 
Society, 'Mien Li Hal' as the name is in China." Of 
this society Dr. Ament himself writes very ardently : 

There is no theme which stin my blood more than that of 
Christian Eodeavor in China, especiaJly that part of it with which 
I am acquainted. My judgraeut is that the Christian Endeavor 
movement and its principles are to be one of the great forces in 
the redemption of China. It is adapted to the Chinese modes 
of thought and when well understood commands their respect. 
The movement enters into the monotonous life of the people of 
the Orient and stirs them with the consciousness that Christi- 
ftnity ia nmething which expects constant activity and ktyalty 
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to principles. This idea is put into concrete form by the re- 
sponsibihty laid on each member with regard to the meetings 
and doing one's duty in the committees. 

The departments in Christian Eadeavor which most influence 
our people arc the prayer- meeting, first and foremost j then 
the opportunity for helpfulness in charitable ways, and the de- 
velopment of sociability. Our prayer-meetings have been re- 
created, and are a wonder to many. To see and hear the 
naturally immobile Chinese become prompt and brief in prayer- 
meeting activities is a privilege whidi, as one has expressed it, 
he never expected to live to see. 

So Ear as I am aware I had the privilege of being the organ- 
izer of the first Christian Endeavor Society in North China in 
1888. The first district convention was held at Tientsin, when 
Dr. Clark made a visit to Peking, in 1900. Nothing gives as- 
surance of the continued life of a small community as the exist- 
ence of a lire Christian Endeavor Society. 

Ajb an iDteresting commeDtary on the for^;oiiig, it ttIU 
be well to notice here that the following snmtner Dr. 
Ameot was elected a trvBtee of the World's GhristiaD 
Eadeavor Union. The anion itself was oae of the ele- 
ments in the rapidly forming sentiment towards a more 
vital cooperation bi effort among Christian work^s 
throngtaont ttie world. 

The United Society of Christian Endeavor for China 
issoed in Janaary, 1900, a letter of greeting from its 
general secretary which contained the following plea^g 
commentary on the reference to tlie Chinese pastor of 
whom Dr. Ament has written : ' ' Beoently Dr. W. S. Ament 
sent to Shanghai eight baDneifl and five pennants to be 
forwarded to Dr. F. R Clark for use In the ' increase cam- 
paign.' These Peking banners were designed by Pastor 
Jen of the American Board Miasion, and are made of 
blue silk and velvet, being inscribed with the motto 
'Wei Chn obUi mlng'— 'They qate theik lives fos 
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Fire of them aie In the form of the three-oorneied 
Haaoha boDners and are bordered vith a conveDtional- 
Ized design of flames to commemorate the Barrings of 
the Peking Christian BndeaTorers in 1900. 

Federation in matnal effort had already aasnmed eon- 
slderable proportions In North China. It became 
poaaihie for the Amwican Board, the Ameriean Presby- 
terian and the London Missions to onite in definite plans 
for all their edocational vork. These plans hare been 
carried oat in a most delightful and eflEtotire manner. A 
Union College of Arts vas thos established at Tong-ohow ; 
a Union College of Theology established on the Presby- 
terian premises in Peking, and a Union Medical College 
for men, provided for by Uie London Mission in Peking. 
To these there vas added a Union College for Women, the 
expansion of the former Bridgman School. The Peking 
Unirersity <tf the American Methodist Mission vith ita 
well-establisbed centres ooald scarce nuite with these. 
Bat that mission foand its way to onion throngh the 
medical departments, being represented in the focnlty of 
the Lookhart Memorial Medical Goll^;e, and providing 
premises of the Union Woman's College of Medicine. In 
each of these Di-. Ament had special interest and a voice 
in determining the drift towards onion. 

The sommer of ttiiB year (1901) was signalized by still 
more definite steps towards onion, colminating in the 
conference at Pei Tai Ho, the happy seaside resort which 
was bringing so many into motoal relations and sympa- 
thies. Perhaps few enjoyed the growth towards onity of 
sentiment and purpose more than Dr. Ament As he 
says in a letter to Dr. Leete of September 9th : "I wish 
I had time to write yon of the movements most hopefol 
and encooraging towards nnlon or federation in China. 
And especially in Korth China where we have practically 
baried the v^ed ^oej^on. What term to ose for ' God*' 
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This certainly shows that the Spirit of Ghriat is abroad in 
China." As a matter of tact the Boxer storm had made 
it all bat impoasible for the Protestant Ohoroh in China 
to nse as its own the Boman Oatholic term " Tien Cho." 
Ttie great inflaenoe of Br. Blodgot had for many years 
gnided the mission in the nse of this term. Indiridaals 
had perhaps changed their estimate. The words Father 
and Lord had become tlie manifest sabstitnt«8 for the 
former term in the regular pabllo servioea And a phrase : 
"The Lord above" waaslowlybeoomingwell acclimated. 
In an eqnal measnre a term for Spirit was being more 
widely naed, long accepted by oar mission. In a paper 
read before the North China Tract Society, May 27th, 
Dr. Goodrich has presented this term with great force as 
Uie saitable one for tbe final compromise, leaving the 
word "Sben" In Its own native strength as the tme 
representative in Chinese of the Greek Theos. The Sea- 
side Conference was held on the 24th of Angost. There 
were five sessions in aU. The Committee on Union ap- 
pointed in Peking earlier In the year presented foor 
topics. Ajb regards the fonrth, the resolution was : " It 
is the opinion of this conference that the formation of a 
federation of Protestant Chnrches in China is feasible 
and greatly to be desired." The carrying oat of this last 
led directly to the work on that snbject for the Centennial 
Conference three years later, in which Dr. Ament was to 
take sach an active part. 

Peking, Sept. p, 1904. 
Dbaa Dr. Leetx : 

I want you to have a copy of our last printed rqxurt of 
the mission meeting which Mrs. Sheffield and I coltabtvated. 
Also a priDted report of our little Emily Ament Memorial 
School. Now I am sending you a picture of the ordaining 
council at Cho Chou and of the new pastor and his deacons. 
Also a picture of our new church. Yon can see the bricks 
have not been cleaied away in front. 
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Next Sunday we have our firat meeting in the new church ; 
thirteen people are to be baptized. The light and heating 
plants aie not yet in the church and we do not plan to dedicate 
till later in the season. Another chapel is to be dedicated in 
the neighboring city of Liang Hsiang next week. This will be 
our twentieth chapel now in operatioii. 

The war in Manchuria is awakening the ambition of the Chi- 
nese. The success of the Japanese is marvellous. There has 
been nothing like it in the history of the world. Their accuracy 
in firing, absolute obedience, untiring energy, and physical con- 
dition all go to show that a new force has come in world history 
which must be accounted with. Their influence is growing in 
China every day and they practically control the new education. 
I am glad to say some of the new teachers are Christian men 
and want to do well by the Chinese. Our station has now two 
self-supporting churches and two able pastora. There are no 
better men in China, in or out of the church. 

With best rqprds to Mrs. Leetc, and friends in the parish. 

Peking, Stpt. 27, 1904. 
My dear Miss Schirmxb : 

While our life out here is rather monotonous, we man- 
age to keep very busy and never really keep up with the work, 
I have taken several trips to the country and spent a month at 
the seashore with other friends, who had a convention or so on 
their hands. It is a grctU boon that we have such a place as 
Pei Tai Ho, to which we can go in the summer time and es- 
cape the heat and smells of Peking, also get a little change and 
rest from the Chinese who crowd about us in the city. A few 
plunges in the sea water seem to make us over again and I be- 
gin to improve from the first bath. I am in good health, but 
the anxieties of the last several years have tcJd somewhat on 
my poor head which seems to lose its grip when the summer 
heat comes on after a winter of full work. 

But with respect to our sUtlon we are getting beyond the 
period of experiments and reaching the place of an assured 
standing ground. Our buildings are practically all restixed 
and ate much better than the old ones. We have finished our 
beautiful new church which will be dedicated October 8th. 
We had generous help from friends in building and the money 
did not all come from indemnity money by a good deal. Mr. 
Herbert Squires, now United States minister to Cuba, sent us 
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the goodly sum of |8oo, and Sir Robert Hart has been a good 
and helpful friend. Miss Porter and her brother of Chicago 
have done beautifully by ns, and we have a fine church which 
would cost, in any city of the United States, not less than thirty 
thousand dollars. It will seat about one thousand people and 
is well adapted for all purposes. 

Mary sends you a copy of her little memorial school which 
has a warm place in our affections. Churches are springing 
up all over the regions where I have travelled for twenty-five 
years, and they look to me as something like a father to them. 
These relations arc very precious to me. I shall be fifty-three 
years old the 14th day of September, and am one of the so- 
called "seniw missionaries" in Feking. I welcome every 
gray hair, though I have not many, as it lends influence and 
proves how kmg I have worked for them. 

Hie photograph shows the fine proportions of the new 
chorch which was dedicated with doe eeremoDy on Hie 
8U1 of October. It was natural for each to think, as 
Mrs. Stelle writes, " Oor beaotifal churcli is at last fin- 
ished and is a joy to all who see it." The ohoroh was 
built without drawing npon the funds of the Board through 
the indemnities of the two chorchea destroyed and throngh 
the kind gifts of friends. The gift of Mr. Sqnlree was in 
memory of bis son I^rgo Sqaires, who had shown himself 
a brave American lad dnring the days both before and 
during the siege. His accidental death a few years later 
touched many a sympathetic chord. In the tower of the 
ohnrch an American bell callB to all serrioes. It is in- 
scribed to the memory of Dr. Jeremiah Porter with the 
WOTds: 

" Pmhm and Oood-will, Oood-will and Pmhw, 
P«Me and Qood-wUl to aU Mankiiid." 

Fekit^, Dee. 4, 1904. 
DiiU Dn. LiETK : 

It is about a week now since I returned from a long trip 
to the country, and it is high time I b^an a letter to you. I 
returned home to find the new church in good order and services 
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held ngnUrly with oiir andieaces doubled over these in the <dd 
chapel. The acetylene gas plant is installed and gives lu a 
woiid of trouble. It has gone out and left us in the dark 
several times, which fact gives rise to many nimora among the 
Chinese. Our furnace is set up but it will be some time More 
we get the proper use of it, as a Chinaman will break a machine 
if there is a way for him to do so. 

I cannot express to you mythanks for the splendid gift of books 
which Mr. Ewing brought from you and your people for me. 
They arc all adapted to my present need and art most accept- 
able. My library is very limited as yet, I hope you received 
the report of the mission and of our little memorial school which 
has been sent to you. The memorial school is connected with 
the North Church and I have very little to do with it. But it 
prospers under the fostering care of the native pastor and his 
very excellent wife. The pastor is just opening a dispensary 
which is to be operated by a native practitioner who has had 
some foreign training, and the funds for which the pastor ob- 
tained by private subscription. This pastor is quite a genius 
in his way. He is an artist of rare merit. (His family were 
all artists and artisans, painting pictures for the Chinese feast 
days for their trade.) Dr. F. E. Clark said that the pastor's 
Christian Endeavor banner used at the Denver convention was 
the most striking and interesting one there, and he wanted one 
like it. You may have seen the brief account in the Missionary 
Herald of the ordination of our second pastor, in the city erf 
Cho Chou. We have a third pastor in contemplation and only 
wait for his modesty to mitigate in order to induct him into the 
office for which he is well fitted. Now as to my trip. In gen- 
eral I may say that forty-three persons were baptized and seven 
new schools started. I rode on my wheel from village to vil- 
lage and accomplished several hundred miles. I visited eight 
out-statioDs that are organized and have a more or less inde- 
pendent existence. 

Peking, Dee. 24, rgof. 

My dear AMD OHLY MOTHEK : 

This b the day before Christmas, and it has been a rush 
from morning till this hour, 6 p. h. We had service at eleven 
this morning with a Christmas tree — you know it is Saturday 
with us — and gave various gifts to two hundred children. The 
matter was entirely in the hands of the Chinese and I only 
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offaed prayer on invitation. There were fully Soo people in 
OUT new church and we think it has been pretty well inducted 
into office. After meeting we had a tea-meeting in the front 
chapel for the meu, while the women went to the Bridgman 
School. After swilling great quantities of tea and eating many 
cakea we had sports for the boys in our ample spaces in front 
of our houses. The boys contented themselves with potato and 
egg races, running round (he circle and jumping the hurdles. 
Mrs, Young, our new doctor's wife, distributed the presents 
and many boys were made happy. Just now, 6 ?. u., Mrs. 
Young has a little Christmas tree for the children of the serv- 
ants. It will take twenty-six presents just to satisfy our own 
family if we take in the gatekeeper and night watchman. 

I hope you are still praying for China and our work here. 
We need all the help we can get in that way. lliis is a dry 
and thirsty land and we are few and weak. Well, a happy 
Christmas to you and a bright, fresh New Year, 1905. 

Peking, March 12, igoj. 
My DBAS Will : 

This is to be a mutual letter, father working the type- 
writer and both father and mother thinking what to say. So if 
it is somewhat mixed you may know that both father and mother 
at working in unison. Yesterday we went with Mr. Goodier 
to the mission of the Russian church in the northeast edge irf 
the city. Mr. Goodier is an Englishman, born in St. Peters- 
burg and speaks French and Russian flueutly. Dr. Young and 
Miss Reynolds were of the party. We took jinrickshas and in 
half an hour reached the place. The gateway is in a tower 
which contains a chime of bells and from which we get a fine 
view of the city. The whole structure is a fac simile of one in 
Moscow. Opposite this is the bishop's chapel and residence. 
This building originally belonged to the ninth prince (Cheng), 
an uncle of the present Emperor. The whole palace was given 
over to the Russians after the Boxer troubles. Besides this 
chapel there are two others, being memorials to the martyrs, 
and it is built over the place where they are buried. About 
forty people were thrown into the well and drowned. We at- 
tended service in the bishop's chapel. It was a curious com- 
bination of green and gold, the dragons in gold, and the walls 
were covered with pictures of saints. 

There were about fifty people present, including eleven girls 
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and fifteen boys. There were two Chinese priests who had 
charge of the service. They sang Gregorian chants and their 
voices harmonized rery well. Pleasant as these chants were, 
we think it would be a great deprivation to have no other sing- 
ing. They are monotonom. The service was partly Russian 
and partly Chinese, so we got very little that we could tinder- 
Stand. Wc visited the rooms of the monks and saw tfadr re- 
fectory. They live very comfortably, but their lives must be 
dreary. We saw in the compound a little boy from Dalny who 
is in care of the m<Hiks. He wore a peculiar garb and had a 
gown that came down to his heeb. He had a cap which came 
over his ears. But he was a true boy, and even this ridiculous 
costume did not prevent him from chasing a dog, running np a 
tower. He showed that boys are the same the world over. 
The old monk who had him in charge seemed very fond of 
him. I thought of Samuel and Eli. 

We heard the chime of the bells, and had tea in a monk's 
cell and drank from tumblers aa the Russians nstially do. Then 
we went over to the service. As everybody stands in the Greek 
service, we also stood. TTiosc who took part in the service 
varied their posture by bowing but wc had to stand still. We 
did not get home till half-past eight. There were some nuns 
also. They had made some fine jams for the monks and they 
gave us some. Your mother said she hoped that we were not 
robbing them. A monk replied, " No, there is plenty more." 
What else could they do but make jam? It did not seem as if 
they could be busy, as they had only eleven little girls in their 
care, and there were five of them. 

Because we were out so late I had to preach this morning 
with less preparation than usual. Papa preached a semton on 
worshipping in spirit and truth, for the Father seeketh such to 
worship Him, suggested by the service yesterday, so full of 
form. Only eighteen women followed your mother into the 
house to talk with her after Sunday- school. So you can see thM 
when Sunday evening arrives we have a right to call ourselves 
weary. We are getting lively news from Mukden these days. 
Good-night, from your mother and father. 

Peking, Marek 14, igoS- 
Hv DBAR Dr. Shith : 

Our work is forging ahead, so that it is a plethora and 
not emptiness which makes it difficult to write. We are most 
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thankful for & year of almost solid health and cxpandiDg develop- 
meat. The completion of the new church gives us ample spaM 
ID Peking, and our fourteen well-equipped chapeb outnde of 
Peking, besides the two churches in the city, furnish oppor- 
Vaaitj for all the strength we have to be usefully expended. I 
will begin with the most recent things and tell c^ the latest 
achievements of our dear native brethren. Cho Chou has be- 
come practically the constructive centre of our sution and two 
weeks ago we held there our session of the Peking conference, 
when sixty del^atcs were present from our nine organized 
churches. We reprctented in that conference a region lao 
miles in extent north and south, including the dty of Peking 
and the capitals of the counties with about three thousand vil- 
lages. As this is the first general conference we had held as a 
station since the troubles of 1900, they came together with a 
great deal of interest and helpfulness. The consciousness erf 
church -personality b growing, like that of individuals, and 
each wanted his church to be recognized as an entity. With 
that spuit there is growing the spirit of self-help and die desire 
to be a* nearly independent as possible. 

The local church entertain^ this crowd for three days and 
did it cheerfully. Our premises are ample and we gathered as 
a company of men and women who had important work to do, 
and meant to perform it. Pastor Jen Chao Htu was made 
chairman and myself vice-chairmaa. Our general topics for 
discussion for the first day were how to secure self-support, 
and how to make relations between foreign and native work- 
ers man generally useful. Many things were said which it did 
OS good to bear and we realized as never before bow near to 
the native Christian is the success of the church. 

Then there came the unanimous conclusion to organize a 
JVathu Home Missionary Society and undertake as far as 
possible self-supporting work. The organization was effected 
by the dection oT a president, secretary, treasurer, two audttora 
and a representative from each church of the nine to make an 
executive committee. They wanted a pastor of their own and 
elected then and there Helper Wang, of Lu Kou Ch'iao church, 
to be then- pastor at large, to have a salary of fifteen dollars a 
month, more than he ever had before. He was appointed to 
dwell in, and was willing to go to our most distant out-station, 
also our newest, Su Chia Chiao, and will have charge of that 
large district. The pastor will be ordained in our Peking 
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church on the 30th, and it will be the biggest occasion we have 
ever known in Pelting. Hia salary has been already more than 
provided for the first year, but we hope that at the Ht»iie Mii- 
■ionary rally which we shall hold on the occasion of the ordina- 
tion such a goodly sum shall be gathered in, that otlier 
work can be undertaken by the luethren. This is the first 
time in our history that our native brethren have taken hdi of 
self-support in a way that indicated a real self-sacrificing 
interest. 

In Peking, the first of the Chinese year we held a series <rf 
meetings in which we were assisted by Rev. R. R. Gajley, of 
the Y. M. C. A., Tientsin. Mr. Gailey is large of body and 
heart and took hold of the people, and the meedngs prored to 
be of peculiar value. The presence of the Spirit was gracionsly 
felt and was seen in tearful confessions and repentance. The 
meetings were continued after Mr. Galley's depanure and now 
we follow with evening meetings in the outer chapel which are 
well attended. A daily class is held which is studying Andrew 
Murray's •' Sphit of Christ," a book which breathes the very 
aroma of the inner life of Christ. To secure the presence of 
the Spirit some time and work are necessary and one's tnex- 
gies must be bent in that direction. Nothing has paid us better 
than our quiet times each morning with about ten of our native 
brethren who come gladly at that time, when most famUics are 
eating their breakfasts. 

There is no special rush towards Christianity in the Peking 
field. So far as we have had experience there is no surety m 
success in evangelistic work, except as some one has put in 
time and energy In preaching and teaching. There is no path 
to success except the rugged one. People cannot come in 
masses except as they have had some instruction individually, 
hence there can be large ingathering only as there is a large 
force of workers. If our fund for general work could be in- 
creased we might multiply our force of helpers, while leaving 
the churches to care for their local work. 

As to the war, the Japanese seem to be showing admirable 

Iudgment and caution. Japan realizes her responsibility as the 
ead« in the Orient and wants to do the best for China and all 
Asia. The Chinese appreciate the fcict of Japanese protection 
and welcome their presence and help, as is seen in the predomi- 
nating influence of the Japanese in all educational institutions. 
Japanese stores abound in comparison with those of any other 
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nationality and Japanese wares are found in their shops. Rus- 
sia is certainly beaten in this war and before this letter reaches 
you, I venture to predict that negotiations for peace will be in 
progress. We are all well here. Dr. and Un. Young take 
hold <^ the language with energy and seem destined to be mo6t 
valuable workeis. It is to be hoped that he can be our repre- 
sentatire in the medical coll^. 

Yonn cordially, 

W. S. AHtlfT. 

Pthing, Afarch i6, igos- 

Mt DtAI MOTHKR ! 

I am sending you some pictures. Two are rather dim 
but yon will see that the towers of the Ch'ien Men are not yet 
fini^ed although the money was long ago granted. The con* 
tractOTS wanted to make a little more out of the dear (dd 
country, so they delayed, but I hear it is given to a new set 
and is to be finished soon. I wish yon could see my two rose- 
bushes in bloom in May. One on each aide of the steps. The 
few green things I have I value much. We were going to make 
gardens this spring, but now more building stops us. The 
ladies are building more recitadon-nxuns and rooms for 
woman's work. 

A Manchu noble brought his boy here to-day to put him in 
the schotd, a lad <rf fourteen. Over sixty are present. I have 
classes, ten in English, ten in geography and fifteen in Old 
Testament. I also squeeze in a little time for organ lessons 
as a Qumber of boys want to team to play. Tbey ate quick to 
learn. 

William is well and having interesting work every mOTning 
teaching or reading Murray's " Spirit of Christ " with a class 
of men. He has charge of the depositary of the Tract Society, 
with hundreds of accounts to make out to the treasurer. He 
runs I know not how many colporteurs besides the mission 
affairs, and [Hcacbes every day at the street chapel. 

Good-nighL Love to all. 

Mabt. 
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As tbe biid trims her lo Ihe gde, 

I trim myMlf to tbe (tonn of time, 
I mui the rudder, reef the sail, 

Obn tbe voice «t eve obeyed at fnime t 
•• Lowly, fiuthfol, banish fear. 

Right onward drive nnharmed ; 
Tbe pott, well wonh tbe cmise, is oeai, 

Aiid eveiy wave is dunned." 



HERALDS OF THE NEW CHINA 

ITS the ipring time of 190S, the Boaso- Japanese War 
TSB praotioally at an end, althongh it held on its way 
ontll the tz«aty of peace was sigiied at Portsmontb. 
While it is true tliat the Boxer year waa the pivot upon 
which gieat changes tarned, it is still more true that the 
Japanese Tictories forced the situation rapidly onward. 
Henceforth a new China was heralded. The ofBolals 
were coavinoed. There miut be an abeolat« break with 
the past, or China would be nndone. The growing church 
in China was eager to meet all tlie teeming opportonities, 
and every mission oonld plan for a wider scope in its 
efforts. The development of original forces in the native 
chnrch was the first otiject of desire. A new natioofd 
spirit was rising rapidly and the young men in the 
churches were absorbing the sentimeat, "China for tlie 



One of the first agencies to make use of tlds spirit was 
the Christian Endeavor Society, which held a national 
convention at mug Po, May 12th-15th. The Peking 
societies, the American Board, London Mission and the 
Epworth League united in sending a costly banner to 
that convention. The convention was a great success. 
It was said that never before in Uie history of Christian 
missions in China had snch a large and representative 
body of Chinese Christians assembled for prayer, woiBhip 
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and delibentioii on thiogB pertaining to the kingdom. 
The visit of liigh Ciiinese officials caUed forth gieat 
eathnsLasm. They paid earnest attention to an addi«aB 
on &6 "Dnty of the Christian to his Empwor and his 
Ctonntr;." Three of these officiala addressed the audi- 
ence in vords of cordial and unstinted approval of the 
teachings of Ohristlaiiity aa jast explained. 

One of the best resolts of this fine gathering was the 
ooming to oonadooBness in many marked ways of the 
native Christians, in the assorance that they were able 
to take the lead in tlteir own lines of work. To take the 
Initiative, especially in the presence of the foreign teacher 
and pastor, bad not been an easy task for the QUnese. 

The annoal meeting of the Xorth Cliina Mission was 
held at Fei Tai Ho, In the sonuner of 1905. This meet- 
ing was, in saooession to other meetings, of great worth, 
alike to the miasiOQaries who assembled there and to ttie 
native OhristianB. On the invitation of Mr. Tewksbmy, 
" a oonvooation of Christian workers ' ' had come tt^ther 
with a view to aplift for body, mind and spirit The at- 
tendance tliis year was 110, gathered from the native 
bodies of workers. The general theme was the "Evan- 
gelization of China." Dr. Ameut was glad to be pres- 
ent at these meetings and to feel the tender and heart- 
searching inflnenoes which were binding tJie native and 
foreign workera together. 

The message of this oonvratfon was sent oat to the 
native chorchee by fonr of the Chinese pastors, who were 
to carry the good news and to aronse others to like serv- 
ice, llie Chinese delegatw snbeoribed for the expenses 
of Qie tonr. One of those chosen was the Pastor Jen, 
who did most effective servioe. 

The Oonference on I^deraUon hdd the previous year 
was continned throngh its ]?eklng committee, of which 
Dr. Ament was a member, /l second oonferenoe vas 
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held in Peking, Septuaber 28, 1905. Thtxe wen present 
delegates from tventy-two nuasions In China, as veil as 
four biahopa of the Ameriflan and Anglican ohnrohes. 
The quesUonfl presented were the some voted npon the 
previous year. Dr. Ament opened the diacoBBion. A 
session was devoted to the "Term Question," resoltiog 
In a practioal agreement npon the suitable terms. More 
interesting, as related to the coming Oentennial Confer- 
enoe, was the discnssion of the federatioD of the chnrabes. 
The opinion prevailed that a resolation in a definite form 
should be presented. This resolation was summed up in 
the final paragraph: "This oonferenoe appeals to the 
execatlve committee of the general Centenary Oonferenoe 
of 1907 to arrange for the adequate presentation of the 
Bubject of federation to that oonferenoe." 

It is eaay to fix an epochal date in September, 1905, as 
the final taming point of the great changes in China. 
The treaty of Portsmouth had hastened the pace. On 
the 28th of this month, the imperial government aban- 
doned the last remnant of cleaving to the ancient sobolar- 
Bhip, and proclaimed Occidental scholarship as the essen- 
tial need of China. Under the quickened enthusiasms of 
the Viceroy of Chihli, a most elatwrate system bad been 
prepared and every district in the province was entering 
upon a new career. 

The capital city began to be wholly renovated by the 
new forces at work. The two cities of Peking and Tai- 
Ynan were tiie only ones graced by the great Kublai 
with broad ways rnnning from north to south and with 
connecting cross streets of equal breadth. These were 
now taking on an Occidental appearance. All the ter- 
rible ragB of the former days, hucksters' tents, and 
bazaars were carried oS^ the broad space filled properly 
to a level, the streets finely macadamized, with sufficient 
sidewalk, and latterly lighted with electric lamps, making 
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a brilliaut sigbt, in Ueo of the former atter fllth and 
degradation. Thonsands of jinrickshas trundled hither 
and thither and maoy equipages of the prino^y and otSoial 
class took the place of the green mandariD chair. The 
people delighted in the prospective ohanges and were 
evidently waiting to be led into new and green pastaree. 

In order to meet the strong popolar demand for infor- 
mation, I^tor Jen of the North Otiapel began weekly 
evening meetings for the fi-ee discossion of cnrrent themes. 
The interest in sach meetings grew rapidly, and in the 
antnmn a similar university extension was established by 
Dr. Ament in the Sooth Chnroh, meeting every Thnn- 
day evening. A.t these meetings no mention was made 
of gospel trnths. This new movement became very popn- 
lar, newcomers from many quarters joining in. Stnd^its 
ftom the newly established government schools, membera 
of the facial classes firom the palaces, progressive men 
and women, mingling with the genial oongr^ation. 
The new vogue of newspapers sbaied in these ooarses as 
well. Bepresentatives from them were present and easily 
indaoed to take a part A daily paper in Mandarin was 
among these, and its editor gave an excellent lecture, 
speaking frankly of tbe relation of the Chnrch to the new 
aims in China. Lectures on electricity were learnedly 
given by expert Chinese stadents. The alumni of the Tung- 
chow College, now living in Peking as teacbeis, medical' 
stadents and practicing physicians, gave fine leotores, 
packed with the new learning. Dr. Ament always took 
advantage of the close of the lectures by skillful qaeetiona 
to draw out discuaalon of the several topics. The topics 
eventual]; covered such themes as astronomy, hygiene, 
geography, China's trade relations, banking, opium, silk, 
and cotton. 

The ladies of the station made an effort to present the 
same themes to companies of women. PrinceoBeB and 
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el^fant ladies did not hesitate to oome to tb^ii and ere 
long to take some part The fot«iga homes vere thrown 
open to these ladles who soon showed no soom in meet- 
ing their bnmbler Obinese sistera on an equality. It 
reads like a romanoe to recall the stories, from week to 
week, of those who asaembled to listen. One of these 
ladies, the sister of Prince Sn, married to a Mongol 
prlaoe, had established a school for Mongol girls and 
brongbt them with her to the meetinga The editor of 
the only Woman's Daily in Peking came often and de- 
Uvered a few lectnres. These lectures were ta:tended to 
the country sbrfions, lending a fresh interest to many 
isolated lives. 

It is interesting to notice in passing that in consequence 
of these lectures, there had been a great advance in the 
sale of literature and of Bibles. During the ensuing 
months, the woman's report records: "Many windows 
have been opened for as from which we get new glimpses 
of Chinese life wiUi its peculiar burdens and pathetlo 
bravery." 

All of these matters of increasing interest served the 
more to make the Sunday services helpful and elevating 
to the many new listeners. Dr. Ament preached on Sun- 
day in the new chorch and the congregations were steadily 
gaining in numbers. 

Tlie religions optimism of Dr. Ament fonnd frequent 11- 
iDStratlon In his dealing with men. He had an un- 
limited fUth in the capacity of the most degraded to be 
built np into a better life. This is strikingly presented 
in one of bis sennons in English, from the text John ziv. 
80. He is speaking of the attitude of Christ towards the 
ainfal with whom He associated. " Christ saw the pos- 
sibilities in every human life. However low and de- 
graded. He saw In the person a ftatnre of endless growth 
and the hope of a perfect character." " Man was worth 
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aaving and God tsb magnified Id Ub salvation." "He 
wanted to restore those godlike ottribateB in man, with 
which he waa originally endowed, and be wanted to do 
this through the effect ot truth and lore, as manifested in 
His own life." 

Mr. Ament^s interest and hope in men made it possible 
for him to persnade men of very difTeient temperaments 
to work together in harmony. Accepting the Chinese 
theory of "peace-talking" as a practical force, he often 
seonred the promise of enemies and opponents to act 
jnstly, and to meet those opposed to them on common 
gronnd, knowing that a word given nnder snch oondi- 
tdons woold never be violated. The native costom would 
hold them. With bim it was an art of bigb diplomacy. 

Feiing, Sefit. 19, 1905. 
Dkar Dr. Lute : 

I was in the city during June and July and then went to 
Fei Tai Ho, our little seaside resort on the Gulf of Pei Chihli. 
I responded wonderfully to the fresh air and felt like a young 
colt and took my turn with the kid missionaries at baseb^. 

Now is the time when men of verve and muscle are needed 
in China. The current is against us. The official tone is a 
patronizing one and seems to say we will suck your civilization 
dry and we do not want your religion. In fact that is what 
Tuan Fang said to me in conversation the other day. Me is a 
neighbor of mine and also one of those appointed by the 
Empress Dowager to visit foreign countries and make a report 
on their civilizations. Fortunately he is planning to visit the 
onivenities in America and you may see him at New Haven. 
His interpreter, Mr. Wan, is a very pleasant man and I hope 
you will seek an interview if they visit your city. I begged the 
governor to visit the churches as he would see there the founda- 
tion of our growth as a nation and not find it in the schools 
alone. To-day after a long conversation I learn that he was 
pleased with my frankness and has iostructed his brother who 
b a neighbor to be more friendly than he has been in the past. 

Our three native pastors are working well and seem coura- 
gcoos to meet difficulties. One of them quite puts me to shame 
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by hii cheerfulDcss and resources. He gets fine crowds at 
bis course (tf lectures, given od oil sorts of subjects and de- 
livered by any one whom he can get without reference to relig- 
ious opinions. 

A*«V» /"•• J. 1906. 

To HIS HOTHIR : 

I trust the New Year finds you hale and ready for an- 
other year of strenuous living. The year begins well for us. 
The last day of the old year I was in Shun Yi City and 
baptized six peofde. I returned New Year's morning and 
found myself with a genuine cold, but had the strength to go 
to Tung-chow and lecture to the students last evening for an 
hour and a half on Russian history. There are many things' 
common between China and Russia which makes the latter his- 
tory interesting. I brought Miss Browne with me, whose father 
once preached in your church and you liked him very much. 
She is a fine young woman. I saw Mr. Wilder at Tung-chow 
and he told me of bis visits with you. One of the first things 
he said was that you wanted me to come home. I know you 
want me to come. Your picture hangs over my desk and you 
have many friends who would be delighted to see you. 

Our piano-player furnishes much diversion. It is a great 
help in all our work. It is in the church, and I play pieces for 
our audiences of five hundred people. You hardly thought I 
should reach an altitude like that, did you ? I can grind an 
organ now, or play a piano. Week of prayer b^ns next Sun- 
day. I trust we shall have a good time and great blessings will 
follow. 

Good-1^ Much . love for the New Year and many prayers 
for the good health and enjoyment of my dear mother. 

J^iing, /an. 6, zgo6. 
Dbar Dr. Lsktk : 

The New Year has opened and I trust it has already 
brought to you and your fiunily many new blessings. Since 
the bomb throwing our city has settled down to a certain 
degree, determined to solve its mighty problems which concern 
a third of the human race. 

The commissioners are finally afloat, and you maysee one or 
more in New Haven. Their courage pretty nearly oozed out 
after the bomb outrage and they saw the dangers of being pro- 
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grcsdve. There is no city in the world where ideas are so 
boiling and seething as in Inking. Schools are springing up on 
all sides, especially schools for girls. To-day the wife of a 
Mongol prince brought fifteen girls ftom ber school to see our 
woman's college. These Mongol girls bad ridden about five 
htmdred miles in mule carts to reach Peking. It is the only 
school for Mongols in the world. The princess is in earnest to 
train the girls and she and her husband have been persecuted 
by other Mongols as followers of the hated foreigner. They do 
not hestitate to say that the Lama form of Buddhism niust go as 
too stupid and useless for human beings to follow. Because of 
its ideas of celibacy, the prince says this religion has reduced 
his tribe to one-half of what it was two hundred years ago. 
The bands of superstition which have held this simple people of 
the desert are broken and can never be tied again. 

In our station our dangers are from our very prosperity. 
Men are pouring into the church and inquirers arc heard from 
in distant places. But we have no men to send to instruct 
tbem and when men are found thore is no money. If boys are 
trained to be preachers it is hard lines to turn them adrift after 
ten years of study. If our little schools bring us fine bright 
fellows, it is hard not to have money to send them to college at 
Tung-chow. If a village is awakened and calls for a preacher 
it is hard to send them away unsatisfied. 

The week of prayer is upon us and yesterday 1,300 people 
gathered at the first union services to our church. Mr. Wilder 
of Tung-chow preached the sermon. We hold daily meetings 
in the daytime with the Chinese and in the evening foreigners 
meet by themselves. Our native meetings are getting so large 
that no building can hold them. 

Ptking, Feb. 15, 1906, 

To THE SaHK : 

Can you spare any of your flock for service in China? 
The field is the world and there is no more needy portion of 
it than this decrepit empire. The croze now in Peking is a 
sort of university extension, a lecture, with no mention of re- 
ligion. Dr. Goodrich lectured to-night on astronomy. Last 
week we had electricity. Next week we may come within gun- 
shot of some moral ideas by a lecture on opium. We make 
oar beat report this year — r90s — 334 received to the church 
and otttributions of all sorts of about f 1,900 gold. Wc num- 
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bCT noir just 1,000 members, Uuee otdained pastors, fointeen 
helpers, ten teachers, a. cciiegt fcff men, and tme tor womai, 
three boarding-schoGls for girb and seveoteeD chapels in this 
station. Last year the Board gtaatcd I940 for this work. Was 
that an extravagant stun f 

Aking, Aug. g, 1906. 
DeabDr. \axzM,: 

I was very glad to receive your kind letter of May 30th, 
and regret that I have been so long in replying. But diis has 
been a most exacting stunmer. TAxs. Ament and I had about 
two weeks in our litde cabin by the sea before she left North 
China, July aoth. We spent the last night together on a little 
steamer that was to take her down the cout of China to 
ShaoghaL I went back and spent three weeks in the heat in 
Peking, and came here three days ago to attend the annual 
meeting (rf the Tract Society and to get ready for the conference 
on union, also for the meeting erf" the committee on union in 
education. A senior missionary in China has to serve, per- 
force, on all committees calling for experience, and labors 
increase with age, which hardly seems the nmnud way. My 
heaviest responsibiUty is to act as chairman of the conference 
coromittee-^the Centennial— on Comity and Federation, which 
will entail a vast correspondence and the prepatation cS a paper 
to be read at Shanghai next April. 

The preceding letter alludes to the oomlng Oentenaix 
Oonfraeooe. The oommlttees appointed were selected from 
the wide range of miasionary workers and the chairmen 
were chosen with great caie. The result showed the wis- 
dom of the ekiborateness in preparation, the excellence of 
which was to set the pace, perhaps, for the still wider soope 
of the Edinburgh Conference in June, 1910. TheShanghai 
Conference of 1907 was a dele^^ated conference. This was 
necessitated by the great cambers of workers aggr^^ting, 
December 31, 1906, 3,833. Of these selected as del^ates 
122 men and thlrty-flve women were chosen to form twelve 
committees. 

Among tlie ohalnoen of committees. Dr. Ament was 
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elected to reprasent the problem of Oomity and FederatioiL 
Each of the committeeB had a membership of tventy-five, 
making a very iride exchange of opinion poesible on the 
important qoeetionB selected. The fMeratiou scheme in 
China had felt its way along nntil it -was absorbing the 
special interest of almost every mission. The shadov of 
a new responsibility rested apon Dr. Ament in the effort 
to aaeimilate the varying sentimeDtB of the missionary 
body. He TB8 to have the large assistanoe of many mis- 
sionaries devoted to the thonght of onion in effort At 
Pei Tat Ho were gathered in an informal way a very 
large onmber of ardent workers. It was said that the 
delegates represented 400 miasionaries in North China, 
with perhaps 300 not represented by delegates. At this 
meeting the following reeolation was carried onani- 
monaly: "Resolved, that this oonCarenoe of delegates 
representing sixteen mlasionB in North China is onani- 
monsly of tlie opinion that it is desirable to form a fed- 
eral onion of all Christian Chnrohee in North China. 
The object of the federation shall be to promote every- 
thing that will demonstrate the enential onity of the 
Christian Chorch." 

J^ Tat Bo, Aug. II, igo6. 
Ur DtAX Son : 

Yon will have the advantage (^ me in seeing your 
mother before I da I received a letter froni her from Kobe, 
but you will hear all her experiences from her own lips. Take 
good caie of her while she is with you as I shfjl hope to spend 
many good years with her yet. She is greatly missed in North 
Chiua and all are poorer by her absence. It is not often that 
people are loved as she is. You will love ho' most of all as 
she is your best eanhly friend. I am living all alone, but it 
has not palled on me yet as I am busy and my mind is occupied 
with many things. 

I hope you will talk over with yonr mother what will prob- 
ably be your life plan, so that we can adjust our plans to yours. 
This u a day for speciaUzadon and it is wdl to b<^ early and 
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do thorough wcxk. Make a good deal of modern laDguages, 
as you will surely need every requirement in that line. I should 
like jou to knoir enough Latin and Greek to be able to knoir 
the <»igin of words and their original meaning. But certainly 
the general experience is that most people forget all they leant 
of ancient languages except what gets into the blood and 
marrow. 

Your father, 

W. S.A. 

Akiag, Se^. aS, ipo6. 
To HIS WiK : 

I have received Edith's card asnouocing your arrival 
in Oberlin. I hope you will not be too ambitions now that 
you are in a free land, and work too hard. Affairs are moving 
on here finely in all respects. Station class has from thirteen 
to twenty men four times a day. Miss Russell spends Sunday 
at the bridge — Lu Kou Cb'iao — and I shall be at Pu An Tun. 
The following Sunday will be my last before the long tour. 
Perhaps thirty persons will be baptized. The compound looks 
fine and our gardener goes on Monday to the British Legation, 
to be head gardener. 

Joking, Dee. 24., 1906. 
To THI Saub : 

1 went to the Lung Fu Ssu temple fair and bought 
trinkets for the kids in our compound. I bought cart, dog, 
stuffed figures, sw<hx]s, etc. It is a cold day and there are not 
many at the fair. The schoolboys have an affair on for the 
evening and we are all invited. To-morrow is a great day and 
Deacon Liu just told me they had 650 presents. That will 
exceed anything ever done before. I'he Christmas tree is in 
the church and the presents are spread at its base. 

After the boys' entertainment they had their outing in the 
schoolroom. I was afraid the ceiling would give way. The 
room was crowded. 

Tuesday, 5 p. M— The exercises in the church from ten-thirty 
to one never went off so well. The Chinese had entire cha^ 
of the program. I merely called off. The children never 
sang better and they behaved like little saints. The Chinese 
girls had charge of the kindergarten children. Liu Te spoke 
well and John Fan read the Scriptures. Then came the panto- 
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mimes. Six men represented different worlds and spoke and 
sang well. They had borrowed all the old clothes in the com- 
pound, I think. Some of mine may be loet in the process of 
returning. After that came the presents and owing to the good 
management of Deacon Liu not a child was missed who ought 
to have a package. After the schools were supplied, the Out- 
nde children came and there was no confusion. 

I went over and invited Tuan Fang's school to come and to 
my surprise they came in a body, sixty strong, and we gave 
them reserved teats and the boys a package each, and the 
teachers a handkerchief and some edibles. Evidently Tuan, 
the fifth, was pleased aa he sent over four boxes of fruit, want- 
ing the boxes back again. This is the family of Tuan Fang, 
the well known Viceroy, of whom we hear now that he has 
been displaced by intrigues at the capital. To-night I show 
the Salvadon Army pictures. Miss Russell has a lecture — Yen 
Shuo— on Saturday and invites all the women. 

Tuesday evening, 9 p. m. — The great day is over. The 
event at Mr. Rockhill's passed off pleasantly, as in other years. 
Mr. Rockhill was most agreeable. At seven-thirty we had the 
pictures in the church. The church was packed full and I had 
the doors shut and we had a fairly quiet time. I talked my 
throat nearly out, but I hope I have done some good. The 
North Church were here in good numbere. The Tuan family 
were well represented by very nice looking children. I have 
enjoyed the whole day and never spent a pleasanter Christmas. 
I hope we can have a pleasant year in 1907. I am invited to 
escort the deputation to Shansi. It will be a busy year. Home 
Missionary Society comes early in the year, then the deputation, 
the mission meeting, then Shan», then my tours. Where will 
Pel Tai Ho come in ? May the New Year bring you many 



Deeembtr sg, igo6. 
My dkar Maky : 

Doubtless this will be the last letter of the old year. 
Wen T'ing Liang has been at work on the translation of a 
hymn — Whiter than Snow. In some way the boys got hold of 
this for Christmas and sang it very nicely. 

Sunday evening Mr. Gordon took dinner with us, English 
service in the Angell Memorial. It was pleasant and warm. 
Mr. Meech turned up with the Reverend Chang, a Chinese 
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preacher from Atutnlia, who tpAc on the Good Samuitao. 
He is to speak to-momiw ereaing in my house on the opium 
questioo. To-morrow he has an interview with Taog Shao Yi 
on this matter. All opium joints must dose in Peking in the 
next nx months. Mr. Chang is a rerj fine qieaker irf the 
English language. 
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Girded and ihod, and bid me pit; 
The hen in the comiiu; pUf. 
—Staieiuem. 



DEPUTATION, CONFERENCE, AND FEDERATION 

Ptking, Feb. i6, igo?. 
My DKAS Son : 

I have just retained from a feast at the home of Deacon 
Wan. We had a right rollicking time. The feast was enjoyed 
by Dr. Barton, and all were in good spirits. We compared 
Turkish and Chinese jokes and Pastor Jen outdid all in telling 
good stories. Many of these could not be appreciated unless 
you understood the Chinese Ungnage. 

Last erening Dr. Barton lectured oo Turkey to a good 
audicDK and I interpreted for him. I was surpnsed to see so 
many out so early in the year. 

Yesterday we returned from Tung-chow, where I spent a 
most pleasant day. Dr. Ingram and Dwight Chapin have gone 
up in the woods to shoot monkeys, of which there is a special 
tffeed in the Hunting Park where they go. It is strange to 
find monkeys so far north and where there were none ■ few 
years ago. The boys at Tung-chow are in good spirits and 
Mr. Gait says the spiritual tone is improving as well as the in- 
tellectual. Our Peking boys have done better than in previous 
years and I think we are out of the woods with them. 

On Monday, Dr. Barton and I start out for Shand, spend- 
ing two nights in Pao Ting Fu and going by rail to within 
three days of Taiku. Mr. Corbin will meet us at the junction 
and will bring cook and provisions for the way. lliis is a 
great relief to me as I will not have to took after the culinary 
department. While I am absent my well digging machine wiU 
begin w<^ and I shall hope to put down ^ree or four wells 
this season. I am in hopes the man who runs it will soon be 
able to buy the whole outfit. The well at our chapel in Cbo 
Chou is a great success and the pastor is happy. We are hav- 
ing the most delightful weather imaginable. It is cold bnt 
btacing and the children all have rosy checks. 

Sattuday, lo p. u. — ^Just back from a leanre to the soldicn 
SIB 
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on Chinese coiDage. A good company was present, not many 
Americans. One American soldiei had some Greek coins 
which he asked me to identify. 1 begged to be excused. A 
French soldier had a goodly quantity of old Chinese coins and 
I helped him out a little. Some Belgian soldiers seemed very 
bright and thoughtful. I spoke for about an hour and a half 
and then ran out of ideas. I had my new collection of coins, 
and they seemed very much interested. The new Y. M. C. A. 
room is the old Methodist chapel on the steeet. Vour mother 
can tell you the location. 

It was especially appropriate that Dr. Ament Eihoald 
visit Shangj as Dr. Barton's interpreter. Many years t>e- 
fore he had visited Shanai. In those days it vas a long 
joomey, twelve days at least, by cart or litter from 
Pelcing. The Chineee inns eo roate were those of Uie 
oidiuary Chinese official travellers, and the perils of the 
trip were enoagh to make It an ardnoos task. Those 
were the days also shortly after the great famine which 
depleted the province in the most disastrons way, 
millions having &lleo victims to its devastation. A 
new fiathoe was to form a part of this second jonrney, for 
in this province had occurred the most fearfnl massacrea 
of many workers who were nnable to reach any place of 
safety, the pitifnl victims of the ignorance and the brutal 
rage of the governor of the province, carrying ont with 
zeal the fierce proclamation of the imperial aathorities at 
the time. In the restoration, Dr. Atwood bravely opened 
the way in gathering together the scattered fragments of 
the chorcbee, and brave yonng spirits from Oberlin were 
ere long ready to answer the sommone, and " follow in 
their train." Bev. Paul L. Corbin entered the 8hansi 
Mission, believing "that Oberlin should send at least 
one man to the field yrhere snch a goodly nnmber of her 
sons were called upon for the snpreme sacrifioe." Mr. 
and Mrs. Corbin had joined the mission in the aatnmn 
of 1906. With them went Miss Flora K Heebuer to 



itized by Google 



CONFERENCE AND FEDEKATION 817 

take tip TOrk in school and among vomen -whicfa was in 
the bauds of Miss Partridge and Hiss Biid, who perished 
with the martyrs of Taika in 1900. 

Drs. Barton and Anient left Peking by rail on the 
morning of Monday, Febmary 18th, and spent the night 
with the station Mends at Pao Ting Fa. They leit Pao 
Ting Fa on the forenoon of the 19ih, and at noon Mr. 
Gorbin met them at the eastern terminus of the Bhansl 
railway. That afternoon the party rode on the new rail- 
way as fiu* as the coDstmction had prooeeded. Here 
they took mole litters and spent three days on the way, 
reachii^ at last Taiko, the station of the American Board 
Mission. Mr. Corbin has himself kindly famished an 
aooonnt of this visit as &r as relates to Dr. Ament 

Immedutel]' upon reaching the Shansi field Dr. Ament be- 
ggD to manifest a keen interest in the work of the mission. On 
the first Sabbath of his visit he preached a strong sermcHi in 
the forenoon and in the evening spoke in a newly opened street 
cfaape) in the city. The large audience and close attention in 
the street chapel greatly pleased him, and he ren:iarked with en* 
thusiasm to the missionary in charge of the station that the lat- 
ter ought to open the chapel and preach every evening in the 
week. Also on that Sabbath Dr. Ament read to the little com- 
pany of missionaries the paper that be, as chairman of the 
Committee on Comity and Federation, had prepared for the 
Shanghai Conference. 

The next day we left for Fenchow, the other sution of the 
mission, distant fifty-three miles. That afternoon Dr. Ament 
met with a slight accident The mule drawing the cart in 
which he was riding became frightened and ran away. To save 
himself from being overturned in a deep ditch Dr. Ament 
leaped from the cart, and in so doing suffered a cut on his 
hand and wrist, and some bniises on his shoulder. After 
reaching the inn where we were to spend the night the wound 
was dressed by Dr. Hemingway, and beypnd some lameness 
tor a few days Dr. Ament seemed none the worse for an adven- 
ture that might have terminated very seriously. That same 
evening a delegation of Christians in the town where we were 
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■pending the night came into the inn and asked Dr. Ament to 
lead tbciT evening prayen. Seeming' to forget hisinjured band 
and the weariness from the jouraey he led their senice and 
gave them nwst helpful admonition. 

Wednesday, February 37th, was ,spent in the Fendww sta- 
tion. Dr. Ament spoke to the Chinese Christians both in the 
nnorniag and afternoon, and in the evening Ofganiied a Chris- 
tian Endeavor Society erf fifteen membets, enroUing the It^eis 
of the native church. He was very enthusiastic over the out* 
look for the sUtion, and Dr. I. J. Atwood, then in charge of 
the work at Fenchow, spoke with deep appreciation, then and 
later, of the work done by Dr. Ament in his brief visit. 

Returning to Taikuhsien on Friday, March 1st, Dr. Ament 
attended a Chinese feast with Mr. Corbin and Dr. Hemingway 
in the afternoon, and in the evening preached in the street 
chapel. The church>memben from the out-stations had begun 
to gather in f« a " big meeting," and all were captivated by 
the eamettnesB and simplicity of Dr. Ament's message. On 
Saturday another feast was on the program, in honor of Dr. 
Barton. Dr. Ament enjoyed meeting some of the leading 
bankers and business men of the dty and district at these ban- 
quets, and in Taikuhsien, the most important dty commer- 
cially in Shansi, the province of bankers, he could hardly help 
meeting some men who had known him, or had heard him 
pteacb, in Peking. Both Saturday and Sunday evenings found 
him preaching with evident enjoyment in the always crowded 
street chapd. On one of those evenings he had the hymn, 
"Jems lOTes me, this I know," written upon the blackboard, 
and kept the audience repeating it until even the men and boys 
from the street could sing it with great gusto. 

Sunday momtng, March 3d, found the main chapel at 
Taikuhsien filled, many having been attracted by the notice 
that I^. Ament wa^ to preach. He spoke most tenderly from 
the text, " And the sea is no more." Both he and Dr. Bartoo 
rejoiced in sedng sixteen persons baptized and received into 
the church that day, and Dr. Ament led the communion serv- 
ice following the reception of members. That evening, dde- 
gations of church-members called to bid him good-bye, for 
before dawn of the next morning he and Dr. Barton began their 
return journey. 

Several of Dr. Ament's strongest characteristics were Isought 
out very vividly in this Sbaost visit. His earnest and warm- 
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heuted cvuigeliBtic spirit made a deep impression on the na- 
tive church. The ChrisdaDS Enarrelled at his eocrgy, and ao 
fell into a happy mistake when they asked if a full-length por- 
trait of President Roosevelt that bung in Dr. Hemingvay'i 
study was not Dr. Ament'i likeness. His power to win and 
hold friends was also brought out on this visit, and several 
business men whom he met socially while at Taikuhsien long 
continued to inquire far "Pastor Md." Though these men 
are not yet believers thdi sorrow seemed as genuine as that of 
the Christians when they heard not long ago that Dr. Ament 
had '■ returned to the heavenly home." 

To the missionaries visited upon this journey Dr. Ament 
bronght great inspiration. His energy, his uncomplaining en- 
durance of hard travel condidons, his zeal as a preacher, hit 
delight in the little children in our homes, his loving and help- 
ful counsel, all contribute to most fragrant memories of this 
brave and gentle Christian knight. To think of him is to de- 
termine to strive better : his memory is an unfailing inspiration. 

The above visit oooapied the days nntll March 6tb, 
vhen Dr. Ament retoraed to Peking, leaving Dr. Barton 
to make a dStonr during vhidi be visited the Lin Ohing 
and Pang Cbnang stations in the Shantung Province. 
Dr. Barton retomed thence to Peking and visited the 
Kalgan station between March 19th and 27th, returning 
once more to Peking. 

Peking, March 34, igoj. 
Dkak Dr. Strong : 

We are just now in Holy Week and holding daily meet- 
ings. This week is becoming increasingly precious to the 
Chinese church. The idea of sacrifice as an expression of love 
as well as of power is unknown in this eastern world. The 
Buddhistic idea of sacrifice bq^ns and ends in self and the out- 
come u merit. This merit will offset the shortcomings of life. 
The character of Christ as the ideal is gradually looming op 
before the Chinese mind, though it is hard for them to realize 
how one has both power to avoid suffering and at the same dme 
endure suffering, as a perfect character, willingly. 

The Home Missionary Society of our Peking station is our 
pride and our joy. They support one native helper, one pastor 
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and one day-school. Larger societies take no more pleasure in 
independent work than does this little society in Nculb China, 
begnn and carried on by men and women, hardly oneof whom 
has an income beyond the absolute needs of the family. Of 
tbeii own initiative they organized a course of study for helpen 
and lay members of the church and the examinations will be 
conducted by the native pastors. Frtxn the successful ones are 
to be chosen the future preachers. The interest shown by the 
body of membos, the statesman -like views of the leaders, and 
their ability to think and to plan all give us great hope for the 
future of the society. Other sUtions are esuUishing like so- 
cieties and in the course of time these various societies will 
amalgamate and form a great society for North China. 

On the twentieth of this month the Emperor made his first 
trip to the temple of Confucius to carry out the recent edict of 
the Empress Dowager, that Confucius should be worshipped as 
the equal of heaven and earth. It is thought that the elevation 
of Confucius to this great eminence is to show that he is as 
high as Christ and that there is nothing in the universe greater 
than the " perfect teacher, sage and god Confucius." The same 
rites that have been observed in ^e worship of heaven are to 
be observed in the worship of Confucius. The Emperor has 
also established schools in the native city of Confucius, in 
Shantung, where only the writings of Confucius are to be 
studied. The Duke in the seventieth generation firom Confu- 
cius is now en route to Peking to thank the Emperor in person 
tot this great honour conferred upon his ancestor and upaa his 
native city and the region. A yellow chair is provided for him 
with bearers and he b given more than regal himor. 

^e annnal meeting of the yoith China Mission, 1907, 
was made memorable by the presence of the deputation 
appointed to visit China. Dr. Barton had already visited 
each station of the misston, the last being Tientain, -where 
Professor Moore had joined him. They hastened -with 
others to Tnng-choT vhere as hitherto the annoal meet- 
ing was held. The meetings b^an on Satorday, the 6th 
of April, lasting nntil the 14th. On Sonday, the 7th, 
the morning service was devoted to a welcome in Ohineae 
to the depotatlra, by the native pastor at Tting-chow, 
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Hr. Kong, and the tesponsee by Drs. Moore and Barton, 
duly tnuislated. The speoial interest in tbis aonnal 
meetiiig, aside firom tbe osoal reports vhioh vere en- 
oonraging and hopeful beyond the common years, oentared 
naturally in the diaciiaaioaB and explanations due to the 
pT«eence of the depntation. On Thonday the miflaioD 
was in the committee of the whole, disoossing qaeetiona 
rslBed by the deputation relative to the financial policy of 
the Boafd and methods of work, as well as the outlook 
for the fntnre, and as to the qaestions of self-eapport, 
tltlefl of propwty, bolldiogs, and oonferencee with the 
native chnroh. The vote of the mission expressed'ln a 
format way its estimate of the value of the coming of the 
deputation. 

Aside from the general crltlcisma which might naturally 
fwcDT, or suggestions as to the impression which was 
made apon them by the present aspect of the mission 
work, the deputation entered into the social and spiritoal 
Ufa of the mission with great interest and in their ad- 
dresses and personal appeals made a dec^ impression, as 
veil as upon the Chinese who heard their words thioagh 
the sev^al interpreters. It was Dr. Ament's part to 
share largely In interpreting the views of the deputation, 
especially to the Chinese gatherings at Peking. He 
shared with the secretary and Dr. Moore in the large 
ontlook for Christian efibrt and in the fi«er estimate with 
which modem thought looks npon the relation of the na- 
tive peoples to the religion which is bron^t to them, 
throogh the devotion and ardent philanthropy of Chris- 
tian believers in America and Europe. 

From the annual meeting the del^:ate8 and the depu- 
tation hastened southward to attend the Centenary Mis- 
sionary Conference, held at Shanghai April 25t}i-May 
8th. One hnndred years had passed since Bobert ISxa- 
riaon bad arrived in Canton. 
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The time had oome at the ead of a century to e 
the auderlfiiig forces and to make real to tiie world the 
splendor of the progress in this onwilliDg land. The three 
years spent In elat>orate preparation, in the appointment 
of lai^ oommittetn, in the aasignment of the many prob- 
lems to oarefully selected leaders, and in aronsing a spedal 
interest in the gathering vas now to bear rich and abon- 
dant fniiL The place was the centxal point of effective 
work in Oiina. 

The records of this Centenary Conference hare been 
ftdly published. It will not be necessary to refer to the 
large problems that were discnssed, nor to the world-wide 
inflaenoe of this effeotive assembly, exoept so far as they 
relate to Dr. Ament and the share he was permitted to take 
in the sabject ooouuitted to him. Of the eleven large 
themes assigned for consideration, each occupied mach 
of a single day in the presentation. It was on the ninth 
day of the conference, Monday, May 6th, that Dr. Ament 
took the floor to present an abstract of his paper on the 
■al^ect: " Comity and Federation." 

The nineteenth century, especially in the United States, cq)eDed 
with theological strife. The Church was divided into parties 
which gradually swung off into denominattoiis. Is the twen- 
tieth century, in its opening yeais, to witness a welding of the 
broken fragments into something like uoity? Unity is the 
goal towards which all events move, eocial, political, religious. 
The Hague tribunal is a portent of peace and one of the most 
lignificant events of history. Christ came not to found a 
church but to establish a kingdom. Unity is always a condi- 
tion of Pentecost — not uniformity, but more than comity. In 
lodia the Dutch Reformed and the Free Churches of Scodand 
have effected a memorable union, with a simple confession of 
faith in four articles. The Free Church Federation of Great 
Britain practically covers the country. In Canada, Nova 
Scotia, New Zealand, Australia, Korea, Japan, as well as India, 
those formerly opposed to each other are now allied. The 
Fedenttton Confcieucc in New York in 1905 discovered no 
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■pedal barrier to the federadon of thirty denominatJons repre- 
seatiDg fifty million of people. Successful federation in Chine 
must be vital, not formal. It must include the Chinese Chris- 
tians. The longer deferred the more difGcult. Different 
membcis of the committee have made valuable suggestions 
towaids forming a united coundt of the Christians of China 
for consideriog any and all questions of importance in extend- 
ing Christ's luDgdoni. It is felt that principles must not be 
wrecked by details, but this conference must give fresh impetus 
to this movement. Int^ation will imply some sacrifices and 
ccRicessioDS which we must be prepared to make. 

With tills as a prellmmary Dr. Ament Intarodnoed the 
seriea of reeolations accepted by his Committee on Oomlty 
and Federatioa. He spoke of the rising tide of harmony 
and good feeling. There were eignlflcant omissionB in 
the reeolntionB. The word Protestant was not nsed. 
They were gathered as ChristianB, and not as Frotestanta, 
to discosB these resolntioDS. Members of the Latin and 
Greek churohee who come, Bible in hand and In folth in 
Jesos Christ, would not be tamed away. Nor were the 
words, non-oonformist or dissenter, used. Party names 
ahoold have no place here. There was no mention of any 
creed. 

Dr. Ament then went on to detail the ofcrjeots of the 
resolations and ootline their effect if adopted. 

He presented each resolation in order. An amend- 
ment to the first reeolntlon snggeetlng a change in the 
name was accepted, as follows : " The name shall be The 
Christian Federation of China." 

A strennons debate followed, Dr. Ament answering 
questions as to the working of the plans, or explaining 
the pnrpose of his committee. 

Among those speaking was Bishop Bashford, who con- 
sidered the resolntiOns "eminently safe, practical and 
oonservative." The vote was taken at the close of the 
morning session and the first resolntion was passed, leas 
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than a dozen handa Bhowing in opposition. The after- 
noon seasion was even more stxenooaa, as Dr. Ament of- 
fered in tnm the saooesslve teeolntion^ aooepting or de- 
clining amendmentB as they affected the general tenor of 
the committee'a plan. In the oonrae of the debates a ret- 
erenoe waa made to Dr. Amenf a remarks dealing widi 
the creeds, and the hope was offered that those remarks 
might be deleted from the reports. In reply Dr. Ament 
aaid the remarks represented his ova opinion, and as his 
memory served him be had nothing to vithdiav. He 
had mode no reflection on the tro great creeds of the 
Ohnrch. After further discnasion, Dr. Ament feU the 
drift of oanfierenoe and then aaid: "In the interests of 
harmony I am wllUog to withdraw portions of my ad- 
dress which mB^ not be acceptable to the conference." 
The eonference then adopted the resolutions as a whole. 
The first and seoond reeolations give the name and ob- 
jects proposed. 

1. This oonfiBrenoe recommends the formation of a 
faderal ouioD nnder ttie titl^ "The China ChrisUaa 
Federation." 

2. The ot^ects of this federation are to foster and en- 
ooorage the sentiment and practice of nnion, and to work 
fbr the nltimata acoompUshment of onr ideal — a united 
<Siristian Ohorch in China. 

In view of these resolotions strenaooaly debated, and 
carried all but nnanimously, we may fittingly gaote the 
local newpapera: '*The key-note of the conference has 
been nnity. It has onderlaid ev&ty series of Tesolntiona, 
eveiy paper prepared, and hardly an boor has passed 
withoat some reference to it The meeting of aach a oon- 
ferenoe was in itsdf a txinmph of nnion and nothing can 
bring home more convincingly to the native Christiana 
the fact that in all essentials the Protestant missions are at 
one. The Centenary Conference most go down to history 
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u an epooh-maifcing event Those vbo attended the oon- 
ferenco from day to day cannot but feel that : 



Hhd the nwroi* bonodi whkdi now diitraol Uh world. 
Vben the ben ^ oned end ipeecb and noe, vhloh mtbi, 
Shell be tued in one hnmani^ tarerer." 

Of Dr. Ament'B penonal feetingB dnruig the great d^' 
of Uke development of his ardent plana for unity and ez- 
paosion In Christian effort ire have soaroe a word from 
himself but it ia a pleasnxe to add the estimate of those 
who were present and able to jndge of his bearing and 
his strength, as well as oonrteey, in the long discnsBion. 
Of this Dr. 0. C. Greegan, at that time district secretary 
of the American Board la New York, and viiiiting the 
missions with Dr. A. "S. Hitcheook, district secntery in 
OMcago, writes as follows : 

I want to speak also of the way Dr. Ament bore himself at 
the great Shanghai Conference. I was with him then ten 
days. He was ill most of the time, complaining at his head. 
I wonder if it was not the bcginniag tk the disease which 
finally caused his death. You will reoill that he was chairman 
of the Committee on Church Federation. When the time 
came tea him to make his report, be delivered an addrea, 
twenty minutes in length, I believe, which was one of remark- 
able power and made a deep impresnon on all who heard it 
This was IbUowed by a discussion which lasted practically all 
day, and although opinions differed on some of the points 
which had been presented by your husband, at the conclusion 
the vote was unanimous. If you could have been present, as 
I was, and have heard his masterly address, I think you would 
have felt that he was speaking at his best, out of a ripe experi- 
ence and from the deepest conviction of his heart as to the 
needs of China. 

Prof. B. O. Moore writes aa follows to tlie MMwMtrg 
HenM for July, 1M7 : 
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There was the freest expresraon of opinion, and upon matten 
concerning which the widest difTerenccs prevail. But the 
dtminjmt im^^ession made by the coDveotion was that of the 
■eriousnesi with which the dcl^ates approached their work. 
Men stood in awe as thejr thought of the gravity of the issues 
which were involved. Never perhaps has the spirit of prayer 
man truly possessed a ddiboative body. And out of the 
sense of the presence of God there came a charity and kindU- 
nest of judgment which in no way hindered earnestness, or 
even the saving sense of humcv, but which brought the ctm- 
vention at the end of every day's debate to the practical una- 
nimity that characterised the conclusions of the conference. 
The greatness of the problems which theM missionaries face, 
and to some extent the newness of the conditions in which 
they WOTk, made this conference such an exemplification of the 
spirit of Christianity as has rarely been seen. In truth out of 
the discussions of Comity and Federation came restdutions 
which not only organize fen- effective co5pcration all Protestant 
bodies now working in China but hold before the workers the 
ideal ol a united church of China. 

Oh th* Yang Tu, May 30, 1907. 
DtAR Dk. \axn : 

I am on the looftd bosom of the mighty Yang Tse, en 
route for Peking after attending the Centenary Conference. 

As chairman of the Comity and Federation Committee houn 
were spent in consultation on resolutions, which were finally 
accepted by the conference, and federation of the eighty mis- 
sions in China is about to be achieved. 

I am one (rf a committee of iwcnty-five to start federation 
councils in the provinces, and firom them to elect a general fed- 
eration conndl who will act for the whole missionary body. 
We thus hope to get closer together and take away the reproach 
that we are divided. The spirit of the conference was most 
beautiful tobdiold and there is no doubt that the powerof sec- 
tarianism has been broken and there will be in China, in good 
time, one Christian church. Now if the churches at home can 
follow this good example there will be hope of a united church 
in the world and more strength for the spreading of the GospeL 
The Anglicans were especially active in promoting evcryttung 
which looked towards unity in the church and proved them- 
selves most irenic and aggressive in every good thing. 
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The different BaptiBt, Presbyterian, Lutheran, Methodist and 
Episcopalian denorainatioos all federated, or united. We Eng- 
li^ and American Congregatioaalists had union meetings, but 
no burning questions were up before us and no organization 
was effect^. 

I wish jrou could take a ride on this majestic river. The 
volume of water is vast. Islands abound, almost as large as a 
county at hoioe. Porpoise are found 800 miles up the river. 
The banks are fairly lined with fishermen and their huts. 
Mountains line the shore, on which thousands of sheep might 
befed. But they are not here. The resourcesof thcriverand 
the land adjoining seem not to be touched. More teeming 
millions might be supported, if they learned to work together 
and could trust each other. We have just passed the " Dttte 
Orphan " rock, an island, a sharp pinnacle of rock running up 
sheer from the water, with two temples on it. It must be a 
lonesome [dace hr the priests who live there. The river here 
is magnificent, remindingoneoftbeinlandscaof Japan. High 
rocks abound and birds seem to find a home in dbem. 

We are at the borders of two provinces, An Hni and Kiang- 
si. The latter is one of the worst provinces of the empire, and 
riots and troubles are of constant occurrence. Mission work 
has as yet taken small hold of the province. To-night we 
reach Kiukiang, from whence there is a road to Kuling, a high 
mountain where misnonaries go to escape the summer heat and 
malaria. 

I have felt the strain of the past year, preparing my paper 
and doing a large correspondence. I expect to get a horse 
when I get to Peking and see if I cannot better my condition. 
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XXIV 

NBW HOPES FOR SOCIAL AND MORAL UFUFT 
IN CHINA 

Piking, Junt 12, 1907. 
ICt dear tlAKt : 

Stdle left thii morning for Pei Tai Ho. The best thing is 
that Putor Wang and Kao Hsin have come to tne and inti- 
mated that the former may accept the call to Nan Meng. 
They have gone now to consult with the other members of tbe 
committee. That will lift a burden from my mind. I took 
dinner last night with several Chinese gentlemen, and their idea 
is to start a decent newspaper in Peking, and they want Dr. 
Hartin and myself to hdp. They will have a Christian de- 
partment as well as scientific, literary, etc They seemed in 
earnest and have a good property inside tbe Ch't Hua Gate 
already purchased. Prince Su is sending seven of bis sons to 
Chang Hsi Tung's school and thinks this school is tbe best in 
the city. (Dr. Ament was trustee of this school.) Rain has 
fiUlen in small quantities, and the great dryness seems to be 
broken, for which I am devoutly thankful. 

Later. — ^Just back from my first ride on the pony. He proves 
to have a good gait and I am well satisfied with that. Now if 
he can add some meat to his ribs and hold his head up and put 
on a snuut appearance, I shall feel that I have made a good 
bargain. 

June i8th. — Have had a most delightful and unusual day. 
Wang Chao, one of the exiled reformers of 1898, invited me to 
dine with Shen Ta Jen, ao officer of the Agriculture and Com- 
mercial Office, at the latter's office. He is a rich man as well 
as an official. He has refused office for years, but came at the 
order of Tsai Chen, and is making a success of it. He has six 
fine sons, and one of them came to the feast, as fiiM a specimen 
of an intelligent, modest man, as I ever saw. His alulityis 
shown in his beating Wang Chao at chess. 



itized by Google 



NEW HOPES sad 

The feast snrpasaed anjr I ever saw in ChioK. The great 
man was most polite and invited us to our seats in a way which 
saved the usu^ confusion. He took the wine cup and put it 
at a plate and then came to the one who was to sit there and 
made a salaam, and that was the end of it. No one could re- 
fuse. One plate at a time came in, and everybody was weU 
filled before the last plate came. After the feast we all went to 
the new io6l<^cal gardens outside the northwest gate, and a 
surprise met us. Here is an agricultural farm of 3,500 mn, 
of land and things well developed. Water is brought in from 
" Black Dragon " Spring, and a little river runs through the 
grounds. A lotus pond is there and other things. The 
animals include lions, tigers, sebras, monkeys, aquatic birds, 
wild boar, kangaroo, all cared for by two Germans, who have 
insured the animab for a year. It may be opened this fall by 
the sale of tickets. It will furnish a &ie outlet for the people 
of Peking, and be most instructive. 



Ptkiagf/utu 34, igo^. 

TotheSahi: 

Monday turns out to be a hot day and it grieves me to 
see twelve little and big lads, schoolbo)^, setting out for Nan 
Meog in this sun. I was to buy their tickets as far as Huanir 
Tsun, when I found to my dismay that the morning train did 
not stop there. So the little fellows shouldered their bags and 
started off, with two dollars extra, and they were not happy 
because it was not more. What is to be the solution of this 
money question? Here these boys have been fed at the 
church's expense for a year or so, and having received what I 
consider a fair sum, they go off growling and think the pastor 
stingy 1 I am very sorry not to satisfy them, but they may 
drive me to do nothing at all for them and to let them get 
along as best they can. 

Yesterday, Dr. Fries spoke for us. He is chairman of the 
World's Students' Federation and lives in Stockholm, and 
seems to speak any language wanted. His wife is an English 
woman bom in Sweden, and a very delightful hidy. She is 
with him here, and is now writing letters in my room. Our 
house is delightfully cool this year. 

The Chinese are holding a meeting in the interest of inde- 
pendeace and nnay ask the throne fi^ protection as an inde- 
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peodent society. This does not mean to cut loose from for- 
eignen, but wUl be on outlet for their euergies and may even- 
tuate in a native church, for which I should be devoutly thank- 
ful. They arc all iuquiring what constitutes a church and are 
anxious to get the church on secure foundations. 

This p. u., Dr. Fries spoke in English on Paul's Visioos. 
He has given me much valuable information on Finnish, Rus- 
sian, Swedish and Norwegian affairs. All the London Mission 
are going to the hills. The shore does not teem so pqiular, 
partly on account of the expense. 

I want to take a run to Liang Msiaug and stay over Sunday. 
I have a liking for old Pu An Tun with all its failings. They 
are out of the woods — so fu as the Roman Catholics are oxi- 
cemed. Their school is the only one in town. Our litde sum- 
mer school starts in with six boys. There will be more later. 
After next Sunday, I will either take a trip to the country or go 
to Pei Tai Ho. I want to leave the city. Our engine is run- 
ning as never before. Water is needed. Street wells are dry- 
ing. It is never too hot to read your letters, or to write to 
you. God bless you. Good-bye. 

WnxuK. 

Pei Tai Ho, but day of/ulj, 1907. 
Dtait Marv: 

It is delightful to be once nwre in the little house by the 
M». The air is very damp and my bed last night seemed full 
of water. First plunge a genuine detiBht. A good many peo- 
ple were there and we had the fun (X seeing a battle between 
Gailey and Robertson, two giants. They were like two whales 
and full of fun as the rest of us. 

Friday evening. — '■ Federation." A good two days' meet, 
ing. People very harmonious. Adopt^ the terms Shang Ti 
and Sheng Ling. Some dissatisfaction with the UnioD Hymn- 
Book and will defer its acceptance. Will elect delegates to the 
National Council — in America. Much dissatisfaction with 
Bible selling as at present conducted. 

I had a tough time to-day battling with the waves which were 
high and were sweeping me towards the rocks. 1 called for 
help and two young men pushed me a life preserver. Sad news 
of drowning of Seabury, a Yale man, at Kuling. Also Mr. 
Mann of the St. John's College. Mr. Beach is sadly grieved 
over the loos to Yale Mission. 
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FrtHu ft report in the SliaDgh&i papers ve otill the fol- 
lowing additions to the brief mention by Dr. Ament. 

"JfiMion Federation. — An important step towards the 
realization of the general dflsire for federation in missioii 
work was taken by the holding of the first meeting of the 
Chih Li Provincial Oonnoil at Pei Tai Ho Aagost lst-2d. 
Delegates &om seven missions were present It was 
resolved that the ProTincial Council accepts for this 
province the new terms for Ood and Spirit, Sbang Ti and 
Hheng Ling." 

The antnmn work of the Peking station b^an with full 
vigor on the return of the missionaries from the seaside 
resort The impolse of the Shanghai Gonferenoe was fdt 
very deeply and the hope for a large extension of Chris- 
tian edacatlon and evangelism in the empire was greater 
than hitherto. To do his share of the work in a ooora- 
geons and effective way was the renewed porpose of Dr. 
Ament While the carrying forward of saoh work most 
be much the same from season to season, yet there are al- 
ways distinctive indications and signs of happy pn^nm. 
The long tooring of the antnmn fell to Mr. Stcdle, as well 
as the brief tonrs to the near ont-stations. In summing 
vp the work, Dr. Ament reports that for the first time in 
the history of the station all the oat-stations are well pro> 
Tided with buildings and preachers. 

The street chapel work, which came especiaUy to Dr. 
Ament, filled his heart and life. There, he says, " we 
some in contact with the ontside world and gather 
recruits for the kingdom. The secret of sncoees is per- 
eistenoe and love which faints not at disconragements." 

The popular lectures which now for three years had be- 
come a settled part of his work were held weekly, with an 
attendance varying from one to several hundreds. It is 
noted that a new oonstttoency had been developed by these 
lectnrei, the ohnroh-members taking little interest in 
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thtm and feeUng Ioh reepoiwibility for them. EvidcDtly 
ttiia form of reaching a oev set of Usteners bad been vtay 
belpftil in implanting uev Ideas and aroosing Uunight 
along sdentiflo and more nniTenal lines. It vas a taak 
to keep theae leoturea in ronning order and to make then 
dnl; efTeolire. Leetores for vomen were kq>t up at the 
North Ghapd by the ladies of the station, as a means fiir 
opening the doors wider for acoeas to the homeB of the 
people. Teachers of ontaide schools and the pnpils wero 
invited and good response was made to sach inrltattoiiB. 
Thus the circle of Mendahip was steadily enlarging, and 
the way preparing for sowing the gospd seed In many 
hearts. 

One of the most interestiiig developments of the year, 
which while not in Dr. Ament's charge elicited his most 
hearty interest, was the plan of the pastor of the North 
Ohorch to secore a repreeentatlTe meeting of all CSirts- 
tians in the dty. The idea had oocnrred th^ standing 
alone on the nnlTersaUy acoepted truths a meeting mie^t 
be called at the New Year holidays, with representativeB 
ftom the throe great oommnnions, Protestant, Greek and 
Boman Oatholic Pastor Jen developed the Idea viib 
great tact and perslatence. He called personally on each 
of the leaders in the chorches of all ChristiaD sects. A 
snrprlsing spirit of harmony and willingness to nnlte is 
matoal oeremonies was evident, if featares obJeotitHuible 
to any might be elindnated. The program was arranged 
for the 11th of the first moon— Febnury 12th. The 
ohnrch at oar mission oomponnd was filled with a com- 
pany of believers, snch as ooold seldom be gathered to- 
gether. Fonrteen religions bodies were represented, in- 
cluding the Anglican and the Greek. OongratolatKny ad- 
dresses were made and formal Chinese salatatioiis i0en& 
hy each to each, and by all to each. It was a delightftil 
oocasion and the Christiajis of the capital teUt tOi the fliflt 
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time perh^a a ml rniity in the Spirit and the bond of 
peaoe. Each body bionght its vritten or printed Kew 
Year's cards of oongratnlation to exchange with all the 
others. Many of these vere snbseciaeDtly framed for pres- 
ervation and hoog apon the chnroh vails as a memento 
of the fratem^ spirit of Christianity, which now seemed 
to be pervasive la the great city, —a happy omen of the 
time when large numbers shonld feel the sense of glad 
fbllow^p in the service of a common Lord. 

While it woold thoB appear that North China was 
opening to the Gospel, the attitude of the high aathorl- 
tdes still called for care tn the presentation of the word of 
feitb. I>r. Ament soms ap the sitoation in his annual 
report with the observation : " The sltnation calls for the 
miadODBry who will grapple first of all with the common 
man and leave converts by the million from the higher 
(dassee to the realm of dreams. Hard individual work is 
the order of the day. Beforms are in the air, bat most of 
them may resnlt in deformity unless doly gnided. 

*' There is therefore more call than ever for the preach- 
ing of the old Gospel wliieh still means : ' Peaoe on earth 
to men of good wilL' " 

The city has been troubled by nine fires t>reakiDg out in dif- 
feroit places, one being the ezpoddon building. The Empren 
Dowager has onlered water to be brought or secured near the 
fire statioDS. I think there will be some improvement in that 
line. Some attribute the fires to revolutionists, but I tUnk that 
doubtful. To-day we had dinner with the Duchess. It was a 
fine afiair. I was hungry and enjoyed the whole repast. Out- 
door sleeping keeps me hungrier than ever before in the spring. 
I sleep more and eat more and do not seem b> get tired. Had 
a splendid preach to-day, after five o'clock. The Duchess's 
eldest son will go into the Y. M. C. A. class. I shall go and 
introduce him next Monday, American soldiers are the 
teachers. Ever your affectionate 

WtLUAlL 
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PMng, April 9, igoS. 
Mv DUR Hary : 

YooT letter of March Sth ii at hand. I was iDterested 
in all the bunch of neirs. Mts. Hicks is here and Mr, Hicks 
may arrive next week, I shall hope so, as we expect to hold 
daily meetings through PassiOD Week and would like some help 
from him. 

To-night we Had a lecture on gambling from a mas in the 
Theological Seminary, who used to be a professional in Tung- 
chow, but is now studying for the miniatry. If he can preach 
as well as he can talk on gambling be will be sure of success. 
The Stelles leave day after to-morrow. It seons as though the 
largest part of the station was to go. 

There has been a panic in the city over firea. There hare 
been twenty-five fires in different parts of the city. We had a 
lighted lamp thrown into the kindergarten buildmg, but it 
fOTtunately went out and no harm was done. The fire fiends 
are about. 

Peking, April 1$, zgoS, 

IfVDtARHARr: 

The Passion Week is rapidly slipping into history. Oar 
meetings have been well attended and to-day Pastor Jen led a 
beautiful meeting on the general topic, ' ' The Master hath need 
of you." At the North Church yesterday Mr. Kastler con- 
ducted a fine meeting. While we did not have any remarkable 
developments, as in Manchuria, I must believe these mcetiDgs 
are helping on the spiritual life of the church and must educate 
in the best things. To-morrow we have communion in mid- 
week for the first time. 1 think it will be well for us alL 
There should be nothing formal in the communion service and 
it should fall when hearts are ready for it, and if ever people are 
TvaAy iat it, it should be in Passion Week. 

My little book, "The Passion Week," by Drs. Strong and 
Barton, of Oak Park, has passed the committee and will be 
printed, but not in time for this year's services. Miss Miner 
and other ladies had a cold time at the "Ch'uan Hsl So," 
where the native ladies teaching in the city schools invited 
them to-day. Miss Reed helped in the lectures, a new thing 
for her. It seems very pleasant to get back into the big church. 

The " Little Book," to which Dr. Ament in his lettn- 
lefws w having paased the oommittee of the Tract 
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Bodtty, iru the last aeotioD of the admirable little 
booklet prepared by the pastors of Oak Park, Dlinols, 
"Hla Life." It was iesned in Chinese by the North 
Gliina Tract Society, in time for the Passion Week of the 
following year, nnder its title, "The Last Week." A 
copy was sent to Oak Park, to irhioh the folloTing is a 
reply. 

Thi First Congregaihnal Chureh, 
Oak Path, lUinoU, May ao, tgog. 
My dzar Miss Fobtir: 

You were good enough to say that I need not answer 
your letter of the 19th of April, which accompanies the 
Chinese edition of " His Last Week." But I must write. 

I am deeply grateful for the txmklet and the letter, and I am 
mote interested in this matter than I can make you understand. 
This lx)oUet, " His Life," grew out of our church life in Oak 
Park. It has gone in a wonderful way around the world and 
we have no Uttle evidence of the good it has done and I hope 
the good will tx multiplied. Among all the tokens that have 
reached ns from many lands, there is no one that touches me 
so deeply as this, the last literary work of my friend, Dr. 
Ament. I am deeply grateful that we could grasp hands 
across the sea in this far-away collaboration. I shall prize the 
Uttle book which 1 cannot read, and cherish it with a peculiar 
interest. And year by year as Easter approaches, it will be a 
pleasant thought that we arc following the same lessons with 
you in China. 

1 thank you very heartily for sending me this most interest- 
ing txx>klct and memwal of my friend. Dr. Ament. 
Yours very truly, 

WiLUAH E. Babtoh. 

Fekittg, April if, 1008. 
Glad Easter Day. This is a beautiful day and 1 trust 
we shall not lose the spirit of the day by any anticipations of 
evil or present discomforts. We had a fine congregation and 
service this a. u. The girls sang "Halleluiah," and Mr. 
Hicks gave a good Ulk. He was bom at Oberlin, but gradu- 
ated at Cornell. Seven were received into the churdi and 
eight taken in 00 probation, ^f^ion^ them yoor little girl 
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Kna I^n. It wu quite a itep for ber. The Tisitors seemed 
to admire our church exceedingly. Mr. Hiclu says it stayed ia 
his mind as a beautiful dream. Mr. Hicks takes good in- 
teriors and has some pictures of inner life and mission wnk at 
Fuchow. It is a new feature. To-monow we take a short 
run down to Chaog Hsin Tien and return at noon. I am to 
iaspect new buildings there. 

mne p. M. — Just back from the Nwth Church. Had a 
good turnout and some of the schoolboys followed ns out 
The schools are in a good condition and Mr. Hicks was much 
pleased with the outkx>k. Forty girls ate in the memorial 
school, and more are applying for admission. The new room 
is very comfortable tor meetinK purposes and the whole place 
is weU equipped for work. Pastor Wang is Eat and h^thy 
and doing good wmk at Nan Meng. 

As to bclievmg the BiUe. Modem criticism clarifies the 
Bible and brings out all its beauties and does away with many 
old fables and explanations which people do not accept and 
yet are not heretics. Do not allow Will to uke interpvetaticms 
for the Bible. Let him get the spirit of the Old Book and he 
can do away with the whale, the floatiDg axe and speaking 
donkey, if be wishes, but the Bible is still God's Book. 
Your 

W p.IJAM. 



Between the writing of tiie above letter and Qie fdllow- 
ing Madam Ament paased away at Oberiio. A sadden 
attack: of pDeomonia had, as so often with othera, carried 
ber away is baste. Bhe had already passed her ninetieth 
year, and waa in great hopes that she might live to see 
her dear sou onoe more. This was denied to them both, 
nor could they have looked forward to the leaoion in the 
lAud of Light. 

The funeral of the aged mother was dniy ananged fw 
at Owosso, to wbiob home she was carried to be laid at 
rest with the friends of a lifetime who had preceded her. 
The release from the care of the aged saint made it at 
once possible for Mrs. Anient to prepare for an early 
retnrn to her bnsbuid. All of these meters are briefly 
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toached upon in tlie following letter, TTitteo after re- 
ceiving the cabled meesage oQQOnnciQg the death of his 
mother. 

PeJting, April a6, zgoS. 
My dear MakY: 

I am thinking of yoD all the time. What are you 
doinK just now? I am thinking of my dear old mother and 
wonder if her last hours were pleasant or painful. I was glad 
that in your last letter you speak of her having received two 
letters from me and that they comforted her. That was 
unspeakably good news. 1 am sure mother would feel that all 
loved and honored her. As to future plans, you will do the 
best you can. If you can make good arraDgemcnts about the 
house, I have no doubt you will be out here so as to spend a 
month or BO at Fei Tai Ho. Our Sunday here passed off nicely 
with a good congregation and Sunday-schooL 

I wonder how you got on with the funeral. I feet sorry that 
these burdens should fall an your dear shouldeis. Would that 
mother might have lived till 1 returned. Doubtless the deiUh 
of Aunt Julia weighed upon her heavily. 

Our new building is moving in space and bids fair to add to 
the symmetry of the grounds. ^Reference is made to the 
parish house, or prayer room, built on the east side of the 
church, north of Dr. Ament's bouse.) Sir Robert Hart got off 
iu a halo of glory. Every day will now bring you nearer, not 
months as before. That is a silver lining as Mrs. Hicks said. 
Keep up good courage— dear heart. 



Andover Theological Seminary has always been noted 
for the high character of the many miaslonailee she haa 
sent abroad. The filam of 1877 was not behind any of its 
predecessors in its missionary elements. Oary and Pettoe 
have diHtingnished themselves in Japan, Christie in 
Turkey, and Ament and Boberts in China have reooids 
of the highest serrloe. In the following class, 1878, 
J. P. Jones, of India, stands abreast of his fsllovB in 
length of service and wisdom in carrying it forward. 

The following letter needs no other introdaotion. ' 
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Peking, /mu 2S, 1908. 
My dxax Jonis : 

It was very good of yon to remember me again. I bad 
not fi»gotten you, though defects in my correspondence might 
seem to niggest it. Especially did I think of )^u after I h^d 
of the death of your dear boy who was taken in such an 
unexpected way. (Dr. Jones' son was crushed in the falling 
in of a cave neai Oberlin, in which he and bis companions had 
been playing. He alone did not escape.) I felt deeply 
grieved, as I know the sadness of such pardnga. You have a 
group of beautiful children who are a joy and comfort to yoa, 
while we have only one boy of our quartette. We have still 
abundant merdea to be thankful foi and these events, seein- 
ingly BO sad, may usher in a better day for us on all sides. 
Our memorial school, founded in memory of our Emily, b 
most flourishing. It overflows with girb and has an excellent 
reputation and is quite a model for native schoc^ in that 
region of the city. My most recent grief was the passing away 
of my dear old mother, just ninety years of age. Of coune 
she hod measured the full span of her days, but I did long to 
see her once more and her last request was that I might come 
home. I had expected that she might round out the century, 
as she had a fine constitution and few chronic ailments, but 
her ambition to do something took her to a cold room in the 
spring and her cold developed into pneumonia. The silver 
lining is that her release makes it possible for my wife to return 
to China. I shall look for her just as soon as she is rested up 
and has made airangemeuts about the house. 

It is really difficult to sec beneath the surface in this (4d 
empire. It ia an art to feel the pulse of the nation. I make 
no claims to proficiency in that regard and do not write half as 
much as I did many years ago, as I have learned the ease ctf 
making mistakes and perhaps hanging one's head in shame and 
humiliation almost before the ink is cold. Unda gronnd 
China is deeper than the ken of a foreigner. 

Our work is growing, despite weak oversight. My col- 
league is in the United States and I am alone, with the Tract 
Society, two Bible societies (American and Scotch), twenty- 
three stations, teachers, general and public duties as a "vet- 
eran," pastor of a large church and now last of all in this hot 
weather our " young theological seminary," of about one hun- 
dred men from the out-stations of the four missiona who 
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■re engaged in union summer work, calls me O do my 
best. 

In imperial affairs the very hopelessness of the situation may 
drive the best men to think of Christianity as a solution. Even 
now a few open-minded men say there is no hope for the coun* 
try except in a new religion. Most people are away at Pri 
Tai Ho, our seaside resort, and I shall hope to be theie ia 
August. 

Yours cordially, 

W. S. AlONT. 
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ILLNESS AND DEATH 

THB ODDnal meeting of tlie miasloD waB beld at 
Tung-ohoT Jnoe 6tli~llth, preceded by the nsoal 
meeting with the native helpers. The clo^g 
aeoBloD of the latter coincided with the fiist Bnnday of 
the atmoal meeting. It fell to Dr. Ament to preach the 
morning sermon in Cbineae, from the text, Lake xix. 31, 
"The Lord hath need of him." 

The report of the Peking station fcu' 1908 waa alao hia 
recording, especially the tonr <tf the month of Uay, a 
journey of Ave hnndred miles inclosive. Fourteen ont- 
statlons had been visited. There mte advaDces in many 
places encouraging to the heart of a missionary. At 
Ohang Hsin Tien a boy^ school with twenty members 
had been started ; at Fang Shan a new street chapd had 
been seonred. The year had been one of ezpenditare 
which need not be repeated. All of the stations were 
now provided with boildings and preachers. He Home 
Kiasionary Society bad entered upon a third year of 
hopefnl effort Its annaal meeting had been held at 
Bbon Yi, with one hnndred delegates present A beanti- 
fal spirit of harmony was evidently present 

The growth of the boys' school in Peking waa en- 
910 
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Mjoaglng. Fifty pnpUs were gathnod, vitb tro 
teaobers who were college gradoatoB. The report oloseB 
with tite remark: "Hard individnal effort is tbe order 
of the day, thoagh the allarementa to &noy methods may 
seem attractlTe. The sitaatloQ oalls for the missionary 
▼ho Till grapple first of all with the oommon man. 
Mote than ever the preaching of the old Gospel is 
needed, which means 'Peace on Earth.'" The report 
of the Emily Ament Memoriid School, so dear to him, 
was bopefol. *' The possibilitieB of this school are more 
than ve can overtake. Two teachers are employed. 
There are twenty-one boarders, with an attendance of 
forty in all." The enrollment in the woman's collie 
was ninety-foor. These formed a considerable part of 
bis regular Sunday congr^ation. 

The friends attending the mission meeting noticed that 
Dr. Ament was mnch worn by the long tonr. The death 
of bis aged mother undonbtedly affected him deeply. In 
his public addresses there was an added depth and ten- 
derness and a quickened grasp npon the life beyond. 
The prospeotiTe coming of Mis. Ament served to baoy 
him np and bring back his former reaillenoy. 

Betaming to Peking, for a month or more, in addition 
to his regolar work— the daily and weekly serrioe in 
Street Chapel and Sunday preaching — there was held a 
"Sommer School " for the training of the leas educated 
helpers and deacons th>m the country stations of several 
missions. The sessions were held in the rooms of the 
Union Theological Collie, at the Presbyterian Mission. 
There were assembled for tbe special study of the Scrip- 
tures not tar from one hundred workers, eager for the 
Instruction of several fbretgn pastors, liie work was a 
union work and of large interest to all. This daily work, 
inclading tbe ride in the hot snn of a mile or two, was a 
maniAst strain, evident to those who saw him now. BJa 
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pnpilB, loDg after, recalled that io the clan room, vhfle 
liateniiig to answera to his queatioiis, be voold drop into 
aaemi-doze. 

It waa therefore with special joy that he -went to the 
seaside for rest, expecting to spend bnt a tew days before 
going to Japan to meet bia irife. He arrived at the sear 
aide home on the 23d of July. The flxst vord from there 
waa that Dr. Ameat iras like a boy in bia enjoyment of 
the change and that be vaa very veil. Who ooold pre- 
dict the sodden onset of the stnigg^e before him f 

The day fbUowing his arrival he played tennis in a 
moat vigoroQa way, until saddenly his arm gave oat. 
Fadgned by the exercise he lay doirn and slepL On 
awaking he foond his neck stiff on the right side. On 
the 27th he was able to watch a game of baseball The 
following day he suffered fh>m mnch rbenmatic pain, 
along the conrae of the clavicle, the inner portion bdng 
hot aod swollen. From this time on, the temperatote 
slowly increased, the pain was intense, with acnte suffer- 
ing if the shoulder waa moved. 

On the 3d of Aogost, Dr. Tonng decided to lanoe, 
since the temperatnra was at 104.5. In conaoltation with 
Dr. Oray of the British Legadon, It was found that one 
of the ribs was affected. SooceaBive operatioDS relieved 
tbe septic conditions temporarily. On the 19th, a por- 
tion of the first rib waa removed. The care of the sick 
one was most assidDoos on the part of many Meuds. 

Dr. Ament was at first troabled that he coold not 
join his wife In Japan. She had sailed from Seattle^ 
Angost 4th. Arriving at Yokohama on tbe 19th she 
first heard of his serions illness. She arrived at Pei Tai 
Ho Aagoet 27th, the very day on which a fourth opera- 
tion had become necessary. 

From this point the patient seemed slowly to recover, 
and by Septembw 16th Dr. Yonng thooj^t his patient 
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oat of danger. Dnring the bIot convaleflcenoe of tlie 
following mootli, he vas watched over with anxiety, 
althoagh the deep anrgleal wooods were healing. About, 
the middle of October he was safely removed to Peking, 
mnoh to the joy of the native ChriBtianB and othera. 

Another anxiety now presented ibsett On the 8th <^ 
November Dr. Yonng began to notice preesoie on the 
brain. A lady writing at this time sayB : "Dr. Ament^i 
condition seems to me more sad. The retnm of physical 
strength brings no corresponding mental grasp. Some- 
times he rallies, but ctm only talk in short and simple 
sentences. He seems consdons of his own oiHkdition and 
has a sense of hdpleasnees." 

The condition thus presented increased, and by Novem- 
ber 16th the patient &iled to respond intelligently to 
gnestions, and there was a slight paralysis of the ffice 
and leg. These conditions led at onoe to the decision 
that a tetmn to the TTnited States was necessary. It 
soon became evident that it would be wise fiir some one 
to accompany Dr. and Mrs. Ament, since the strain of 
the care was increasing. Mr. Lncins 0. Porter, who 
with his wife had arrived bat a month previooaly from 
America, volonteered for this service. 

The party left Peking on the 24th of November, Dr. 
Yoaog going with them to Shanghai. They went by 
fest train to Hankow, and thence by river steamer l» 
ShanghaL From here Dr. Toang writes briefly to Dr. 
Barton, November 30th : "So for as I can make oat the 
mental condition Is probably doe to abscess of the brain. 
It is impossible to say how mach improvement we can 
hope for. While we feel the loss so great of Dr. Ament's 
removal, his presence in a state of physical weakness 
vonld be no less a sooroe of anxiety. Mib. Ament has 
borne wonderfolly the trarifio strain of the last thne 
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Tbe paUioH of Dr. Ament's dqiartnre from Pekingf 
nnda* saoh sorrovfnl conditions waa well ezpresBed in 
tbe Tords of the yoaog natiTe pastor, -who was at ooce 
called from Obo Qioa to take cbaifie of work in Peking, 
Mr. Li Pen Yaui : 

"When he waa sickeflt, he could not bear to think of 
leaviiig for Amerioa. When he left, nnable to speak as 
he was, be wept with great feeling, loth to leave. And 
wben the railroad train was abont to leave, his two eyee 
guzed longingly at tbe chorch-members. ^ey them- 
selves felt that this unspeakable loss was onenduiable." 
On the Sunday following Dr. Ament's departnre this 
pastor took for hia text, "Barnabas was a good man." 
He began to speak of the good man who had left 
theoL He spoke with a foil heart and with a voice 
of deep oaotioD of Dr. Ament's stroogeet characto- 
iatioB, his devotion to bis work and his love for the 
people. 

"Why was it that when he was carried from the 
mission oomponnd, where so many of yon stood in 
silenoe, tears stood in his eyest Why was it that at the 
railway station he looked at ns with so mnch sadnesB^ 
when he oonld not say a word of farewell! He was 
thinking of tbe cbnroh be was leaving, of all of yon tor 
whom he oared so tenderly. He has carried all ont 
bordens. We all went to him with our tronbles of every 
kind, and he never tamed away. It was becaose he 
carried these loads for as all, and we helped him so 
little, that he has broken down." After recounting the 
story of the reoonstmction period already folly referred 
to, he added, "In all of tbe missionB there was no work 
which was reestablished after the tronbles so speedily 
and OD snoh a good basis as that under the care of 
Dr. Ament Here be showed his administeattve ability 
as well as his love for the people." 



Digitized by Google 



ILLNESS AND DKATH 846 

Peking, Nov, 33, igoS. 
Fkom Dr. W. a. p. Martin : 

Dear Mrs. Amrnt:— A special engagement prevents 
me from going to the train to see yoa and Dr. Ament off foi 
America. 

He is one of the great missionaries, and we all trust that 
with God's blessing on yoxa careful nursing, be may be re- 
stored to health and to China. Not only has he conducted 
with rare ability the growing work of the station in this city, 
his heroism in rescuing the Tung-chow Mission in 1900 belongs 
to history. His character and achievements have won for him 
the love and admiration of his fellow missionaries, as well aa 
the whole body of native Christians in our Protestant churches 
at this capital. Much prayer has been offered on his behalf. 
May it please the Lord of the Harvest to spare him to gather 
in many sheaves from the seed he has sown for these thirty 
years. 

Accept for him and for yourself my affectionate "bon voy- 
age " and " au revoir." 

Yours sincerely, 

W. A. P. Martin. 

Dr. Martiii is the I^Bstor of the China missioDaries, com- 
pleting big sixtieth year of aervice^ 1860-1910, April 10th, 
at eighty-three. 

Peking, Nov. 33d. 
From J. H. Fykb, Airrican Methodist Episcopal Church : 
My dear Mrs. Ahcnt: — I should have very much 
liked to see you and your dear husband before you leave and 
to have said one word of good-bye. I have thought of you 
much during all these weeks and months of suffering and 
watchfulness, and have often prayed for you both. I have not 
ventured to ask to see Dr. Ament, hearing from time to time 
that he was not able to see his friends. He will be missed 
from Peking. He was carrying so many lines of work and 
such heavy burdens, carrying them till crushed by them, yet 
never sparing himself, always so cheerful, brave and hopeful. 
I want you to know that my thouf^ts, sympathies and prayers 
are with you. 

Yours most truly, 

J. H.FVKE. 
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Peking, Nov. 3$, igoS. 
Dear Uhs. Aunt: 

I wish I could tell yon bow much Dr. Amcnt has helped 
me during the four jresrs I have known him. Some of his 
prayers I shall never forget It seems as if I can hear him 
to-night. He loved to pray, and it seemed as if God stood by 
him, at his side, and the many great interests so dear to both 
were ulked ovei together. And best of all be made all who 
heard him feel that God was [vescnt and the tender, loving 
Father ever gave that which was best to His waiting children. 
Your loving friend, 

Jessu £. Paykk. 

The cordial hartnon^ between otir mijaaion and tlie 
American Prosbyterlan Minion has been of long stand- 
ing. Hr. Cnnningham expresses the intimate r^ard of 
one Cunilj of workers for anoQier. 



Pel^Hg, Nov. 33, 190S. 
My dear Dr. and Mrs. Aioht : 

I do not know how to write you at such a time. Yotn 
gcnng awa^, while we trust only iat a rest, yet has something 
of unceitamty about it, and our hearts are very sad. We feel 
that you have a great place impossible to fitl in our Peking life. 
In the evangelistic work, in English church and prayer-meet- 
ing we expected and always got tomething good from you. In 
the Chinese work, few if any ever entoed so fully into the 
fullness of the missionary life as you. So strong, so varied in 
work, so sympathetic with all that tended to extend the king- 
dom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Then in the home. 
How can I speak of dear £mily and our daughter Hope I Like 
sorrow and like joy have tended to mould into likeness. How 
many bonds of union there are I These cannot be broken. 
But we need you here so sorely. At such a time as this, the 
past thirty-one years of light-bearing here in thii dark land 
must be a great comfort. The Lord has given you graciously 
to see that He has esUblished the work of your hands. Heathen 
officials, students and business men, as well as the Christians 
of all the churches know, honor, and have felt the power of 
Pastor Ament. Dear Mends, we with many other friends will 
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fbUov yon with our prayers. God has beea mindful of jroQ. 
He will bleai you. 

Ever gratefully yours, 

A. M. CUNMINGKAH. 

Ura. Ameot and her fuliog pEtttent, with the aid of Mr. 
Porter, left ShanghEti on the Nippon Mara, December 1st 
The condition of Dr. Ament remained much the same 
ontil after paaaiDg Kobe, Japan. The ^mptoms now 
became more aevere. Mr. Porter wrote to his fother from 
Ban Fianoisco, the day after their arrival : 

San Fraiuisat, Dee. 36, tgoS. 
We got in yesterday at 6 f. u. We went at once u> the 
Lone Hospital with Dr. Ament in an ambulance. Dr. Moffat 
is attending him. Dr. Ament has been in a stupor much of 
the time since leaving Yokohama. 

The foiling strength of the patient made a goitable 
operation impossible. In the qnietness of nnoonsotoos 
sleep Qie ardent worber and lovable Mend passed away 
on Wednesday, January 6, 1909. William Ament had 
arrived to meet his parenta, and was happily present at 
the last. 

HiejodgmentofDr. Moffat ooinolded with Dr. Yoang*B 
original diagnosiB. An abscess of the brain, resulting 
from septic conditions, was the sonroe of the later symp- 
toms and disabilities. Thos it was that the long strug^e 
of five months came to its close. A gentler than human 
hand stood by as the last servitor. The angel, Death, 
like an armor bearer, nnolasped the harness of the weary 
warrior, who had so long been as he often said ' ' npon the 
fire lin&" The call to that higher service of which men 
dreun was not heard by hnman ears. The one who tm- 
dasped the earthly bond mnst have whispered in bis ear 
and the JoyUiatwas b^ore him seemed to abide nponhia 
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&oe. ThereiseTer anudeetyindeatb. The spirit in its 
deputare leaves the oold ft^e witb the bHicfa of a BkiU- 
ftil artist. They vho behold disooTer some mystic trans- 
fonnatioD, whldi holds them In aire. The potency and 
prophecy of a dlTlner life nnfolds itsell Men nlk with 
qaiet step at if in the piesenoe of that large vorld where 
they know as they are known. And Ihoee who are near- 
est and dearest to the loved one ndLO has gone are ready 
to say, "This Is the victory that overcometh tie world." 
It is only tlte Oiristlao Mth that can feel that a 
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Nerer to tire; never grow cold; to 
be patieDl, iympathetic> tender; to 
look lor tbe budding Btnrer ^nd tlu 
apeQingheut: hopetlnrftyt; like God 
to love alwiTs — that ii dnt;. 

—Ham FrUtrit Amitl. 



MEMORIAL SERVICES AND TRIBUTES TO THE 
MEMORY OF DR. AMENT 

MBS. AMENT and her boh, William Sheffield 
Ament, hastened with their preciooB charge, 
throngb the cold days of earl; Jannary, to 
OwOBBO. There a oitf full of sorrowing friends wera 
to oomiaJt him to his mortal rest Lees than a year 
before these friends had committed the aged mother to 
her rest, little thinking they would be called so aoon to a 
like sorrow on hla behalf. 

The borial servioe was held in the CongregatiOQal 
Ohnroh on the 12tb of January, in charge of Uie Bev. 0. 
S. Hanks, for many years the pastor of the ohorob. 

There was a pecnliar Qtnesa in the memorial aerricefl 
tiiat followed. Foot comiaunitieB upon which his life 
aod work had had a ^tedal inflnenoe for good were glad 
to pay their loving respects to bis precious memory. 
' The cbnrch at Medina held their service upon the Sun- 
day following his interment at Owosso. The pastor, 
Dr. Kirbye, made a commemorative address. The Dwight 
Place Oongregational Cbnrch in Sew Haven hdd thetr 
service npon tlie same day, the record of which is given 
later in the appropriate letter from the clerk of the 
church. Memorial services were held at Owosso on 
Sonday the 17th of Jannary. The last and ia some 
respect the most slgnifloant was held in his own church 
in Peking on Sunday, February 14, 1909. 
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From the Owoeso Timet of Juiiuuy 22A. we select a 
brief aooonnti of the aerrioea in his native city. 

The membera of the Congr^ational church and society to- 
gether with maoy old time friends gathered at the church 
Sunday evening to honor the memory of the late Dr. William 
S. Ament, Owosso's meet distinguished son. The service was 
deeply impressire throughout, the words of the speakers carry- 
ing a IcsiOQ to kU which will not soon be foivotten. It was 
indeed a fitting memorial to a man who was loved and respected 
not alone by the people of Owosso, but by hundreds all over 
the country, and across the sea where he gave his life for the 
cause of the Master. The pastor. Rev. C. S. Hanks, in open- 
ing the service said it seemed appropriate that the service should 
be held and that some of those who had known Dr. Ament 
during all the yeara nnce his young manhood should exi^ess 
their appreciation of him. Mr. S. E. Parkhill was called upon 
and said : " Of all who called Owosso their home, he knew of 
none who left his impress upon more of the boys, his play* 
mates, who had become men of the city than did Dr. Ameot. 
Like all strong personalities he was quick to resent an injustice, 
to defend an absent friend, and the propaganda ftnr which he 
spent his life." 

Mr. J. C. Shattuck was introduced as having been presrat 
and having a vivid recollection of his ordination. ''Will 
Ament embodied in his character the essential elements of a 
successful [Honeer — aelf-masteiy, boundless energy, courage, 
&ilh, hope and charity. He possessed a wonderful constructive 
imagination. He clearly saw the great work he was afterwards 
to perform. He never waited for things to happen — he made 
them happen. DiSculdes and dangers only stimulated him to 
greater and more determined effort. His life exemplifies the 
power of an idea. Add to these a cultured and scholarly 
mind, a nmple, natural, unaffected perstxialily, a nature fuU 
and overflowing with a generous love for mankind, a big heart 
and broad in sympathies, a devotion to duty that was simply 
sublime and we have one of earth's noble men, whom all the 
world delighu to honor." To the foregoing Dr. Hanks added 
his meed of praise. He spoke very tenderly of the love and 
affection which Dr. Ament had for Owosso. " Dr. Ament was 
a great lover, and his life and work, his letters, emphasise the 
depth of his love and the sincerity of his affecdon fiar those 
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whom be held dear. ' * The secular and the religious piess have 
praised bint and Dr. Hanks lead an extract from a long edi- 
Xonal in the New York Tribune upon his death. 

The pastor of the Medina Ghoroh, Dr. J. Edward Eir- 
bye, Bent as his share in theee memorial serrioea a Boin- 
mary of his addreaa in Medina at the memorial serrioe 
there. The main portion of that addiess will be found in 
the chapter, " A Pastorate in America." Dr. Kirbyere- 
fere to many of his lettere and tbeir hopeful and beaatiful 
spirit He closed with the following eetimate : "When 
Michigan enfolded to her breast the silent form of William 
S. Ament, she received one of her noblest and best sons. 
He was s foreign misslonaiy but not in a narrow sense, — 
he was a hero, a statesman and an empire bnilder. The 
great commonwealth of Michigan never gave the world a 
man with more heroism, with better ideals and with more 
ability to accomplish large tasks. When the history of 
modern China is written, he will have a place with the 
great men who have wrought nobly and wisely tor the re- 
demption of that great empire. His message to ns all 
woold be, were he here, ' China must be converted and 
we mnst aJl do oar share.' " 

The floal memorial services were held in Peking, also 
upon a Sabbath day. Two services were held, each In 
the beaatifal ohnroh vhioh he had seen erected and where 
he had tanght so many congr^;atlons tlie way to that 
eternal life upon which he had now entered. Tie Chi- 
nese services were held at two o'clock, followed by those 
for the foreign residents at Peking who wished to honor 
their companion and friend. It seems appropriate that 
extracts from the little pamphlet issued in commemora- 
tion shoald find a record in this volume also. 

The service in Chinese was held at 2 f. i£. The prin- 
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cipal addmas was by Dr. Sheffield. The Bnf^iafa aerrioa 
was held at 4 : 30. Dr. Wilder, of Ttmg-ohov, gave a 
fiill eatimate of Dr. Amenf s life and character. The fol- 
lowing par^raphs lUostrate the kind of man whom his 
misHionary associates admired : 

His work was in the main stronglj evangelistic and pastmL 
He believed in the new birth and was never content unless 
■ouli ivere being bom into the kingdom of love under his min- 
istry. A preacher by birth and training, a good speaker erf' 
Chinese, his eotbusiasm for preaching to the heathen was deep 
and abiding. The street chapel at Teng Sbih K'ou never had 
a regular paid Chinese preacher, for he was ready to devote 
hii afternoons daily to it, whenever he was at home. His ex- 
ample inspired sufficient voluntary effort by the native Chris- 
tians to keep the work there going whether he was present en- 
absent. He believed in a " far flung battle line " and distant 
trips to the country fields. With a statesman's eye he seized 
on strat^ic centres for establishing his out-stations. He was 
unsparing in the use of his own money K> open stations when 
the home Board was unable to develop new work. He had a 
knack of finding the influential rich man of a given town, or 
the local bully who tyrannized over the place, or the 5ch<dar 
who led public thought and by winning the respect of these he 
would gain an open door for the Gospel. In these things he 
was full of resources. His straightforward nature could not 
abide the Chinese custom of using middlemen, and he would 
often astonish friend and foe alike by going to the enemies of 
the Gospel or persecutors of the Christians and settle matters 
face to face. While mainly engaged in evangelistic efibrt he 
was also interested in other forms of work. He believed in 
Christian edncation for the Chinese. He was an active mem- 
ber of the Board of Managers of the Peking University (Meth- 
odist) from the beginning and always had a number of prot^gte 
in the college of his own mission at Tung-chow. The large 
part he took in developing the North China Tract Society and 
his faithful labels for that organization are well known. He 
was interested in the work tm the higher classes and by reason 
of his knowledge of Chinese literature, etiquette and social 
forms, he was able to enter into intercourse with them and to 
do much in breaking down prejudices in higher circles and 
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building up confidence in all classes. His active mind wu 
constantly delving in the stores of Chinese history and literature. 
The reaidt was a nnmber of well written articles and many 
lectures on historic themes. He eaxly saw the advantages o( 
the Christian Endeavor Society in developing the infant church 
and ia known as the " Father d Christian Endeavor tn China." * 
This great field is the enduring memorial to Dr. Ameot. 
Everywhere he made friends, remembered them and followed 
them with books and messages. In the lowest and most de- 
praved, he saw the new hope of life. He held on to people 
when others had given them up, still hoping and praying fyr 
the turn to a better life. He leaves to us his work and bis 
splendid example. Let us live as he lived. 

Let OS turn now torn what he did to what he was. Dr. 
Ament's mind was prompt in action, keen in memory, wdl 
developed in imagination and poetic faculties, well stored with 
classic literary forms and historic events. These qualitiea, 
combined with a gift fw expression, made bim a reuly and 
foscinating speaker. He depended not in vain on his fund of 
information and on the inspiration of the moment to produce 
attractive and convincing sermons and addresses. When he 
squared his shoulders and threw back his head with kindling 
eye, his audience could expect a mental treat and moral uplift. 

The basic element in all his lovable and admirable qualities, 
as well as the secret of his success as a missionary, can be 
found in a deep conviction of the reality of spiritual things and 
a genuine love for God and for men. He was deeply religious, 
without cant. He admired the mystics amcmg religious thinkers 
and had a mystic strain in his nature, tempered by a strong 
sense of the practical. He was thoroughly imbued with the 
doctrines of the Oberlin school of ethics and theology. 

From Dr. Sheffield's address we may extract the follow- 
ing: 

Dr. Ament had well rounded out thirty years of constructive 
work in China, and he has made a mark deep and permanent 
on the New China, writing his name in the first rank of China's 
moral and spiritual benefactors. Dr. Ament was a man of rich 
endowments. He had a body of unusual strength and vigor, 

* Hnbbard (rf Fooobow was Uw (onDdar of the flrst aooisty and Is 
regardsd by ttw Vnltad Sools^ as the tooitder of tbe woA in CUna. ' 
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« mind ot wide culturci ot restlen activitf , and so equally ac- 
tive religious n&ture. In English he was gifted both as a 
tpcaker and writer. With a quick imagination his thoughts 
clothed themBclves, seemingly without ^ort, in appropriate 
words, and his living sentences Sowed as on a dancing Gtream, 
delighting the ear and enriching the minds of hearen. 

]>. Ament was distinguished as an excellent speaker and 
preacher in the Chinese language. He bad a wide and ready 
vocabulary and with his abounding spontaneity he CMnpelled 
interest in what he was saying. He stood among the few who 
had such mastery of the Chinese that he made it a living medium 
of great thoughts and noble feelings. Among his most valual^ 
gifts to the Christian Church, the writer would venture to place 
the high quality of his sermonic power as a standard to stimu- 
late effort in imitation among the Christian leaders in China. 

Dr. Ament was distinguished for both physical and moral cour* 
age. Such courage seemed to be spontaneous in its expression, 
ipringiog from a permanent mental habit Following die Boxer 
upheaval, while the band of law was still paralyzoi, he went 
boldly among the people everywhere demanding a just repan- 
tion to the native ChristiaDS for the frightfiil wrongs done them. 
He rescued men and women from the hands of their persecutors, 
gatheral together broken families, set little companies of 
Christians in their places, inspiring them with hope and cour- 
age in the new conditions of hfe. 

WiRV Haven, Conn., Jan. 12, 1909. 
To Mrs. Aukht : 

Dear Friend:— At a meeting of the Dwight Place 
Church held this evening it was the expressed desire of the 
church that you receive from us this brief testimony of the 
grief we feel with you in the death of Dr. Ament, our bonwed 
missionary and your dear husband. 

From the aoth of December, 1901, when by a vote of the 
church we were permitted to call him our " Foreign Mission- 
ary Pastor," he has been more and more commending hintselt 
to our admiration as a great counsellor and administrator in 
the things of God's kingdom, and coming closer and closer to 
our hearts' afTection as a true Christian brother. On Satur- 
day, January 9th, we heard that he had passed away beyond 
OUT reach, to higher service. Sunday a. u. out pastw 
preached upon the text. Psalm Ixxxiv. 4, " Blessed are they 
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that dwell in Thy bouse: they shall be still praising Tbee," 
and in the sermon he appropriately spoke of your husband's 
place in the missionary movement of to-day, his splendid char- 
acteristics as a man, and how he still would praise God through 
the influence of his life in China, on all who knew him in 
America, and especially on the Dwight Place Church. We 
hope you received our telegram before you laid away his body, 
for we wanted you to feel that we were in spirit standing be- 
aide you there. Oh, how great is the number o( those who 
stood there, even of the Celestials redeemed, and coming up, 
many of them, out of great tribulation. Surely such a life was 
not lived in vain, cut off as he was in his years of strength. 
God's ways are not ours. We bow as you do, and own that 
all must be righL We bow in tears and we bow also in thank- 
fulness for the blessed work God permitted him to do, and 
in reverence, for we are in His hands, who knows the end from 
the beginning. We commend you and your son to God and 
His grace. You have known in other days of storms " that 
the anchor holds." May it keep us all till the morning dawns 
and the shadows flee away. 

Sincerely, 
Your Fsiznds of thx Dwight Place Cburch, 
mmam S. Todd, CUrk. 

Peking, Feb. 14, iffog. 

Mr DBARLT LOVED FtUBMD : 

They are just having the Christian Endeavor meeting in 
the church and we ladies have come away, having done all we 
could (o make it beautiful for our two memorial services this 
afternoon. 

On the pulpit, with the top just even with the reading desk, 
hangs the fine framed picture of Dr. Ament, reminding me that 
he "yet speaketh," and always will speak from that pulpit. 
All around the picture trails a vine, wandering Jew, from a con- 
cealed pot, and a slender vase of daisies and rose geranium 
leaves stands just above the picture. The platform and the 
communion table and organ are beautiful with green and our few 
white flowers, chiefly daisies, of which I have three pots in blossom. 

I think nothing in Dr. Ament's life and home-going has 
touched me so much as the beautiful poem found on his desk, 
which Miss Rossell will send you. ITie reading of it towards 
the close of the English service was most impressive. Perhaps 
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it wu putly because, lately, I have had to live in such a heart- 
tiring rush that the " Valley of Silence " appealed to me so. 

The words of the speakers oa Suaday were not a more bema- 
tiful tribute to Dr. Atnent than the sympathetic audience. 
The very air seemed fragrant with living memories and I real- 
ized more than ever before what the loss of Dr. Amcot means 
to Peking. Our girls could not sing very well that day, for 
theii voices were too chdted. Still, " The Lord is mindful of 
His own" sounded very sweet. We chose it because it was 
one of Dr. Ament's favorites. 

Very lovingly, 

LUZLLA MmsR. 

From Prof. F. W. WilliamB, son of Dr. Williama, the 
secretary of the United States Legation, Peking, vho for 
teventeen years filled this distingnisfaed poaitJOD : 

JVew Ifaven, Jan. 7, igo^. 
Mr DEAR Mas. Amint : 

I am distressed to learn of the illness of Dr. Ament and 
of the necessity of your return with him to this country. I left 
him in Peking hardly six months ago apparently so well that 
the De¥rs comes to me as a sort of ^ock, involvicg as it does 
the welfare of one whom I have learned to consider as a very 
dear friend. Dr. Ament was so good to me during my stay 
in Peking, adding go greatly to the pleasure and profit, as to 
associate his name with all my memories of the place. I recall 
the dozen days spent in your house there as among the most 
delightful Id my whde long journey. 

I need not tell you how sincerely I hope and pray for you. 
We cannot see the light far beyond our human vision while we 
struggle in the dark, but we know it is there, we must know it 
is there to guide us, or how unutterably miserable we should be. 

Believe me to be, 

Very sincerely yours, 

F. W. WtLLUlfS. 

PrttiJent's Room, Wtsttrn Reterve Univeriity, 

Adelierl CoUtgt, Cleveland, fan. ig, igOg. 
My dear Mrs. Amknt: 

I learned only last night that you had arrived in Ober- 
Un. Since I knew trf' the siocness of your husband and of the 
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end, my heart has gqae out to you and to your son in tender 
sympathy. Mrs. Thwing can oevcr forget what he was to us in 
Peking, only a year ago. He seemed not only one of nature's 
noblemen, but also one of Christ's heroes, so vigorous, so 
strong, BO alert, so effective in service, so helpful to every one 
and to every cause was he. 

Your husband, Dr. J. P. Jones and I roomed in the same 
entry at Andover, thirty years ago. His going breaks another 
tie which binds us to that happy past. Will you convey to 
your son my sense of blessedness for him that he has such a 
father, as well as accept for yourself my gladness that you have 
such a husband. 

Believe me, with great regards, 

Ever yours, 

Charles F. Thwino. 

Jtatine, Wis., Jan. 26, 1909. 
Rev. Dk. J. Edward Kirbyi, Mtdina, Ohio. 

My dkab Fkiemd: — Mrs. Ament writes me of your 
memorial service planned for next Sunday for my dear friend 
and Andover classmate. Dr. W. S. Ament. As class secretary 
of the Andover class of 1877, with whom he graduated from 
the Seminary, permit me, in behalf of us all, this brief word 
e]q>re8sive of our love, sympathy and appreciation of the man 
and our sense of your and our deep bereavement. His bright, 
happy face and unconventional Christian spirit were always a 
good cheer to us in student days. We knew his life plan, yet 
he seemed quite happily unlike the traditional type of mission- 
ary candidates. We have watched his growth and achieve- 
ment through the years, as he has contributed his periodical 
offering to the class letter going round the world. His Chris- 
tian heroism during the siege of Peking commanded our won- 
der and admiration as did his statesmanship and breadth of 
vision in the days that followed, while he endured hardness as 
a good soldier of Jesus Christ from men of narrower vision who 
misunderstood him. His work is its own crown. His depart- 
ure seems to us untimely and deplorable, but God, no doubt, 
has larger things for him to do in His limitless kingdom, and 
God knows best. To the church of his early love and devo- 
tion in the home land, to the wife and son so deeply bereft, to 
the missionary circle belting the globe who loved him and who 
moom bis loss, and to the far-away people of his great parish 
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in the Orient, to whom his Uxt is impaiable, our hearts go out 
in sympathetic grief. He was " fodle princeps " in ooi Evriftt/ 
nairowing class, though we were proud of ooi four missionanes 
in JapaHf Turkey and China. We shall miss him here, but we 
•hall meet him yonder in God's good time. 

With sincere regard, 

SamuilT. Kiddhu 

EVom Dr. J. P. Jones, of Mndnn HiasioD, India : 

It is thiity'three yean since Dr. Amcnt and I first met at 
Andover Theological Seminary. I have known him and re- 
joiced in him ever since as a uother missionary — a man whom 
God has greatly honi^ed as a servant in the Far East. Seven 
years ago we spent together oar furlough at Oberlin and in my 
frequent intercourse with him I was charmed by his comtHned 
force and attractiveneas. During the Ust few years I bad 
frequent correspondence with him, especially with reference to 
the vital problem of church union in China and India. Hb 
broad Caihcdic spirit made him a leader among his peers in 
China in the advocacy of comity and federation among the 
Christiao forces of that great land of China. The missicmary 
body wisely chose him as the chairman of the Committee on 
Christian Union, of the Shanghai Conference. Few know bow 
thoroughly and eagerly he studied Ibis fundamental question, but 
we all know how eloquently and convincingly he advocated the 
cause of union in bis report at the great conference. And Chris- 
tian union in that far-off land will owe more to his sagacity and 
eager advocacy than any one can now realise. In his last letter he 
dwells upon the utuation in China revealing a keen understand- 
ing of the true inwardness of officials in that land such as only a 
man erf his long experience and statesman -like views and visi<Hi 
could possess. The missionary body fceb deeply ita hMsintbe 
death of Dr. Ament, one of the most able, consecrated and 
heroic men of God. 

An appreciation, Ber. WUliam R St^e : 

Look at Dr. Ament's picture and you see the man. God 
gave him a constitution abounding in vigor and kept him grow- 
ing. Energy multiplied in him. There was always the stir of 
advance. He was at home out-of-doors. Men were his 
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chief iutereat. Children fascinated him. Even the Chinese 
wondered at his memory of facet and namei. He was fond of 
music and though not a musician, his soul sang. Many tedi- 
ous hours over rough Chinese roads were enlivened with hymns, 
generally in Chinese. Humor thrilled him, and the stories <^ 
his experiences imparted to his associate convulsed the mirth 
centres. Not only was his home a veritaUe asylum of cheer, 
but his time seemed to have no other course than to flow for his 
fellow nun in distress. This man, gaining rare friendly inter- 
course with some of the most prominent officials oi the empire, 
directly connected with almost every possible philanthropic or- 
ganization in the capital, bequently aiding in like movements 
la the neighboring cities, the chairman of an important mis- 
sionary committee for all China, this public man the boodlnim 
of the ndghborhood counted as their chum, and they were right 
More than the efficient shepherd of his flock of a thousaad in a 
neglected community of three million, he was the slave at any 
man who seemed to need a friend. 

And no pastor ever seemed more exclusvely to bdong to his 
parish. There was no troubling of the waters when he did not 
carry the most needy soul to the t»ink. Holy Week was a 
God-given fcsdval when he led his people in psalms of ascent. 
All of the twenty small churches Erequently heard his gospel 
message and entered with him into the Holy of Holies as the 
child of God truly communed with the Father. Dr. Ament's 
greatest talent was the power of prayer. To him prayer was 
tibe act, almost an art, in which all of life culminated. His 
usual pulpit was at the large city church, a college church at 
the capital, and with its average congregation of 6ve hundred 
worthy of the best of preachers. He felt the responsibility and 
rose to the privilege. Day after day, also, at the street chapel, 
he fished for men, and on Sunday, with some of these new in- 
quirers present, a life-giving ^wxaa throbbed through the 
sennon. The form difimd but the theme was Christ, our way 
to God. His rugged faith conveyed itself throuKh his words 
and God seemed near. The best thoughts that nave entered 
into the hearts of men, lighted up with love, were presented so 
simply and clearly that the schoolboys were interested. Feel- 
ing was strong and the common duties of life were portrayed in 
warm colors. Large sections of truth were dealt with, which 
by their very bigness were attractive. And when preparation 
had been l^idmatdy forced to the minimnm. Dr. Ainent could 
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take the subject of tbe Sunday-school lesson and with almost 
Socratk freedom carry the discourse to heights of apprehension 
and desire which enabled the congregation to separate and feel 
that they had worshipped in the house of God and received 
streDgth from on high. In the special pastcuid functions of 
biq>tism and ccxnmunion Dr. Ament was at his best and his 
thought was itMppy and impressive. His English sermons, 
preadied in turn with other missionariea to a congr^ation 
laigely of preachers ajid teachers, were eagerly anticipated, and 
always suggestive and uplifting. A signal l^acy of great 
wwth which the Peking church and the twenty lesser churches 
received from Dr. Ament is the prayer- meeting training, given 
by this master of leaders. The boys' school, the training 
classes, the annual meetings, all were fused with the evangelistic 
spirit of this aposde at Peking. 

Dr. Ament was always ready. He kept himself in condidon. 
His possesnona were fai the most pan at band. This made 
him an interpreter of exceptional power. 

The fine beau^ofhispcrsonality, high virtues become habits, 
the atmosphere of the man, those who were nearest to him know 
bert. And the younger misnonaries associated with him are his 
most ardent euk^ts. 

If there be a chance to serve in heaven, he is now giving 
his strength to such high service. Christ was to him a Hero, 
and the revelation of God. He is with Christ and tbe Father. 

Tientsin, China, Fth. 27, 1909. 
My dzar Will : 

Ever since your father was taken seriously ill last sum- 
mer I have wanted to write to you. But 1 hoped and prayed 
for his recovery, and most of the time definitely expected it, 
and I wanted to wait till recovery was quite assured before I 
wrote, so that my letter might be full of good cheer and 
promise. I heard of your father's death on the momiog of 
February 3d, when I was just starting for the country. Dur- 
ing your father's illness I had the privilqje of being much with 
him. Of course extended conversation was not wise and in the 
early part of each night he was drowsy and often slightly 
ddirious, but towards morning he would often wake up bright 
and talk to me freely. Perhaps he talked more freely to me 
than to others, because I had been with him so much in theold 
days in Pekii^. The whole impression was of a man who had 
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done his worii wdl, bad practically finished the hardest part of 
it and was content now to leave iL 

That such an opinion was justified, I gather from every 
evidence. As to the Peking station — it is the largest station in 
the mission, without question the best organized, and the 
growth, development and organization were principally his 
work, — though (at this time) he had the cordial cofiperation of 
Mr. Stelle, Miss Russell and others. There have been raised 
up three Chinese pastors, who got their example and inspira- 
tion from your father, principally, and who are fitted now to 
carry on the work efficiently, with their memories of him and 
his precious l^acy to them. 

Your father was a remaricable man. The active side t^ his 
nature was so vigorous, so constantly in evidence that it was a 
continuing source of surprise to me that he was scholarly also. 
The combination is so rare that one could hardly credit it at first. 
I believe it took me a long time to apprehend that one who was 
always on the alert, ready for anything, and "up and at it," 
could be anything more than superficial in scholarship. But 
there were constant evidences that the studious side of his life 
was genuine. During his illness he wondered why God had 
called him to suffer so much. But was he not even at the close 
of hit earthly life made perfect through suffering ? We can but 
rejoice for him, but you cannot know how much he will be 
mourned and missed in Peking and throughout our mission. 
He was the most effective evangelistic worker and the most suc- 
cessful organizer we ever had. 

Yours faithfully, 

Chas. £. Ewwo. 

Besolatlons of the Korth China Miasion, Jmie, 1909 : 
« The members of the Korth China MiBsion of the American 
Board wish to express their sorrov and deep sense of loss 
in the departnie from earth of Bev. W. S. Ament, D. B., 
for more than thirty years a member of this mission. 
Dr. Ament'a eiecntive ability and imtiring energy, his 
fine scbolandiip and earnest and eloqaent preaching, his 
fidelity to the groat evangelical tniths of ChrlBtianity, hia 
high ideals of diaracter and condnct, bis qnick and warm- 
hMrted sympathy, his readiness to help the poor and dia- 
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trfwri. and his courage and promptnen in aotion made 
him a pover for good in tlie city of Peking. Hare and 
in the Boiroanding region hiB great lilSe-work ma don«. 
The Peldog chnrch, irlth its more than a thousand nHun- 
bers, a large nomber of whom were baptised by him, is 
his lasting memOTial. Both among bis own people in the 
homeland, and among those to whom he ministered in 
China, he had a rare power of oommoolcatiDg the impolse 
to pnrer and better things, and to a higher and nobler IlA. 
Beqteoted and loved by mnltitades of the Chinese for 
Thorn his life had been spent, be has paased, we iwUen^ 
into the m(ue immediate presenoe of the Master, with 

" LUe'i nut well roD, 
LUe't work w«U doiw, 
LUe'i vown wall won. 

"Hia sorrowing wife and son, and his miflrionasBOolatffH 
the Chinese Chriitiama, to whom as pastor and guide he 

was a tower of strength, and his many flriesds on both sides 
of the ooean have in their grief and sorrow the peace and 
comfort of believing that he has entered into the infinite 
reward and bleasednees of the Master's service in those 
realms where there is neither Jew nor Greek, bond ox 
trea, bat are all one In Christ Jesns ; and where we be- 
lieve he is with many who have been iKoagbt Into God's 
kingdom through him." 

THE aONa OP THE UTETnO 

(AMrf tadMd MP <* Dr. Ammtt* ittk.) 
I wklk down the TaUey of Btlanoe— 

Down llw dim TOloalaM jMtj riopa^ 
And I bMT not the tall of A tooMap 

Anraod me^ mto God's and mj own, 
And Ilia boiti of m j heart ii m hdlr 

la bonn whoa angeli ban flown. 
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LoBg ago I WH WM17 at rtioM 
WboM morio mj heart oonld not wId i 

Long ago I waa wcarj of plaoaa 
That frettad IDT aool with their din t 

Loag 1^ I vaa weary of plaoea 
Wherel met bat the bnnuta and rin. 

In the hiuli ot the Tallejr of ffilenee 

I dreamed all the aonp that I aliig ; 
And the moaio that floata up the TCllar 

Till (Mb Bnda a word tor a wing, 
ThattohMTlB, Uke ttie dove of the delate, 

A. meatage ot peaoe ttiey nu^ brtog. 

Do Ton aak me the plaoa of the ValleTi 
To bearti that ate farrowed with oaieT 

It Itoth aCar between moontaini, 
And God and Hta angel* areUiare; 

And one ia the iuk monut ot totmr, 
And one ia the bflgbl mount of PntTV. 
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From the Obtrlin Revirai, Jan. iff, ifiop : 

WILLIAM SCOTT AMENT 

An Apprtd^on — Prtathir, Ttacher, Stattsman, and in 
a Strut, ldartyr,f6r China 

Obcrlih has a loDg list of honored miBsionaries, but not one 
more worthy of distmctioii ttum Dr. AmenL This veteran of 
the North China Miscion had completed full thirty yeara of senr* 
ice when he entered into rest at San Francisco, on Januarj 6, 
1909, while on his way home for medical advke. 

I^. Amenl'i service — nearly alt of it in Peking— waa in 
many and varied forms. He was not only pastor c^ the £k)i]tti 
Congregational church, attended by many students and the 
American Board missionaries in Pekiog, but was at the head 
of a large evangelistic work centering in Peking, and reaching 
out into a wide range of country about the capital. He was a 
trustee of the Peking University (Meth. Episctqwl) ; an ex- 
aminer of students preparing for diplomatic service ; depositary 
of the Tract Society ; chairman of the Committee on Comity 
and Federation for all China ; and for several years, president 
of the National Christian Endeavor Union of China. 

Dr. Ament had a deep and human interest in all classes of 
people. His friendships were not on a horizontal stratum, but 
up and down. To every one he met he gave his interest and 
often practical help, as well. He inspired very many boys to 
desire and get an education — often having to encounter the 
lack of interest, or the active opposition of their friends to tbnr 
attending school. 

Though not a physician, he caixied ^mple remedies on his 
country tours, and relieved many ailments and won many 
friends to listen to his gospel message. He fully believed ia 
the Christian ministry as the noblest form of service, and could 
not comprehend why so many of these best equipped for such 
service should turn aside to other pursuits. 
364 
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He was a fine liDguist. At the opeoing of the Unkm 
Medical College in Peking, he was given but five minutes to 
tead over the manuscript of United States Minister Rockhill's 
addiess, which he then intetpreted to a select audience, largely 
made up of high Chinese officials. To overstate the object <» 
plan of the college would be to invite official opposition. Many 
Americans left the meeting full of praise of his skill and tact 
in rendering the speech into Mandann. 



from tht CoHgrtgatiofalist : 

A LOSS TO BOTH CHINA AND AMERICA 
By Jtev. J. L. Barton, D. D. 

Rkt. Wiluau S. Ahent, D. D., entered into missionary 
service in China under the American Board in 1877, and on 
January 7, 1909, in Lane's Hospital, San Francisco, while 
upon his way home for special treatment, he entered into resL 
These thirty years mark the span of service of a man who was 
freely acceded a great place, not only among the missionaries 
of the American Board, but among the missionaries of all 
dencMninations in China. 

Few missionaries in these later years have been more wedded 
to the Church and the direct work of its propagation. He per- 
mitted his feet and his hands to be tied by no other institution, 
so that the Church as an oiganiEation and as an expanding, 
growing body could a»nmand his time and his best strength. 
He was naturally a preacher of the Gospel. Soon after reach- 
ing Peking, he was to take me about one evening to see various 
phases of Christian work. He said he was leaving his stre et 
chapel near his house in the care of two Chinese preachers. 
As we started out we came first to this chapel. We sat for a 
few moments while a Chinese preacher was addressing the 
company. Dr. Ament grew uneasy, and turning to me he 
said, " I think 1 will have to say a little something to them," 
and then he spoke with wonderful force for more than a half 
hour. He then hurried me off, saying, " If we don't start I 
shall preach all the evening." 

He was equally at home with a city or a rural audience. No 
one's [ffeaching was more sought than his at Peking, and no 
man in China could better call and hold the crowd for hours 
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in the remote iotakr TilUfcs. He seemed to undentand the 
heart of the Chinese And know how to satisfy its cnvings. The 
crod and baseless lUtack made upon him in this country by 
Mark Twain, in 1901, left a deep wound in his heart, in B[»te 
of the fact that it was dearly shown that his acts had been 
above criticism. He said one night, as we were sittii^ in a 
Chinew inn upon our way to Sbansi, " I presume tbeie are many 
in the United States who r^ard me as litde better than a thief 
and a robber." I tried to assure him that no missionary was 
more honored than he, none toon abscdutely trusted, as it had 



been proven t 
replied, "Thai 



" That is true, but do the people beUeve the [m>of, and 
wdl the truth ever catch up with the charge ? " 

I had beard that he possessed a large number of elabmatdy 
prepared silk bannors uid official umbrellaG, given him bj tb« 
pac^e of the different towns to which he had rendered distin- 
guished service in adjusting financial losses incurred hj Ute 
Boxer trouUes. While in his bouse frequently, I saw none, 
and asked him if be had them. He said, "Ob, yes, I have 
some packed away in a trunk." I asked him if I might see 
tbem some time. He replied, " Yes, if you wish." The day 
before I was to leave the dty I went to his bouse and said : 
" Dr. Amcnt, you have not yet shown me those banners ; what 
is the reason? Do you not wish to let me see them?" 
"Certainly," said he; " jou can see them ifyou dedre, but I 
don't care to to^e an cxhilHt of tbem." There was a large 
trunk packed fdl of the collection of daborate and rich sUk 
tokens, made up (rf hundreds of yards of dlk. These were 
covered by thousands of names of residents in the different 
towns and dties, officials and common peo[^e, who had taken 
this Chinese way of expressing the gratitude they all fdt because 
what threatened to b« an expensive and kn^ drawn out in- 
temadmal complication had been quietly adjusted by this 
man of God to the entire satisfaction of all concerned. As 
he would take no remuneration for himself, tbey could but 
present him with thdr expresdon of gratitude, emblazoned in 
colossd characters of gilt paper upon Chinese nlk, U> which 
thdr names, in black, were attached. Tbcre were offidal um- 
brdlas in the lot that would have commanded homage in any 
dty or town in China, and yet that modest missionary had 
almost to be forced to drag them out from their place of aeoet 
hiding to show them to his secretary. 
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I aaked, "What are you going to do witb these?" He 
tcpUed : " I have no uie for tbcm. Of courae I cannot ahow 
tfaeai." I ukcd, "Will you let me have one?" Heaaid, 
with animatioD, " Wh^, yes ; take them all and do with them 
what yon will." I have from that lot one nmbieUa and two 
banners, almost enough to put me in the Mandarin class, if 
only my same were Ament. 

Is it any wonder that the Chinese and the miaaionaries and 
the {^dals, native and foreign, toved that man, and with one 
accord acknowlei^ed bis masterful leadership, and to-day 
mourn his death with a [vofotind coosdonsness of the loss they 
and the cause of Christ in Chiiu have sustained ? Where is 
the man who will go out to take the place thus made vacant? 



^rvm ISir AJvanet, Janmry aS, igog : 
A FALLEN HERO 
By A. N. HUeiuock, D. D. 

It is suggestive of the fortuoes of war that, at a time when 
otu Congregatloaal hosts are planning the greatest campaign 
of their histcny, one of their meet honored commanders, long 
at the far front of the battle, is silently borne homeward lying 
upon his shield. It was far into the night of Monday, January 
nth, when a belated Illinois Central train rolled almost noise- 
lessly into the great Twelfth Street Station, bearing die remains 
of Dr. Ament His heaxt-broken wife kept silent vigil through 
all the long journey from San Francisco, where, on January 
6th, in Lane Hospital, after a somewhat |»t)longed illness, 
which necessitated his return from North China, be fell on sleep. 
From Chicago the little sorrowful group proceeded by next train 
to Owosso, Michigan, where our honored brother was laid to 
rest in the family burial ground. 

W. S. Ament was a man of action, dL quick decision, of high 
ccnscience, and of resolute courage. With these qualities be 
combined a certain breadth of judgment and a kindness of 
heart which gave him wide influence in North China, and 
indeed throughout the various Protestant missions of China. 

Standing one dayin the spring of 1907 in Tung-chow among 
some of the ruins of the awful desolation caused by the Boxer 
nprising, and walking over the same road leading to Pekiog 
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along which Dr. AmcDt escorted the missiODuies and native 
Chiutians, I realized as never before the peril of the under- 
taking. The legations and many missionaries were shut in at 
the capital. The Chinese siddiers, the Boxers, and the howl- 
ing mob outnambered the foreigners and native Christians fifijr 
to one. At that juncture Dr. Ament fq>pUed to United States 
Minister Conger for a detachment of soldiers to rescue the 
American missionaries in Tung-chow — twelve miles away — and 
conduct them to Peking. But the American forces were already 
too few and Minister Conger declined. Nothing daunted, 
Ament got together scunething like a dozen carts, with mules awl 
drivers, and under his personal escort they proceeded to Tung- 
chow, took the missionaries and Christians aboard and returned 
to Peking in safety, after the lapse of only twelve hours. It was 
as if some flaming sword of an angel had guarded them <m 
their way. For no sooner were they out of Tung-chow than the 
fury of the mob broke loose and both college and misdonaiy 
homes were quickly laid io ruins. 

The man of such rugged courage was also a man of kindly 
patience and of restraint under [sovocation. I well recall an 
occasion, just after his return to America, following the libera- 
tion from Peking, when he addressed an audience of several 
hundred at a noon hour in Chicago. At the close of his 
address a prominent lawyer came to the platform and asked 
the writer to introduce him to Dr. Ament. This was done, 
whereupon the lawyer invited both of us to lunch with him. 
We had not been long at the table before our host, who was 
saturated with the criticisms of Mark Twain, turned upon Dr. 
Ament a most irriuting Htc of cross-questioning. These 
questions did not seem intended to bring out information, but 
were adroitly constructed for the evident purpose of entangling 
the missionary and involving him in misdemeanors if not in 
crimes. It was a flagrant abuse of courtesy and I have never 
been able with perfect calmness to recall the incident. Bat 
this brave missionary bore it all in patience, spi^e calmly and 
kindly, set forth clearly the exigency of conditions in Peking 
and the plain instructions of the United States minister, under 
which he was acting at every step, and withal revealed such a 
wealth of knowledge, as well as of humane sympathy and 
practice judgment, that the keen lawyer seemed a moral pygmy 
m comparison. 

One of the latest services rendered by Dr. Ament to the 
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growing caase of missions in China was his able paper on 
" Christian Comity " at the great conference in Shanghai, in 
1907. I had seen him on various other occasions, but never 
before had he seemed to mc quite so much the Christian states- 
man aa when he outlined and enforced, with eloquent and 
powerful argument, a great plan of essential union for all the 
Christian forces of the empire. 

Ament is gone. There are many circles <^ admiring friends 
in America who sorrow over his departure. But nexi (o the 
loved ones of his own family there are none who will feel a 
heavier lonesomcness than his associates in the North China 
Mission and especially the large company of Chinese Christiatta 
to whom he was a tower of strength and a steadfiist friend. 
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up, 173; plans for church build- 
ing. 174 ; Boxer ciaie, 176 ; 
methods regarding indemni^, 
330 i rctam to Peking, 368; 
church-membership ndditiom to 
church, 373; new church build- 
ing, 309 ; Peking conference, 
399 ; Home Mission Society, 3OO 
Soldiers' depredation s, 335 
" Song of the MtKic," yA 
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South Church, prmnUc* cnkrged, 

Sqnien, Fwgo. 395 

Sqoicn, Herbert, 394-395 

Steile, William B., joioi miuian, 
176; muriage, 375; apprecia- 
tion of Ament, JS^^S^o 

Stewart, Dr,,iold ptemiiei, 57 

Stewart, Hn., itorj of --"--■ 

StinuoD, M. L., 6S 
Stoaehoaie, Rer. J., ihot, 336 
Strong, Rer. E. E., 319-330 
Student VoluQteer Conference, lj6 
SuH, New York, admiit error, 130 
So, Prince, palace lued, tSS ; mm 
in ichool, 33B 

Ta Tao Socibtv, 166 

Tai Ku, 87 

Tang Chi« Lane, Pao Ting Fu, 38 

Tang Sbaa Vi, ii ' 



T&nk, Madam C. L. A., eills t 

North China "'" " 
Te, Duchess, 1 

376 ; (on a puml, 
Teng Shih Kon, 

premiM* burned, iso; losses, 

189 ; cbape) and niMion en- 
trance, 365-366 
TewksbuT^, ttory o^ ■93-196; at 

Chao Kong Fu, 3t8, 303 
Thnnlon, Lawrence, 367 
Thwing, Rer. C F., letter to Hr«. 

Ament, 357 
Tombs, imperial, eastern, 74; 

wetteni, 741 Tie Hsi, 75 ; 

Knang Hiu, 75 ; T'ang Qiih, 75 
Tract Sodetj, North China, 107 
Tnuubton <i New Testament in 

Mandarin, revision, 159 
Treat, Rev. S. B., 34 
Treat, Dr. A. O., 37 



street, 58; 



Toan Fang, Viceroy Shcnii, S44; 

premises entered, 345 ; coninia- 

sioner to United Statet, 345 ; in- 

teniew, 307 ; school and pupilt, 

313 

Tuog^how, annual meeting, 181 

Tung Fn Hsiaiig,GenenJ, 16S, 173 

Twain, Mark, article in North 

American Rroiea, 3 lO, 330, 334 { 

Dr. Smith's letter to, 333-334 



Union of Chinese Christians, H 

Year greetings, 333 
Unirenilj eilention leeluret, J05 

Waldekskk, Count von, 350 
Wang Chao, refbimer, 33S 
Wang Wen Shun, ordatned paitor, 

399-300 
War correspondenll, 333 
Wen Jin, letter from, 199 
Western Tombs, 74 
Wilder, Rev. Geo. D., refened to, 

19 i memorial address, 353 
WiUiams, Prof. Fred W., letter of 

esteem, 356 
Woman's Dailj, Peking, 306 
Woman's Union College, 367 
Wright, Rev. Geo, F., 179, 184 
Wjckoff, Miss Gertrude, iSl 
Wjelt, Mias Anna M., 97, 103; 

stoij of Emily, t3o; letter to 

Madam Ament, 131 ; death, 370 

VouNO, Dr. C W., 367 i decides (o 
send Ament home, 34^-U3 

Young, Mrs. C W., Christna* 
tree, 397 

Yuan Shih K'ai, 167 

Yd Hsien, Governor of Shanll, 167 

Va-wan^fn, 196 



itized by Google 



iiiiMB, Google 



East of the Barrier : 

lUoMTiMd. *i.M net. RBV. J. MILLBB OBAHAM 

Tbe miwioa of the Scotch Unitsd (bow UDite4-Fn*) 



Trt^jtciiMat in llincbuiM U"oi 

«ftectiTc miwioa work in any land, TUi book, b 

tbt minioiuriet. btlnn before ni very Tividly th* coBntiy 

•nd it» peoole. ■* weU u it* mI«doB«. 

Misiton Methods In Manchuna 

lUuunud, iimo, Clolh, ti«> bcl JOtM ROSS, DJk 

Dr. Ron. tbe icnior mlMioiiirjr Id that motl iDtenstlns 
fteld, givH licre the revolt of lon^ Tart of csmriBucc, Ultu- 
tndn« the problem* faced, the Molti achiered, eapectalljr aa 
cmpbuiied by the Boxer trouble*. AU tocnber conttitntc, in 
the oplnioa of Robert B. Sptfr, "the moat intereatlnc deVd- 
Ofment of modem mlaaioca. 

A Winter in North China 

Map, itmo. Cloth, ft.^ REV. T. M. MORRIS 



ia an Interview with 1,1 1 



•0 Amerieui pwtor* to a Add of 
ihieh, ai the7 aaw it, aroiued a 
ineideDta of pccnlUt iMsreit, 



China and Formosa 

RSV, JAMBS JOHNSTW, P. S. 8. 

moatntcd, Siro, Clotb, %i.Ji. 
Tbe reoord of the work of tbe Pretbrterian Chonta of 
Eafland in Sooth China and North Formon, br one who 
' '- - —:—: J uid nnce bai bad larfe cxperlesce 



Yountf People's History of China 

iflwt. Cloth, tt.ao. W. a. B. CUNNYNOHAM, DJk 

An cSoTt to anpplj the lack of booka of ■cneral Inforou- 
tion about China adapled to tbe need* of the fonng, pac- 
ticulirlr the earl/ hialoty. 

Demon Possesnon and Alfied Themes 

WHN L. NBVIIIS, DA. 

Index, AppcBdicca, etc., Qotb, lamo. fi.so. 



4 imptCMivc folnm*. 
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INDIA. BQKMA. TlUT 



SOCIAL CONDITIONS IN INDIA 

PnteUr no conntrr hu had u 

•cul coodlnon* u in IndU. Yet Ki 

tdoni, w widcl]' Mpartted ire the 
•ite, that tke vuioni book* tuppla 
ead other. Euh hu iu own pluc. f 



PnitaUT no conntrr hu had u much written aboM its 
■ocUl coodlttont u in ladU. Yet ki divene uc th« dilereM 
(cetjoni, (o nrldelr Mparated ire the cute*, to vuied u tha 
life, that the vuioni Ixwic* tupplemtnt nther than Rpeat 



Vai&ie Work in India 

lUiutnted. iimo, Qoth, (i.oa net. NORHAN RUStBU. 

India U pre^raiBcntlr the land of Tillase*. la no other 
conntry do dtie* pUy comparativelj io ununpDrtant a part. 
Vitlace life, vlUtcc work, are the ke; to miuioniry MtcceaK. 
Thialwol- doe* not aim to pnient hlnorr. MatiMici or even 
■tviiiieDt, but to delLneitc the life aod conditioD of tboae 
Indian tniuci amoni which oar work ii carxicd on. Thi* ta 
admirablr doibe."- — iktrrwr. 

The High Caste ifindu Woman 

ixno, Cloth, 7SC net PAmMTA KAIUBAI 

A powerful prcacntatioD of one of dw n 
of HIndn life, child i ... 

who Inowa better thi 
and one which oufbt to come to ever? Chrfatlaii w 

Wrongt of Indian Womanhood 

HRS. HARCUS B. PULLBR 
Illiutratcd, ttnw, Clolh. %t^s. 

Wider In iti Kope than Pandita Ramabai'i Iwok, thii 

Bthtra np the mnrda of all clawe*. "lift* the enrtain, aad 
• ui aee the awfnl degradation which chataetenK* Bit- 
llou of women in India."— MlMioaary R*vlm af tk* WatU. 

Things as They Are 

AMY WILSON CARMICHABI. 

IllnKrated, lamo, Cloth, |i.m net 

One of the moM vivid pictorei of heatbeniam u it exiata 
lOHlaT, deipile the aiaertioni of aome, Iliac hu ever been 
(Iven. No one who readi it can fall to realiic the treat, im- 
mediate need of Chriatial) work for that land. 

Our ^ters in India 

lUottiated, iimo, Qoth, tl.l^ REV. B. StOBIWW 

"Alnioat a text.book on woman'a lite hi India: tha eondi- 

tiona that opprna her; the all^onMining need for her deuTer- 

■nce; the ben methodi of approaching bet; the rtMdls of 

mlMdon taboia in her beh»lf."-»jMiadarJ. 
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INDIA. BURMA. TIBET 

An Indian PrietteM 

moHnttd, ij nw, Ootb, joe iwt MftS> ADA LBB 

An ImpnMln uid ■faiorUag Mory et Cbimdni Lela. tbe 
om^ur of ■ Bnhmln, married M kvci^ > widow at nine, 
wbo Kcki peaea In a jjlsruiwit, crowded vhh awfnl atMec- 
tlic>, and becomea ■ Qinituii. 

The Oou in the Land of the Trident 

RBV. HABLAN P. BBACH, M.A. 

I* mo, Cloih, foe; ftper, jse net 
A >*■-"■' of Hiaiiou in lodla, br the well-known 5*0- 



Amon^ Indift s Student! 

iSmo, Ootb, IOC ROBERT P. WtLDBR, M. A. 

"A chumlnv little book" ITIu IndfftmUmt) br nnx at 

tke fonndeii o( '" ' -" 



The Gre&t Reli^na of Indik 

lano, Clotb. t'-so net 

Hinduinn, Past and Present 

i>mo, Ootli, |i.6a. J. MURRAY MItCRBLL. LUD. 

Ttaeae two Tolamea, by one of Ibe mon profound acboiara 
Scotland baa bad in ber minonaiy force, luve never been 
anrsaaaed for clear, tborouEh preaentition. and tber are 
nniformlT RCocnited on ever; hand a* autboritatlTe, and 
indiipennble to the fcholar of inliainna. 

Amon j the Burmani 

HBNRV PARK COCHRANe 

lUattrated, imo, Qotb, $i.is net. 
A familiar picture of life, cuitoma, reHrlon, etc., aa 
(oond in Burma; written In a faacinatint (tyien>7 a miaakiB- 
arr of manr reail' reudenee in that land. "Pint and onlr 
book corering all Burma, which givci a comprehendTe ac- 
count of the land and Ita people. It tella bow the countiT 
looka, what the newcomer'a experience! are, aud what be 
bu to learn. The faietorr i* outlined and the different races 
deacrlbed, with accuracr, tiTclineae and bumor." 

SooThah 

ALONZO BUNKER. D.D. 

muatrated, iimo. Cloth, tI,M net. 

Tbe Storr of the mablnc of the Karen Nation. In bla 
Intnductian, l>r. H. C llaUe, apeala of the Karena a* "■ 

-— '- — -■■- '\ to angcia and to men, the pmrnlaa 

a oltii 



demtoed r 
tBl<r«itb 
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TRAVEL, MISSIONARY 



JOHN W. AKTANDBk 

The Aposde <A Aladu 

ni Stoiy of Wtuuu DmtuH «• IfaruKimA. II]a» 
tntcd, lanc, doth, net ti.jo. 

A record of the pbcDDmnul life-work uid titfilUoy dt 
Bdioicci of WilUun i>aiicaa durinc fifty Tcmn uBang tb« 
|p/Hfwf In Britidi Colombu uid Alawu Bunretloua it thi* 
MoiT of tbe refarmuiaii in [be Indlin dwrictfr tod in di- 
rtiwon to B*efu]^mctiul ponuiti u Diuan ttib of bo* be 

nuuins, lad etublUlied ■ larse 4Bd Incndn nliBon cumeir, 
actiu all the vhile u innxnctor ud oierKcr. beildc* beins 
•cboM-iBUter, prescher and putor. It re*dt uke ■ romattoo 
M it narrate* tbe wonderfol atorr of hia miaaoiiajy wk and 
iBdoMrlal labor* aawas bli krred cboaen paofde. 



GMtLALDINE GUINNESS 

Peru: Iti Story, People and Religion 

ISmMnMd, Sro, dotta, net ta-io. 



Kin Gidiuieat, trom an t x t a 

Band a woBderfn) lolnne o( <i r r - 

land of treat axtraaie* of dimaW: nrdcDB tooriibinfl at 
dthmka hlcbar tban Ml. Blane and oeaeita at the aca aida, 
aad a 2*"^'* ■■■Uj !■> ood of (Ik totKb of Chrialian eiTilita- 
tloo. The autbora father, H. Crattan Gaianew, baa provided 
far tbe book 41 illtutntioni, pbotegnph^ not*, pnotDcn*- 

G. Casmbetl Uonaa aBT*: "Vron whatever ataodpotnt t 
■pproch thla work, 1 find it Impoaalble (o apeak too hichlr 
in pralae of It Ita llteraiT •?>* la ftdl of chara, aod wioal 
ftUi of lite. It* gio^lns of Wt* 1* (gpablr doBe." 



MAffUSl ANDUJAR 

Spain of To-day IriMn Witbin 

WHb AntoUofimpbr of Anthor. Claatralcd, iimo, cloth. 

»•« fl.4. 

An ina tru e ti ra. inletctflns narrative of a nattra ol Spain, 
who know* bia coimtiy welL Be wai brouriM ja a CatbaUc 
nd later on onbradu Ae Protcttant reli^oo, be becane a 
adoiMar of the GowcL Tbe Koriea of bia trarel* in Spain 

a be fonnd entenainlns a* well *a InatrBctiTa fcadiac aa 
b* bia (lad namtive of tbe procroa of craonllcal work 
in that prlertTidden nation. The book b daliaihtfBUT ilh» 
tested, aod will be tDir ts be widely «ud aacerfy read. 
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MISWOHARY 

The Torei^n AGsstonary *" ^""m^.^* ""^ 

iimo. Cloth. %t.so net. ARtHUR J. BROWN 

Di. Broiri], oat of ■ lonf ind iotiautc CKpcriencc diab 
witfe •ocb qncMioD* u, Wbo i* the MiwioiUTy? Wlul art 
hi* DotlTei, (inu uid metliDd*? Hi* dolinfi with pnnd 
mud uicienl peoples. Hit rrUtion to hi* dwn ud other 
■orenuBcau? HU real dUBcnltie*. Do renlti }anify th* 
■ziMiiditiira? How are the Ifinion Boardi eoBdwtcdr 
■tc, etc The book i> noit lDlelIi(entl7 infonnlnc. 

The Conquest of the Crou in China 

with Chart and lUoamtiDBa, inoo, OMb, fi.s* att. 
Tha cooUota ot thia book were firat dcBrarcd aa lae- 
tnrea to the (ttideata at Calfate UnimaltT. Hr. Spcieher baa 
the tm ludnct o[ the newa bringer. He haa Urad is South 
Cfaini Ions enough to know it thoronehlr. Be ia diatin- 
— .:.!.. J L — ^ jg 1,1, jad^enta, ^ida ff'^Hf ** 



nUhed b* tc 
Er ■ freeiitei 



China in Legend and Story 

lamo, doth, ti.ij net. 
Br one of the C U. S. beat known miadoaarlaa. It 
•onalata of aeventeea atoriei, trtw to leaeod or to fact, taa of 
tb*B atndlea of tha dineae people aa ther are when healhaD. 
and aeren of them of the aune people when tbej beeona 
Cbriatiaiu. The Uorie* eov^ a wide nnge^ of aodal life. 



fntcrealiBg and nlotble. 



A Typical Minion in China 

nma. Cloth, ti,^ net. W. B. SOOTHIU,' 

Intereatinc and lataable in every wa*. Thme who read It 
will Bet nch a slimpae into ChlncK life and methodi u thcj 
ma* never have had, and will certalnl* be edtfted and atlira- 
Uted to a new nU in the work of miaaona."— HwoM and 

Robert Clark of the Paniab "^^Stii^ 

tTD, Claih, li 75 B« HBNRY MASTVN CLARK . 

"The record of oae ot the mafcera of Chrictian India: aa ' 
fiaeinatina ai a novel, and immcnaelT more profitable. Tka - 
mote wideir thla hook ia drcolated and read, the better it will . 
be for the mlaalooarT emerpriae. A book of thia ebaneter la 
the beat <vak«alie Oat can b« written."— VfaliMsrr InMIii- : 
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TRAVEL, MISSIONARY 
N. G. UNDERWOOD 

The Can of Korea 



Itory. rt» 

, , t whldi al 

jndsiDCnt. PirticuUrlr veil tailed to ae 
■foaas people In ttae iMdy of mleiknw." — i 

WILUAM O. CARVER 

ftOssions in die Plan of the Ages 

BlUc Stndie* and Miuioiu. nmo, cloth, net (i^s- 
A* ProfcBor of Compantlre Beligioa uu] Iflirioni 

" ■• " ■■ - Theorug- ' " ' • "■- ' 



Bsptiit Theoliigiatl SembiuT at Loninnie, Dr. 
„_ ^jrepu-ed in theae clupten Che fndt of mnnr 
(ludr. Hi> aim ii lo abow that the (oondatioo prin- 

coDunandcd datjr u 



f the ChriatiaD taak of wortd conqueai are foniid In 

•IK Dinle not 10 mi-'- '- "■ ' ■"-■■ '-— -- 

b the T«7 Ufe of 

ANSIS L A. SAIRD 

Darbreak in Korea 

niMmted, ICbid, doth, net 6oc 
Ttwra can nerer be too maiiT taitAieaty hoekt Ilka Ok. 
A Mor7 wiillcn with lilerarr ikfll, tb« Morr of » ciiTa ttfc 
In Rare*, her anbappr marriage and how die old, old MOiT 
traniformed her hove- It reada like a novel and moat of all 
teadiea one, on cTerj pane, Jutt what the Cotpel rnewu M 
At Iti uHara hooM*. 

ISABELLA RtGGS WtLUAMS 

By the Great Wall 

Saleeled Comapondence of IiabelU Rl(«i WHIianl, ID*- 

ilonaiT of the American Board to China, iB66-iBar. 

With an introducttoD bj Arthur H. Smith. Ilhuirated. 

now, cloth, net ti-so, 

"Tbl* mlnme la a little window opened Into the life and 

work of an exceptionally equipped nuadooarr. It wai at 

Kalian, the DDnoern ntewar of China, that a TnlMikm 

■tanbn waa begnn amid a people hard and nnimpreanible. 

It waa here that lira. Williama won the hearta of ChiacM 

women and girla: here that ahe ahowed what a Oiriatian 

home mu be, and how the children of inch a home can be 

trained for wide and unaelfiah aaef nines wbererer their lot 

ticut No objectJeaaonia more needed In the Celeatial Era^re 

than thia. Man* glimpBei of that patient and tireleaa mia- 

dooarr actltily wUch makea itaelf all thini* to all men era 

^nar—Artkar H. Smith, Author tf CMmw ChmanMtt, 
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